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Yathan and Abiram went out erect at the entrance of their tents, with their wives, children, and
nfants.

28 Moses said, “Through this shall you know that HASHEM sent me to perform all these acts,
that it was not from my heart. 2 If these die like the death of all men, and the destiny of all men
's visited upon them, then it is not HASHEM Who has sent me. 3° But if HASHEM will create a
>henomenon, and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them and all that is theirs, and they
will descend alive to the pit — then you shall know that these men have provoked HASHEM!”

31 When he finished speaking all these words, the ground that was under them split open.
32 The earth opened its mouth and swallowed them and their households, and all the people who
were with Korah, and the entire wealth. 3 They and all that was theirs descended alive to the
pit; the earth covered them over and they were lost from among the congregation. 3¢ All Israel

Pthat was around them fled at their sound, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us!”
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@79 w127y — Our Rabbis explained our verse as follows:  y7 2 mp xra o, — “If” the mouth
of the earth is “a creation” nwx132 " nwwn — from the Six Days of Creation, 2ypm — then
fine. Yoy — Butifnot, » x93, — “may HASHEM create.”

34. opY 103 — FLED AT THEIRSOUND.  %ip 5vawa — Because of the connd  swinm — that emerged

02 by — upon their being swallowed up.!
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I believe with complete faith that all of the
Torah that is now in our possession, is the one

given to Moshe Rabbeinu, a”h.
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34, pbpY — At their sound, i.e., the cries of those who were
swallowed up (Rashbam). They screamed from the deep,
“God is righteous, His verdict is true, and the words of His
servant Moses are true. We are evil because we rebelled
against him” (Targum Yonasan). According to Mizrachi’s in-
terpretation of Rashi, the sound was that of the earth open-
ing up and closing upon the rebels.
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“ 1. The Y prefix of n’p does not mean “to” here; .they did~

z not flee toward the sound, hut rather, because ofit (Meszé?

- ach Ilmim). o
“The sound that emerged upon their being swallowed

up” is either the sound of the rupturing of the earth
_»{Mizrachi); or the sound of Korah'’s faction pleading to
PMoses to save them (Zichron Moshe); or the screams of
terror of those who stood near the spot where Korah and
his colleagues were being swallowed up (Be’er BaSadeh).

Ny mp NI DoaTR

bax Leybman My A9PY W1
QIR 2p Ny oIRa Mp awns ana
YN NYwa PIRA jpan 0xTBnni
P THIRDID MWy prana ynwan
< ypana Wy Yph o1 ek KW
{f\mn:n Wy ow 1A RO AT IR
' nrenD XOR PIRY nnhk WK Yaun
JBPWHI RAT DR YRR 191 DA PARD |
ybaa npyy iph xOK o1 &b nyiv e

DR RY .lna £

(oD muww):PPIE IS DYDY TP IWINI I |

Ty

T MD HIN il PTIT PR R B PR IR NN Y Y IR T

(roTonrwnw) ;

(urpn-'r.-.n)::iun‘;mn;gqtzig;;npjgwWg;g’;iyn’;.ﬂpixdm’a i

2C ol GE Ta

TV DY 1227 YD MDD TN 1 YATHN 12T RIPHNY DHRNMINYNI DMTmY NN K
AN INOVNN 1PN NI PXTY DIPK 5 ONY DR 195N MIN 72 73 N3 NPNY
NYNRY PN NP YA DMXANINMY ,THIY IMIPHRI ROND PTY PNOH»M 0NN

PINN NN

©24(9710Y) 119N — INPFING MIN” 19902 H7NT 19I0UING N IMIN, TN MM

NYN P03 ROND PRY DN D105 NP WIHN .NOND PPN NN DY NN 1NN
199 ,77Y 1127 NWHRI 11392 NPT NP MY INDNY 119101 .XONH HPWYA 79973 A, |
2WW T HYVW NWNN IO 1M BN 7EINR INNM NWHY : NPYSA XIN DRON PPN

