Selfishness and Struggle
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declared, “It will no longer be said that you deserve the name
Jacob — which implies 2py, heel, deceit — because you ol.)-
tained the blessings deceitfully, as Esau had charged in

was dislocated as he wrestled with him. 27 Then he said, “Let me go, for dawn has broken.”

And he said, “] will not let you go unless you bless me."
28 He said to him, “What is your name?”
He replied, “Jacob.”

29 He said, “No longer will it be said that your name is Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven

with the Divine and with man and have overcome.” }
30 Then Jacob inquired, and he said, “Divulge, if you please, your name.

And he said, “Why then do you inquire of my name?” And he blessed him there.
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WHAT'S IN A NaME?

When dawn broke, Yaakov had the upper hand, for the angel, unable to
subdue him, could not escape his clutches. Thus ended the night’s long,
bitter struggle. At this point the angel asked Yaakov a strange question:
“What is your name?” (ibid. 32:28). Surely he had positively identified
Yaakov before he engaged him in mortal combat! Furthermore, when
Yaakov finally revealed his name, the angel’s response was “Your name
will no longer be Yaakov, but Yisrael...” (ibid., 29). Again, we are struck
Lby the incongruity in the angel’s interchange with Yaakov — first claim-
Gng ignorance of Yaakov’s identity, then suddenly exhibiting prophetic
vision in revealing the new name that God Himself assigned to Yaakov.
In order to gain some insight into this curious exchange, it’s im-
portant for us to explore the spiritual significance of names.
In reference to the mitzvah of yibum (marrying the widow of one’s
childless brother), the Torah tells us:

When brothers dwell together and one of them dies childless, the
dead man'’s wife shall not be permitted to marry an outsider. Her hus-
band’s brother shall come to her and perform [the duty of] levirate
marriage with her. The firstborn son whom she bears will then per-
petuate the name of the deceased brother, so that his name will not
be obliterated from Israel.

(Devarim 25:5-6) ¥

v€ In Hebrew the word for “name” is sheim, and the word for “soul” is
neshamah. When the outer letters of the word neshamah (the nun and
rghe hey) are removed, what remains is the essence of the soul — the
sheim. This teaches us that a person’s name (sheim) reflects the essencq
f his soul (neshamah), as well as his particular mission in this world. )
We see from the mitzvah of yibum that the continuity of an indi-
vidual’s name through his progeny serves to perpetuate the unique mis-
sion for which he was created. Based on the same concept, at the end of
Shemoneh Esreh, some people recite a verse that begins with the first
letter of their own name and ends with the last. The Sages explain that
at the moment of death, one’s soul leaves this world and is escorted to

.36. Instead, Jacob would receive the additional name Is-
3;25“0"‘ niy, prevailing; supeﬂon’fy. From ther} on,b it
would be acknowledged that he received the. blessings be-
cause he prevailed [177w] in an open compe.tmon to dem_;:x-
strate which of the two was more deserving (Rashi). The
angel did not have the authority to rename Jacob, nor was;
this name-change to take effect imn:tedlately. The ange
merely revealed to Jacob what God Himself would do later

(35:10).

An angel exists only to pe‘:rform
is a reflection of that mission. In
Jacob sought to learn the nature
1 replied that he had no set name,
ding to their assign-

30. pw — Your name. !
God's will, and his “name

asking the angel his name,
of his mission, but the ange
for the names of angels change accor

ments (Rashi).
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:he chamber of the Divine Tribunal to stand in judgment. There the an-
gels ask its name. As a consequence of the awesome experience it is un-
dergoing, the soul is thrown into a state of panic and finds itself incapa-
ble of remembering its name. The verse which is recited at the end of
Shemoneh Esrch serves to remind the soul of its identity.

Few people are even aware that the soul retains its original name
when it leaves its corporeal state of existence; the concept of the soul
forgetting its name seems utterly incongruous.

2> The commentators explain that the soul’s “name” refers to the partic-
ular task which it was created to fulfill. When the soul leaves this world, it
is summoned before God and asked to state its unique mission and to re-
port on the progress it made toward fulfilling that mission. If someone’s
name has been perpetuated in the corporeal realm, the special mission for
which he was created is entrusted to the children of future generations,
who will endeavor to complete it.

