Lunch & Learn # 2 Tishrei 5767

Teshuva/Praver/Charity will Cancel the Stern Decree-Reallvl?
De'va'rim 11/13-21 [from the Shemal]
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It will be ewvildent withowt muoech claboration tar the poob-
lem of theodicy apprsars most shorply in redical and ethics?
mondibeisom, that s, within the orbit of Biblicsl religion. If all
ﬂﬂlmmmmuummﬂmm and if oot
only all power bt all ethical valoes are ascribed Bo the oos
Ghod who created all things En this or any other workd, then
the problsm of theodicy becomesa a pointed gunestion directed
to this wery conception. Indesd, more than in any other re-
Hgious comstellation, it may be sald that this type of mono-
ihedom stamds or falls with jls capacity to solve the goestion
of theosdisy, “How can God pereadi . . 9
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This entire lecture is based on what I heard directly from one of my revered Teachers, Rabbi JJ '
Schachter.
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Prophets; Book of Job? Moses? Jeremiah [12/1]? Chabakok[1-5]? Experience?

Answers

R' Yizchak Arama [Akeidat Yizchak]
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Asks from "vn"- Feeling- Doesn't happen?
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1) Don't know what "wicked" is and what "righteous is.

2) Don't know what life/death is= Next world. [Tosfot 16b as well].

[i.e.- speculation ; nobody came back, but belief that there is a better place].

3) When it happens to you, the same answers you gave to others is not enough!

Midrash Shir Hashirim 2/16

Berachot 5b

§2 THATFEEDETH AMONG THE LILIES, R,
Johanan had the misfortune! to suffer from gallstones for
three and a half years. Once B. Hanina went to visit him.
He said to him: ‘How do you feel?' He replied: 'My
sufferings are worse than I can bear.’ He said to him:
‘Don't speak 80, but eay ' The faithful God *.! When the
pain was very great he used to say 'Faithful God ', and
when the pain was greater than he could bear, R. Hanina
used to go to him and utter an incantation which gave him
relief. Subsequently R. Hanina fell ill, and R. Johanan
went to see him. He said to him, 'How do you feel?” He
replied : * How grievous are my sufferings 1’ He said to him:
*But surely the reward for them is also great]’ He replied:
‘1 want neither them nor their reward.' He said to him:
“Why do you not utter that incantation which you
pronounced over me and which gave me relief?’ He
replied: “When I was out of trouble I could be a surety
for others, but now that I am myself in trouble do I not
require another to be a surety for me?™ He said to him:
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4) Midrash above- Tries those that can "take it". 3 ways of saying it [i.e.-convinced];
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"It is written, THAT FEEDETH AMONG THE LILIES
This means that the rod of the Holy One, blessed be He,
lights only upon men whose heart is pliant like lilies."
E. Eleazar said: It is like a man who had two cows,* one
strong and the other weak. Which one does he work hard;
is it not the strong one? So the Holy One, blessed be He,
does not try the wicked, because they could not stand the
trial, as it says, But the wicked are lihe the troubled rea

(Isa. Ly, 20). Whom then does he try ? The righteous, as

upon Joreph (ib. xxxix, 7). B Jose b. K. Hanina eaid: A
flax-beater does not beat his flax very vigorously when it is
hard, for fear it should split, but if it is good flax, the mors
he beats it the better it becomes. So the Holy One, blessed
be He, does not try the wicked, because they could not
stand the trial, but He does try the righteous, as it says,
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*The Lord trieth the righteous,’

'R. Johanan said: When 2

potter tests his furnace, he does not test it with cracked
jars, because a single blow would break them, but he testa
it with sound jars, which can withstand many knocks.
So the Holy One, bleased be He, does not try the wicked;
and whom does He try? The righteous, as it says, ' The

Lord trieth the righteous.

5) Berachot 54a, 60b,,
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When it rains and you hear good news,
you make the beracha "Hatov
Vehametiv". When you hear bad new
you say "Dayan Haemet".

One must bless the bad just like the
good, as it says...; "And you shall love
G-d... with all your money"- which
means either all money [Lulav/Sukka]
or anything done to you, one must
bless G-d for.

What does it mean "Just like you make
a beracha for the good so too for the
bad"? If the same beracha, goes against
the above? Rather you must accept it

with "Simcha"/"Joy"

Simcha- Standing before G-d, direct hit or direct gift, not mistake./ Friendly fire

versus died in War.

Rambam, laws of Fast-Days, 1/1-3
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Rabbi Herschel Schachter-

Not "Cancels" the evil decree, but rather "Cancels the Evilness of the decree'-

Engaged in Repentance/Prayer/Charity means that it’s not "cruel", but rather for a

reason!



