Ephraim’s Escape
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: 37 The Children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand

' men on foot, aside from children. 38 Also a mixed multitude went up with them, and flock and
cattle, very much livestock. 3° They balked the dough that they took out of Egypt into unleavened
cakes, for they could not be leavened, for they were driven from Egypt for they could not delay,
nor had they made provisions for themselves, 4 The habitation of the Children of Israel during

P

~40. The duration of the Egyptian exile.

Although the verse gives the duration of Israel’s stay in

4, Egypt as 430 years, it is clear that the nation could not have
been in Egypt that long, for the lifetimes of Kehoth, who
came with Jacob, and his son Amram total only 270 years,
and Amram’s son Moses was eighty at the time of the Ex-
odus. Rather, the Rabbinic tradition, as cited by Rashi, is as

which they dwelled in Eg,
four hundred a?&?hirty years,
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8 And He said to Abram,

their own, they will serve them,

-nation that they shall serve,
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t was four hundred and thirty years. ' It was at the end of
and it was on that very day that all the legions of HASHEM left
‘the land of Egypt. 21t is a night of anticipation for HASHEM to take them out of the land of

“Know with certainty that your offspring shall be aliens in a land not
and they will oppress them four hundred years. “But also the
I shall judge, and afterwards they shall leave with great wealth. > As
for you: you shall come to your ancestors in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age., ' And
the fourth generation shall return here, for the Iniquity of the Amorite shall not yet be full until then,”

V8o

follows: The Covenant between the Parts (Genesis 15:7-21)
took place 430 years before the Exodus, and that is the pe-
riod referred to in our verse. At that time, God foretold to
Abraham that his offspring would endure 400 years, during
which there would be exile, persecution, and servitude —
but not necessarily all of them at the same time. Those 400
-~-gpyears began with the birth of Isaac, since the prophecy re-
ferred to Abraham'’s offspring (Genesis 15:13). Thus, the Ex-
odus was perfectly calibrated to conform to the prophecy to
Abraham, for Isaac was born on the fifteenth of Nissan, and
exactly four hundred years later, precisely at the deadline —
Yin, at the end — of the prescribed time (v. 41), the Jews
were liberated. The actual sojourn in Egypt lasted 210 years
(Rashi). Accordingly, the verse’s reference to 430 years as
the time they dwelled in Egypt means that the Egyptian exile
had been decreed 430 years before the Exodus.
,fRambam (lggeres Teiman) cites this chronology as an il-
ustration of how prophecies are often understood com-
pletely only after they come to pass. Until the Exodus, it was
not known if the 400 years were to be dated from the
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prophecy to Abraham, the birth of Isaac, Jacob’s descent to ..
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number of the tribe of Ephraim, convinced that the 40
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5 Egypt, or the beginning of the Egyptian servitude. A sizablg

years began from the Covenant, attempted a mass escap
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thirty years before the Exodus, and many were slaughtered
by the Egyptians\(_see Megillah 9b).
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The Clock of Exile
The exile of Avraham’s descendants is mentioned clearly in the verse as
one that will last for 400 years.
In actuality, we know that the Jewish People spent 210 years in Egypt, a
little over half of the amount which was decréed. What became of the re-
fnaining 190 years?

Numerous explanations have been offered by the commentators:
BNy o

1. Rashi® explains that the first phase of the de&ég, your descendants
shall be strangers, began with the birth of his son Yitzchak. At that

time the Land of Israel did not yet fully belong to Avraham, and thus
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his descendants were strangers in a land which was not fully theirs.
The time elapsed from the birth of Yitzchak until the time that Yaakov
went down to Egypt is 190 years, giving a total of 400 years.

2. The Pirkei d'Rebi Eliezer™ states that the mandate to enslave the JeW{sh\
People only extended to the daytime. The Egyptians, however, forced
the Jews to work at night as well, thus doubling the amount of work
time, and halving the number of years that they were there.®

3. Some commentators explain that when the verse says that the Egyp-
tians embittered the Jewish People’s lives, it means that they over-
worked them in a way that compacted 400 years’ worth of oppression
into 210 years. According to the Vilna Gaon,® this is alluded to in the
verse which states nin nx v — and they embittered their lives.” The
cantilation notes on top of those words are called kadma ve'azla, which

( is Aramaic for “going out early”. The message is that the Jewish People

ended up going out early on account of the bitterness of the years they
spent in Egypt.
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4. Others explain that since the Jewish people reproduced at an unnaturally
high rate, they were considered to be representing multiple generations of
Jewish servitude at the same time.”

