Unpretentiousness & Understanding
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‘ 1 Iwould nowlike to presentto our royal audience a fascinating
\ i —— - ideaexplaining why our blessed sages established the reading of
/LEVITICUS PARASHAS SHEMINI 5 10/1-7  parshas Parah on Shabbas Kodesh, We will refer to the passage
in\the Yerushalmi quoted by Rashi above: Rabbi Chama states
1The sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, each took his fire Ppan, they put fire in them and placed ~ that to be chronologically correct, we should really read
incense upon it; and they brought before HAsHEM an alien fire that He had not commanded Zthe passage of HaChodesh prior to the passage concerning
them. 2 A fire came forth from before HASHEM and consumed them, and they died before HASHEM, the Parah; for, the Mishkan was erected on the first day of
3 Moses said to Aaron: Of this did HASHEM speal, saying: “l will be sanctified through those  Nissan, Rosh Chodesh Nissan, while the “Parah Adumah”
who are nearest Me, thus I will be honored before the entire people”; and Aaron was silent, was burnt on the second day of Nissan, Nevertheless, it was
4 Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Aaron’s uncle Uzziel, and said to them, instituted to read the passage concerning the Parah first,

e because it describes the process by which Yisrael are able

toLpurlfy themselves. At first glance, this still deserves further

19/1,8 explanation. Why did they see fit to institute the purification of
Yisrael prior to its actual set time in the month of Nissan?

9\ /NUMBERS

PARASHAS CHUKAS
1 HASHEM spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying: 2 This is the decree of the Torah, which "t et Sy R -’ :
Hastem has commanded, saying: Speak to the Children of Israel, and they shall take to ;. also provides atonement for the “cheit ha'eigel” Let
you a completely red cow, which is withou =

Sl tblemis{l, and upon which a Yoke has not come. -+ Jis refer to Rashi (ibid. 22), who cites Rabbi Moshe HaDarshan.
* You shall give it to Elazar the Kohen; he shall take it to the outside of the camp and someone

e . Tye compares the situation to the son of a maidservant who
shall slaughter it in his presence. 4 Elazar the Kohen shall take some of its blood with his L . - PR ;

. . B , i “¥~soiled the palace of a king, They said, “Let his mother come
forefinger, and sprinkle some of its blood toward the Tent of Meeting seven times. 5 Someone : e “ ..
¥ s i Yo @ .. N s e and wipe away the excrement. Similarly, let the parah

(& mother cow) come and atone for the “eigel” (its calf),
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If it were possible for a person to completely rid himself of gaa-
va‘b, he would nhever come to sin. Our Sages (Derech Eretz Zuta 6)
enumerate seven traits that bring a person to sin, the foremost of
which is gaavah. These traits can be compared to an electric circuit;
only when there is a connection is there light. Likewise, without
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ashi, in his explanation of the mitzvah of Parah
Adumabh, illustrates how each aspect of this mitzvah
correlates to and rectifies the sin of the golden calf.
The cedar is the tallest of all trees and the hyssop is the lowest, sym-

bolizing that the haughty person who sinned should lower himself to

the level of a hyssop and a worm, and he will be forgiven.

-
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Amalek Caused the Blasphemous Thoughts
that Led to the Cheit HaEigel

As a loyal servant in the presence of his master, I was struck
by a wonderful idea. 1 would like to establish a connection™
between the fantastic idea presented by the great Rabbi of Apta,
zy"a and the explanation of Rabbi Moshe HaDarshan presented
by Rashi. The Rabbi of Apta taught us that we read parshas Parah
immediately after Shabbas Zachor in order to cleanse ourselves
after the annual battle with Amalek on Purim. Rabbi Moshe
HaDarshan explained that the Parah Adumah atones for the “cheit
ha'eigel” Initially, they appear to be two separate issues.

Yet, upon closer scrutiny, it becomes evident that the two
are intimately related. For, we learn from the Sefas Emes (Yisro
5635) that the underlying cause of the “cheit ha'eigel” was
the poison they were infected with due to their skirmish with
Amalek: 75ny »12 %y mon Yon Saya 95 ans nwyiw obipbpn b svmay?
v nr ywan He emphasizes this point again (Purim 5636):
AY3P DTIP PR 2370 WK, PRy ywan »10 Yy 83 Yapn xun bo o nerm”

LMY TIRYT TR AN NN ll\l truth, the entire incident of the
“cheit ha'eigel” was set in motion by the wicked Amalek;
he confused us prior to receiving the Torah; he injected us
with a poisonous venom and the yeast in the dough.

