Clorious Cratitude

A"9WnN NINI ©w1O

\

" ] B ) Ere ol }
~N 19 HASHEM said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the
" waters of Egypt: over their rivers, over their canals, over their reservoirs, and over all their

gatherings of water, and they shall become blood; there shall be blood throughout the land of

19

Egypt, even in the wooden and stone vessels.

20 Moses and Aaron did so, as HASHEM had commanded. He held the staff aloft and struck
the water that was in the River in the presence of Pharaoh and in the presence of his servants,
and all the water that was in the River changed to blood. 2! The fish-life that was in the River
died and the River became foul; Egypt could not drink water from the River, and the blood was

19, 5-5% "y — Say to Aaron. Although not mentioned
explicitly, it is understood that Moses and Aaron warned
Pharaoh before bringing the plague upon Egypt, as they
were commanded to do.

4 Aaron, not Moses, was designated to strike the River.
Since the River had protected the infant Moses when his
mother placed him upon it, it would have been wrong for
him to be the instrument to inflict a plague upon it (Rashi).
If the Torah considers it wrong to show ingratitude to an

inanimate river, surely one must be zealous never to slight a
human being.
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The Torah tells us that when the time came to
bring the plagues of blood, frogs and lice upon
the Egyptians, it was Aharon and not Moshe who
raised the staff that initiated these plagues. This,
say our Sages, was because Moshe had benefited
from the water when he survived in it as a newborn

__ whose cradle had been placed in the Nile. And

Moshe had benefited from the sand (which turned into lice) when he

buried the Egyptian whom he had killed.! Therefore, he could not

bring punishment upon them. '

~J However, notes Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, the plagues resulted in a grfaat

kiddush Hashem, for they demonstrated Hashem’s all-encompassing

power. Ostensibly, this should have been a reason for Moshe specifi-
cally to raise the staff and bring about this kiddush Hashem through
these elements!

Rav Dessler explains that the development of our middos is not
limited to what we understand intellectually. Middos development is
deeply intertwined with our emotions, and our emotions are great-
ly affected by our actions. True, the end result of the plagues was a
kiddush Hashem. And neither the water nor the sand had any need or
knowledge of Moshe Rabbeinu’s hakaras hatov. But had Moshe raised

his staff and hit the water and sand from which he had benefited, that Marb 7INRY AW awnb R 59MNa LIRD WP APRD PYA OTRDd S

action would have had a negative impact on him in an emotiona |
sense. It would have adversely affected his middah of hakaras hatov

<

AN — And stretch out your hand. In addition to striking
the Nile, Aaron stretched out his hand to demonstrate that
he was bringing the plague not only upon the Nile but upon

-all the waters of Egypt. Otherwise, Pharach would have
rationalized that while Aaron may have changed the Nile to
blood, the transformation of the other waters was caused by
some natural phenomenon [as, indeed, non-believers have
claimed, in an attempt to deny the miraculous nature of the
plague].
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sic to avodas Hashem.2
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the one to smite them? Moshe refrained from taking an active role

in these makkos not because of any damage that he would cause
the water and sand, but because of the damage he would cause
Jo his own character. A refined
3 person maintains a certain level
' qf respect toward anything he
comes in contact with, regardless
of what it is.
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~-) with one hand and place it on his head; he w
it up with both hands.
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We find a similar idea with
regard to the halachah of bizyi
ochlin — djsaracing food. There
are several actions that may not
be done with food because they -
constitute a disgrace to the food
(see Orach Chaim 171). Although food
refrain from degrading it for o
beings, we must behave in a con
lar vein, when

has no feelings, we must
ur own sake, because as human
sistently dignified manner. In a ) simi-
Rav Dessler would don his hat, he would not grab it

ould respectfully pick




We might not be on the level of picking up our hat with both
hands, but there are definitely things we treat cavalierly that might
deserve a bit more respect. Moreover, if we accustom ourselves

#to treating inanimate obiects with respect, we will certainly not be
careless with the respect owed to our family, friends, neighbors, and
colleagues. ;

(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Va’eira 7:19)
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What is the nature of gratitude and thanksgiving? What
is their origin in the human psyche? And whence comes
that ingratitude which is the affliction of so many of the
human race?

Here too you may recognize the giver and the taker.

The giver feels profoundly that he must reject “free
gifts.” The desire of his being is to give, not to draw to
himself things that are outside him. Consequently when
he does receive anything from anyone else he is im-
wediately prompted to give something equivalent in
return, If he is unable to do this in kind, his heart urges

~ him to repay by giving happiness to that person by way
of thanks and appreciation.

