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TEXT OF THE MIZMOR

(1)

TEHILLIM 24

(1) A Psalm of David. The earth is
Hashem's, and all its contents; the
wortld, and those that dwell in it.

(2) For He has founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.

(3) Who shall ascend into the mountain
of Hashem? And who shall stand in His
holy place?

(4) He that has clean hands, and a pure
heart, who has not taken My name in
vain, and has not sworn deceitfully.

(5) He shall receive a blessing from
Hashem, and righteousness from the
God of his salvation.

(6) Such is the generation of those that
seek after Him, that seek Your face,
even Jacob. Selah.

(7) Lift up your heads, O you gates, and
be lifted up, you everlasting doors, that
the King of glory may come in.

(8) "Who is the King of glory?" Hashem
strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in
battle.'

(9) Lift up your heads, O you gates, Yes,
lift them up, you everlasting doors, that

the King of glory may come in.

(10) "Who then is the King of glory?"
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Hashem of hosts; He is the King of .NY0
glory. Selah. .
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BACKGROUND TO THE SHIR SHEL YOM

(2) MASECHET SOFRIM 18:2
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The people have adopted the custom of saying psalms at their proper times; as we have learned in the
Mishnah: “These were the psalms which the Levites used to recite in the Temple: On Sunday they used to
recite, The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. On Monday,
Great is the Lord, and exceedingly to be praised, etc. On Tuesday, God stands in the congregation of God,
etc. On Wednesday, O Lord, Thou God to whom vengeance belongs, etc. On Thursday, Sing aloud unto
God our strength, etc. On Friday, The Lord reigns; He is clothed in majesty. On the Sabbath, A psalm, a
Song. For the sabbath day, [which is the psalm and song also] for the hereafter, for the day which will be
wholly a Sabbath and [will bring] rest in life everlasting’. For whoever makes mention of a Biblical verse at
its proper time is regarded [by God] as though he had built a new altar and offered a sacrifice upon it.

SHIR SHEL YOM FOR SUNDAY

(3) ROSH HASHANAH 31A
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It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yehuda said in the name of Rabbi Akiva: On the first day of the week,
Sunday, what psalm would the Levites recite? The psalm beginning with the phrase: “The earth is the
Lord’s, and its fullness” (Psalms 24:1), in commemoration of the first day of Creation, because on that day
He acquired the world and transferred it to man, and He was the only ruler in His world.

(4) RASHI ROSH HASHANAH 31A

LIw O 7Y QYIRHNNT IR ROW T — 127V 0w

And ruled in his world — alone, as the angels were only created on the second day.
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EXPLAINING THE PARTS

CONNECTING PARTS 1 AND 2

(5) MEIRI TEHILLIM 24:3
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While the whole world is the creation of Hashem, the mountain of Hashem is the holiest [place], to which
few can go, and those who ascend must be “clean of hand and pure of heart,” meritorious in action and in
thought. ..

(6) MALBIM TEHILLIM 24:1
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(1) To David, a Mizmor — the Rabbis received a tradition that this chapter was established to be recited when
the Aron was brought into the Kodesh HaKodashim. We can discern in this [text] lofty ideas. Once we see
that Hashem designated this world with His wondrous Providence to establish it into a settled land, it
follows logically that He has love and closeness to it. This is like we see in Chazal, that “from the day that
Hashem created His world, He desired to have a dwelling in the lower world.” However, the early
generations’ sins caused this connection [to Hashem]| to be cut off until the Avot, who began to climb the
mountain of Hashem and to draw the Providence and the Divine Presence into the world. [This continued]
until their children later achieved a level where the whole generation was whole and were all ready for the
Divine Aspect, such that the Shechinah was designated to dwell its Glory within it, between the wings of the
Keruvim.

(7) NACHUM SARNA, ON THE BOOK OF PSALMS, P. 123

The first stanza of Psalm 24 affirms God’s absolute sovereignty over the earth, an obvious concomitant of
His creative acts. Sovereignty confers the power and the authority to impose standards of behavior upon
those who reside in His realm. The Israelite conception of deity as an absolute moral Being necessarily
implies that God demands of His “tenants” adherence to moral principles. This line of thinking explains the
nexus of thought that links the first two stanzas of the psalm.
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THE MORAL IMPERATIVE IN THE MIKDASH

(8) YIRMIYAHU 7:1-11
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(1) The word that came to Jeremiah from Hashem, saying, (2) "Stand in the gate of Hashem's house, and
proclaim there this word, and say, 'Hear the word of Hashem, all you of Judah, who enter in at these gates
to worship Hashem. (3) Thus says Hashem of Hosts, the God of Israel, '"Amend your ways and your doings,
and I will cause you to dwell in this place. (4) Don't trust in lying words, saying, "The temple of Hashem, the
temple of Hashem, the temple of Hashem, are these." (5) For if you thoroughly amend your ways and your
doings; if you thoroughly execute justice between a man and his neighbor; (6) if you don't oppress the
foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow, and don't shed innocent blood in this place, neither walk after
other gods to your own hurt, (7) then I will cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your
fathers, from of old even forevermore. (8) Behold, you trust in lying words, that can't profit. (9) Will you
steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense to Baal, and walk after other gods
that you have not known, (10) and come and stand before Me in this house, which is called by My name,
and say, 'We are delivered;' that you may do all these abominations? (11) Has this house, which is called by
My name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it,' says Hashem.

TAKING GOD’S SOUL IN VAIN?

(9) RAV HIRSCH TEHILLIM 24:1

WDl is the P but the 2°N2, spelled W21. It is read as *WoI; i.e. He who respects his soul because it really
belongs to Me and therefore will not lift it up to anything that is vain or transitory, but will have it strive
only for goals that are noble, ends that are neither based on vanity nor doomed to decay.

WHY ARE WE CALLED “YAAKOV"?

(10) MALBIM TEHILLIM 24:6
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This means that this generation are all at the level of Yaakov, who was the one who saw the ladder on which
they rose to God, and the angels of God descended, and the upper and lower worlds were joined.

WHO IS THE KING OF GLORY?

(11) MEIRI TEHILLIM 24:8

T7T7 MDY NMPA2 1AV 9DIY ANnPNA DRy KX NIRT 77 0137 TYW 00D NWHA AT MR — 72092 N2 T i
N°22 NIRT DIDIW MRAW 707D WD 12 P07 K1 — "1720 71257 700 KI7 MIRAX 7" 20w "Dvw W nR) wn
TAMPN? MW RYY XY DWIPN WP

The mizzmor uses this language because until now, the Aron would go out with them to war. Then it repeats
the same idea in different words, as is the way of poetry, and says “Gates, raise...” and responds, “Hashem,
Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory, Selah.” It no longer mentions the language of war, because once
the Aron enters the Kodesh HaKodashim, it would no longer go out to war.

THE LORD OF HOSTS

(12) BERACHOT 31B
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Hannah said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, are You not the Lord of the
Hosts, and of all of the hosts and hosts of creations that You created in Your wotld, is it difficult in Your
eyes to grant me one son?
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