Yonah: 1:1-3 The Flight of Yonah / 1:4-16 Wake-Up Call #1

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com

Flight in protest against Teshuvah and forgiveness

1. Talmud Yerushalmi, Makkot 2:6
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They asked Wisdom: What should be the punishment of a sinner2 She replied: ‘Wicked people should be pursued by

their sins [Mishlei 13:21]." They asked Prophecy: What should be the punishment of a sinner? She replied [Yechezkel

18:4]: ‘The sinning soul should die.” They asked Gd: What should be the punishment of a sinner? He replied: Let him

repent, and it will be forgiven for him.

2. Midrash, Pirkei d’R’ Eliezer 3
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Before the universe existed, there was only Gd, in His Name alone. He decided to create the universe, but he
continually destroyed it; the universe could not endure. The sages have compared this to a king who wished to build a
palace; had the king not laid waste to the land, he could not have begun to build its foundations, exits and entrances.
So Gd destroyed the universe, and it could not endure, until He created the possibility of repentance

3. Yonah 4:1-3

4. Talmud, Sanhedrin 111a
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When Moshe ascended to Heaven, he found HaShem sitting and writing, ‘Long in patience.” He said, ‘Master of the

Universe, ‘long in patience’ for tzaddikim?' HaShem replied, ‘Even for reshaim.” Moshe declared, ‘Wicked people

should be destroyed!’ HaShem said, ‘Now you will see what you will need.’

When the Jews sinned, HaShem said: Didn't you say to Me, ‘long in patience’ for tzaddikim?

Moshe said: Master of the Universe, did You not say to me, ‘even for reshaim?’

And this is the meaning of [Moshe’s words], ‘And now may the strength of HaShem be elevated, as You have spoken,

saying...’

5. Talmud, Sanhedrin 6b
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Moshe used to say: Let the law pierce the mountain! But Aharon would love peace and pursue peace, and create
peace between people.

6. Nevi'ei Emet — Melachim | 9:10, Hosheia 9:14, Chavakuk 1:1-4, Yirmiyahu 12:1-5

7. Talmud, Pesachim 87a
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HaShem said to Hosheia, ‘Your children have sinned.” Hosheia should have replied, ‘They are Your children, the
children of Your beloved, the children of Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, bring Your mercy upon them!” But not only
did he not say this, but he said, ‘Master of the Universe, the whole world is Yours — Trade them for another nation!’



HaShem said, “What will | do for this old man2 | will tell him, ‘Take a zonah and create children of zenut’ and then |
will tell him, ‘Send her from before you.” If he can send, then | will send Israel away. This fulfills, ‘And HaShem said to
Hosheia, ‘Go take for yourself a wife of zenutand children of zenut'...

1:1-4-16 Wake-Up Call #1
What do a city, a wind, a storm, fear and a fish have in common?

8. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 24:4
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Three winds went forth without being weighed, and could have destroyed the world: One in the days of Yonah, one in

the days of lyyov, and one in the days of Eliyahu...

9. 71790 — Bereishit 2:21; Bereishit 15:12; Shoftim 4:21; Shemuel | 26:12; Yeshayah 29:10; Daniel 8:18

10.  Rashi Yonah 1:8
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What is your trade - Perhaps you committed a crime in your trade. From where do you come - Perhaps a decree was
issued against the people of that place, even if you are not there. From what nation are you — Perhaps your nation
sinned.

11.  Ibn Ezra Yonah 1:8
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One speaks incorrectly if he explains that they wished to know from what nation and land he was because there may

have been a Heavenly decree upon him. Had Gd decreed against a nation, then if one of them was not in that land

but elsewhere, with others, why would those others fear as though they would be held responsible for this lone one

upon whom death had been decreed?

Rather: Most people live from their trade, and a person’s trade indicates his affairs and explains his travels. Also, in

some lands, most people are good. So is known today, too.



