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istingui is love of
of Aaron (Rashi), who was distinguished for his
mankind and the pursuit of peace. And \fvhat was more, Cl‘od
rewarded him (v. 12) by appointing him a Kohen, which
denoted a covenant of peace, not death (Sanhedrin 82b).

PARASHAS PINCHAS

1o HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: '! Phineas, son of Elazar, son of Aaron the Kohen,

turned back My wrath from upon the Children of Israel, when he zealously avenged Me
among them, so I did not consume the Children of Israel in My vengeance. 12 Therefore, say:
Behold! I give him My covenant of peace. 13 And it shall be for him and his offspring after him
a covenant of eternal priesthood, because he took vengeance for his God, and he atoned for the

myap — My vengeance |lit., My jealousy]. By acting on
behalf of God, Phineas had put an end to t_he plagu'e, by
which God punished the rampant immorality. Had it not
been for him, the plague would have continued.

Children of Israel.

D\C\
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the dead.* ®Thus they angered [God] with their actions,* and a plague
‘broke out among them.* *Then Pinchas rose up and executed
( judgment,* and the plague was halted. *It was counted to his credit,*
(for all generations, forever.

-
‘5 .- e

106:30 executed judgment. This refers to his execution of Zimri and Kazbi (Numbers
25:7-8), after which the plague ceased (most commentaries).

7 R.Elazarsaid: The verse does not say vayithpallel, “he prayed,” but vayephallel, “he
y  executed judgment.” This teaches that Pinchas went to court, as it were, with His
Creator. When the ministering angels sought to harm him for his presum-
ptuousness, God told them, “Leave him be! He is a zealot, the son of a zealot, and
a peacemaker, the son of a peacemaker.” [Sankedrin 82b]
106:31 counted to his credit (Targum, Metzudoth). Literally, “counted as an act of
righteousness.” Pinchas was rewarded with a covenant of peace (Numbers 25:12-13),

by which he and his progeny became priests (Ibn Ezra, Sforno, Malbim).

"
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son of a repeller of wrath (descended of Aharon, who stopped the
plague after Korach’s revolt).”4

Why did the angels want to harm him? Were they angry at him

for killing Zimri? Were they not aware of the halachah, that if a
Jewish man sins with a gentile woman, a vengeful person may slay
him? In answer to this question, it seems that permission is granted
‘{0 exact vengeance on Hashem’s behalf, only if one’s intentions are
perfectly noble, and his heart is not tainted by the slightest trace of
Enger. Vengeance on behalf of Hashem must be inspired by com-
passion, and a true concern for the benefit of the Jewish people.”
Rashi there explains the word kana’i (vengeful person) to mean:
Dipp YW INKp PRIPIAT WD OIX WA — “A worthy person, who
takes upon himself to avenge the honor of Hashem.” He must first
excel in worthy character traits, before he can claim vengeance for

Hashem.

Pinchas had fwo intentions when he struck down Zimri. First,

his heart burned with zealotry on behalf of Hashem. Second,
4, his heart was also filled with compassion for Bnei Yisrael, and
“the desire to repel Hashem’s anger, that He not punish them for
their sins. Hashem testified that this was indeed his intention,
“Pinchas... repelled My wrath from Bnei Yisrael... thus preventing

Me from destroying Bnei Yisrael in M >

o

%They attached themselves to Baal Peor* and ate the sacrifices of
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As paft of Pinchas’s reward, he was granted the privilege of

serving as a Kohen. The Gemara presents a debate whether the,
J Kohanim in the Beis HaMikdash served as emissaries of Hashem

* or emissaries of Bnei Yisrael. Tosafos states that to a certain extent
both opinions are correct.>”

Pinchas fulfilled both roles of the Kohen. He served as Hashem'’s
emissary, by exacting vengeance on His behalf, and as the emissary
of the Jewish people, by deflecting Hashem’s wrath away from us.

In the writings of our Sages, we find illustrations of both roles.
If a person kills someone unintentionally, he is exiled to a city of

Jefuge (ir hamiklat), where he must remain until the Kohen Gadol
dies. The Gemara understood from here that the Kohen Gadol was
,to some degree responsible for the death, since he should have
prayed to prevent it.**® From here we see the role of the Kohen |
to_pray on behalf of the Jewish people, and protect us from such
calamities.
- Elsewhere, we find that when the Kohen Gadol prepared for
Yom Kippur, he was shown the bull and sheep offerings that he
would sacrifice on Yom Kippur, but he was not shown the goat
offering. The Gemara explains that he would thereby be reminded
of the sins of Bnei Yisrael, for which the goat atones, and be dis-
heartened by them. However, he was shown the bull offering,
which atones for the sins of the Kohanim. Rather than be disheart-
ened by these sins, he would make every effort to correct them.
Since the Kohanim were members of his extended family. he was
able to influence them to mend their ways.>>
@ From here we see the role of the Kohen to act on behalf of
Hashem, by encouraging others to serve Him as they should. He

purifies and sanctifies the Jewish people, inspiring us to return
in_teshuvah. Thereby, we are made worthy of the holiness that
descends from Above.