Sk Thus the angel’s question, “What is your name?” was in essence a
command to Yaakov to specify the unique mission for which he had
been created. Yaakov was able to overcome the natural feeling of panic
that this encounter evoked in him by focusing exclusively on his life
dnission. This extraordinary degree of self-control enabled him to keep




4At thié boint, the Emgel revealed that Yaakov had successfully

com- a,’ﬂn r‘bh‘f’ﬁ ’N:

¢ pleted his primary mission in life. The time had come for him to enter a

domain of higher spiritual consequence, known as “Yisrael,” and to ful-

fill an even loftier divine mission. This is the intent of the verse, “Your

name will no longer be Yaakov, but Yisrael.”

THE FEATURELESS FAGE OF AMALEK

Having acquiesced to the angel’s request to reveal his name, Yaakov
asked that the angel reciprocate the gesture. “Now please tell me vour
name,” Yaakov said to him. The angel retorted, “Why do vou ask my
name?” (Bereishis 32:30). :

This response is strikingly odd. If for some reason the angel was not
permitted to reveal his name, then he could have said, “No, I cannot.”

< Why did the angel answer Yaakov’s question with another question?
The fact that we happen to know the angel’s identity — the Sages tellus |
{ that he was Esav’s guardian angel — makes the question even more /
compelling. It's reasonable to assume that Yaakov was likewise aware of
the angel’s identity, If so, why did he ask the angel to identify himself in
the first place? And why was Yaakov apparently satisfied with the an-
gel's evasive answer?
Relative to this, Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin points out an apparent
contradiction in the Rambam's writings. In one place Rambam writes:

It is a positive commandment to uproot the seven nations [that in-
habited the land of Canaan], as it is written, “When God your Lord
places them at your disposal and you defeat them, you must utterly de-
stroy them...” (Devarim 7:2). If a Jew were to spare the life of some
member of the [seven] nations, he would be guilty of transgressing a
Torah prohibition, as it is written, “But of the cities of these nations
which God your Lord is giving you as hereditary territory, you shall
not leave any people alive” (ibid. 20:16). Nevertheless, [this mitzvah is
no longer relevant, for] their memory has ceased.

(Hilchos Melachim 5:4)

,,p According to Rambam, the obligation to destroy any descendant of

¢he seven Canaanite nations still applies. Practically, however, we are
unable to fulfill the mitzvah because it is no longer possible to identify
the Canaanite nations’ descendants. This is the meaning of Rambam's
words, “for their memory has ceased” — nowadays we cannot establish
their identity. Yet in the next paragraph Rambam writes:

Similarly, it is a positive commandment to exterminate the memory,
gf Amalek, as it is written, “You must obliterate the memory of
Amalek from under the heavens; you must not forget” (Devarim
25:19).

% Unlike his presentation of the first ruling, Rambam here does naot
cite any legal loopholes. Apparently he was of the opinion that even in
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The angel who struggled against Yaakov represented all the evil
contained within Esav, This demonic spiritual entity was none other
than the archangel of Amalek, who has no identity of his own. Thus it is
clear why the angel could not tell Yaakov his name — he has none. For
this reason he answered Yaakov's question regarding his identity by ask-

this day and age we have the ability to fulfill the obligation to extermi-
*ﬁ(xlate Amalek. The seeming contradiction contained in his words is self-

evident —in the first ruling he admits that we are incapable of identify-
ing the descendants of the seven nations, yet in the second he implies
that we are able to establish the identity of Amalek’s descendants.
Ao -Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin resolves this problem by explaining that
the nation of Amalek has an identifying mark that will forever set it apart
.(rom every other nation on earth. It embraces the unique ideology that
° the world will ultimately benefit from the destruction of the Jewish peo-
ple. Any individual who actively promotes the view that the Jewish peo-
ple are an undesirable element which must be purged from the world, is
unquestionably an Amalekite. Chameleon-like, Amalek continuously,
changes its appearance. In ancient times, it thrived in the form of the As-
§syrian and Babylonian people; more recently it found a home in the
\German psyche. The specific nationality within which Amalek cloaks
itself varies with each generation — jt is impossible to tell where

Amalek will surface next, because it does not have an identity of its

)

¥

ing, “Why do you ask my name?” With these words he was telling
Yaakov, “My external appearance is continuously changing; my name is

b therefore meaningless. Wherever you identify a person or a group that
—1 segeks to exterminate the Jewish people. There you will find me.”

