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?®They approached him and said, “Pens for the flock shall we build here for our livestock and
cities for our small children. 7 We shall arm ourselves swiftly in the vanguard of the Children of
Israel until we will have brought them to their place, and our small children will dwell in the fortified
cities before the inhabitants of the land. 18 We shall not return to our homes until the Children of
Israel will have inherited — every man his inheritance — '° for we shall not inherit with them across
the Jordan and beyond, for our inheritance has come to us on the east bank of the Jordan.”

20 Moses said to them, “If you do this thing, if you arm yourselves before HASHEM for the battle,
2 and every armed man among you shall cross the Jordan before HASHEM, until He drives out His
enemies before Him, 2 and the Land shall be conquered before HASHEM, and then you shall return
— then you shall be vindicated from HASHEM and from Israel, and this Land shall be a heritage for
You before HASHEM, 23 But if you do not do so, behold! — you will have sinned to HASHEM; know
your sin that will encounter you, @uild for yourselves cities for your small children and pens for
your flock, and what has come from your mouth shall you do,”
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Y ny iy oo 257 0K 137 — Another interpretation: A
wise man’s mind [tends] to his right — this is an allusion to
Moses; 3 %31 12187 %3 19 58ty Y03 201 — while a fool’s
) m‘ind [tends] to his left — this is an allusion to the children of

("Reuben and the children of Gad, bpun nx ‘:m: PV NN ﬁugtp

7?' — who considered that which is primary to be secondary
and that which is secondary to be primary,"® nx mamy
niws 12 a0t oyivn — as they treasured their property more
than the people, i.e., their children.  nq mgnb oPRiR Y
"30% DY) 5 Mipkb 331 18y — For they said to Moses, “Pens
for the flock shall we build here for our livestock and cities
for our small children” (below, v. 16).1%9  myy S1Wn b wan
b3 — But Moses said to them, “That is nothing!"¥ 1y Kbx
' 1w ny — Rather, consider that which is primary to be

pprimary;  naxivy i 93 90N /0opYh oy o3b wa nbmn

— that is, first build for yourselves cities for your small chil-
dren (ibid., v. 24), and only afterward, and pens for your flock”
(ibid. )5 w2 v mbxintyb biog S5y i ny b oan ab nn
T NN INKRT — Hence, A wise man’s mind [tends] to his right re-
fers to Moses; and, while a fool’s mind [tends] to his left refers
to the children of Reuben and the children of Gad,1®®
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We know that every person’s task is to increase the
amount of kiddush Hashem in this world. As we have ex-
plained previously in this volume,' everything in the
world can serve as a keli for this sublime purpose.

In our holy books we find that there are holy sparks in
exile, in the darkness of the world, and it is the task of Is-

/" rael to release these sparks and restore them to their place
of origin.? We learn, too, that there are some sparks which
are meant for each particular individual to redeem; they
are sparks of his own neshama which have been taken cap-
tive by the Sitra Abara’ — the focus of evil in creation.

We are aware that these ideas allude to very lofty
concepts whose full import is far beyond our comprehen-
sion. However, we shall try and make them, as much as
possible, a little more comprehensible.

q THE POWER OF FREE WILL

All the obscurity in creation is capable of being trans-
formed into a revelation of God’s glory through human
free will. Everything in creation holds within it the poten-
tial for kiddush Hashem. Every human being can change an
item from impure to pure by making it a vehicle for serv-

ing Hashem. Say we are faced with this-worldly matters
which hold a fatal attraction for human beings. If a person
makes use of them only to the extent that they are needed
for His service and no more, then he has created a revela-
tion of God’s glory and a sanctification of His name. He
has shown that there is someone in the world who has
seen the true purpose of creation.

1 The idea that an individual has holy sparks which are
his particular duty to redeem means that each person has
his own allotted portion in kiddush Hashem. All his abili-
ties, his middot, and the tests he has to undergo are suited
to this basic task. This task is assigned to him from

%Kﬁove; it constitutes his full spiritual potential, which in

some context is referred to as his neshama. In this sense, a
person’s neshama is not his ego, but—the particular ideal to
which he should devote his life and the totality of spiritual
powers granted him to complete his task. He becomes
aware of his potential through the circumstances in which
he is placed and the tests he is given. Each test challenges

him to realize part of his spiritual potential, or in other
words, releases one of the holy sparks contained in his #e-
shama.

i o

f\ THE SPIRITUAL TASK OF GAD AND REUVEN

The tribes of Gad and Reuven belonged to the “genera-
tion of knowledge,” who had received the Torah at Sinai
and were constantly aware of the presence of God in their
midst. When they asked Mosheh to be allowed to settle in
Transjordan because of the vast quantity of livestock that

. they possessed,4 one may be sure that it was not merely
economic considerations which moved them.

