Medical Halachah: Prostate Surgery, Endometrial Ablation and other Sirus Issues 2-20-11
R' Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com

Vignettes
Jason, 50, has been experiencing painful difficulty in urination due to growth of his prostate. His urologist offers

the option of Transurethral Resection of the Prostate (TURP), which risks causing retrograde ejaculation. Would
this render him N7 1392 Would this be an act of 017°02 Is the 017°0 intentional?

Tim, 30, is experiencing bouts of moderate depression, and his physician wishes to prescribe antidepressants.
Tim is concerned that the side effects include impotence. Need Tim be concerned about the halachic
ramifications of medication-induced impotence? Does medication count as 017°02 Is temporary 017°0 prohibited?

Jane, 33, is single, and does not wish to have children. She requests Ovabloc, a silicone plug to be inserted in
her fallopian tubes. Is the physician permitted to do this2 And may she get married latere What is the level of the
017°0 prohibition for women? Is this considered reversibleZ May a female ‘N7 1% " marry?

Tanya, 35, has already birthed three sons and three daughters with her husband, and she is now experiencing
heavy, prolonged vaginal bleeding, causing pain as well as rendering her a niddah on an on-going basis. The
bleeding is resistant to treatment. Her physician recommends endometrial ablation, which would destroy the
endometrial lining, at least temporarily. Would this be permitted, since the intent is not to sterilize here What is
the level of the 017°0 prohibition for women? Is this considered femporary? Is this ©17°0 infentional?

The prohibition against sirus
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TURP - Transurethral resection of the prostate
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Temporary sirus via medication
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Silicone plugs
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Endometrial ablation
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