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ready, and we shall ascend to the place of which

ascend, for HASHEM is not in your midst! And do not

Amalekite and the Canaanite are there before you,

have turned away from HASHEM, and HASHEM will not be with you.”
44 But they defiantly ascended to the mountainto,

Moses did not move from the midst of the camp.
dwelled on that mountain descended; they struck them and pounded t
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# A large section of the sidrah relates the story of the meraglim (spies).
* [“ATwelve men, one from each tribe, went to assess Eretz Yisrael
prior to klal Yisrael's intended assault on it. The outcome is well
known: ten of them returned with evil reports, and it was their infor-
mation which was accepted by a distraught nation. As a punishment
" for not trusting in God to lead them to the Promised Land, the ten
/] spies were killed, and the rest of the nation were condemned to spend '
a further thirty-eighf years in the desert. During this time, all of the
adult males would die, leaving their children to inherit the land. After
their punishment was announced, a band of repentant people at-
tempted to enter the land:
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38 Moses spoke these words to all of the Children of Israel, and the people mourned

40 They awoke early in the morning and ascended toward the mountaintop saying, “We are
HASHEM has spoken, for we have sinned!”

41 Moses said, “Why do you transgress the word of HasHEM? It will not succeed. Do not
be smitten before your enemies. 43 For the
and you will fall by the sword, because you

[
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1RYy — We have sinned. Though God is always ready to
forgive those who repent, this declaration was not sufficient
to assuage His wrath, because the sin was still fresh. More-
over, the declaration was motivated not so much by sincere
remorse as by regret that they had forfeited their chance to
enter the Land (Or HaChaim).

while the Ark of HASHEM's covenant and
45 The Amalekite and the Canaanite who
hem until Hormah.
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y did the Maapilim (the “brazen people” — see Rashi) suddenly feel a
 desire to enter Eretz Yisrael at all costs, after having been so adamantly
opposed to it until then?
Such is the power of the yetzer hara. As long as Hashem commanded us to _
enter Eretz Yisrael, the yetzer hara did whatever it could to convince us of the
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wisdom of opposing this commandment. But as soon as Hashem took away

this possibility, the yetzer hara managed to convince some of the people that j
blow specifically was the time to enter the land. The yetzer hara never tires. As )

.the Chovos HaLevavos points out, it is our ultimate enemy. If we vanquish it in
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A Deep Problem

332 Shem MiShmuel

The evil report of the meraglim stirred deep-seated discontent within
the nation:

All the assembly lifted up their voice and cried, and the people wept all
that night.

(Ibid., 1)

All the assembly lifted up their voice and cried — this is as the verse says,

It cries out against Me, so I have hated it (Yirmeyahu 12:8). This cry
caused you to be hated.

- (Bemidbar Rabbah 16:20)

Underlying this is an expression of Yisrael’s inherent holiness.

filable. When sin does occur, it is temporary and superficial and can
 easily be eliminated by the process of teshuvah. The Jewish soul can be
“compared to a white garment. If the garment becomes stained, the a
propriate cleansing procedure will restore it to its former glory. In-
«» deed, when a sinner cries out to God in repentance, these tears of
contrition “clean” away the sin, leaving the pure, undefiled soul.
(This all applies in general circumstances, where the sin is of a 4
- normal magnitude. However, in certain rare situations, the sin pene-
trates deeply into the soul of the transgressor. A simple cleansing pro-/
cess is inadequate to expunge this defect, just as rinsing a deeply
stained garment will not restore its previous appearance. We may sug-
gest that this happened to klal Yisrael after they heard the report of the
meraglim. This is expressed by the crying, which is mentioned by the
~verses and expounded upon by the Midrash. The kol, the coarse, raw ™
sound which they emitted, came from deep within them. This ex-
pressed the fact that they were profoundly affected by the reports
Tabout Eretz Yisrael, and the evil which came in its wake had intensely—
penetrated their inner beings. This explains the Midrashic interpreta-
tion: once the people cried in this uncontrolled manner, they were
hated, for they had distanced themselves greatly from God, allqwiijg
the sin to pollute them completely.
The ordinary teshuvah process is insufficient to expunge sin of
this nature. It was simply too deeply rooted in their personalities. In-
i,,.“‘deed, even crying out in repentance could not help them, for they had
defiled that avenue:

-..and the people wept all that night. "
' (Bemidbar 14:1)

‘ é God said to them, “You have cried in vain...”

(Ta’anis 29a)

It seems that repentance and even the cry of contrition were not
available to them. This is reflected by Moshe’s summary of the events
in Sefer Devarim: :

You repented and wept before God, but God did not listen to your cry and
did not incline His ear toward you.
: (Devarim 1:45)
N Teshuvah could not work at this stage; neither repentance nor
weeping could reverse the damage done. We now understand why
God did not accept their contrition after the decree against them was
promulgated. Let us now consider why those who decided to enter

Eretz Yisrael waited until the following morning to begin their assault.
—

rWe are accustomed to viewing the Jewish soul as essentially unde- "
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A Time for Chesed