@126 O RAV ASHER WEISS ON THE PARASHAH

Although there is profound depth and symbolism behind names
in general, the name Yisrael has particular symbolism. The Zohar
notes that the first initials of the names of all the Avos (Patriarchs)
and Immahos (Matriarchs) are included in the name Yisrael. Yaakov
was the greatest of them all, the pinnacle of everything they have
striven so hard for three generations to achieve. He combined
Avraham’s attribute of chesed (kindness) with Yitzchak'’s attribute of
gevurah (strength), in perfectly balanced tiferes (splendor).
 Since he incorporated all the myriad facets of human greatness
nto a complete, well-balanced composition, he was able to pass
them down to his children so that every one of his children found

own.
AL

meaning and fulfillment in his religious observance. Therefore,
albeit that Avraham lost Yishmael and Yitzchak 10St Eisav, Yaakov




1\

kept all of his chlldren on the path that leads directly to Hashem.
This is another symbolism of his name, Sp-qw1: “straight toward
Hashem.” For this reason, the entire Jewish nation until the end of
time is known not as Bnei Avraham, Bnei Yitzchak, or Bnei Yaakov,

but Bnei Yisrael.

Eisav’s guardian angel knew that Yaakov’'s name was destined
to be changed to Yisrael, but it did not know, or perhaps did not
care to understand, the deeper significance of the name. It realized
only that it was defeated in battle, and therefore saw the signifi-
cance of “For you have struggled with angels and men and have been
victorious.” It did not realize, however, that this name would be the

ssence of the Jewish nation until the end of time.

When Hashem gave him the name, He had both intentions.
Referring to Yaakov as an individual, He said, “Yisrael shall be your
name.” Referring to Klal Yisrael as a nation, the Torah adds, “And
He called his name Yisrael.”

The Midrash®? adds that Hashem was so proud of Yaakov's
{achievements that He chose to permanently associate Himself)

r

/

with Yaakov’s descendants, by incorporating His own Name (‘7,‘))} .

'7i_nto theirs (5x717). Of this the verse states, IXBNX 72 WK X —
“'“Yisrael, in you I take pride.”*
By doing so, Hashem granted every Jew that would ever be born
n element of His eternal holiness, which can never be destroyed
or lost. Regarding this, the Talmud Yerushalmi states:

Rabban Shimon ben Lakish said in the name of R’ Yannai:
HaKadosh Baruch Hu associated His great Name with Bnei Yisrael.
‘This can be compared to a king who had a small key to his inner

- chamber. He feared that if he would leave the key on its own, it
might get lost. Instead, he decided to attach a chain to it, which
gould easily be spotted if the key would ever be misplaced. ***

So too, Hashem feared that if He would leave Bnei Yisrael
as they are, they might become lost and assimilated among the
Qations. Instead, He attached His eternal Name to theirs, so that
they could endure forever. With this in mind, Yehoshua prayed,

o

“The Canaanite and all the inhabitants of the land will hear3"5 and will

surround us and cut off our name from the earth. What will You do

for Your great Name?”*¢ Hashem accepted his complaint and said,
" “Raise yourself up!”*®’

Qf@\b'l‘o the extent that we are attached to Hashem'’s holy Name, we
» can pray for His intervention to rescue us from our adversaries.

Even when we are unworthy, Hashem hastens to our defense for

the sake of His own honor, lest the nations say, “Where is their

God?” However, to the extent that we deny our Jewish heritage and

attempt to assimilate among the nations, we lose the best possible

defense, which is the Creator’s own patronage.

