Kashrus Series #3

Mehadrin: If, Why and When?
Rav Meir Orlian, Shaarei Tefilla

(First group compliments of David Orbach)

1. Did the result of your discussion that Gedera Rabbanut does not have a mehadrin level
imply that mehadrin people shouldn't eat in Gedera? Tachlis, if someone asks you (you can
turn off the tape recorder for this point) if they can eat in Gedera, how do you respond.

2. What if have guests who only eat mehadrin, can I take them out in Gedera?

3. Is there a difference on being strict/lenient about mehadrin between meat and milk

4. If T do decide to hold by rabbanut standards, how bad can the mistakes be? Obviously
nothing is treif.

5.Do I have a requirement to inform potential guests about my level (or lack thereof) in
kashrut or is it their job to inquire? And, vice versa, do I have a responsibility to inquire of a
potential host's kashrut level or can I just assume it is an acceptable level to me (assuming
that these are shomrei mitzvot people)?

6. How lenient are we with family? Some of my family and my adopted family who took care
of me for many many years are not in the same place. They keep kosher and shabbat but are
not strict and do not seem to make an effort to learn more. Generally, I just try to stay out of
the kitchen and not notice anything but sometimes certain things catch my eye (using one
microwave for milchigs and fleishigs, liquids on the shabbat plate, mixing silverware for
charif things, etc.) What do I do? Another example, - they grow their own vegetables and I
am not so sure how knowledgable/ strict they are with trumot, maasrot and shmita.

7. At home we try to buy mehadrin. There is a cafeteria at work that is under the local
rabbinate. Can I eat there? What if it offends other religious workers (or the boss) who eat
there?

8. A neighbor invited me for a Shabbos meal. I am not sure of their level of Kashrus
observance, but do not want to offend them. What should I do?

9. One of my relatives is not religious at all. He has family gatherings at his home and claims
that he keeps kosher in the home and there is not problem with his dishes/oven/etc. Other
religious relatives eat there, because they don't want to offend him. Can we eat there?
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