The Sota- LIFE'S CHALLANGES, STAYING AFLOAT
Source; Ba’mid’bar Chapter 5/11-31
	11. The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 12. Speak to the children of Israel and say to them: Should any man's wife go astray and deal treacherously with him,13. and a man lie with her carnally, but it was hidden from her husband's eyes, but she was secluded [with the suspected adulterer] and there was no witness against her, and she was not seized. 14. But a spirit of jealousy had come upon him and he became jealous of his wife, and she was defiled, or, a spirit of jealousy had come upon him and he was jealous of his wife, and she was not defiled. 15. Then the man shall bring his wife to the kohen and bring her offering for her, one tenth of an ephah of barley flour. He shall neither pour oil over it nor put frankincense on it, for it is a meal offering of jealousies, a meal offering of remembrance, recalling iniquity. 16. The kohen shall bring her forth and present her before the Lord. 17. The kohen shall take holy water in an earthen vessel, and some earth from the Mishkan floor, the kohen shall take and put it into the water. 18. Then the kohen shall stand the woman up before the Lord and expose the [hair on the] head of the woman; he shall place into her hands the remembrance meal offering, which is a meal offering of jealousies, while the bitter curse bearing waters are in the kohen's hand. 19. The kohen shall then place her under oath, and say to the woman, "If no man has lain with you and you have not gone astray to become defiled [to another] in place of your husband, then [you will] be absolved through these bitter waters which cause the curse. 20. But as for you, if you have gone astray [to another] instead of your husband and have become defiled, and another man besides your husband has lain with you..." 21. The kohen shall now adjure the woman with the oath of the curse, and the kohen shall say to the woman, "May the Lord make you for a curse and an oath among your people, when the Lord causes your thigh to rupture and your belly to swell.22. For these curse bearing waters shall enter your innards, causing the belly to swell and the thigh to rupture," and the woman shall say, "Amen, amen." 23. Then the kohen shall write these curses on a scroll and erase it in the bitter water. 24. He shall then give the bitter, curse bearing waters to the woman to drink, and the curse bearing waters shall enter her to become bitter. 25. The kohen shall take the meal offering of jealousies from the woman's hand, wave the meal offering before the Lord, and bring it to the altar. 26. The kohen shall scoop out from the meal offering its reminder and burn it upon the altar, and then he shall give the woman the water to drink. 27. He shall make her drink the water, and it shall be that, if she had been defiled and was unfaithful to her husband, the curse bearing waters shall enter her to become bitter, and her belly will swell, and her thigh will rupture. The woman will be a curse among her people. 28. But if the woman had not become defiled and she is clean, she shall be exempted and bear seed. 29. This is the law of jealousies when a woman goes astray to someone other than her husband and is defiled, 30. or if a spirit of jealousy comes over a man, and he is jealous of his wife, and he presents the woman before the Lord, and the kohen shall do to her all of this law, 31. the man shall be absolved of iniquity, and the woman shall bear her iniquity. 


Tractate Sota 3a

	“and he became jealous of his wife- Rabei Yismael- Option, Rabei Akivah- Mandatory!  
	גופא: וקנא את אשתו - רשות, דברי רבי ישמעאל, ורבי עקיבא אומר חובה.  


The Deciders of Law; Biblically-
                           Option                                                                  Mandatory 
	Ramabam, Count of the 613 Mitzvot, Mitzva 223

רכג( היא שצונו בדין סוטה והוא אמרו ית' איש כי תשטה אשתו 
He has commaded us in the laws of Sotah.  
Probably- To Judge, just like another example; 

רמב( היא שצונו בדין שומר חנם שנ' כי יתן איש אל רעהו כסף או כלים. 
He has commanded us in the laws of a free-watchman.

Rambam, introduction of laws of Sota 
: (א) לעשות לשוטה כתורת הקנאות הסדורה בתורה 

To do to the Sota like the procedure of “Jealousy” that is written in the Torah. [For the court]
	Sefer Hachinuch 365 [strange, against the Rambam]
להביא האשה הסוטה אל הכהן שיעשה לה כמשפט הכתוב עליה בפרשה

To bring the Sotah to the Kohen so he can do to her all that is written in the Torah

	Biblically- No Obligation 


	Biblically- Obligation to bring her to the Kohen

	Can’t force
	Beit Shemuel - You can force to do a Positive commandment [Ketuvot 86.

Minchat Chinuch- But problamatic as to where he got this???  



Rabbniclly; Rambam Laws of Sotah 4/18-19
	מצות חכמים על בני ישראל לקנות לנשיהן שנ' וקנא את אשתו, וכל המקנא לאשתו נכנסה בו רוח טהרה, ולא יקנא לה לא מתוך שחוק ולא מתוך שיחה ולא מתוך קלות ראש ולא מתוך מריבה ולא להטיל עליה אימה... אין ראוי לקפוץ ולקנות בפני עדים תחלה אלא בינו לבינה בנחת ובדרך טהרה ואזהרה כדי להדריכה בדרך ישרה ולהסיר המכשול…
	It’s a Rabbinic commandment on the Children of Israel to be “Jealous” of their wives and do the whole procedure as it says “And you shall be jealous”  and those that do must have a pure spirit in them, and not be jealous as a joke, to get back at her as revenge, and not to put “the fear of G-d” in her...and one should not “run” and be jelous of his wife in front of witnesses but rather first do so between them calmly with purity and as a fore-warning for the future 


Kesef Mishneh-I don’t know why our great teacher said it was rabbinic, as there is a verse in the Torah? Rather, be probably doesn’t think it’s an obligation biblically.   
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