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TAMID JRVWS AN VILLUKIA IN IHME NINEVEENTH CENTURY

- comprised a total of 95 pupils, 53 boys and 42 girls. He received a certain
;; amount of financial help from the Government subsidy. At the beginning
- of 1849 the Government of N.S.W. introduced the Denominational School
.. Board, subsidising all the principal denominations bar that of the Jewish .
« faith, and to receive assistance it was necessary for the school to be
. ettached to one of these religions. Isaacs's school was a Wesleyan estab-

" lishment. The Jewish boys and girls of Melbourne attended classes which
" were conducted by Lindenthal.

On 4th June, 1848, the Committee received a copy of the Chief

Rabbi's Rules and Regulations for guidanee of all congregations under
his jurisdiction, and in reply thereto, and to another comm
A. H. Hart, P

ieation,

ident, sent a most interesting account of the
urne communi and the probiems that were facing

€.

it.  Under date 27th June, 1848, he wrote:— L. Chnp Letl ] P.M

Most Rev. and Dear 8ir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of ydur kind and valued
letter bearing date 14th November last, and in reply I beg you to believe that
the members of this little congregation fully apprecizte the benevoient and
spiritual care with which you watch over scattercd flocks, even to the remote
corner of the earth.

Ten years since and the whole of what is now s flourishing city was a
wild forest, inhabited only by aboriginal savages. Since two Years after, &
few Jews from the -..:...c..:&._m colonies took =w their abode 'In the neowly
formed town of Melhourne and In the spproach of the New Year !ps-m& to
collect sufficient number to form a Minyan. The usuai service was performed
on both days and on the day of Atonement following. For two successive years
this in all that could be done, but after that time mattors began to improve,
and it was determined that Divine service should be tformed on Friday even.
ings, Babbath mornings, and Holydays. A Befer Torah was procured from
London, and subsequently a second, and I had the gratification o officiating at
tie general desire of my Brethren as Reader. In office 1 performed ail the
duties both within and without the Rynagogue, as well as my abjiities, which
are very iimited, permitted,
 _ To contirfue my narrative (which I __omx.. is not tiresome), my Jewish
fellow colonists, thinking with me that a private house was no mouma_. suited
to our circumstances, determined on build ng & more sultable place wherein
to_celebrate the rites of our Hol Religion, and & Synagogue with a dwelling
nttached, on a small seale, sul to our means was forthwith commenced (on
& piece of land generously presented to us for the purpose by the Governor _
of New South Wales) and is now near completion. T

The Synagogue was sufficiently forward to be consecrated some time since,
and the ordinances of our religion are now performed with s much regularity
a8 in the larger Synagogues of Europe, and It is Eaa&:« to reflect that the
handful of Israclites reaident here had, unaided, done this, There have been
regietered In our books, besides three marriages, nearly forty births and aix
deaths (two adults and four children). Of the birtha about half were boys,
and ydu will be pleased to know that all were cireumeised by s self-taught
though skilful operator, a resldent member. We have a most eligible site
for & burirl ground (also a gift from the Government) and at our expense
we have enclosed it and erected thereon a substential and necessary building.
Within the last few months we have engaged & young man, son of Mr. Linden-
thal, of the New Synagogue, St. Helens, to texch Hebrew and English to the
chiidren, who are mostly very young. The congregation provide him n residence
and sehoolroom, aml aliow him an annual sum to ussiat in the service of the
Synagogue. His pupiis number seventeen, and in the course of another year,
if he remains amongst us, there will be an addition of at feast.six male and
female pupils. 1 am sorry I am not able to say there is a good choice of
elementary books, of which T believe there is a great acarcity even in England.

My countrymen are unfortunately heing much behind their co-religionists
in the neighbouring nations, Having now started what 1 hope wyou will not
think an unneceasary account of the origln and present position of this little
community appropriately denominnted Shearis Yisroel, I will monat willingly
embrace your kind and generous offer to adviae wa on matters of diffieulty and
assist us with your spiritual ecouncil in such motters as may he submitted
to you; without thercfore wishing to be troublesome or intrusive I bez vour
attention and consideration of the following to which at your lelsure we hope
for a reply.

'
Firstly.- here be not ten nersane neetant an Wararss Tabacet Lo .1a

oo o b SN BT

v

&

.