NHND AN PN — NOM NOW 1YY HaPKY INDNI DR ,LINNM ATHINN ,N1IWNI

A9 9950m



R é/:m,ﬁ);aj( - ‘_)) 9&‘«:&!”} - o
pann N — I hereby believe with all my heart and soul,
muby N3 — with complete and powerful faith, without any
miégivings or doubts, but with clarity, simplicity and
lucidness, myimy %3¢ - that all of the Torah: all of the
sections, specifics and particulars of both the Written
Torah (Torah Shebiksav) and the Oral Torah (Torah Sheb’al
Peh), nny mwen — that exists now - at this very moment,
W - in our possession, is the exact Torah given at Har
| Sinai and received and transmitted by word of mouth from
deneration to generation. N1 — This itself, this very Torah
npnn - that was given to us from Heaven at Mattan Torah,
when all the heavens opened and we saw with our own
eyes imageries and revelations of Hashem never, seen
before. During this extraordinary and remarkably great
spectacle that we all witnessed, Hashem Yisbarach lowered
the Torah and bequeathed it to us by giving it ¥op u21 nynb
«ofwn - to Moshe Rabbeinu, a’h, for him to teach to Bnei
Yisrael. The Torah we now have is the exact same Torah as

1
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then, with its precise letters, wording and language -
without any alteration, modification or variation — not even
as much as the little tip on top of the letter yud. Every

halachah remains exactly as it was when the Torah was
given at Har Sinai.

For as" Chazal (Vayikra Rabah 22:1) say: “Even the novel
idea that a veteran student is destined to say before his
rebbe was all related to Moshe at Sinai. As the passtulic
(Koheles 1:10) says, M1 ¥n np nyY WM 937 v - There is a
thing of which someone will say, ‘See this, it is new.’ Yet
his friend will answer him, owbipb mn 3 - It already
existed forever.” . '

~) Although the Torah is like a continuous overflowing
spring, filled with endless new ideas, any novel thought
that anyone ever had or will have ~ was already given to
Moshe Rabbeinu from the Almighty at Har Sinai.
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As always, the words themselves, understood
accurately, hold the secret. At first, when Moshe objects on
the basis of his speech problem, Hashem tells him to
transmit the words to Aharon: “And you shall speak to him,
and you shall put the words in his mouth... and he shall be

1o you as a mouth, and vou shall be to him as an Llokim” (an
angel)

When Moshe abjects again, repeating, that he cannot
speal adequately, Hashem answers: “Behold 1 have given

you o be an “Llokim” (again, an angel) to Pharaoh, and
Aharon your brother will be your prophet.” Those words, it
seems, explain everything to Moshe, and he objects no

., further. “V’Aharon achicha yi'hye n'vi'echa - And Aharon your
brother will be your prophet.” What exactly does this mean?

'8

The secret, as explained by Rav Saadia and quoted by
the Rambam in his father’s name, reveals a depth which is
breathtaking and fully justifies his son’s praise for its beauty.
It is this: when Hashem first tells Moshe to go and speak His
words, Moshe objects; he cannot speak well. But when
Hashem informs him that Aharon will speak for him, Moshe

1 ;;Eiects again because there is a condition in the laws of prophec.y
which states that a prophet must say his prophecy himself; he is
forbidden to give it over to someone else who will say it for
him. Just as he must deliver his prophecy and not hide it (or
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evade it, as Jonah tried initially) en pain ot death, so too he . '
must say it personally. Moshe repeats that he cannot speak
when Hashem tells him that Aharon will speak for him
. because he is perplexed; Hashem Himself, the One who
'd decreed that a prophet must say his prophecy personally, is
now telling him to let a spokesman say it? That is forbidden!
And Hashem'’s answer is illuminating beyond words: I
am not telling you to say your prophecy over to Aharon so
that he can repeat it; I am not going to make you a prophet
k atall; no, you will not be a prophet — you will be the prophecy,
and Aharori will be the prophet. You will be the prophecy
itself, Aharon will receive that prophecy, and what he says
will be his own! “V'Aharon achicha yi'hye n'vi'echa — And
. Aharon your brother will be your prophet”! You will indeed 7w 5 MR TN 173N pon 73 RIPY
( and most literally be an “Elokim”, an angel to Pharaoh; you | TR NIK) AUTTpR VSN K7 TWUR
E_ are not the medium, you are the message. ,~\' NRY MOYTPR YR WA LA M
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Hashem was nforming Moshe that his level ol
prophecy is of a Lind that s entirely ditferent than any other