7\( All of these explanations share a common theme. Namely, the 40 ¥s
of the decree were calculated in a way that resulted in the Jewish People be-
ing considered to have served the term of 400 years without physically hav-

- ing stayed there for that duration of time.

This idea gives us further insight into the words TP DX 2w 1 apnw —
Hashem calculated the end, i.e., He calculated a way to consider the term of
400 years to have come to an end. Indeed, the word yp, which means end, has
a numerical value of 190. Thus, we are saying that Hashem chose a way that
calculated those 190 years in order to bring about the redemption before we
were physically in Egypt for 400 vears. )
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THE F‘OUR-HUNDRED THIRTYYEAR PLAN

God originally revealed to Avraham that his descendants would remain
enslaved in a foreign land for four hundred years (Bereishis 15:13). In a
later verse we find a reference to two hundred ten years of enslavement
(see Rashi, Bereishis 42:2). However, in parashas Bo we come across the
number 430 for the first time:

-The settlement of the Jews who lived in Egypt was four hundred

3
as “God'’s armies,” to strengthen Egypt’s economy. These angels aba
doned Egypt at the exact moment when the Jewish people depart
(hence the Verse, “At the end of four hundred thirty years, all of Go
armies left Egypt in broad daylight”), since the entire purpose of thx
bolstering that country’s economy had been for the sake of sustainis
the Jewish people. Once the Jews left, Egypt no longer played a role
God'’s plan for the Jews, so the country reverted to a state of f1nahc1

thirty years. At the end of four hundred thirty years, all of God’s ar-
mies left Egypt in broad daylight.
(Shemos 12:40-41)

Rashi demonstrates through an exhaustive genealogical calcula-
tion that the Jewish people could not possibly have remained in Egypt
for this long — no more than four hundred years could have elapsed

" from the time of Yitzchak’s birth until the Exodus. Rashi concludes that
the Torah is taking into account here the thirty-year period that elapsed
_from the Bris bein HaBesarim until Yitzchak’s birth. Although this d'g-‘

counts for the extra thirty years, Rashi does not explain why the Torah )
would include this apparently unrelated period of time in the tofal
« number of years that the Jewish people stayed in Egypt. }'

-

Netziv explains that since God created the world primarily for the

and technological darkness.

sake of the Jewish people, it follows that the major events of history are

*o:ches_tﬂ_rated to set the stage for specific events that will bear signifi-

cance for the Jews.

This concept has been expressed — at least in some measure — by a
growing number of modern historians, who have attributed the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel to the Holocaust. In attempting to explain

why the United Nations, a traditionally anti-Semitic body which has
shown its true colors in recent years, ratified the 1947 resolution célling
for the establishment of a Jewish state, these historians conclude that the
nations of the world were consumed with guilt for turning a blind eye to
the atrocities the Germans perpetrated against Jews throughout the Ho-

their acts of msensmVlty and soothe their troubled ¢ consciences.
During the Nuremberg Trials, a journalist managed to interview
one of the Nazi war criminals who had been sentenced to death for his
crimes against humanity. When the journalist asked the Nazi whether
he regretted his actions, he answered, “I regret only one thing — I fear
that we may have caused the establishment of a Jewish homeland.”
¥ Following the same logical strain, Columbus’s discovery of / Amer-
ica could be viewed as a divine plan, enacted five hundred years in ad-

vance, to prepare a safe haven for the Jewish people in the twentieth

century, where they would find refuge from East European pogrbms,
Communist religious persecution, and Hitler’s Final Solution.

