—

o P PR

2"own nva Nnwno

f

toward it; and HASHEM churned Egypt in the midst of the sea. 28 The water came back and —
covered the chariots and the horsemen of the entire army of Pharaoh, who were coming behind
them in the sea'— there remained not a one of them. 2° The Children of Israel went on dry land
in the midst of the sea; the water was a wall for them, on their right and on their left.

30 On that day, HASHEM saved Israel from the hand of Egypt, and Israel saw the Egyptians
dead on the seashore. 3! Israel saw the great hand that HASHEM inflicted upon Egypt; and the
people revered HASHEM, and they had faith in HASHEM and in Moses, His servant.

1'-l-.hen Moses and the Children of Israel chose to sing this song to HASHEM, and they

) ment. Reverence, as used here, implies respect and recogni
_ tion that God is exalted and superior (Or HaChaim).
T3y My 113 W — And they had faith in HAsHEM and in
Moses, His servant. Although the nation had believed in God
from the start of Moses’ mission in Egypt (4:6), their belief in
s+~ God was now strengthened, and they saw clearly that Moses
spoke only in His Name (lbn Ezra).
That the Jews saw God's great hand is mentioned only
after they saw the dead Egyptians — but surely the splitting
of the sea should have been enough for them to recognize

fachleved a higher attainment than SImple fear of pumsh /
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His greatness! If the Egyptians had emerged from the sea
alive, the miracle would have seemed to be for no purpose,
because after the Ten Plagues there was no need for God to
prove that He controlled nature. It was only when the same
miracle that saved the righteous simultaneously punished
the wicked that the Jews recognized a new dimension of
God's greatness (R’ Moshe Feinstein).
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Rav Elchanan Wasserman Hy”d explains how only a fool can
thesexistence of a Creator. For this reason, even a child is obli
‘to have emunah. The fact that the greatest philosophers did
.acknowledge this truth is not because it requires extreme depth; r:
their denial originates from what he refers to as shochad (bril
and negiyus (bias) of materialism, which are very powerful. Sinc
admission to the truth of a Creator Whom they are required to list
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would compel them to curb their earthly desires and physical pur:
they were forced to disbelieve even the simplest and most obvio:
truths.
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layer in order to get past this negiyus. If there are social issues or neg
experiences involved, a great measure of love and siyata d'Shiz
necessary to break through and penetrate the heart.
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fter the awesome miracles Bnei Yisrael witnessed at
the Splitting of the Sea, the Torah tells us (and we
recite it daily during Shacharis): Bnei Yisrael saw the
great hand that Hashem inflicted upon Mitzrayim, and the natio.n
feared Hashem and believed in Hashem and in I\/{oshe. H.zs
servant. How is it that their fear of Hashem preceded their belief in ‘
Hashem? Shouldn’t the oxt“lder ktl;:ve bee.;lﬂ;"teyvirfsfe:;ir?gngi:ter one ,LNARD DR PYWAY D1 9 Y3 9P ,ANNRA PION Yan jRan x
: ; i e possi . p
b’elz/e;:; tk\ZrS:m:\trir lIfetvs\tietz ch:uld say, “One canmot discuss~, D219 _TONN_ 270 NP0 MR TMWN NrnY RYY — 1Y Inxn wm
/ . =
| emunah with a drunkard.” Only after the drunkard sobers up does ‘
Yhe have the clarity of mind to discuss belief in the Creator.

lyov, who suffered overwhelming misfortunes, declared in his mis-
ery, “If only I knew how to find Him... I would set out my case
hefore Him” (Iyov 23:3). Chazal (Shemos Rabbah 30:11) explained
his declaration with a parable. An officer once proclaimed, “Show
me the king and I'll explain everything to him.” The officer was then
brought to the palace, where he saw the king blind a lieutenant, con-
fine a princess, exile a general, cripple a captain, and banish a prime
minister. Subsequently the officer announced, “I apologize, for I was
drunk and did not realize the power of the king.” Likewise, Iyov was
shown how Hashem caused Yitzchak to become blind, Miriam to be
isolated due to her tzaraas, Avraham’s offspring to be exiled, Yaakov
to-be crippled (in his fight with the angel), and Moshe to be banished
from Eretz Yisrael. Subsequently Iyov announced, “I apologize, for |
was drunk and did not realize the power of the King.”

