Medical Halachah: Medical Imaging on Shabbat (6-19-11)

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

Vignettes
1. Alan, 11, is standing on the sidewalk on Shabbat when he is struck by a bicycle. He falls to the ground, and

suffers what seems to be a fractured wrist. May he undergo an X-Ray on Shabbat? Does the answer change
if he was struck by an automobile? Does the answer depend on whether this is a digital X-Ray or on film2

2. Susan, 56 and a lifelong non-smoker, presents in the emergency room on a Shabbat in mid-winter with a
bad cough, fever and chest pains. The symptoms look like pneumonia. May the physician order an X-Ray in
order to rule out lung cancer? What about a CT scan?

3. Janet, 35, is undergoing IVF, requiring ultrasounds on Days 4 and 6 of her second week of injections.
Assuming Janet can arrive at the hospital without violating Shabbat, may she have the actual ultrasound?
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Two other melachot: Colouring? Makeh b'Patish?
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ls it really only the technician at work?
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Vignette 1: XRay for a Broken Bone
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Vignette 2: X-Ray or CT scan as standard procedure to rule out a potential diagnosis
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Vignette 3: X-Ray or CT scan as standard procedure to rule out a potential diagnosis
See articles in Techumin 3:220-236 by Rav Osher Weiss, Rav Gidon Weitzman and Rav Dovid Lau
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