The taker, on the other hand, wants only to draw to
himself as much as he can, whether by robbery, deceit, or
other ways of “getting something for nothing.” In his

sheart of hearts he belicves that everything is his,
everything and everyone are there for his sake. When he‘g
receives some favor from his friend he consequently does -
not feel any obligation to repay it. He takes it for granted
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that people should do things for him. He is thus by nature / WHI3 INIPI 12w AYIWDR Y RIW WWN AR BRNaRY 0 ,YRYILY
ungrateful. You may find a “taker” expressing thanks, \ .J0M7 N 05N PYINT ,NTMIIORD DTN NP
sQmetimes even very beautifully. But don’t you trust him .

Qr his thanks. Gratitude may be on his lips but it is not in
his heart. He is quite prepared to cover himself in the
cloak of gratitude, knowing that this may assist him, to
obtain further favors and gifts in the future. It becomes
clear therefore that his “gratitude” is also “‘taking,” since
this is its object.

xTo sum up: true gratitude derives from the power of
giving, while ingratitude is spawned by the power of
taking.
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n this parashah, two figures duel for authority. These 290% NN 9% D) DMIRAND RIND 3T 7D ;N9 9N KRR MaT D

protagonists are Pharaoh, who refused adamantly to grant PR YV NV PINY YT M RN 20 NMRM ,p”:pnTﬁmm: o

Klal Yisroel their freedom, and Moshe, who warned him oy R May K72 Y90 nMYn R IVR YoV Wn RINWI {DAINN PTON
continuously of the impending plagues which would cripple  PM03 Y1 NMRD VYR0 MMYY 4J2Y IRTN NRT RN PRY YTV KN NRY
Egypt because of his obstinacy. But behind this confrontation I M NITTRY DIVNY MNNT 10 9V 17 PRY 19 0109 XM ,1"3pn 7Y
there lies a basic conflict of character, involving a particular TR 7% 99 DR DI VR DVITY NV AN PP NN T IRY KD PIYY
attribute which Pharaoh lacked and Moshe possessed in 19132 DR HY NV VA Y APMIT MT2T MNRD DN NNV 79I
abundance — namely, the middah of 2Wi n197, gratitude. q"apn %Y vl

It all began two millenia earlier, with Adam HaRishon, who
allowed himself to be persuaded by Chavah to eat from the tree

N0 NR IRAY (7 n nvav; none 1o0) DN QD DRNIN NR N 19INA
S99 NLY NI WD A DY DIRAY 127 ORI DY H"n RN

of knowledge. After sinning, he tried to excuse his misconduct  paywa oM XY IR Y3 0% v TIYR Tan Yyan RN N"Apm
by saying to the Almighty, “It was the wife that You gave me  ynan mp 12 fnd 397 "2 Y2 my*» N3 IDIRA N0 TNRD RN 7"apn
who led me astray” (Bereishis 3:12). In other words, instead of ~ ny1 10 WRY 29101 P71 M0 RY N0V n 991 ,Xan 2V WA nnd
feeling indebted for the wonderful gift of a partner and adnsit- ‘E P7 170 RY MOV AN YN 11 I0 RATL AN IMRA YIN NRD KA n"apn

ting to his own weakness and gullibility, he blamed the Al- | Yy3n WRY HNTH NXIT NURAYD NI AT IMN 1N INYR 720 17301
mighty for having given fim a mate, and by so doing he / NI 919935 NLIN DTROWY ,N”apn SV 9D Bhin Y31 191 Iman naan,
isplayed a lamentable lack of appreciation (viz. Rashi). Since, | 11331 'n WIPNI HYIY DIRDY RUNA W' ,dwD Y11 N8 PnT> nv

however, all human beings descend from Adam, this character,
SRR R = e e 1327NY 92W3a 792 71,72 DMON NNNRI NN 9NV W VIR NTY T TIND

“fault was transmitted to all later generations. Some people work  ¥N% D) NYM W RO 127 H¥ INNRY 19X N2 NAXY DHVNN TAYNNY K
on themselves to correct this failing, but others do not bother, NP APR YV 71,078 YV 179 <Y N0IN DINP 1NN NI 23,0 99 VN
and one such person was Pharaoh. P71 NP WN DR NHPYPIRN I MANY ,N2 Pan KW nnnon 1210 77YN N

MMIEY MY DITI DITON HNI ,RIN TWIRDY PYY NI AR RN PRY D1UN

,ANNYR NRYIND 1WA MR YR 932 JIann Y 72 RNIN YIY Yaun

PTINENIY NN 12 AT IRNAY N AP NYYI D P PIM

;ig He and the 7Egyptian nation owed the Jewish people an
immense debt of thanks. It was Yosef, the Jew, who interpreted

correctly the dream that forewarned them of a ravaging famine.
It was Yosef, the Jew, who planned and organised their survival. Q Y-6—
It was Yaakov Ovinu, the Jew, who blessed the Nile that it
should irrigate their fields and provide them with food and the
staff of life. Without those two Yidden, Egypt would have been
wiped off the map and become extinct. Nevertheless, Pharaoh
not only failed to respond with due gratitude, he even tried to
crush his benefactors with forced labour and unbelievable cru-
t(elty. This behaviour demonstrated the worst degree of ungrate-

blest of men, expected nothing from anyone — and that type
of person is always profusely grateful for any help that he is
given even fifty years later (Zichron Meir). '

