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1. Can Mitzvoth be explained historically?
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II. Rambam and Korbanot
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Guide for the Perplexed, Part III, Ch. 30, 32, 56 - 31,7 ,2% ,» 29995 '3 P17 29012377 772 .6
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Vayikra Rabbah (Vilna) 22:8

R. Phinehas in the name of R. Levi said: The matter may be compared to the case of a king's son who thought he could do what
he liked and habitually ate the flesh of nebeloth and terefoth. Said the king: ' I will have him always at my own table and he
will automatically be hedged round.” Similarly, because Israel were passionate followers after idolatry in Egypt and used to
bring their sacrifices to the satyrs, as it is written, And they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices unto the satyrs (Lev. XVII,
7) --and these satyrs are nought but demons, as is borne out by the text which says, They sacrificed unto demons, no-gods
(Deut. XXXII, 17), these demons being nought but satyrs, as it says, And satyrs shall dance there (Isa. XIII, 21)--and they used
to offer their sacrifices in the forbidden high places, on account of which punishments used to come upon them, the Holy One,
blessed be He, said: ‘Let them offer their sacrifices to Me at all times in the Tent of Meeting, and thus they will be separated
from idolatry and be saved from punishment.” Hence it is written, WHAT MAN SOEVER THERE BE OF THE HOUSE OF
ISRAEL THAT KILLETH AN OX... AND HATH NOT BROUGHT IT UNTO THE DOOR OF THE TENT OF MEETING...

I11. Beyond Historical Meaning
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