'F” Netziv explains that Egypt became a regional superpower exactly
430 years before the Jewish people’s Exodus from that land. Egypt’s rise

to world supremacy coincided exactly with the Bris bein HaBesarim. At

the moment when Avraham learned that his descendants would be en-
slaved by a strange nation, God began to set the stage for this episode in

Jewish history, by elevating the underdeveloped nation of Egypt to the

level of a regional superpower. This was necessary for the divine plan,
for only a major superpower would be capable of sustaining such a large

Jewish population.

. At that point, God sent a group of angels, to whom the Torah refers
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Our blessed sages teach us that members of

“the éﬂévét of Ephraim left Mitzrayim 30 years prior to the

designated time of departure. Erroneously, they figured

that the galus bégan at the time of the Bris bein HaBesarim.

Based on their calculation, the 400-year decree of galus was <
completed 30 years earlier. Concerning these members of

Ephraim, we learn in the Gemara (Sanhedrin 92b): xmv
"PRY PRY 1Y BMIBR 13 YR 37 TR URFI TRAW B n—

and who were the dead that Yechezkel resurrected?

Rav said: These were the members of Ephraim, who

calculated the end, but erred. In his commentary, Rashi
explains that they erroneously calculated the 400 years of
galus and bondage from the Bris bein HaBesarim rather
than from the birth of Yitzchak.
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We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
introducing a fascination explanation from the Shela

7~ _hakadosh (Pesachim) based on the following Gemara
(Shabbas 10b): Spwn Yrawaw ,mnam pa us B8 naws Y8 obys”
Laana1 AR 13 RPN, 103 IR 10 jowy apYY Y nYMmanbo uw
"B¥1gnY WAEN 171 m31n—a_person should never treat
one son differently than his other sons; for, on account
of two selaim’s weight of fine wool that Yaakov gave
Yosef in excess of his other sons, his brothers became
envious of him, and as a consequence, our forefathers
descended to Mitzrayim. The Tosafos are perplexed by
this statement, After all, the matter was preordained at

'\[.

the Bris bein HaBesarim before Yosef was sold into slavery.
Tosafos suggest an answer, but the other commentaries
disagree as to their meaning.

So, let us present the Shela hakadosh'’s interpretation of

the Tosafos. In truth, the'tally of 400 years began from the

, very night of the Bris bein HaBesarim. Due to Avraham’s
extreme distress concerning the decree, it was considered
s if the galus began already on that night., Thus, it turns
out that Bnei Yisrael deserved to depart Mitzrayim at the

cﬁnpletxon 0f 400 years from the Bris bein HaBesarim.

e However, the jealousy of the shevatim caused them to
sin. Seeing that Yaakov loved Yosef, his youngest son, more
than any of his other sons, prompted them to sell him into
slavery, landing Yosef in Mitzrayim, As a result, he suffered
until he was thirty years old; at that time, however, he was
brought before Pharaoh and elevated to the position of

_" Viceroy of Mitzrayim. To atone for those 30 years, 30 years

were added to their decree of galus. In all, they had to stay -

it Mitzrayim for & 30 years.

This explains why HKB”H told Avraham at the Bris

bein HaBesarim: “Your offspring will be foreigners in

a land not their own; they will enslave them, and they
will oppress them for 400 years.” In other words, at the
time Avraham was notified of the future galus, the decree

® was only for 400 years; however, after the sale of Yosef, an

additional 30 years were added to the decree. Therefore, *

the passuk in our parsha states: “The habitation of Bnei
Yisrael during which they dwelled in Mitzrayim was
‘q 430 years.”

Rashi’s source is the Midrash (S.R. 20, 11). It states that
30,000 members of shevet Ephraim died as a punishment
for leaving Mitzrayim 30 years before the designated time.
They deduce this fact by expounding on a passuk in parshas
Beshalach (Shemos 13, 17): pma 8% gyn AR fyan mhws
"Enwba ¥aR 177 mpbr—it happened when Pharaoh sent
the people that G-d did not lead them by way of the land
of the Pelishtim. According to the Midrash, G-d did not Z

want Bnei Yisrael to see the scattered bones of the members
\of Ephraim that had been killed by the Pelishtim at Gath:
oL

qu The shevet of Ephraim miscalculated and departed
"Mitzrayim before the term had been completed;
consequently, 300,000 of them were killed. Why were
they killed? Because they calculated the term from the
day that Avraham was informed at the “Bein HaBesarim”;
they erred by 30 years . .. And they were killed by the
Pelishtim . .. Their bones were piled up along the road;
for, they departed thirty years before their brothers left
Mitzrayim. HKB"H said, “If Yisrael see the bones of the