It is not far-fetched to suggest that 2171 N7 is not merely
a virtue — it is positively crucial in the life of a Jew. If a person
considers how much he is indebted to the Almighty every single |-

. moment of his life, he will automatically fulfil mitzvos with a;)

(fulness by biting the very hand that had fed him. 2 joyous and willing heart. This is the only way he can show hi

‘Moshe Rabbeinu was the exact opposite — with him M3 *“gpatitude for all the Divine bounty which he receives con-
2 was of cardinal importance. He was averse to leaving the stantly.
home of Yisro even to redeem the Jewish people because his )
father-in-law had provided him with secure lodgings. He did 0:7 4 —’ﬂ-u,‘} Lo 25
not hit the water to turn it into blood or create frogs because — B e e PR e -
the water had carried his basket as a baby eighty years earlier. DI Yw YT oY amn T WKy T 13T mawn nw
Nor did he smite the earth to produce lice, because the earth V3 K .PRYAY mphnnn K whid 1NpHw MIDm mMTw. ke
tiad hidden the dead body of the Egyptian and thus protected A1 nVRD g TP 9y DK yab1 DX .O™BK OM3T 030 15T

X5 XIT D9 ,OOTHT YK M p7 OMATT IRLAN? A2nnnw Wik :,
MY DAY AW NTED TIMTN My N30 MKNNT 03w
own Swoanmwa mesab R Aapn XY owme

‘his life. Moshe honouted his debt of apprection even towards {
jnanimate objects that had helped him over half a century
earlier. It could well be that this exceptional degree of 2171 N7

pwas a consequence of his unique level of humility. Someone
who is arrogant, like Pharaoh, feels that he deserves every
Javour that he receives, so why should he be beholden for any
kindness — it is his due! Moshe, however, who was the hum- "’
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Rabbi Avraham Pam derives a practical lesson
in halaras hatov from Moshe not being the one
to bring the plague of blood and frogs upon the
water. . ’
Eighty years had passed from the time Mosl:le s
cradle had been placed in the Nile until the time
of the Ten Plagues. The passage of time had not

26

“diminis Y i igati karas hatov.
diminished Moshe’s feeling and obligation of fla !
sy Sometimes, people have the mistaken attitude of “What has he

done for me lately?” They want to forget favors of days gone by to
rationalize their not helping their erstwhile benefactor. From Moshe
I at this attitude is wrong.
“el\::)a:ht: did not bring the plague of lice upon the sansl because he
had benefited from it by using it to conceal the Egyptian whom.he
had killed. He was right to kill the Egyptian, who had t->een attacking
a Jew, but he needed to conceal the act from the king so that he
be punished for it.
W;éj;iSf:Aattizyahu Salomon notes that the sa.nd did not l'}elp Moshe
for long. Soon after, someone informed on him to t.he king and he
was forced to flee for his life. Yet, Moshe still felt 1ndel?ted to the
sand. We see from here that even if someone’s bene[?t is not long
\lasting, he still deserves our gratitude for doing that which helpedsus

in some way, at least temporarily.
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An Egyptian man saved us (Shemos 2:19). -
This is to be compared to a man bitten by a lizard
who ran te place his feet in water (a purported
remedy). When he put them in the river he saw a child
drowning. He reached out and saved him. The child
exclaimed, “'If not for you, I would have drowned.” To
which the man replied, “It was not I who saved you
but the lizard who bit me and from which 1 escaped.'::
Thus, the daughters of Yisro told Moshe, “Thanlc you
for saving us.”” To which Moshe replied, “It is the
&fgypfiqn whom I killed [and on whose account I was
“subsequently forced to run away] who saved you.”
Therefore they said to their father," An Egyptian saved
us” (Shemos Rabbah 1:32).
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It did not suffice for them to be thankful to Moshe alone, as it is

not enough to thank only the man who did the actual rescuing. So
_ t0o, it is incumbent upon us to discover the causes and drives behind {
Lthe act and acknowledge them accordingly, even if the one who |
caused it had no intention whatsoever to do us any good, and even if $
“they be as far removed from any intended benevolence as the”

Egyptian or the lizard.

R R R
The concept that we will have to explore in order to understand
this Midrash is that of 21w N33, the expression of gratitude. This
concept has been misconstrued to mean merely a repayment of
someone else’s benevolent deed. Yet a look at many of the words of
Chazal associated” with this obligation will show us its true

dimensions.