Without a proper appreciation of Hashem'’s exacting stan-
gdards of retribution, a person is, to an extent, “in the dark.” The
emunah referred to in the Torah is not the basic knowledge that
there is a Creator. After the miraculous redemption from "Egypt,
God's existence was not a subject for debate. Rather, the Torah
is referring to an understanding and acknowledgment that every
single aspect of the world is run completely and solely by Hashem.

*Although the Jews had previously questioned the prudence of their
1 redemption from Egypt, they were roused from their “stupor” by
the exacting punishment meted
Qut to the Egyptians. Witnessing
the precision of Hashem’s ret-
ribution brought them to a new
le@ of appreciation of Hashem’s
; involvement in every aspect of the
he can’t see past his du}orld’s operation. In this way, fear
bottle — i.e., his self- brought them to faith.
indulgent Iifestyle. ” J In a similar vein, someone who
is entirely caught up in a material-
dstic lifestyle is, for all intents and purposes, a drunkard. There is no
Way to speak to a person about emunah when he can'’t see past his
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bottle — i.e., his self-indulgent lifestyle. Only after he awakens from
his stupor can he achieve the clarity of mind to discuss spirituality in
general and belief in Hashem in particular.

- Unfortunately, we have all too many alarm clocks trying to awaken
us from our slumber. The terror in Eretz Yisrael, and the tragedies
and suffering that have befallen numerous people, are all wake-up
calls from the King, meant to instill awe in our hearts and make us
realize, “Jf this is the power of the King, then we indeed have been
drunk until now.” Since we haven't appreciated His omnipotence
and providence in every last aspect of the running of the world, He
('s\trying to teach us a lesson in emunah. We need to wake up from&

the deep slumber brought upon us by our very materialistic world,
ryb our eyes, and discern Hashem in every facet of our lives.
(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Beshalach 14:31)
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¥ nei Yisrael had surely believed in Hashem even before this event, but un- |
Ztil that time it was more of an intellectual belief, whereas now it became
~  transformed into complete emotional conviction (emunah chushis).
~N In a similar vein, it says, “This is my God, and I will make Him a habita-
tion, the God of my father, and I'will glorify Him” (15:2). The Belzer Rebbe,
Rav Aharon Rokeach, explained that “This is my God” refers to an intellectual
faith attained by contemplation and research. That type of faith makes Hashem
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& habitation, and is praiseworthy, but “the God of my father” — simple faith
handed down by tradition from generation to generation, ascribes exaltation
-‘i@shem, and is the higher level that one should attempt to reach.

The reason for this is that when a person encounters difficulties in the per-
formance of a mitzvah or faces trials of any kind, he tends to ignore the di-
xectives of his intellect, preferring to adopt the easier path and succumbing to
hig heart’s desires; whereas someone whose faith is crystal clear and feels the .
pregence of Hashem tangibly, kivyachol, can more easily overcome the urge tOj 107 101D ' n7wa DT ;{3
$in, due to his fear of Hashem. .

Although intellectual faith is also needed, it is not enough. The Rambam
writes that “it is a positive commandment to know and believe,” on which Rav
Chaim Brisker comments that “knowing” refers to faith attained through the
intellect, and “believing” to faith in something being true even though it may
not be comprehended by the intellect. This means that the mitzvah of emunah
incorporates both “knowing” the existence of the Creator as a necessary article
of faith and “belief” in concepts that we are not capable of grasping with our
intellect, such as why Hashem created the world at the time that He did. We
know that as human beings our intellectual abilities are limited.