prophet’s. As Ralibenu Avraham ben Ha'Rambam puls it,

Hashem speaks to other prophets through an ntermediate

agent, through an angel, but to Moshe He speaks direetly.

And that is what we need 1o know; the Rambam lays
down as fundamental the principle that Moshe Rabbenu'’s
s prophecy transcends that of all other prophets in a most
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~Divine through the medium of their elevated personalities; -

} Moshe’s words are not transmitted through any medium, { i3 10 Of DA TR TR A8ANT QD\
( they are Hashem's words themselves. He is an entirely pure / ~ IR -
channel; his lens is so unclouded that the light itself shines ~ ' 55 67 /‘\ = pMY WRIN IR N33

here as it does there; there is absolutely ne nuance of his
individua!l perscnality shading the words: and when we mand owd naRnna Tpbni
we are
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y fundamental about

That is wt

and that is why

ars words

ement m
with : slationship is close and
personal 2 sturdy bridge between higher and lower
worlds. One who ventures onto that bridge takes the first
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2:) Moshe Rabeinu Was a Gilgul of Hevel
and Korach Was a Gilgul of Kayin

I was struck by a wonderful idea! We find an incredible

revelation from our great mentor, the Arizal, in Sha'ar

HaPesukim and in Likutei Torah, on this week’s parsha. He
teaches us that Moshe Rabeinu was a reincarnation of Hevel;

whereas, Korach, who disputed his pronouncements and
_ authority, was a reincarnation of Kayin, Hevel's brother. Thus,
‘.’F just as Kayin became jealous of his brother Hevel in their first

incarnation, prompting him to kill his brother; similarly, in this
gilgul, Korach was envious of Moshe.

The Shela hakadosh (Korach) adds an important point,
citing the sefer Tziyoni, authored by the divine kabbalist, Rabbi
Menachem Tziyoni. He explains that this is why Korach, a gilgul
of Kayin, was punished in this manner: p%an1 i*a nX yani nnam”
“amy. This punishment exemplified the principle of “midah

~ kK'neged midah"—“measure for measure.” For, it constituted
/‘Il a tikun for the earth having swallowed up Hevel’s blood, as

is evident from HKB"H's pronouncement to Kayin (Bereishis
4, 10): “maTNa 12 YR @Y1 TRR M7 Y1p'-- the sound of your
brother’s blood cries out to Me from the earth!

Then the Shela hakadosh adds a fascinating thought. He
analyzes the source of Kayin and Korach'’s jealousy. He relies

on an insight from the Zohar hakadosh (Bereishis 54a). In the
process of the “cheit Eitz HaDa'as,” the nachash hakadmoni
instilled its depravity in Adam and Chava. Consequently, they
produced two sons—one representing the aspect of kedushah
and the other representing the nachash’s depravity. Hevel

N

was born from Adam and Chava’'s kedushah; while Kayin was
contaminated by the nachash’s depravity.

77N,

Now, we are familiar with Rashi’s comment (Bereishis 3, 1)
in the name of the Midrash that the nachash hakadmoni caused
Adam and Chavato sin due to jealousy. Therefore, seeing as Kayin

was infected with the nachash’s jealousy, he, too, was jealous of
his brother Hevel, inciting him to kill him, Subsequently, when
o/ he reincarnated into Korach, he once again became jealous of

Moshe, Hevel's gilgul. Thus, we see that the root of Kayin and
Korach's jealousy stems from the contamination and depravity

of the nachash—who saw Adam and Chava, was overcome with
_jealousy and set in motion the “cheit Eitz HaDa'as.”