Mosheh objected very strongly to their request because
he understood they wanted to opt out of fighting for the
Land of Canaan. This, he felt, would be bad for the mo-
rale of the nation’ When they assured him that they
would fight alongside the other tribes in conquest of Ca-
naan, he was prepared to grant their request.S

lQ

If their motives for wishing to settle in Transjordan
were not merely economic, what were they? The tribes of
Reuven and Gad certainly realized that the great number
of sheep and cattle they had been given were meant to be
yehicles for kiddush Hashem. Their first concern was to
insure that their property would not cause a billul bashem.
It is not advisable to pasture sheep near arable land be-
cause of the damage they are likely to do to the crops. In
fact, it later became prohibited to raise sheep in the arable
parts of Eretz Yisrael.” Transjordan, however, had large
areas of pastureland® and therefore was very suitable for
raising sheep and cattle. There they would cause no dam-
age to their neighbors.

Jq A HASTY INHERITANCE
=18

Nevertheless our Rabbis criticize their decision. They ap-
ply to them the verse: “An inheritance which is overly
hasty at the beginning will not be blessed in the end.”
Rashi comments on this verse: “An over-hasty inheri-
tance: One who rushes in confusion to be the first to take,
like the tribes of Gad and Reuven who hastened to take
their portion in Transjordan and spoke in confusion, put-
ting their sheep before their children (see next para
graph),'” will not be blessed in the end, as we find that
they were exiled several years before the rest of Israel.”
They are also accused of “separating themselves from
their brethren because of their money.”"!

Their motives were certainly of the highest level. But
because of their high spiritual level, our Rabbis find cause
for criticism. It may well have been the right inheritance
for them, but why did they have to rush to take it so soon?

,\)Why not wait until the division of 7the_ land was on the
agenda? To the keen eyes of Hazal, this shows that sub-
consciously there were other motives in operation. In

e however subtle a form, economic considerations also
played a part. To confirm this, our Rabbis note that the
tribes of Gad and Reuven said to Mosheh: “We shall build
sheepfolds here for our livestock and cities for our chil-
dren,”® putting their livestock before their children. Of
course this may well have been just a slip of the tongue.
But our Rabbis were well aware that slips of the tongue
are significant and betray the speaker’s subconscious
thoughts. It shows that they had their priorities confused.
(3b % Anyone who has to busy himself with the affairs of this
world because this is where his portion lies, even if his

very much on guard that his business does not develop
into love of this world for its own sake, at the cost of his
serving Hashem. We see that even the children of Reuven
and Gad, in spite of their very high level, were misled by
their slight, subconscious attachment to their property
into making hasty decisions and getting their priorities
wrong.

~JAs a result, they “lost their blessing.” Blessing means
the expansion of kelim used for spiritual purposes. It is
heavenly aid which the Mishna calls “the fRuits of a mitzva
in this world.”" If a person becomes attached to material

, things for their own sake, then the blessing is withdrawn,

for it no longer is good for that person.
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THE RIGHT PRIORITIES

Rabbi Yitzhak ‘Arama' illustrates this with a parable.
When workmen build a house, they construct gangways
with rough timber, even hammering together broken
planks for this purpose. But for the interior decorations
and furniture, only the best polished wood is used. No
one is particular about things which are temporary and
serve a secondary purpose, but only about things which
are permanent and primary. Our stay in this world is only
;:'/ temporary, while our spiritual life is permanent and pri-
mary. It is surprising, therefore, how many of us make our
material occupations primary and our Torah secondary.
“When the tribes of Reuven and Gad entered the land
[of Canaan] and saw the wheat fields and the orchards,
they said: ‘Surely a spoonful of this land is worth more
than a double handful in Transjordan!” Then they said,
‘But still, we chose it for ourselves. It was our decision.’”!s
A person feels bound by any choice he makes, even when
he begins to realize it could have been a mistake.

All this was said about the people of that great genera-
tion, whose very sins could be considered to be of a spiri-
tual nature. How much greater is the danger in our times.
A person should ponder well before deciding what the
main thrust of his life will be—material affairs or Torah.

?Evel yone knows in his own heart what for him is pri-
mary and what secondary. One has to educate himself in
such a way that he will be able to direct his life toward the
primary and not, God forbid, toward the secondary.
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At the showdown, Eisav, who had not forgiven or forgotten the
insult of losing the berachos, came to meet Yaakov with intention
to murder him. Beholding this spectacular scene, Eisav wondered,
“Mi eileh lach — who are these to you?” (Bereishis 33:5).

Tanna D’Vei Eliyahu explains that Eisav was asking, “Didn’t we
agree that you would take Olam Haba, and Olam Hazeh wqu}d be

mine? What happened to our deal? You are using Olam Hazeh as

much as I am!”

