Chanuka, History, Pshat, and Drash
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R. Mayer Twersky

“To be a Jew, to live as a Jew, means to live with a sense of history... A Jew’s history constitutes
who he is, what he is, how he lives, to what he aspires.”!

R. Aaron Lopiansky:
"We need to teach our children history. And that history needs to include much more than dry

names and dates and stories of gedol/im. They need to have an accurate understanding of the
experiences of the Jewish communities of each generation -- the daily life, the hardships, the

! www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/976818/rabbi-mayer-e-twersky/victorythrough-surrender-how-to-live-and-

die-alkiddush-hashem



http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture

challenges, the successes, and the wounds. The pasuk implores us to 'contemplate the years of
each generation."?

R. Shimon Schwab Mitteilungen (Dec. Mar. 1984-85)3

We have no authentic description by our Tanaim of the period of the Churban, the Jewish war
against the Romans, the destruction of the Jewish state, the revolt and the downfall of Bar
Kochba, except for a few Haggadic sayings in Talmud and Midrash. For our historical
knowledge we have to rely on the renegade, Josephus Flavius, who was a friend of Rome and a
traitor to his people.

Come to think of it, since the close of the Tanach at the beginning of the Second Beis
Hamikdash, we have no Jewish history book composed by our Sophrim, Tanaim and Amoraim.
The prophets and the Anshei Knesses HaGedolah have recorded all the events of their days as
well as all previous periods. When prophecy ceased, the recording of Jewish history stopped at
the same time. Why did our great Torah leaders not deem it necessary to register in detail all the
events of their period just as the Neviim had done before them?

... There is a vast difference between history and storytelling. History must be truthful; otherwise
it does not deserve its name. A book of history must report the bad with the good, the ugly with
the beautiful... the guilt and the virtue... It cannot spare the righteous if he fails, and it cannot
skip the virtues of the villain.
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2 “Sometimes Mashiach Is Not the Solution” Mishpacha, May 26, 2020.
3 Reprinted in Selected Writings (Lakewood, N.J., 1988, pp. 232-235).
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