The Chassid Yaavetz, who was expelled from Spain in 1492, wrote that
during the period of the Inquisition, the Jewish philosophers were the first
to convert, whereas the simple folk, imbued with simple faith, refused to suc-
cumb (see his Ohr HaChaim, chap.2 and his commentary on Avos 1:21). The
philosophers merely used their knowledge to rationalize their actions. Thus,
experience shows that simple emunah chushis is the higher level to strive for,
and one that is unique to the Jewish nation.
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4 HIRAS HAYAM is filled with the most sublime and profound
Sexpressions of ruchnius. What is the purpose, therefore, of the
descriptions of the emotions of the gentile nations that is contained
therein? J1TAT’ 0"y WWHW — The nations heard, they trembled, MR o
NWYD "W — they were shivering, DVIX *D12X Y2121 IR — they were con-
fused, Ty TOIR? IR YK — the powerful heroes of Moav began to
shake violently, |39 *2WY 23 1221 - the people of Canaan melted apart,
12K9 M Y1 1TI2 IO AR OPY 10N - Fear and fright would fall
upon them; with the greatness of Your arm they would become silent as
a stone (Shemos 15:14-16).

The key word to understand here is the word I¥. It appears at the
begi‘fming of the Shirah, “Az yashir (@? 1R),” and is used also when
describing the emotions of the gentile nations, “Az nivhalu alufei

{Edom?” What is the connection between these two expressions of

‘az’?

,J Both Bnei Yisroel and the gentile nations experienced the com-
plete upheaval of the natural order that occurred at Yam Suf. Al] the,
inhabitants of the earth were filled with awe, fear, and trembling,. Yet,
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a profound difference can be seen in the way Bnei Yisroel used the
{ntense emotions that Krias Yam Suf evoked, compared to what the
-gentile nations did with these same emotions.

# Klal Yisroel channeled the emotions of fear into an intense awe of
HaKadosh Baruch Hu: “01812 ‘5 AWy WK {2710 T NX oKXW 811
" IR OV IR — And Yisroel beheld the great hand with which Hashem
acted against Mitzrayim, and the people were in awe of Hashem,”
(Shemos 14:31).

This pachad, this feat of Hashem, is a wonderful tool that can lead
ta diligence in avoiding all manner of evil, as it is written, “DTN WK
772 915 127 WP TN TNBn - Praiseworthy is the man who fears con-
stantly, and the one who hardens his heart shall fall into evil” (Mishlei
28:14). This fear can take many forms. One person may be filled with
yiras haonesh, fear of Divine retribution, if he allows himself to suc-
cumb to his desires. A loftier level is yiras chet, fear of transgressing
the directives of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Still higher is yiras Shamayim,
where a person is so filled with awe and awareness of the greatness

4/ of the Ribbono Shel Olam, that he is terrified of causing the slightest
" affront to His honor. Some call this yiras haRommemus, awe of the
exaltedness of HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

On whichever level a person finds himself, he can harness yirah to
simultaneously experience an indescribable joy. The pachad Hashem
Tzevakos puts everything into the proper perspective and .erases
the distractions and doubts that disturb one’s peace of mind. Yirah
brings home the truth of the Divine command. If one knows and

. understands that nothing matters but the Ribbono Shel Olam and His

Torah, then all the troubles of this world disappear, and are replaced

%bv simchah. Indeed, Chachmei Yisrael tell us, “Ein simchah K'hataras
hasefeikos - There is no greater joy than the elimination of doubt.”

This is the tried and true path to avodas Hashem: “7iX7°2 "1 NR 172y
77972 191 — Serve Hashem with awe and rejoice in trembling?” (Tehillim
2:1{‘) Avodas Hashem begins with awe, and ultimately produces a great
sense of joy that emerges from the dread. ;There is no contradiction
hgt_w;e_@_n_yirah and simchah. Rather, they are ‘two sides of the same

coin’-and together, a Jew can serve Hashem properly. True yirah is

accompanied by simchah. Yirah that lacks the element of simchah
is not true yirah. Indeed, the lack of simchah is the cause of a great
amount of suffering, as it is written in the Tochachah (Rebuke), “nrn
5 2171 225 M0 AN PRIPR T NK NT2Y X2 WK - Because you did not
serve Hashem with gladness amidst all the bounty” (Devarim 28:47).

- D - e

Tallis and tefillin form the basis of the next step in our prayers,
the joyful reciting of Pesukei De’zimrah, which concludes with Shiras
4‘4 Hayam. Shiras HaYam itself was the joyful response to a terrifying and
awe-inspifing event. “IN71"1 018102 1 WY WX TATAT TR DR PR R
" X BY1 - And Yisroel beheld the great hand with which Hashem acted
against Mitzrayim, and the people were in awe of Hashem,” (Shemos
14:31). This experience triggered a response of deep emunah in the
hearts of the people. It brought them to trust in Hashem and His
servant Moshe. The clarity of their vision, led them to prophecy, “IX
TR? 1R 7P DRI APWA DR X 121 7w W - Then Moshe and
Bnei Yisroel sang this Shirah, saying..”