‘,7 Pinchas became Eliyahu HaNavi, and was granted eternal life.
He still continues these noble efforts, as our emissary and the emis-
gary of Hashem, to strengthen the bond between Bnei Yisrael and
qur Father in Heaven, thus bringing peace and protection upon us
all.
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11 [The word of God] then said, “Go out [of the cave] and stand on the

863 /1 KINGS 19:1

\o

mountain before HASHEM.” And behold, HASHEM was passing, and a great, 3 REDW TIX RO2I KON MY e LB T e ()

powerful wind, smashing mountains and breaking rocks, went before HASHEM. ( 9T TMAPR R MR wowy ova pa iﬁ
“HASHEM is not in the wind!” [Elijah was told]. After the wind came an earth- K21 nPRY D3R KD DR M LAWSM () 10
quake. “HASHEM is not in the earthquake./ 2 After the earthquake came a fire. Y11 %Y *hRip “Innny 0> I DY? oMY AN
“HASHEM is not in the fire.” After the fire came a still, thin sound. * _

B3 Jt happened that when Eljjah heard [this], he wrapped his face in his mantle,
and he went out and stood by the cave’s entrance; and behold, a voice [spoke] = -

~=unto him, and said, “Why are you here, Eljjah?”

14 He said, “I have acted with great zeal for HASHEM, God of Legions, for the
Children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant; they have razed Your altars and
have killed Your prophets by the sword, so [that] | alone have remained, and
they now seek to take my life.”

15 Then HASHEM said to him, “Go, return on your way, and go to the Wilder-
ness of Damascus. When you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over
Aram, 6 And you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel,™ and
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel-meholah as a prophet in your s@'
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" 19 Sp he went forth from there and he came upon Elisha son of Shaphat while
he was plowing; twelve pairs [of oxen] going before him, he being with the 31 B ™ 5 WIBE 70 taohs opb <~
twelfth, so Elijah went over to him and cast his mantle upon him. * He left the S Py ey o ~
(oxen and ran after Elijah, and said, “Please let me kiss my father and mother, ) & D 30 TN ,73) B3
\and then I shall go after you.” / B P> P wom  oavb3  dony
But he said to him, “Go, return, for what have I done to you?"* ™5 B popnws o Hh oo
21 [Elisha] turned back from following him; he took a pair of oxen and slaugh- N _QD’DIOS 0B DTN D DAY
(,: tered them. He cooked the meat with the oxen’s zmplen.tlents and gave [it] to the 57D £D D3 9psh1 oobnn 3
| people, and they ate. He then arose and went after Elijah and ministered unto ) -

'_him.
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We find in the Talmud that whenever pebple are (iuotéd aé

LOGIC OF THE HEART, LOGIC OF THE MIND
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referring to the better side of their character, they speak of them-
selves in the first person, while if quoted as referring to the evil
aspect of their character, then they refer to themselves in the third
person. Thus, when the Talmud quotes people as saying that they
gfulfilled a certain .mitzvah, it puts the word ana, “1,” in the mouth

(of the person quoted. Should the Talmud
that they were violators of the Shabbos,
~~J the term hahu gavra, “that person

]

quote people as telling
or that they were rude, then,

" is used by the person quoted.

We learn from this that within every person there are two person-
alities. In every individual there is the ideal personality, aspiring
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~ towards that which 1s sacred, noble, worthy. And simultaneously,
jevery person is moved by certain animal instincts which lead him \
_ or her to sinful acts. The real personality is the one that is motivated |
&by the lofty inclination. That is the “ana,” the “I,” the essential J
inner self of the person; the animal instincts that impel one to-
wards wrongful ways constitute only the “hahu gavra,” “that per-
“) son,” a stranger, a trespasser who occupies one’s spirit.

Al .

The reason so many Jews feel incapable of ¢’shuvah is because
they are not aware of their own spiritual strength. They think that
the acher is the real person when actually it is only a trespasser.
The Torah says if you want to succeed in correcting Jews who are
delinquent in their demeanor, then do not try to reprimand them.
Do not tell them, “You are no good,” “You are impure”; that is not

/tochachah. Rather, tochachah requires that you convince the de-
)Klinquents of their inner selves: you shall retrieve your fellow.
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~ From the choice of wording in both Versions of this Ikkar,
it is clear that the emphasis is not on the necessity to daven t_o
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. That's a given. The directive here is to di-
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rect our prayers to Him alone: Ensure that the conversations you
have when you turn to a Higher Being are focused on the correct

address, and limit them to that address alone.

