Is Your Daily Digest Kosher?
Avoiding Lashon HaRain Journalism, Blogging, and Social Media

Jews and News
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Writing, Publishing, and Distributing Newspapers

n»n '’ D50y 1o moon yYan »
DR ¥ BDR R DR PR RN Y7 WH DY A7 30X .0
PR ©21 ,520993 N7 927 1YY anid @) XY IR ,WUnD
wipa %Y v13 1WPD YLy pen X ox 3 pvn iz
222,11 VIR o0 VI TR YRy apon X DR PO
R VI TR Y292 (o ougwn vew

7 Necessary Conditions for Speaking Lashon HaRa I’Toeles 3
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1. Witnessed firsthand (or clear) 5. Have pure intentions (to distance others from
2. Do not jump to conclusions harm or bring perpetrator to n2ywn)
3. Try rebuking perpetrator first 6. No other options
4. Do not exaggerate 7. No undue damage will come to subject
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Anything which is said in the presence of three people [or more] involves no prohibition of
lashon hara.
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Reading the News
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False Facts and True Rumors: Lashon HaRa in Contemporary Culture 10
Rabbi Daniel Z.. Feldman
In the context of the careful balance necessitated by the laws of /ashon haraand purposeful speech, it is instructive
to become aware of both positive and negative ways in which the differences between online and direct
personal interaction register an impact...to understand how its environment creates a different set of
responsibilities so that the correct decisions can be made, the innocent can be protected, and the values of
the Jewish speech ethic can be properly upheld. (p. 194)

Concerns such as those mentioned above highlight some of the unique challenges the Internet poses not only to
the risk of disseminating /ashon hara, but also to the prohibition of accepting /ashon hara.. First, we have seen
that one who is on the receiving end of /ashon haramust be careful not to act in a way that endorses or supports
the offending speech. As such, we must evaluate to what degree clicking on websites, and all the more so linking
to a website or distributing a link, acts as an extension and facilitation of the original message...Beyond this, there
is the issue of the internal relationship to the information being presented. As we have seen, being a responsible,
informed citizen often requires listening or reading certain otherwise objectionable material, while at the
same time creating a greater space between that basic intake and full-blown accepting...Such a process
involves being sensitized to all the ways the Internet can affect the message that it conveys, and indeed all
the manners in which any news source might transmit a false or incomplete picture. (pp. 209-10)
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