- Let us add an enticing thought. After Kayin kills his brother,
HKB"H pronounces (ibid. 4, 12): “y1xa i»nn 1 y2’—you will be

a wanderer and an exile on earth. With this pronouncement,

. HKB"H alludes to him that he is destined to reincarnate into
Korach, who will be swallowed alive by the earth. Unlike a dead
person, who cannot move about, he will continue to wander.
This is described in the Gemara (B.B. 74a); Rabbah bar bar
Chana attests that he heard Korach and his followers crying out
from the depths of the earth: “nax mmn nwn”--"Moshe and his
‘Torah are true!”

This explains very nicely why Moshe Rabeinu, a gilgul of
Hevel, chose to punish Korach, a gilgul of Kayin, jn such a harsh
and unusual manner: “But if Hashem will create a creation,
and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them and all
that is theirs, and they will descend alive to the pit.” Due
to his incredible perception, Moshe comprehended that HKB"H
was alluding to this punishment, when He said to Kayin: =y’
“ymxa mnn. Hence, he knew that he had to decree that Korach %?
swallowed alive by the earth; and that Korach together with aljjof
his followers would cry out from the depths: “max wnain awn”. )

on earth; whoever meets me will kill me!” Hashem said
to him, “Therefore, whoever slays Kayin, after seven
ge\nerations, he will suffer revenge.” And Hashem placed a

pe sign (alternatively: “a letter") upon Kayin, so that none that
meet him might kill him.

Rashi comments: Hashem etched a letter from His name ~
< on his (Kayin's) forehead. Rashi does not specify which letter |
~ from HKB"H's name, He etched on Kayin’s forehead. According

to the Tikunei Zohar (Tikun 69, 118b), the letter “vay” was

sgtched on his forehead; since he performed teshuvah and

LS accepted upon himself the sign of the covenant, HKB"H placed
the letter “vav” on him to protect him. Clearly, this deserves
further explanation.

Let us introduce the commentary of the_Avodas Yisrael
(Bereishis) concerning Kayin's curse: “paxa monn 121 p2”. An evil
spirit entered his body that did not allow him to rest; it urged

him to wander from place to place, nrevenrmo_mmfmm_ﬁndmg
rest or peace. Here is what he writes:

He explores the nature of Kayin's curse: “You will be a
wanderer and an exile in the land.” After all, a person has
freedom of choice, to choose where to settle down and when to
stop wandering from place to place. Hence, we must conclude

] that a sense of confusion was instilled in him, a sort of paranoia

and insanity that prevented him from settling down.

Now, if Kayin had been able to mentally cling to Hashem,
his_fears would have been allayed and his sentence would
have been mitigated. This, however, was the essence of “his
curse; his mind was confused and disoriented, preventing him
from establishing a proper connection with his Creator. Asa
consequence, his thoughts wandered constantly, resultmg in
.paranoia and wandering about the land.

e

53? With this in mind, the Avodas Yisrael explains the statement

: in the Midrash Tanchuma (Bereishis 10) that the sign that

HKB"H bequeathed to Kayin was the eternal sign of Shabbas:
“Just as Shabbas found merit in Adam HaRishon, it did the
same for Kayin." In other words, since Shabbas Kodesh is a
dav of rest, it provided Kayin with respite and solace from the
= confusxon that raged within him. In the words of the Avodas
Yisrael: ns1 7950 R7133 P73 100, WP naw 0w non by byw wis”

J9r1ae3 ISR R 931 1PRSNR Bvt Y5 193 99 imun Wy On Shabbas

Kodesh, he was able to connect with the Creator and find rest
and solace; for all the forces of “din” and the forces of Gehinnom

rest and relax on Shabbas.

The Division of Neshamot into Kayin and Hevel

We will elaborate on this notion further, so that we can
comprehend how this applies to each and every one of us. In
Sha'ar HaGilgulim (Introduction 6), the Arizal teaches us: "
43 MK TR BYRT R BIR YV 13 Yam pp nvns an amwan o
SRy 1R pr1onn Yo% Most Jewish neshamot fall into one of

two categories; they either resemble Kayin or Hevel, the sons

.)If of Adam HaRishon. The neshamot from the category of Hevel

are primarily good; whereas the neshamot that possess the

character traits of Kayin, are affected by the corruption of the
nachash and its jealousy.