X315 MWNT3) DM AN 1K) YHUm
SOK DY NIK 10 KT8 K708 37 200 190
NI 7IYD INIR 090 MY 930 N 9K 150 WKy
A% DITRYR D331 TPy TN MY K OY NN 13
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And Reuven heard and saved him from their hands
(Bereishis 37:22).

Where indeed was [Reuven]? The Rabbis said:
Reuven reasoned, ““He included me with my brothers,
shall I not save him? I thought that I was excluded
[from the tribes] on account of my interference
[concerning Bilhah], yet he listed me together with my
brothers, as it says, 'and eleven stars are bowing down
to me.” Shall I not save him?”’ (Bereishis Rabbah 84:15).

Chazal here interpret the word “heard” not as implying that he
was far away, but rather in the sense of realization. Reuven realized
that he owed Yosef a debt of gratitude and proceeded to act
accordingly. Yosef was tried by his brothers and they concluded that
he deserved to be killed. Reuven did not question the fairness of the
trial nor the justice of the verdict, yet he felt that hakaras hatov
required him to extricate Yosef from the pit. But what had Yosef done

7¥for him? His role was merely passive, being the bearer of a message.

/It was not Yosef’s own declaration that included him in the family .

e —_— e — e — —
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not do so, but sent Pinchas instead. How did he dare deviate from

God’s command? The Midrash replies: 7712 135 oK 1703 Yanaw »y

1210 % wwyw MY 2¥n KW, Since | was made great in Midian, it is not

right to harm those that have been good to me (Yalkut Bamidbar 31).
The question, however, remains. True, Moshe had reason for not

harming Midian, but had he not been explicitly instructed to avenge

Israel? How does Moshe, the faithful servant of God, pit his own

reason against the Divine word? The answer is that the duty of

hakaras hatov was the medium for interpreting God’s word. The

contradiction between the instruction and the Divine command was
resolved by understanding it to mean ‘avenge Israel through an
agent.” Moshe made this interpretation as resolutely as if he had used
one of the Ny T3 MY nym am, thirteen hermeneutic rules of
expounding the Torah. The obligation of hakaras hatov gave Moshe
an understanding of the true meaning of God’s word. Hakaras hatov
did not negate God’s word; on the contrary, it illuminated and
revealed its true meaning.

How did Moshe know this? This lesson had been taught to him
while still in Egypt. All of the plagues had been performed by Moshe
except for that of the blood, frogs and lice — the plagues originating
from the water and from the earth. The reason these plagues were
evoked by Aharon was that Moshe owed a debt of gratitude to the
river which had served him in time of need — when he was in the
basket — to evade the decree of death, and to the earth which hid the
body of the Egyptian that he had killed. Even though the river and
earth are inanimate, and_neith’err know nor understand, still Moshe
owed them hakaras hatov. It was then that Moshe :;QEMO
command of Hashem could be taken to mean a denial of hakaras
hatov (see Rashi Shemos 7:19). e

LY - Hakaras hatov_demands_that a_person acknowledge every
= benefactor, no matter how remotely connected. Nor is his motive a
.y consideration. So great is the obligation for hakaras hatov that no
¥ effort is seen as too difficult. But most important, it is not a mere
burden, an obligatory debt, but rather it is the will of Hashem. It is a
perspective in understanding the word ofHasl}ér_n' 4
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>circle, but a Divine revelation repeated by Yosef, contained in a | ma »= man 5w uam) 9787 JPOANTI JIRT 20 21N TIRIT N3 KDY TN

dream whose content was an enhancement of Yosef’s prestige. Yet

(_the very fact that he served as an agent of Reuven’s relief made him /

deserving of recognition and repayment. This act of hakaras hatov

was noteworthy enough for the Torah to allude to it by stating ynw
12X7, and Reuven heard.

This debt extends not only to human beings, but even if we ber®fit
from mere objects we are obligated to show our appreciation as well.
In that very chapter we read that Yaakov instructed Yosef to go and
inquire as to the welfare of your brothers and the welfare of the
sheep (Bereishis 37:14). Chazal ask: We understand the inquiry as to
his brother’s welfare, but why ask about the sheep’s welfare?

“This teaches that one is to inquire about the welfare of that from
which he had derived benefit [even if it be but sheep]” (Bereishis
Rabbah 84:13). Is it not astonishing that he inquired about the sheep
in the same breath that he asked about his children’s welfare!

eq?

We have so far described the obligation of hakaras hatov upon
every person to any benefactor. There is, in addition, a much
finer point involved in this debt of gratitude. We shall see that
hakaras hatov is so obligatory and sbinding that even the Divine
command takes on a different meaning when one takes into account
his debts of gratitude. The Midrash cites a striking example in the
command to Moshe to fight Midian: o311 nixi Sx9t2 33 niopa opy,
Avenge Israel against the Midianites (Bamidbar 31:2). Yet Moshe did
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