Elsewhere, we find another fascinating insight from the
Sefas Emes (Parah 5638) related to this subject. He explains the
significance of Moshe's remark to Yehoshua as they drew near to
the camp after Yisrael sinned with the “eigel” (Shemos 32, 17):
17 1N R, IS Rt Y nwn DR R s opn YIp AR pwin paen”
“pratw 1IN ALY Y wibn nuy M pR1 s miy—Yehoshua heard the
sound of the people in its shouting, and he said to Moshe, “The
sound of battle is in the camp!” He (Moshe) said, “It is not the
sound of shouting of might (the sound of victory) nor the sound
) of shouting of weakness (the sound of defeat); a distressing
o sound do I hear!” Rashi comments that Moshe recognized the
sound to be: The sound of blasphemy and vilification, which
distress the soul of whoever hears them. So, why did Yehoshua
sense that the sounds they heard were the sounds of battle?

'l The Sefas Emes explains that Yehoshua sensed via his .
“ruach hakodesh” that the “cheit ha'eigel” was perpetrated
b)'; the aftereffects of the skirmish with Amalek, which he
had participated in, as it is written (ibid. 17, 9): Y nwn mx»"
_“@oay3 onen R¥Y 0WWAR uY N3 ywir-- Moshe said to Yehoshua,
“Choose men for us, and go out to do battle with Amalek.”
Now, the Torah records that Yehoshua did indeed successfully
weaken Amalek (ibid. 13): “avm 0% my nx1Phny NR YW WY —

Thus, we have definite substantiation rein forcingthe greatRabbi
of Apta’s notion that after the battle with Amalek, despite being
victorious, we still needed taharah from the remaining aftereffects
of its poisonous venom. As explained, this caused Yisrael to sin
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Yehoshua weakened Amalek and its people with the edge
of the sword. Nevertheless, Amalek succeeded in introducing

with the “eigel.” Therefore, he explains that it is imperative to read
parshas Parah right after Purim, earlier than expected, to purge

a poisonous venom into the hearts of Yisrael that caused them

to make the “eigel.” Therefore, when Yehoshua approached

- the camp, where the “eigel” had been formed, he remarked to

Moshe: “The sound of battle is in the camp.” In other words, he
—

@ensed the remaining aftereffects of the battle with Amalek.

rourselves of the untoward effects of Amalek’s venom—the poison
of the yetzer hara. Hence, this coincides magnificently with Rabbi

. Moshe HaDarshan's elucidation that the Parah Adumah provides—
-atenement for the “cheit ha'eigel,” which was precipitated by the
poisonous venom Amalek had infected Yisrael with,



We: find a fantastic, practical explanation from the immaculate
teachiings of the great Rabbi of Apta, zy”a, the author of the Ohev
Yigr-ael, brought down in Toras Emes (Purim 5632), authored
by the great Rabbi Leibel Eiger of Lublin, zy"a, based on what
the Maor V'Shemesh (Shemini) presents in the name of the Ba'al
Shem Tov hakadosh, zy"a. They write that the broom used to
clean the house becomes dirty arfll sullied itself in the process.

I\rLsimilar fashion, when we combat the yetzer hara, even
if we ultimately overcome it and defeat it; nevertheless, the
struggle and interaction with the force of evil leaves behind
a negative impression in a Jew’s being. Consequently, it is
pecessary to purify oneself of this evil stain. Therefore, Chazal
placed parshas Parah immediately after Purim, when we have
just battled and eradicated Amalek. For, parshas Parah provides
the purification necessary to rid us of the evil stain that remains
WS after interacting with Amalek on Purim.

He is teaching us that this process recurs for every Jew, year
after year. Just as HKB"H performed miracles for our ancestors
in the past on Purim to vanquish Haman and his followers, Fhe
descendants of Amalek; so, too, in our current times, on Purim,

, annually, HKB"H helps us vanquish Amalek and its ministering

('/\Jilelngel, the yetzer hara, who wages war against us all year long.

Therefore, immediately after Purim annually, we must purge
ourselves of the poison that the yetzer hara has infected us with.

S oM Thoyh Tonhr R fluth

In Toras Kohanim (in the portion of Acharai Mos) it is stated that
Nadav and Avihu erred by not consulting Moshe for advice on
whether it was proper for them to bring this incense. They also
erred by not asking each other for advice. ‘

We see two important ideas from this Braisa. One, before doing
something that is questionable, make certain to consult someone-
who is older and wiser. You might feel that what you are about to
do is the right thing to do. But there are always aspects th.at you
might have overlooked or were unaware of. The second tpmg we,
see is that if they were to have consulted each other they might n9t
have erred. At first glance this seems puzzling since theylboth did
the same thing. But we see the principle that at times two people
can do something, but if they would have discussed the matter
between themselves they might have reached the conclusion that

f(JQ they should refrain from their behavior. Neither one might come to
this conclusion on his own. But together they might. Develop the
habit of discussing things with peers to see if there are reasons why
you should not do some of the things you feel like doing.
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This extremely intense desire to come closer to God that Nadav

and Avihu had cultivated came to overshadow everything else in their

lives — even God’s Own commandments. The Torah refers to this burn- :

§

ing intensity as “an unauthorized fire,” to teach that the “fire” of reli-
gjous zeal must be channeled in accordance with the guidelines of the
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Giving Over the Intangible