Furthermore, in_Sha'ar HaPesukim (quhezkel Parsha 20),
the Arizal teaches us_that Hevel's neshamah is rooted in the

midah of chesed; whereas, Kayin's neshamah is rooted in tl_lg_‘

midah of gevurah, Therefore, all kohanim, whose neshamot

reflect chesed, represent the neshamah of Hevel; on the other
hand, all leviim, whose neshamot reflect gevurah, represent the
neshamah of Kayin.

()]




L"_C) Then the Arizal adds an amazing chiddush. Had Kayin
not sinned--killing his brother out of jealousy, thus damaging
the midah of gevurah--as the firstborn, he would have been

/-\/awarded the avodah of the kehunah, the priestly service. This

is reflected in HKB"H's statement to Kayin (Bereishis 4, 7):

“pw 37970 DX RiS"—is it not true that if you do good, you will

be forgiven? In other words, if you overcome your jealousy,

you will be awarded the avodah of the kehunah. Now, had
. Kayin merited the avodah of the kehunah, the leviim—who

represent the neshamah of Kayin—would have been privileged

to be kohanim, performing the avodah in the Beis HaMikdash.
> The kohanim, on the other hand, representing the neshamah

&

h of Hevel, would have been inferior to them, performing the
functions of the leviim.

Due to Kayin's sin, however, and the damage to the midah of
gevurah, the roles were reversed. The kohanim, representing
Hevel and the midah of chesed, were elevated to serve Hashem

i in the Beis HaMikdash; whereas the leviim, representing the

*\ neshamah of Kayin and the midah of gevurah, were assigned
to assist the kohanim, Thus, their midah of gevurah was
moderated by the kohanim’s chesed. This is the gist of the
Arizal’s chiddush with some additional clarification.

S

Thus, we learn an astonishing fact. _In truth, Aharon was
designated to be a levi; as explained, this implies that his
neshamah stemmed from the midah of _g_‘?YBfa}E_ffEPL _the

category of Kayin. Yet, he did not follow in_the footsteps of
Kayin, who murdered his younger brother out of jealousy.
Instead, he subjugated himself to his younger brother, a gilgul
of Hevel; when presented with Moshe's rise to greatness he did
; on the contrary, he s rejoiced. Therefore, Y

- not become envious; on
! he was rewarded by being designated the Kohen Gadol. all the |
7 future kohanim performing the avodah of Hashem in the Beis |
b H;ﬁ?@:ﬁiﬂqgld,,;,.e.‘S.q.e.m.‘ from him._The same would have

been true of Kayin had he overcome his inner jealousy.

y4J This enlightens us as to why Korach, a gilgul of Kayin, was

~ envious of Aharon being appointed Kohen Gadol. Despite being
alevi, with a neshamah stemming from Kayin, Aharon managed
tr.)wrectify Kayin's blemish. As a result, he was elevated to the
status of Kohen Gadol. Witnessing Aharon’s success, Korach,
too, longed to rectify Kayin's blemish and be elevated to the
status of Kohen Gadol.

However, he made an egregious error. Aharon merited
his elevated status, because he refused to follow in Kayin's
féotstepggghe was not jealous of his younger brother. On the

)( contrary, he was overjoyed by his brother’s success and rise to
greatness. Korach, on the other hand, a gilgul of Kayin, followed
in Kayin's footsteps; he was envious of Moshe, a gilgul of Hevel,
and Aharon. So, not only did he not rectify Kayin's blemish, but
he added insult to injury; he continued the legacy of jealousy
;;‘i;re‘f(;re, he was punished by being swallowed up by the earth,
as HKB"H alluded to Kayin: “paxa nvnn 113’

