T'oa

Power of the Press:
Scientific Progress in Halacha & Hashkafa
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According to Rabbi Nechemia, what was the
purpose of the shamir? It is because of this

braisa: These stones [on the Choshen] were
not written with ink because it says “etched

in.” Nor were they etched with a knife

because it says “in their fullness.” Rather, they
would write on them in ink and guide the
shamir on top of them and [the stones] would split on their own like dates do in the

summer without losing any material...
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something because | heard there are those that say that

printed seforim have no holiness like those that are

difference [between printing and writing].
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48b...And if printing was etching, why did they have to




use the miraculous shamir? Maybe they could have
printed with ink like we do and fulfill the dictum “etched

in!” Thus, it is clear that printing is considered actual

writing and not etching.
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| subsequently saw a responsa by Rabbi Binyamin who
wrote that printed works have sanctity because etching
also engenders sanctity, and he also brings a proof from
the ephod. But in my humble opinion this [argument] is
unnecessary, because [printing] is actual writing and not

etching. For what [is the difference] whether the pen

presses against the paper or the paper against the lead

type?! Both are writing!
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There is no [leniency that] the writing does not have holiness because it was printed, because it
was already prohibited by the Taz even though his proof has no validity because they did not
know how to print 350 years ago. Even though ... there were in metal plates for printing in
antiquity, there were not separate letters, only whole letters connected to each other and were

inefficient and not used for printing. Therefore, there is no proof for the Taz from the Talmud.
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With respect to the Chavos Yair’s refutation [of the Taz’s proof for the sanctity of printed books
from the stones on the Choshen] from the fact that printing was a new innovation... With all

due respect, did Moshe Rabbeinu who spoke face to face with G-d and Shlomo who was the

wisest man of all not know how to invent printing technology until the wise men of the nations

of the world did?! Rather, it must be that they didn’t need to [because it wouldn’t have

helped]!
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The great respect of the Knesses Yechezkel can rest in its place, and his words on the topic are
bewildering. This is not the proper way to analyze the subject to extract rulings. The truth is

that Moshe was the greatest prophet, and Shlomo the wisest person. However, Hashem saw

[all] from the beginning of time and set boundaries for intellectual development for each era

and generation.

And not every generation was equal; some eras were weak and no visions of wisdom sprouted,
and other times were filled with wisdom and many great, wise men. Everything has its proper
time and place; everything according to the will of Hashem who orchestrates generations from

the beginning [of time].
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One can form a “yud” or “vav” from a drop [of ink that fell onto the page] and there is no
problem with that because it is “chok yireichos”... And it appears to me [that the case] is that
the drop [of ink] that fell is still moist dragged by a tool to form a complete letter. It is as if the
entire letter was written anew, and dragging the ink with a knife is like writing with a quill.

Thus, it is called etching because there is no writing with a quill — just dragging the ink with a

knife.
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3. Not “In The Manner Of Writing”

In his rejection of the validity of the silk screen method, Rabbi Yosef
does not focus upon the nature of the silk screen method as a process
tantamount to connecting dots. Instead he cites Teshuvot ha-Rashba ha-
Meyuhasot le-Ramban, no. 122, who states that the procedure described
by the Palestinian Talmud results in an invalid get because “we require
that [the scribe] write in the manner of those who write”™ and con-
cludes that, a fortiori, the silk screen method is unacceptable “for after
he drips the ink he does not perform an act of writing or of moving a
pen.” In effect, Rabbi Yosef categorizes the forming of letters by means
of droplets of ink as not being “in the manner of writing.” Unlike
Rabbi Abadi, Rabbi Yosef does not regard the pushing of a squeegee to
be comparable to maneuvering a pen.

Rabbi Gross advances an even more basic consideration to disquali-
fy the silk screen process on the grounds that it is “not in the manner of
writing.” Torah scrolls, zefillin, mezuzot etc. must be written “in the
manner of writing” (derekh ketivah). For that reason, Shulhan Arukh,
Orah Hayyim 32:5, cites authorities who rule that if a right-handed

“[These words
inaugurated and
sanctified] the American
Telegraph with the name
of its author... No words
could have been selected
more expressive of the
disposition of my own
mind at that time, to
ascribe all the honor to

Him to whom it truly
belongs.”

individual writes tefillin with his left hand they are unfit for use." In
“writing,” letters are formed by discrete hand motions that give shape
to the letters. In silk screening, the motions of the hand do not give the
letters their distinct shape; rather, the shape is an indirect result that
arises from the presence of the stencil.

- Samuel F. B. Morse
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If [a right-handed person] writes [Tefillin] with his left hand they are invalid. (Because it is not

the normal way to write — like by Shabbos. — Magen Giborim)
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In the future a heavenly voice will spread across the mountaintops saying “What hath God
wrought? All who have worked with God should come and take their reward!” And the
heavenly spirit says, “Who can precede me and | will pay them? Who can praise me before |

have given them a soul?”



