Can Two Wrongs Make a Right?
Asking Forgiveness for Speaking Lashon HaRa

The Story 1

(as recorded in many sources)

When the young R. Yisroel Meir Kagan HaKohen published his sefer, “ Chafetz Chain?’ in 1873, he brought
it before the founder and leader of the mussar movement, the great R. Yisroel Salanter, seeking an
approbation. R. Yisroel took the sefer to review. When the Chafetz Chaim returned, R. Yisroel responded
that he refused to write an approbation because he could not approve of one halacha recorded in the
sefer...
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Can Two Wrongs Make a Right?
Asking Forgiveness for Speaking Lashon HaRa
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Back To The Story... 8

...R. Yisroel Salanter refused to write an approbation for the Chofetz Chaim because he took issue with the
halacha in klal 4, se’if 12 which states that one should always ask forgiveness from someone about whom
he spoke /ashon hara even if the victim was unaware of the offense... “Won’t the request cause the victim
much more pain and anguish? How can we justify such an act for the sake of achieving forgiveness?!”

(P9) 7990 790 N9¥9a MIYnN 9

Y1V R ON 19305 RUNY NN VIAY TP9Y NDPNN NYPI NYWI INN NN PHI DY DO NOMIN - T2 M
VTP DN NP 1IN HDO2 D299 NYINN YN NINY M) ININ U999 XY 1IN RUNN V99V N YWHaAN? 193Ny
110992 N> NHNRY NYYY

YIW Summer 577972019 — Jonah Steinmetz (Week 5) 2



