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) PARASHAS LECH LECHA

il AsHEM said to Abram, “Go for yourself from your land, from your relatives, and from

your father’s house to the land that | will show you. 2And ] will make of you a great nation;
1 will bless you, and make your name great, and you shall be a blessing. 3l will bless those who
bless you, and him who curses you I will curse; and all the families of the earth shall bless

themselves by you.”

3

This is all we are told about Avraham’s life in Ur Kasdim. For some
reason the Torah makes no mention of the events that preceded this
’ cc?mmandment. For example, we have no idea why God chose to speak
with Avraham, of all people. All we are told is that Avraham was the son
of Terach and the brother of Nachor and Haran. We must assume that
| he possessed some outstanding trait, but the Torah offers us no details \‘
whatsoever. In reference to Noach the Torah clearly states q
a righteous man, faultless in his generation; :
(ibid. 6:9). There is no ambiguity here;
~¢ Plicit the Torah can be. Why,

Avraham?
o :
- hembonC Avetseo)

“Noach was
Noach walked with God”
we see in Noach'’s case how ex-
then, does it remain silent in reference to
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Avraham to flee Ur Kasdim. But why does the Torah choose to .keep this
&pisode such a well-guarded secret? One senses that the Torah has de-
liberately omitted this information.

The Sages tell us:

. Love that is dependent on some specific cause dies when that cause

vanishes. However, [love] that is not dependent upon a specific cause
will never die. '

(Avos 5:19)

Perhaps due to this mishnah's poetic appeal, few people ever stop to
consider its real significance. :
e For example, what do the Sages mean by “love that is not depend-
- ent on a specific cause”? We all know that love always has a cause. Rela-
tives love one another because they share a common lineage; a husband
and a wife love one another because of a mutual attraction. The expres-
sion “love without cause” has the distinct ring of a hollow platitude.
~—Let us attempt to understand the Sages’ intent through an analysis
of the ideal relationship a Jew should have with the Land of Israel. A seri-
ous study of this topic invariably leads us to the incident of the spies,
who were sent there when the Jewish nation was still in the desert
(Bemidbar, ch. 13). Representatives from each of the twelve tribes were
sent from the Jews’ desert encampment on a reconnaissance mission
into the land of Canaan. They returned forty days later with the news
that the Promised Land indeed “flows with milk and honey.” However,
they also pointed out what they perceived to be a major problem: they
felt the Jewish people could not succeed in dislodging the inhabitants
from Canaan. As they expressed it, “All the men we saw there were gigan-
tic! We saw there the titans — the sons of the giant.... We felt like grass- .

hoppers, and that's exactly what we seemed to be in their eyes!” (ibid.
13:32-33).

We know that the spies were punished severely for speaking dispar-
agingly about the land (ibid. 14:37), as were the Jewish people for be-
lieving their evil report (ibid., 29-34). Yet we can legitimately ask why
they were punished. After all, they spoke the truth! There were giants in
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the land, and any military tactician would have concurred with their
assessment that the Jews could not overcome the Canaanites in an
armed conflict. In fact, we see that Kalev and Yehoshua made no at-
tempt to refute the spies’ report. All they said was “God is with us, so
don’t be afraid” (ibid., 9). By this they meant, “Yes, it’s true that we are
militarily inferior to the inhabitants of the land, but with God’s help
we'll overcome this disadvantage.” What, then, was the spies’ sin?
*The problem is that the spies related to the land as an optional gift
from God, which the Jewish people could choose to accept if they
deemed it advantageous to do so. Once they determined that an inva-
sion would be too dangerous, their love for the land ceased altogether,
and they advised the Jews to look elsewhere for a homeland. This atti-
tude stemmed from the fact that the spies’ love for the land hinged on a
specific cause,
~v In contrast, Kalev and Yehoshua related to the land as an irrevocable
gift from God which the Jewish people must accept under all conditions.
Essentially, what they told the people was “Yes, the Canaanites are
strong, but since God has deemed it fitting to give us this land, this is
where we belong, and therefore we will succeed in all the steps required
along the way to acquire it.” Their love for the land transcended reason.
Today, many people appreciate visiting or living in Israel because
©of some particular reason: the dazzling sunsets, the twisting alleyways
of its ancient cities, the comfortable climate, the Western Wall.... Any-
one can cite a specific reason for his love of Israel. But this type of love,

-4~
Noach’s world. And then, in Lech Lecha, we read of the creation

~ of yet another world — the Jewish world. It is a new and es-

sentially different world, because it now includes the Jewish
people, who are the purpose of Creation.