‘The certainty of emunali is attained only through intense z'ldhcrencc
to our mesorah. It is the unquestioning acceptance of the truths of our
emunah as received from previous generations. It is not blind acceptance,
chas v'shalom; rather, it is the certainty achieved by living a passionate
Yiddishkeit with kedushah and taharah that has been passed down’

. through the generations. Since the emunall is lived, there is no need for
= Pintellectual understanding (as elaborated upon in Ch. 26). Just as one is
aware that his eyes and ears function without needing to understand

39

how, this type of emunah leaves no place for doubts.
‘The mesorah is therefore more than just handing down traditions
or indoctrination of blind faith; it is the inner feel of the chelek Eloka
mimaal inherent in every mitzvah and its preparation (sce Vol. 1, p.
121). Jt_s the spiritual, intangible aspect of Yiddishkeit, not just the
actual observance of the mitzvos. It comes from parents gencrating an
aymosphere in the home in which the world of ruchniyus can be sensed.

When children receive this mesorah, they become filled with emunah

-~

peshutah. Rav Shimshon Pincus once said that the first thing taught to
a child is Torah tzivah lanu Moshe: However, even before knowing that,

the child is aware that we kiss the mezuzah or a sefer. ‘lhe love of the

mitzvah portrayed by the child’s role models is the core of the kedushah
_ that is then absorbed in his heart.” For example, it is incalculable how
much ennnah is instilled in a voung child upon observing her mother
lighting the Shabbos licht. Such a moment is a portrayal of the neshamah
ol Yiddishkeit.'The more a child witnesses this type of heartfelt meaning

aiven to ruchniyusdig pursuits, the stronger it registers as reality.

e In order to pass on the mesorah and successtully instill in children
cinunah peshutah, the mitzvos should be fulfilled with some level of
simchdh and passion,® with _the realization that they connect us to
Llashem. 'Though today, as mentioned, many of us are not on the level to

awaken strong feelings through our avodas Hasherm, we are required to

make the effort so that our children can grow up with a heightened sense ¥
of ruchniyus and aspire toward greatness.* It is well known that Rav
Shach zt7] pointed at his neighbor who merited children who were great
talmidei chachamim and declared it was because he spent time singing
zemiros at the Shabbos table with them.

s

#When we are sechanech our children, we must give over not just the
obligation to do mitzvos, but the neshanah—the passion and joy—in
performing them. 'This is the mesorah that will make ruchiyus real for
our children and thereby instill in them true enumah peshutah.
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Emunah through Osmosis, Not Discussion

{hroughout the generations, this emusnalh was never taughtas a specific
aqd direct subject. Just as breathing and speaking is not taught, so too,
ejuunah. It is the intangible, the essence of a Yid, In the words of Hagaon
Rav Hillel David shlit'a: “Emunal is acquired through osmosis, not by
tqaching it Enmunah is connecting to Hashem through the constant
work of shivisi Hashem ['negdi samid, realizing that one is always in is
Presence (see Ch. 32). It can therefore only be instilled in our children
by exposing them to a lifestyle of ruchniyus and kedushah so that this
connection s real for them, not by teaching facts and information.

As explained later, emunali is our identity, We don't need to acquire jt

through educational methods; we have it! Chinuch in cmunal provides

children with the ability to overcome the negative influences that darken
the ohr haemunah that is naturally found within them. It is a lifelong

~ ~ . 3 . h
task of nesharmalt overcoming gufand its numerous distractions, which
is accomplished by living within the ruchniyusdig reality of Sinai
much as possible. '

S I 2ig

wd other Rishonim permitted to explore the truths of emual; through
miellectual proof?*

as

I answer is that they only delved into the logical aspect after having
*}hicved the certainty of emunali through kabbalas avos™ This served
v a reinforcement to emunah peshutah, rather than a proof. They never

I sorted to human logic as a starting point, which would be assur as the

Rambam says, since they would then consider the alternative views as
well. Rather, they approached chakirah with the conviction that whether
or ot they would succeed in corroborating the kabbalal with the
wichel, they would not veer from their preexisting emunah.>

T —

No Need to Understand

‘The more a child is exposed to the spirit of Yiddishkeit, the more he
lives within the ruchmiyus dimension revealed at Sinai. His ermunal will
be steadfast even in the face of trials and difficultics, since he will be
aware that there is a Divine Plan and all the discomfort he may endure
is for his own eternal good, even though the human mind cannot
fathom how and even though it doesn’t make logical sense. HHe lives and
experiences enunal; therefore, he has no doubts or questions and does

* not seek logical reasons for what happens to him or those around him.

Conversely, one who is distant from emunah peshutah and whose
awareness is based on what his mind understands will be unable to cope
with challenges that cannot logically be understood. Since he does not
relate sufliciently to an emunah based on living with the Ribono Shel
Olam, his emunah is limited to human understanding. And when, as
will inevitably occur at some point, his experiences are not consistent
with that understanding, he will be at a loss (as explained further
in Ch. 28).
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