Clearly, this Ikkar is not addressed to an atheist or to a person
who worships something other than Hakadosh Baruch Hu. It is
addressing someone who believes in Hakadosh Baruch Hu 'and al-
ready turns to Him in prayer, cautioning him to avoid bringing any
other entity into that relationship. Talking to Hakadogh Baruck.l Hu

~>,§'¢\ js not enough. Qur relationship with Him must s1e‘

1.
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The reason people opted to go the avodah zarah route now be-

gins to seem less confounding. A person contracts a devastating
illness. In his mind, there are two choices of how to proceed: He
can turn to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, or he can appeal to his local
avodah zarah. If He turns to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, he might get
a rather discomfiting response. After all, Hakadosh Baruch Hu
would never cause one of His children pain needlessly. The illness
rcn__ight be a wake-up call to do teshuvah, and make difficult correc-
tions to one’s life. It might be a challenge for the person, forcing
him to rise to the occasion by finding and developing strengths
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Moreover, people in distress will often embrace all sorts of
omens, segulos, or random acts that can ostensibly help bring
about a cure or remedy. Truthfully, there is a time and place for
segulos, and there is merit in many of the other wonderful prac-
tices that are out there. When and if properly sourced, these are
Torah-approved and at times recommended. Oftentimes, howev-
er, they can cloud our perspective. We become convinced that the

ysegulah alone is the perfect salve for what ails us: T have a problem,

Jperform a segulah, and presto, problem solved. Such an approach
is indicative of a basic error in reasoning. We are hyper-focused on

_the problem and the practical methods of ameliorating the issue:
How do I get rid of the sickness? How do I find a job? How do I
solve the shidduch crisis?

@ Stop. Are you seeing the bigger picture?
L4 There’s a root cause behind every problem. The problem is
Hakadosh Baruch Hu's means of calling out to you. He loves you

' tremendously, beyond any human concept of love, and if He is
conflated belief system.! People’s belief in Hakadosh Baruch Hu -~ sending challenges your way, it can only be for your own good. Is
was marred by their inability to face the message behind their

it a call to teshuvah? A call to growth? Sometimes it’s tough to tell,

difficulties, and instead of stoiaping to consider the root causes, they /ngt the first step is realizing that the difficulty has a tailor-made
% sought quick-fix solutions to these problems. Avodah zarah, then, ) Rurpose. One thing is certain: Hakadosh Baruch Hu cares for us tol

that lay dormant within him. In short, resolving the issue will of-
ten require serious work. The other choice would be to seek im-
mediate relief by turning to avodah zarah — problem-solving with
no introspection necessary. This was the catalyst for adopting a

was the outgrowth of the drive for gratification unaccompanied by a .degree we cannot begin to comprehend, and He most definitely
the willingness to stand up to challenges and grow from them. did not cause us pain in order to inspire us to wear a red string or
march around a kever. Yes, segulos and berachos have their place.
MWhen deemed proper, they fall under the heading of hishtadlus,
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a merit for salvation, and travels to kivrei tzaddikim and other holy
sites to give his tefillos added potency.
Yet while these interventions are certainly noble, we must un-

derstand clearly that nothing and no one other than Hakadosh
Baruch Hu Himself holds any capability to alter a situation. He

maintains full and absolute control, and has never relinquished
any of it. Nothing, and no one, can force His hand. The traditional
strategies that we employ in times of misfortune can, if utilized

efforts we may or must invest in our quest to deal with challenges.

L JIf we align our efforts with the Torah’s guidance, that will certain-

ly serve to improve our situation. But these forms of hishtadlus
are peripheral, not a replacement for focusing on what Hashem is
trying to tell us.

Motrin may provide pain relief, but it won’t perform the root
canal that will put an end to the pain and save the tooth. You are
allowed to seek relief, but think big. Think deeper. Think about

why you might have been put in this situation, and how you can
use it to grow.
<3 Don't focus on the problem. Focus on the One who sent it. Talk

o Him. Listen to Him. Grow.

properly, bolster our case, adding reasons for Hakadosh Baruch
Hu to ameliorate whatever issue we are facing. Yet they are noth-
;X\i‘ng more than advocates standing on the sidelines. Ultimately,
“jt’s all about you and Him. There are divergent approaches in
halachah as to how and whether requests may be made of non-
physical entities, such as malachim and departed neshamos, but all
agree that the supplicant must always know clearly that his peti-
tions are addressed to Hashem alone.
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