Lech Lecha begins with the words “Hashem said to Avram,
‘Go from your country...””* This was the first time God re-
vealed Himself to Avraham, and the very first thing He told

', him was, “Go to the Land of Israel.” As the first Jew, Avraham |

\was the beginning of a new species and the seed of a new \
world — and that is why Hashem told him to go to Eretz~
Yisrael. Eretz Yisrael is the first land, the place with which the

ereation of the world began, and hence it has'a deep connec-
tion with other “firsts.” Indeed, when we look carefully in the
Torah itself, we discover that at every significant starting point,
at every moment of beginning, there is an allusion to Eretz
Yisrael.

The First Verse

The very first verse of the Torah hints at Eretz Yisrael. nwx1a
o'pYxR X712 means “In the beginning of God’s creation,” and the

creation of the world began with Eretz Yisrael. In the words of |

this attraction to these external aspects of E i i 3 ; ) v,
L f Eretz Visrael, ishound to ) oy Sages: “The Land of Israel was created at the beginning, { |

wane and die. If a Jew's love for Eretz Yisrael is to last, it must transcend )

- H Similarly, God “fell in love” with the patriarchs and vowed to

¢€ason,

maintain an ongoing relationship with them and their descendants for
all time. Had His love for the patriarchs been confined by some reason,

then His love for the Jewish people would not have endured for very
long — it would have ceased the moment their descendants failed to
match the patriarchs’ spiritual achievements. But His love for the patri-
archs was not confined by reason. Thus we can be confident that God
will continue loving us forever. No matter how low we stoop, God will
never “divorce” us. He may vent His anger on us, but He will never
abandon us altogether.

Bearing this concept in mind, let us reexamine God's relationship
with Noach. The Torah explains that God established a covenant with

(and all the [rest of the] world was created at,the P e

The first piece of the physical world that Hashem created
was the even shesiyah, the “foundation stone,”* which eventu-
ally became the location of the Kodesh Ha-Kodashim, the Holy of
Holies, in the Beis Ha-Mikdash. This primordial object of cre-
ation functioned as a kind of embryo for the earth. From it the
entire world developed — first Yerushalayim, then the Land of
Israel, and finally all the other parts of the globe.

r% The First Man - S

This site is connected with yet another beginning: that of all
mankind. Human history begins with Adam Ha-Rishon in the
Garden of Eden, but if we search for the origin of Adam him-

him and his descendants for a very specific reason — because “Noach was
‘a righteous man.” By mentioning explicitly the cause of God's love for >

self, we come back to the site of the altar. Chazal tell us that
when God took a piece of earth in order to make a body for

‘}Adam Ha-Rishon, He took it from this spot.” Thus Adam
Ha-Rishon, and all humanity, have their beginning in Eretz
Yisrael.

The connection is even deeper than location. Adam
Ha-Rishon was not only created in Eretz Yisrael; he was cre-
ated from Eretz Yisrael, from a physical piece of Eretz Yisrael.
Thus the beginning of all mankind — in a very literal and con-
-rete sense — is Eretz Yisrael. .

Noach, the Torah has made the future of the relationship contingent on
this reason. The terms of this relationship are quite clear: if Noach and his
descendants continue to behave righteously, God will keep His covenant
with them; if they do not, the pact will become invalid. God's relationship
with Noach never developed beyond this point. It remained on its origi-
nal basis — it remained a type of love that is “dependent upon a specific
cause.” :

—» In contrast, the Torah does not offer any rationale for God's rglation-
ship with Avraham, because it transcended its original basis. This is why
God’s covenant with Avraham's descendants — the Jewish people — has
eendured through the ages. Although we haveé descended to the lowest
levels of impurity, God continues to relate to us as Avraham's spiritual de-
scendants. By failing to indicate what factors led to the establishment of
God’s relationship with Avraham, it is asthough God is declaring, “From

oo s Saiimaion i

The First Topic

~V Even the reason why the Torah begins with an account of the
Elreation of the world is related to Eretz Yisrael. The Torah’s
-eal purpose in telling théistory of Creation is not to give us a
slimpse into the secrets of the Creator. Rather, it is to provide
1s with a logically unassailable argument that Eretz Yisrael be-
ongs to the Jewish people.

the very first moment I discovered him, My love transcended all reason.”