» sons of Ephraim lying on the road, they will return to
Mitzrayim ... What did HKB"H do? He took the blood of

T ——— - - - — 4

2o the sons of Ephraim and dipped His garments in it, so to

Jred?” HKB"H replied, “I will not be consoled until I

speak, as it states (Yeshayah 63, 2): “Why is Your clothing 3

avenge the deaths of the sons of Ephraim,” as it states:
“G-d was not consoled” (Translator’s note: The Midrash

= interprets the words "Bra Kb as “He was not consoled” .
yather than as “He did notIead them.”)

According to the explanation of the Shela hakadosh, it
is easy to comprehend the miscalculation of the sons of

Ephraim.” For, in truth, the 400-year term of galus should

have begun with the Bris bein HaBesarim, when Avraham
. was informed that his offspring would be in galus. Yet,

as we have learned, after the shevatim sinned by selling

YQTef, 30 years were added to the term of galus to atone for
- Yosef's 30 years of suffering.

€N Bnei Ephraim Erred because
" They Were Not Involved in the Sale of Yosef

Let us add a tantalizing thought as to why the members
of Ephraim miscalculated. After all, they descended from
Ephraim, the son of Yosef. Hence, they were not involved

—3p Whatsoever in "Mechiras Yosef” Now, although the
Gemara (Sanhedrin 27a) teaches us that all of Yisrael are

)

regponsible for one another; nevertheless, that principle
only applies when they have an opportunity to protest
and fail to do so. In the case of Ephraim, he wasn't born,
yet, at the time of the tragic sale; hence, he did not have
the opportunity to protest the sale. Therefore, the sons
of Ephraim mistakenly thought that they did not have to
serve the extra 30 years that were appended to the original
decree of 400 years due to the sin of “Mechiras Yosef."

3 Nevertheless, they were wrong, For, although they
did not participate in the sale of Yosef, they still required
atonement. For, Yosef himself was partially responsibiefor
his sale into slavery. As the Shela hakadosh (Vayeishev)
writes in the name of the kabbalists, Yosef HaTzaddik is
counted among the ten martyrs who died to atone for his
sale. By reporting his brothers” bad deeds to their father,
he caused the sale.

q:Z'T’LWe can also suggest another reason that the members
of Ephraim were punished. When HKB"H delegates Moshe
to take Yisrael out of Mitzrayim, He says to him (Shémos 3,
16): nx91 B2UNIAR *POR 1 DTSR NIRRT SRADY "IPT DR NOONY 75"
0% WP NRY BSAN NTPR TIPR MKY 3PP PRY BOEN YN YN
"emsns—go and gather the elders of Yisrael and say
to them, “Hashem, the G-d of your forefathers, has
appeared to me, the G-d of Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov, saying, ‘l have indeed taken account of you (712"
"n1pn) and what is being done to you in Mitzrayim.”
Then, HKB"H promises him (ibid. 18): "upYy whwy—
they will heed your voice. Rashi explains that Yisrael
had a tradition passed down t5 them from Yosef that this

wording--"n1pa Tpa"—would_signify_their redemption.

~ For, it is written (Bereishis 50, 25): Yx1w %13 nx qom yawsr

© "mm snmsy nx BRYYYM DONR BPYR TP TP MmRb—then
Yosef made the sons of Yisrael swear, saying, “G-d will
indeed remember you ("npp» mpr), and you will bring
my bones up from here.”