“These possessions,” answered Yaakov, “are not considered use _

ing them. They are merely the means with which I will perform

of Olam_Hazeh. 1 did not acquire possessions for the sake of hav-
“my mission here in Olam Hazeh, so that I can receive my reward in
Olam Haba.”

In this Midrash, Yaakov Avinu sets forth the Jewish outlook on
Olam_Hazeh. Judaism is not a religion of asceticism. We are not
meant to be hermits or to live in monasteries isolated from the
world like monks and nuns who are expected to spurn the physi-
cal aspects of life. We are to take an active role in perfecting this

world, and we are meant to utilize many of the possessions and
pleasures that Olam Hazeh proffers in order to fulfill our mission.
As long as possessions and pleasure do not become ends in and of
themselves, but we treat them as the means with which to complete
our mission on earth, we are welcome to partake of whatever this
world has to offer.

MEisav, on the other hand, espoused the life of Epicureanism, in
which money and pleasure are ends in themselves. You pursue

pleasure and money to have and enjoy them, and you strive to.
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acquire more and more.
~J If possessions and pleasure become our life’s goal, then we no
longer lead the life of Yaakov. We begin to follow in the footsteps

of Eisav. Unfortunately, in the course of a lifetime, we occasionally 12w .XTIN AWAN RN T RY D 127 AVN DMIR Y DIPN YN DR Yk

become enthralled with the world of Eisav. We get caught up in the
pursuit of pleasure and possessions, and we lose sight of what is

ikkar (primary), and what is tafeil (secondary). The Kli Yakar teaches
us, on a metaphysical level, that that is exactly Eisav’s goal: to lure

us into his world of materialism, so that we lose our focus on our
mission here on earth.

I have a friend in the rabbinate who was counseling a high-
powered couple who would remain at work until late at night.
Each night, their children, who were cared for by a nanny, would
stand at the window and wait for their parents to come home.

The rabbi asked, “Why are you doing this?”
¥ “We are doing it for the good of the children,” they responded.
“We want to provide them with everything they need in life.”

_o Everything, that is, except for one vital thing: a set of parents.

This_couple fell into the trap of making the means into an end.

19 2§ Mai Ba'is T'fer?

The Torah requires us to redeem firstborn male children in a
ceremony called Pidyon Haben (redemption of the son). The father
of the child hands five silver coins to the Kohen, who then relin-
quishes his rights to the firstborn child. As part of the ceremony,
the Kohen asks the father a question that must be the most rhe-
torical question ever asked: “Mai ba'is t'fei — What do you want
more, liten li bincha bechorcha — to give me your firstborn son,
oh ba’is lifloso be’ad chamesh selaim — or to redeem him for five
coins?”
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I don't think that in the recorded history of mank_ind',' any father
ever answered, “Keep the kid, I'll take the five coins.” At least not
with a firstborn.
When my rosh yeshivah, Rav_Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman,
would be asked to speak at a Pidyon Haben, he would say that the
question of mai ba’is t'fei is not asked of a person only once in his

a 2e‘lijfe_time. Rather, life is a series of questions of mai ba’is t fei. Do you

want the life of Yaakov or of Eisav? Are your sights set on a totally

tion of, “Do you live for Olam Hazeh or for Olam Haba?”

-—, I know someone who was told that his son was struggling in
yeshivah, and needed tutoring. The man said that he could not
afford to pay for the tutoring because he had just renovated his
house. I also know a successful attorney who took out a second
mortgage on his house to pay for tutors for his children. Mai ba’is
t'fei. Which one is more important?

The city or neighborhood that a person chooses to live in, the
shuls in which he davens, are also part of the question of mai ba'is
t'fei.
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233 — Nebo. The children of Gad and Reuben were especially attracted to their
Jands since it was prophesied that Moses would eventually be buried on their
territory, Hence they called the land of Nebo, the grave of Moses (Targum
Onkelos). Note that the children of Gad were praised for this (Rashi to
Deuteronomy 33:21) although we read that the children of Reuben possessed
that land. This difficulty is resolved by the Midrash which relates that Moses
died on Mount Nebo, in Reuben'’s territory, but his remains were carried on the
wings of the Shechinah from the mountain-top to a place four miles away in
the territory of Gad.

This enables us to appreciate the allegorical meaning of the initial verse in
this chapter. It begins 21 mpm), abundant flocks, which can also be translated,
the acquiring of the Master (R’ Bunem). The children of Gad and Reuben took
pride that they would have among them the mortal remains of Moses who
would protect all who died outside the Holy Land until the resurrection of the
dead (Midrash Tanchuma to Sidrah Eschanon, 6).

From his birth Gad played a special role. He was both the child of good luck
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