‘ﬁg Yisroel had witnessed events that turned the world they
knew upside down, and they were awestruck, but they responded

x to that fear by transforming it into Shirah and praise to HaKadosh

Baruch Hu, avodah in its highest form, reaching a plane where they

e i

A - j
experienced nevuah on such a high level that, 1 01 %y Anow Anx?
112 72 PRPIM X7 X2W - A maidservant saw at the Sea what Yechezkel
ben Buzi never saw.”
\gThe yiras Shamayim they felt at the Sea, which expressed itself
through the Shirah, continued to influence the Jewish nation; the
influence (hashpauh) of this event carried on through to the building
of the Beis HaMikdash: “/i1 7y 112y 19 ~ Until Your nation, Hashem,
passes through” “JN?n1 W12 MYWVN WRIN - Bring them and plant them
on the Mount of Your heritage” “T1 1312 *YIX Wi - The Sanctuary
of my Lord shall Your hands have established”” Indeed, the hashpaah
continues to the end of time: “19 B WY 71 't — Hashem will rule
forever and ever” All these possukim from Shiras HaYam show how

~J Klal Yisroel harnessed the awe-inspiring events they had witnessed

in order to reach unprecedented levels of Avodas Hashem,

3 The gentiles experienced the same great fear: “NY oY WHw
nWeD 2wy IR 20 — The nations heard and were distressed, terror
gripped the inhabitants of Philistia,” yet they used the emotionally-
charged events for nothing: “iX — Then,” the very word that intro-
duces the rapturous song of praise uttered by the lips of every Jewish
person, also marks the beginning of the gentile nations’ response to
Hashem's mighty show of power: “BV7X *DY?X 197121 IX — Then, Edom
became confounded; 797 WINR XMW *°X ~ The mighty ones of Moav
were overcome with trembling; 1933 22wy 92 131 ~ All the residents of
Canaan withered.” Chazal tell us that the terror caused the men to lose
their desire. This is what Rachav hazonah complained of when she
said, “D2°30% YR *2WP 92 13031 *21 - For the inhabitants of the land
have withered before you” (Yehoshua 2: 9). The response of the gentile

s~Jnations was characterized entirely by emptiness and futility.

“INDY WK 02y 250 — Fear and fright fell upon them?” They were
filled with so much fear. “197% 21122 - They beheld the greatness of
Your arm?” That is, they saw the great revelation of HaKadosh Baruch
Hy and they had every reason to begin singing shirah, yet, a7
JAR) - they were silent as a stone.” Not one word of shirah escaped their
lips. The yirah was completely wasted on the gentiles. For Bnei Yisroel,
however, even the glorious praises of the Shirah were not enough. In

every generation, through the entire span of time, our unique and

~, Sacred task is to take the hisgalus, the revelation of the Shirah and

raise it ever higher.

4 Just as Bnei Yisroel harnessed the intense emotions they experi-
gnced at the Sea, we too, must seek to utilize the intense experiences
we encounter to strengthen our avodas Hashem. Sometimes, a person
may feel overwhelmed with sadness or fear over some tragedy. Though
the impetus for the strong emotion might not have originally been
centered on HaKadosh Baruch Hu, a person might make use of this
arousal and channel these emotions toward HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
Chazal tell us (Sotah 2a), “I11 11 MY 1 9P%72 VIO X - One
who sees the disgrace of a sotah, should take on a vow of nezirus from
wine.” Every event that has enough power to shock us should some-
how be harnessed, lest we lose the inspiration. If we allow ourselves to
feel, to be impressionable, then we open for ourselves many avenues
of growth and inspiration. With each successive inspiration that we
grasp and take with us, even in some small way, we raise up our level

_*/ of consciousness. Though the event will fade with time, we will have

taken its lesson and impressed it permanently upon our hearts.
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