% Thus, welearn thatall of Yisrael had a tradition regarding
the sign that would signify the geulah. Clearly, this tradition
included the members of Ephraim, who were the offspring
on_(mef. They had been taught that the redeemer would
use the wording "n7pa 1pa”. So, they knew better than
tp depart Mitzrayim before hearing those specific words,

-Furthermore, if they truly believed that the time of the

t/?ggglah had arrived, how did they leave Mitzrayim without

the bones of Yosef, their elder, who had made Yisrael swear

to take his bones out of Mitzrayim? Therefore, they were
Jpunished accordingly; they all died, and their bones were
"Vscattered along the path.
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. Additionally, we can provide another reason for their
harsh punishment. According to their calculation and
reasoning, the term of their galus and bondage had
been completed. Yet, what possessed them to leave
Mitzrayim and abandon their brothers behind to endure
the harsh servitude in Mitzrayim? By departing alone,
they reawakened the sin of “Mechiras Yosef”; they were

-.K_in(lpervious to the suffering of their brothers just as the
l}rothers were impervious to Yosef’s pleas. As the brothers
admit to each other (ibid. 42, 21): mwR 12 mx 9y 1rN BRWR SaR"
"RINT 1980 19K I3 19 7Y 1upnw K91105R 122005 1wn 198 19K —
indeed, we are guilty concerning our brother inasmuch
as we saw his heartfelt anguish when he pleaded with
us and we did not listen; that is why this anguish has
befallen us. Therefore, they were punished and they all
died, since HKB"H judges tzaddikim exactingly.

-
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3% At the Future Geulah FKE"H Wil Dor Garments
Dipped in the Blood of the Sons of Ephraim

Indeed, the premature departure of the members of
@lmnm from Mitzrayim was tragic! It is fitting, therefore,
they we delve deeper into the matter. What possessed them
Fo do this seemingly selfish, incomprehensible act? So what
if they did not participate in the sale of Yosef; neither did
the sons of Menashe or the sons of Binyamin, Neither of
them ele.cted to leave Mitzrayim before the rest of Yisrael,

‘They abided by the teaching.of the Mishnah (Avos 2, 4):

"M3%¢R 1M w1on Y8"—do not separate yourself from the
community. So, what prompted the sons of Ephraim to
depart Mitzrayim alone?

o -

With the utmost reverence and love, 1 would like to
propose an answer to this puzzling question. Let us
refer back to the conclusion of the Midrash cited above.
It explains what HKB"H did after Bnei Ephraim were

. killed: What did HKB"H do? He took the blood of Bnei
Ephraim and dipped His garments in it, so to speak,

}as it states (Yeshayah 63, 2): “Why is there red on Your

' clothing?” HKB"H replied, “I will not be consoled until J

\l avenge the sons of Ephraim, as it says, “And G-d was

not consoled.”

shevet of Ephraim erred, and they departed Mitzrayim
before the term was completed. Notwithstanding, even if
they. made an honest mistake, it behooves us to explain why

»~ they merit having HKB"H wear garments immersed in their
blood at the time of the future geulah,

Bnei Ephraim from Whom Mashiach ben Yosef Will
Descend Mistakenly Believed that It Was Incumbent
upon Them to Pave the Way for the Geulah

& To explain the matter, we must rely on Chazal’s teaching
thatin preparation for the future geulah, HKB"H will initially
send Mashiach ben Yosef, hailing from shevet Ephraim,

' }')(ior to Mashiach ben David, hailing from shevet Yehudah.
Aswe h‘avé learned in the Gemara (Succah 52a):
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The Rabbis taught in a Baraita: HKB"H will say to
Mashiach ben David, who will be revealed speedily
in our times, “Ask something of Me, and I will grant it
to you”... But when he sees that Mashiach ben Yosef
was killed, he will say to Him, “Master of the Universe,
I ask You for nothing but life’ HKB"H will say to him,
“As for life, before you even requested it, your father,
David, already prophesied about you (Tehillim 21, 5):
“He asked life of You and You have already granted it
to him, etc.”

Regarding this subject, the _Maharsha writes . in
Chiddushei Aggados:

%€ At the time of the future geulah, swiftly in our times,
Initially Mashiach ben Yosef will come to save Yisrael
- .. Yet, he will be killed by the multitudes of idolaters
that will return to Yerushalayim. The complete geulah

will not be realized until the arrival of Mashiagﬁ‘h'b'en

David, as explained in several texts.