Because we are not provided with any details of the events that took
o place in Ur Kasdim, we know that God's relationship with Avraham and

his descendants is eternal, and not contingent on any specific cause.

o g ; T That is what Rashi explains in the first few lines of his com-

(PN 26| WeLLSPRINGSOREATE. [, "Lfy Hsen mientary on the Chumash.” The Torah begins with the story of

Creation because one day the nations of the world-may accuse

the Jewish people of acquiring the Land of Israel unjustly.

~J“You are robbers,” they will say, “because you conquered Eretz
Yisrael from the seven nations who lived there.”

ERETZ YISRAEL: THE LAND OF ALL BEGINNINGS

Each of the first three portions of the Torah contains a story of
creation. In Bereshis, we witness the creation of the world. In~
Noach, we see the creation of a new world after the flood —
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When that happens:R;;hi continues, we should refer our

critics to what is written in the Torah and reply, “ The entire
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world belongs to God, because He created it. That is what we
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Ereiz Yisrael to whomever He chooses. It was His decision that
the seven nations should live there for a time, and it was His
decision to take it away fom them and to give it to us. This is
also clearly stated by the Torah in many places.”
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All this, however, represented merely his own striving

to approach G-d. The command Lech Lecha, “Go out of
your land,” began a new and deeper relationship with his
» Maker. For as our Sages state:® "A person who observes a
mitzvah because he is commanded to do so is greater than
one who observes it without having been so commanded.”

The word mitzvah (msn) and the word fzavta (8my),
meaning “together,” share the same root.’ When a person
fulfills a divine command because he has been commanded

Bplo_do so, the act connects him to Gd in all His infinity.

Were, by contrast, the person to perform the same deed
without having been commanded to do so, the act, how-
ever worthy, would remain merely a good deed.

This is implied by the:command, “Go out.” Avraham
was commanded to travel beyond his limited frame of ref-
e:rence and establish an unlimited connection with G-d.? By
doing so, he defined the constantly flowering nature of the
Jink between G-d and the Jewish people for all fime. Our

ccnnection to G-d is not dependent on our love, under-

PSstanding or belief, but comes as a response to G-d’s initia-

tive.
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Al
Lech also means “proceed,” referring to the beginning
of a journey. This concept is alluded to in the Torah’s
description of Avraham “continuing on his way, steadily

progressing southward,”® i.e., in the direction of Jerusa-
lem,! the place where G-d’s presence is most manifest.

New Vistas

Real spiritual progress requires that one leaves one’s
current state behind. Yet as long as an individual’'s growth
depends entirely on his own power, his progress will be
limited;"2 nobody can exceed the bounds of his own under-
standing. When, by contrast, one’s progress is guided by
G-d, there are no limits to the potential for growth. The/

_Torah and its mitzvos can take a person far beyond his./
natural horizons. To accentuate this point, G-d tells Avra-
ham to proceed “to the land which I will show you,” with-
out specifying a destination.

-5 1

Self-discovery

The expression “I will show you,” arecka in Hebrew,
can also be rendered “I will reveal you,” i.e., through the
journey to Eretz Yisrael, Avraham’s true self was revealed

Eto him. This is also indicated by the expression Lech ;)

Lecha, which literally means “go to yourself,” i.e., “to your >
essence.”’?

Avraham’s willingness to put his individual will on the
side and respond to G-d's command allowed a more direct
connection between the Creator and the created. And in
the process, a boundless potential was unleashed, for

~every Jew's soul is “an actual part of G-d.”* This is the)
essence of every man’s spiritual journey: to transcend his |
! ordinary way of thinking, and to tap this G-dly core.’s ¢

> As we proceed through life, each of us is given the
chance to discover who he is, what G-d is, and that the two
___areone. T ,,Qo)
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This account begs explanation. Why did Elisha have to take leave of his parents and
of every aspect of his life up to that point, and why must the navi recount this fact?

e suggest that the reason is as follows: Whenever a person seeks to undergo a
fundamental change and attain a lofty spiritual level, as Elisha did by becoming a navi,
he must leave the environment in which he existed previously, since that environment.
may cause him to return to his old habits. In order for a person to achieve spiritual
gi‘bwth and elevation, he must detach himself from everything that he has known, cut

This is why Elisha found it necessary to take his leave of his parents and of
everything he had known. He was about to become Eliyahu Hanavi’s disciple, and
e knew that it would not be possible for him to do that in his parents’ home and in
the company of his fellow farmers. He recognized that he had no choice but to detach
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himself from them completely and to follow Eliyahu to the senior navi’s home, where
he would be able to learn from him. That is the message that the navi conveys by
describing Elisha’s departure in detail.