Decades before the Holocaust, the Meshech Chachmah (Rav Meir
Simcha of Dvinsk) warned that from Berlin, the very city where Jews
considered themselves more successful and integrated into secular
society than anywhere else in the world, there would arise a tornado
wind of fury and hatred to utterly destroy any bonds of camaraderie
that the Jews believed they had forged with the gentiles.

f;;),: Therefore, in times of peace and in times of war, we must real-
ize that we have no one in the world upon whom to depend no
faithful or sincere ally or political patron, except for our Father in
Heaven. By remaining faithful to His Name which is eternally inter-
twined with our own, we can rely on Him, and Him alone, to come
to our salvation at all times.
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RE-CREATION

The first step in understanding this relationship is to explore the
reason Avraham’s name is linked to creation, a role more closely
associated with Adam. When Adam sinned, he introduced the
concept of death into creation, and thereby ruined the world. The
Ramchal’ says that HaShem wanted to save the world, and t@
fore, he looked for the remaining point of goodness upon whic

to redevelop it. Avraham was this point of goodness. He wa$
the image of Adam that HaShem had in mind when He created
the world. That is the reason that 0x1302 has the same letters as
SAvraham. The first point of restoration for the world arrived when
Avraham emerged from the darkness of 2,000 years of spiritual
chaos. HaShem was waiting for this moment.
However, Avraham did not have the power to undo all the

cjamage ‘that the world had accumulated during the preceding
2,000 years. His idea of goodness didn't include any way to nullify
evil. In his eyes, the handful of tzaddikim in Sedom should save
~ the entirety of Sedom. Rather than finding a way to eliminate the
5‘( evil, he sought to salvage the good from the evil. Thus, HaShem

rejected his plea to save the cities.

3"51 Even regarding Avraham’s own life, we find an echo of this
trait. The Ramban® asks why the story of Avraham in the Torah
starts in the middle of Avraham’s life, when he already was well
over seventy years of age. Ramban explains that the early life of
Avraham included idolatry, but the “true” Avraham, the man for
whom HaShem was waiting to re-start creation, was completely di-
vorced from this evil. Because the Torah does not include untruths,
it starts its account of Avraham with Lech Lecha. Even in the story
of Avraham’s life, the good is salvaged from the evil.

However, this could not be the basis for the continuation of the

world, because evil cannot simply remain in the world as the rubble

that remains after the good has been salvaged from it. HaShem’s

creation, by its very nature, cannot contain anything bad. If only

one of the jewels in a king’s crown is beautiful and the rest of them

are mediocre, it is not a royal crown. In order for the world to jus-

tify its existence, it must reflect HaShem’s perfection. A world that
has in it both good and evil does not justify its existence.
Yitzchak progressed to the next step. He personified sheleimus
and perfected Avraham’s style, exemplifying pure righteousness.
Evil never had-any place in Yitzchak’s world. That was wonderful

regarding himself, but it did not offer a route to salvation for an

imperfect world.

Yaakov, however, was able to include the “evil” in the good by
e PR [ -

showing that if not for the evil, there would be no good either. How
did he accomplish this?

Wa

9
Chazal® say that &0 210 — very good — refers to the yetzer hara.
Rav Moshe Shapiro once explained that Txn means “more than just

THE GOOD OF EVIL

N,

¥what a person is born with.” TN refers to potential, and the yetzer
hara is the instrument HaShem gave us to bring out our potential.

~ We see this clearly on a physical level. A person is born with a
certain level of strength. When he lifts weights, he increases the
strength in his muscles. The opposition is the force that builds his

strength; if his muscles are never challenged, they remain weak and
undeveloped, with their potential locked inside. Opposition brings
put the TRn in the person.
The same is true on the spiritual level. The world has fov, which
Js apparent, recognizable good. It also has TRn, potential that we do
/not see at first glance. Our encounters with evil spur us to develop
io‘ur potential on every level, for without it, we would prefer to stay
comfortably inert. In fact, Chazal say the yetzer hara comes into a
person before he is born, because without it, the baby would not
summon the drive to escape from his mother’s womb. Evil taken
alone is evil, but when it is used for good, is makes the good stron-
ger. ;
—& Evil is like a boulder blocking a person’s path. If he wants to get
to his destination, he must summon his strength and push it aside,
and each time he does so, he becomes stronger. Likewise, anyone
who wishes to develop himself must constantly push aside the dis-
tracting and oppositional “boulders” that block his path. Doing so

i dli}:{f a transformation; the evil makes him stronger, and thus, in
the big picture, the evil becomes part of the good.