In Sha’ar HaKavanos, our teacher, the Arizal, explains
that when we recite the words; nams n15;?§5:111 NOIY”
"pan—and the throne of David, Your servant, may You
establish soon in its midst—in Sheyxbr‘ie};_Eﬂs}"ejh, we

‘gthe war of Gog and Magog. We must endeavor to explain
where this is alluded in this tefilah we recite pertaining to
the throne of David.

It appears that we can explain the Arizal’s meaning
based on what we have learned in our sacrgd sefarim.
Mashiach ben Yosef will come first. He will be killed in
the battle of Gog and Magog to atone for the sins of the -
generation and to pave the way for the arrival of Mashiach
ben David. Accordingly, we can suggest that this is the
allusion inherent in the formula we recite: JTay 717 XvoY
"3 nownY nama. His arrival should not be delayed until l
after the demise of Mashiach ben Yosef due to the sins of

‘L the generation. Instead, may he arrive speedily by having ./
HKB"H forgive us and pardon all of our transgressions.

|
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" The Bnei Yissaschar (Kislev-Teves 2, 25) explains
Yaakov's rationale for sending Yehudah to Yosef, He relies
on_the Arizal's explanation in Likutei Torah (Ki Seitzei)
that the galus in Mitzrayim encompassed four galuyot,
and the geulah from Mitzrayim encompassed four geulot.
Accordingly, the geulah from Mitzrayim served as a
preparation for the future geulah, as it is written (Michah 7,
15): "nixbna 188 B18n yIRE TARS m90"—as in the days you
left the land of Mitzrayim, I will show it wonders,

e e e e

Therefore, Yaakov sent Yehudah to join Yosef to make
. preparations for the future geulah that would be led by
’(' Mashiach ben Yosef and Mashiach ben David. Based on
what we have discussed, we can suggest that this is why
HKB"H arranged for Yosef to descend to Mitzrayim before
Yehudah—just like Mashiach ben Yosef (from shevet
Ephraim) will come before Mashiach ben David (from
shevet Yehudah). This is the allusion inherent in the
Passuk: "miwa 1anYy vy o R vanb nbw e nkr—and
he sent Yehudah ahead of him to Yosef, to prepare
ahead of him in Goshen. The passuk employs the term
358) n"awa), possessing the same gematria as 358) nmwn),
alluding to the future geulah that will be led by the Melech
HaMashiach. This concludes his sacred remarks.

It shall be on that day that the Lord will once again
show His hand to acquire the remnant of His people, who
* will have remained from Assyria and from Egypt and
from Pathros and from Cush and from Elam and from
Shinar and from Hamath and from the islands of the sea.
He will raise a banner for the nations and assemble the
castaways of Yisrael; and He will gather in the dispersed
ones of Yehudah from the four corners of the earth. The
jealousy of Ephraim shall stop and the oppressors of
Yehudah shall be cut off; Ephraim will not be jealous of
Yehudah, and Yehudah will not harass Ephraim. Rashj
comments: Mashiach ben Yosef and Mashiach ben David
will not be jealous of each other,

:‘:’( This enlightens us with regards to the egregious
error of the sons of Ephraim, who departed Mitzrayim
prematurely; they thought that they were following in
the footsteps of their elder, Yosef, paving the way for all
of Yisrael. According to their calculation, the 400 years
of galus were over for them, since the additional 30 years

were on account of “Mechiras Yosef” a cheit which they
had no part of. This led them to conclude that they were

* supposed to leave Mitzrayim separately in order to pave
tl\’xe path of redemption for all of Yisrael,

Now, they were indeed very brave men and great
warriors. Nevertheless, by leaving alone without the rest
_of Yisrael, they realized that they might be killed along the
_Way—just as the future Mashiach ben Yosef hailing from
shevet Ephraim, who will come to redeem Yisrael before

Mashiach ben David, will be killed. They were willing to_

accept this risk in order to fulfill their task, just as their
predecessor, Yosef HaTzaddik, had done and just as their
descendant, Mashiach ben Yosef, was destined to do in

preparation for the future geulah.