X(This concept also explains the meaning of another pasuk in Tehillim (45:11), in
which Dovid Hamelech declares, “Listen, daughter, and see, and incline your ear, and
forget your people and the house of your father.” A fundamental component of man’s

/"avodah is that he divorce himself from his prior habits so that they will not interfere \
with his spiritual growth. Thus, the pasuk commands a person to “forget your people
and the house of your father” because his task is now to grow to ever higher levels in /
his service of Hashem, as it goes on to state (ibid., verse 12), “For He is your Master,

_and you shall bow down to Him.”

.
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K'}\ "\This explains why Dovid Hamelech declares, “For my father and my mother have
abandoned me, but Hashem will gather me in.” The purpose of this pasuk is not,
Heaven forbid, to complain or express resentment about his parents. Rather, Dovid’s
intent is to express the idea that he was unable to grow properly in his parents’ home
due to his connection to his family, and he therefore felt that, in order to fulfill his

. ~qbligation to serve Hashem, he needed to detach himself from the world of his youth

7% and to feel as if his parents had abandoned him, leaving him completely alone, This

was the onlWhat he could truly reach new heights in serving Hashem.

This is a fundamental principle to keep in mind during the days leading up to
Rosh Hashanah. In His great kindness Hashem gave the Jewish people the day of
Rosh Hashanah, the day of the world’s birth and the creation of mankind, as a cl_z;x
when every person can begin anew. Rosh Hashanah can be a day of rebirth for a

Jewish person.®
-.) At the height of this day we hear the shofar, which alludes to the creation of man
and the placement of the neshamah within him.” Upon hearing this sound a person
should remind himself of the fact that Rosh Hashanah is the day on which Hashem
first created the world and that he, too, has the ability to make a new beginning on

this day, to divest himself of all his old habits and to become, in essence, a new person.
~
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Hashem is ngy Light and my Salvation,” is recited during the month of Elul. This perek e Lol T ]’D]bn.b Mmb1 o Annd H10m nnown
contains the pasuk, “For my father and my mother have abandoned me;;.,"’ and as we NINND OOT DY N5 91y H1ph J12 IR NN 21 12 W 0 UNTPR
have explained, this pasuk teaches that in order for an individual to recreate himself Y241 2¥ 21y NNN_M9d1 2120V *D DA KIR ,NOIO IN YD 2y MO R
((as a new person, one with no connection to his former self, he must divorce himseif / YD NIn G DD TAD MDD DY 0N PRI LOrNran na aypw
[c_ompletely from all his former habits and misdeeds that obstruct him from achieving/\‘-mm INR 595 NIOR MIOM ""l'; -]‘;" ANMIPA /N NTIaya MATHm n]‘)ynnn‘
Srowth an change: Ifa person does this he can declare with confidence as the pasuk krowm 5K DR AR'A) D210 NAWA DR NN DN Y21 NInn Ry "0 )
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This may, in fact, be one of the reasons that perek 27 of Sefer Tehillim, “For Dovid,

continues, “Hashem will gather me in.”

| NREN

81 51N 1TIDIYKA [I15H VA YA 1 220 a0 R
271 1AW nmisn AMply 43N pind oy uea b o~
"WYn Bwm 2°n TN

(v 2 o) 11 MORA D YN ARIPA IR YDw DbwA 1oy 1N onmanil
MOMPIAN NT W PAR DAIAN SW NN YT Nawn RiN-Nn 'DaN P
TAR A3YD D1 DoAY 95 JNPENI ANPa 1Wnm 00 PMmA NN LY
DMAR TIR 2NN AN AT N0 AT VIV PY WA 1AYD 1IN DN
DNIWRIN_DYO1 1R