RN e —
According to the Arizal (Sha’ar Ma’amarei Razal, Avos, ibid.),

when reciting these four statements, one should have in mind
that each one corresponds to one of the letters of the holy

name: “Who is wise . . .” corresponds to the letter “yud”. ..
“Who is strong?” corresponds to the letter “hei” ... “Who is

[rich?” corresponds to the letter “vav”. .. “Who is honored?
Corresponds to the second letter “hei.”
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L"-') Accordingly, the third statement: “ipYns nawa Pwy NER"—
corresponds to the letter “vav” from the name Havaya. We
can explain the connection between the letter “vav” and being
content with one’s lot based on what the Divrei Yechezkel
(Vayechi) writes ift the name of the Zohar hakadosh (Bamidbar
121a). He explains that the letter “vav” represents the lifeline.
providing every living creature with its appropriate needs.%
Hence, a person who sincerely believes that HKB"H provides
every living creature with its daily needs via the letter “vav” is
content with his lot. Perhaps this is alluded to as follows: 1mR”
“ypna v wy—the word "pbna” can be broken down to read
"y puns; thus, the Mishnah states that a rich person is a person
who is content with what HKB"H provides him via the lifeline
represented by the letter “vav.”

Now, this enlightens us as to why HKB"H etched the letter
“vav” in Kayin's forehead. Kayin was cursed: “y K3 n*nn 132"
According to the Avodas Yisrael, this indicated that he was

possessed by an evil spirit that did not allow him solace; he
# could not be content. Consequently, due to his innate jealousy, )

* wandered from place to place, always in search of new horizons.
Therefore, HKB"H etched the letter “vav” from His name on
Kayin corresponding to the statement: “1p5n3 nawn Twwy 1ANK".
In the merit of the letter “vav” on his forehead, he would be
afforded the opportunity to overcome his inclination toward

"f‘\,}jeglousy and lack of inner peace and harmony by being content

with his lot. o

Liu The Tiferet Shlomo here teachesus a tremendous chiddush.

L’ | The earth merited being “the mother of all creation”—

providing nourishment for all creatures like a mother providing

for her offspring—solely in the merit of her humilit'z and lowly

*spirit. She is content with the lot and role given her by HKB"H.

Despite the fact that all creatures step on her, she produces

food for them. It is for this reason that we pray: “Let my soul

be like the soil to everything”—let us adopt her way and

behave with humility and a low profile; with this attitude, we

will also be content with our lot. By doing so, we will also have

\ the privilege of providing all that is good and positive to those
t*yvho surround us.

This then is the implication of the passuk: 1*s nx Y7871 nnany”
Y91 B T, w197 Y5 IRY 1P TR BTN 95 NINTBINS NINT BRIN YYam
“nyw men o ws In other words, when the earth opened up
its mouth to swallow Korach and his followers alive, it did so to

‘ harangue them and all living creatures of flesh and blood with
the following words of rebuke: What business do you lowly,
human beings—who were created from the earth and are
destined to return to the earth—have pursuing the imagined
kavod and whims of Olam HaZeh. After all, you will realize
that a human being's fate is that he is here one day and th:
next day he is already in the grave. That being so, learn from
me to be content with your lots while you are still alive; so
that HKB"H will not rush to return you to the earth.

’\‘5 This is the exalted message that everyone should learn from
the parsha of Korach. Due to the presence of the neshamah of
Kayin in a person—personifying the midah of gevurah—itis as if
he has a fire burning inside him always driving him to seek more.
Even after achieving his goals and receiving what he sought, he

is incapable of resting peacefully and being content. For, he is
infected with Kayin’s curse: “ya8a *nn 1 ya"—impelling him to

ceaselessly pursue greater successes and goals.

It is advisable, therefore, to connect with the letter “vav” that

HKB"H imprinted on Kayin's forehead, corresponding to tﬂ_ie

statement: “yp5ma mawn ey meR”. Believe wholeheartedly in the
letter “vav” -- 1 poms -- the lifeline with which HKB"H proviaes

every living creature with its daily needs. Furthermore, as we