@ In truth, however, they were mistaken, They should
ot have left Mitzrayim without ex licit permission from
Hashem to do so. Their misguided act was not in any way

{ comparable to Yosef’s descent to Mitzrayim. He did not go.
down to Mitzrayim of his own free will; he was sold into '

- slavery by his brothers, Similarly, Mashiach ben Yosef will \

- only come to redeem Yisrael after being instructed to do ”

so from above. Therefore, they were punished and theyall -
died in the process.

3 LB

Notwithstanding, their intentions were I’shem
Shg__njjgy_i_m;and,they sacrificed their lives for the kedushah
of Hashem. Therefore, HKB"H will dip His garments in
their blood, so to speak. Furthermore, at the time of the
future geulah, when Mashiach ben Yosef will come initially
to redeem Yisrael and will perish, HKB"H will add his blood

to the blood of the sons of Ephraim. Thus, HKB"H will exact

. revenge from the goyim that killed them._ It turns_out,
therefore, that they will not have died in vain. Seeing as
they acted I’shem Shamayim, HKB"H will use their blood to
hasten the geulah for all of Yisrael.

\ \ 350 @ MALcHUs BEts Davip: Tae FIFTEENTH BERACHAH
e

he Rambam says that the war of Gog U"Magog described in
the Prophets (Yechezkel, ch. 38-39) will occur after Mashiach

comes. This contradicts the gemara (Sankedrin 97a-b) that
says that the war of Gog U'Magog will occur éefore Mashiach comes.
Likewise, Targum Yonasan (Shemos 40:11) says that Mashiach ben Yosef
will wage the war of Gog U’Magog and this is prior to the coming of |
Mashiach ben David. However, there are other sources in the Yerushal-
mi and Midrash that support the Rambam's opinion and place the war”
of Gog U’Magog affer the coming of Mashiach.

Perhaps we can resolve this seeming contradiction based on the
Rambam’s premise that the era of Mashiach will have three periods:
(1) when he will be presumed to be Mashiach based on his credentials
(2) when he will prove himself to be Mashiach by building the Mik-
dash and gathering in the exiles, and (3) when he will influence the
entire world to serve Hashem. Hence, the sources that place the war of
Gog U’Magog before Mashiach mean before the culmination of these
three stages. But the war will occur affer Mashiach initially proclaims
himself. This is the Rambam’s intent in saying that this will occur “in
the beginning of the time of Mashiach.”

Alternatively, we can explain this with Rav Saadiah Gaon’s statement
concerning the terrible trials and tribulations that will occur with the
coming of Mashiach ben Yosef. He explains that these will be necessary
only if Mashiach comes at the deadline and we need to be aroused to
do teshuvah. Ip that case, the scenario of Mashiach ben Yosef described
in Sukkah 52a will be the means to arouse zeshuvak prior to Mashiach
ben David’s atrival. However, if we merit Mashiach coming earlier,
then that scenario will not be necessary. The war of Gog U'Magog may
still occur, initiated by the nations who wish to defeat Mashiach, but
then it will occur after Mashiach’s coming. It will only occur before
Mashiach’s coming if it is necessary to arouse us to Zzshuvah

')';l; The Gemara says (Shabbos 118) that one who eats three meals on

Shabbos will be saved from three calamities: the trials and tribulations
;ribr to Mashiach, the judgment of Gehinnom, and the war of Gog
U'Magog. The Shabbos meals are the quintessence of binding this phys-
ical world to the spirituality of the World to Come, One who creates
this harmony between the worlds will not need these three calamities.?
( The trials are necessary because of the rejection of the spiritual by the)
hedonistic material world, because of the conflict between the ph)ialj

and the spiritual. The judgment of Gehinnom is needed to atone for
the conflicts that exist between body and soul and the sins that ensue
from that conflict. The war of Gog U’Magog represents the opposition
to the mission of the Mashiach and the messianic era by the evil forces -
‘of this materialistic world represented by Gog U’Magog. One who eats
the three meals of Shabbos, and thus harmonizes the physical and the
s‘piritual, will avoid the conflict that is caused when the physical and
piritual come head to head and will not need these three calamities to
rectify that conflict. ' ’
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