3 S Xaakov’s avodah was to take Avraham’s point of goodness and

to incorporate the evil in order to bring out the greatest potential

%< of the good. Had there been no struggle, Yaakov could not have

fulfilled his potential,
We can now understand the progression marked by the names
and renaming of the avos. Avraham’s first name was uprooted and

gdoesn’t exist anymore. We don’t know what happened to him be-

fore Lech Lecha; his early existence was discarded and unredeem—?

@ble, and therefore, the name used during that epoch in his life had

)

to be discarded. Yitzchak’s name didn’t need to change, because he
exemplified the perfection of Avraham from the very beginning of

~ lyi life. Yitzchak was totally good. However, the world could not be
sustained on either Avraham’s or Yitzchak’s names.

Yaakov found the critical element for the perpetuation of the
world. Had Yaakov been unable to incorporate the opposition into
the good, the world would have fallen apart. His new name became

o dominant, but it incorporated his old name as an adjunct. Nothing
was discarded. Every obstacle he had overcome became itself a part
of his fov.

. ,
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TWO LAYERS OF EVIL, TWO STRATEGIES

Esav hated Yaakov and struggled against him, but Yaakov chose
instead to employ cunning as his weapon of choice. This was true
regarding the blessings as well as his meeting with Esav on his way
back from Lavan’s house. But with the angel of Esav, Yaakov opted
# for direct confrontation, to the point of a physical confrontation.
Why the change in tactics in this instance?
— The reason is that Esav and his angel represented two different
layers of evil, a distinction that is critical for us to make when we




_ Zo-b-

consider trying to subsume the evil of the world within the good.
Evil’s outer layer may possess many aspects that can be incorpo-
rated into Divine service. However, the essence of evil cannot be
incorporated; resisting it is the only recourse. Thus, when Yaakov
faced off against Esav, he made a great distinction between Esav
the man, who was but the shell, and his angel, who was the essence.
,\)/If he could have worked his way around Esav, he may have suc:
ceeded in using him for the good. But the essential evil, the angel
of Esav, must be confronted and defeated directly.
—~p There is no way to domesticate the Satan and make him into a
good citizen. We cannot incorporate or adopt him. However, the

fzaddik’s struggle against the Satan is good because it forces him to

push and develop his own strength. He becomes more determined
and realizes more clearly what he needs to do and why. This is the
struggle makes each of us who we are. This is why Yaakov wrestled
directly with the Satan.

After Yaakov overtook the Satan, the Satan gave Yaakov the
name Yisrael, which refers to the fact that Yaakov contended (sa-
risa) with the angel of Esav and prevailed. Yaakov asked the angel
to identify his own name, but the angel wouldn't tell him. The
angel said, in effect, “What’s the point of knowing my name? You

)%eready have it! My name has become part of you, Yisrael.”

_7;1 This understanding of the role of opposition in making us who
we are gives us new insight into our challenging years. There are
years that we feel were wasted on struggles. We may look back, for
example, at our teenage years, and feel that we spent all our time
just staying out of trouble, at best. It might seem like a waste of the
best years of life. However, if a person thinks about his struggles,
he can see what he gained from them.

We often find that bei Torah who have obstacles to their learn-
ing eventually learn better and grow more than those who are sur-
rounded by encouragement and support. Those who are constrained

by limited abilities, financial struggles, etc. have to struggle for their

'_a\ccomplishments, but in hindsight, they often ascribe their success
to the strength they built in overcoming their difficulties. The years
of struggle are redeemed by the people that we become because of

them.
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