4

PROSELYTES "« - . ..
we or not take out the Sefer and read the portion? .
Becond—At the sppropriate seasons, should we or not rea

oppointed for rain and uew, the seasons in this bemisphere, as you are aware,

being opposite to those of our native country! The same question refers to”

the time of saying “Taloo Mottor.”

Third.—In case a Barmitzvah be s Cohen, should the father ior son eo. ‘

culied to the reading of the Torah first, and at what part of the ssctiont

Fourth.~—Your lLaw No, 23 says, “In avery Synagogue whers. there are
Cohanim, Duchen must take place,” thus making it imperative. ' In these
Colonies, unfortunately, and I do not attempt to concesl the fact,| there sre
Cohanim, as wall as others, who do not scrupulously adhere to the duties
appertaining to the rﬂﬂ:%.& the SBhubbos. Is it intended that such persona
shnll be compelled to Duchen, they r-l:h slways and of their own desire
withdrawn. prior to the commencement of “Ve Besray Lephonecho,” which prayer
1 have in consequence and with reluctance Invariably omitted? ) '

Fifth—Have you or not sanctioned the omission of “Barme Madllken,”
“Pittum Haktores® and “Azehu Mekomon,” or any portion of the customary
services, it having been asserted by a person lately from London that you have?

Bixth.—Our Mohel having Intely operated on two children of the respective
ages of six and eight years at some distance from town, took on himself the
responsibiiity in the presence of a medical gentleman to administer the latel
discovered soothing agent “chloroform” before cvu;::m. will you be kind nn.o:mw
to’ say whether such a :..:m is allowable under similar circumstancest

Lastly.~The desire to know whether, under favourable clrcumatances, you
would authorise the Bwrmaﬂs.nl femaie proselytes, there being one or two cases
that have very frequently n brought under our notice, but which we have
invariably refused to entertain, not thinking it & matter for laymen {most
of whom -..dxwo::w and inexperlenced in such affairs) to legislate upont

I omitted to state that we have twenty-five privileged members, ten seat-
holders (omnly), thirteen occupants of ladics’ gallery,

I eannot close this letter without calling your serious attention to the
various articles that we sent out to these colonies for religlous purposes—a
greater evil I know not of, prayer books (especially festivals) are all misprinte—
although the prices are never objected to, we (the congregation) havo some
dozen sets of Taitais quite useless, from being too ahort and light. The Tephitin
and- Mezuzos are shameful impositions, and the worst mirfortune is the remedy
is too far off to be available. Hence the wrong both morally and eivilly. Again
apologising for the length of this epistle and with my earncst prayers that
you may long live to guide lsrael in the path of righteousness, assisted by
numerous -:m affectionate offspring.

I beg to subscribe myself, Revd. and Dear 8ir,

Yours faithfully,
A, H. HART, President Melbourne Congregation.

P.S.—Our Mohel, who has been in w-nzz cight years, wishes to apply
to you for a certificate under your hand. I can eay from experience he is a very
skilful man, and has slways lLeen successful, thercfore, we should be obliged
by your arquiescence. His name i lsamc Lazarus Lincoln.

The Chief Rabbi's reply to Hart is missing, but his attitude towards
the more important matters is well known. A similar question to that
asked by Hart regzarding the seasonal prayers for the Southern Hemisphere
was put by the Hobart Town Hebrew Congregation to the Chief Rabbi in
June, 1846, and he repli
altogether and that worshippers were exempt from Mashiv Horuach, but

that (Geshem and Tal could be dispensed with”

1 .

Shomaish Te
Frequent correspondence between the Chief Rabbi, Nathan Marcus
Adler, and nearly all the communities in Australia regarding the thorny
problem of proselytes indicates that he desired to examine each case
individually, or that they should be examined by a duly authorised Beth
Din which was to act under his jurisdiction. One of the seat-holders of
the Congregation nsked the Committee to take steps to make the female
with whom he was cohabiting a “Gueresta” and the son born to them
circumeised according to Jewish rites. Even to the most orthodox point
of vicw the problem was not an easy one.
Tn the early days of the Colony there were not enough marriageable

. A ot .

when rain s needed it could be silently said and inserted before the Atoh
h,
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