It is highly probable that when the people pondered their error, they
realized how severe it was and how deeply it had penetrated their
souls. It is likely that they knew that it would take years of wandering
and pérﬁaps eons of Jewish history to erase the damage done. As such,
they were aware that they had no appeal to God through teshuvah, for,

g as we have seen, it was inadequate. This does not mean, however, that

they had no hope of repairing their relationship with God, for they
could still yearn for God’s chesed. Maybe God would ignore their sad )
reality and forgive them as an act of mercy, allowing glem to enter the
~Jland after all. The mystics consider the morning to be the time of Di-
vine chesed. This is evident from the fact that Avraham, the paradigm
" of chesed, prayed to God in the morning.' Thus they waited until the
morning to ascend the mountain, for it was at that time, more than
any other, that they could hope for God’s mercy. Alas, the decree

could not be rescinded, and so their attack failed.
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~ There was a group of people who was unwilling to accept this
fate. The Torah relates how they woke up early the next morning
and, against the will of Hashem, began their ascent toward Eretz
Yisrael: And they defiantly (vavapilu) ascended to the top of
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the mountain. Rashi writes that vavapilu” connotes both strength

and boldness (azus). Sometimes people are compelled by outside
7 factors to act in a certain way. Other times people behave a certain
way because internally they have decided iAt is the proper thing to
do. When a person acts out of internal inspiration,_in_defiance .of
xternal factors, he has acted with a measure of ahzus, brazenness.
The group of Bnei Yisrael who forcibly made their way to Eret
Yisrael acted with ahzus. They decided to do teshuvah and enter
Eretz Yisrael, flouting Moshe’s warning and instead following what
their hearts told them was right. The problem was_that they disre-
garded Hashem, too. He made it clear that they were to remain in the
Wilderness for the next forty years, and they decided otherwise. Their
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Pledad,

¢ subsequent annihilation was a demonstration of the perils of ahzus.
Yet there is also a positive type of ahzus, and that is ahzus of
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kedushah. A person who combats the prevailing attitude of “Eat.
drink, and be merry for tomorrow we die” and instead lives his life
with holiness and restraint has demonstrated this ahzus of kedushah.

& “Everyone does it”_should not
be the determining factor in wheth-
er we do something. We ourselves
must take the initiative to ascertain
what the Torah requires of us and
then act accordingly. Such _ahzus
may require us to disregard those
around us, but it puts Hashem at the epicenter of our lives.
(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Shelach 14:44)

”’Everyone does it/
should not be the
determining factor
‘in whether we do
something.”
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~ Time cycles through units of moments, hours, days, weeks,
months and years. In fact, the cycles are really spirals because
no two moments are ever identical — each re-visiting of a point
in time is really corresponding but higher; the work demanded
is to “correct” or energize each point correctly, no point ever
presents itself twice and therefore each day of ahuman life, each
moment in fact, needs specific spiritual effort. The Nefesh
Hachaim explains that shacharis (morning prayer) today is
entirely different from shacharis tomorrow — today is not
o tomorrow and it needs its own special work. The same words
tomorrow have an entirely new effect. These points in time are
our most valuable commodity —- our lives, in fact.
Put more clearly, each moment is charged with the energy
tohelp us achieve what we need to achieve af that moment; time
is not the passive matrix on which we imprint our actions, it is

the energy source for those actions.
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Let us study the uniqueness of each moment’s opportunity. — -
The germara recounts what follows Moshe Rabbeinu’s request to gb,z,;;:;,bg?;,:zg-ml VI8N M2 MUYS I 21050 AN A1 YIen
Hashem to show him more of Hashem's glory, of His presence Y99 1875 2070 ,‘; NNZV:Tn;Sg”:,:::w” 79 FY VRPN B
Hashem refuses, saying that Moshe cannot see more. /1 AMIPRY Y .ww_;' l - TSI TR J8Y BRI
We can imagine Moshe’s response: “But when Istood at the ) - G T, peReuop SIUATE N0 TGN B TiETE O

. 0N wavh K15 NMINA poyn T
urning bush, Hashem, You offered to show me and I was too ' Gt Ll i s S
afraid tolook. Now thatI feel able to look, I beg of You to reveal

ore.” DA 19 ,OINNS PHY INMY M NS TONN NUYn M
The gemara records Hashem's reply: “K'she’ratzisi, lo ratzisa; 2PRNY N--PHNI NIYN WA DY D29y MNP YN MNND
achshav she'ata rotzeh, eini rotzeh — When I wanted to_reveal U 999 U9INNN

1Y dwnY YD AN MOWDY 9Ty INa NI LP Y MaYd DaN
. B NN 1Y TR NYP MAYRY DIPRD ,PPoYY N NONN DINIAN

NSY TN NY IMIN POVINDY IMBYND 10000 MPTYN MWD DN
.DMIHN 125 MDY DY MmNy by W

VIyself to you, you did not want it. Now that you want, I do
10t.” The gemara there records an opinion that when Moshe hid

iis face previously and was afraid to look he did nothing BN INN-IYOV) - 11573 nN Yy Pwnnd OTND NN TIN 1IN [
vrong. His behavior was appropriate and praiseworthy. This . oy 0N ,0NNA%Y OPMNNY YTAVNY ,MINYNNN YN D mv";:n
s not a punishment. But that was the time, and you missed it. Yy DMATY DNA WRNY KXY DN 10 NIV NANINM_ NNONNN_ M
‘his is not the time. What a lesson in missed opportunities! © WM DWN YTONN NNMY 91N NBY DN NON TW-I0M 791 0
Shir Hashirim (Song of Songs) states: “I am sleeping but my SNY 1PN 12T SY 207 NIY 2NN IR DOPPN PN TIYY NN 7Y
eart is awake; (I hear) the sound of my beloved knocking: QNI BYN MIWURY LTRUIDY TONY DMIND T2 NVWVINY PN NN 090N
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ad taken off my cloak, should I put it on again? I had washed
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ziness — an opportunity lost. That knock at the door must be (D™27NN PYHN NN N 7WN NN 11902 WAPY .TNP»I2 M)
aswered.
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marvelous depths too deeply, we see in a startling way the ’,: 5 "
7/ “Tam a Kohen.
unique power of a specific time. Jt seems that one of our special = 3
: s : The talmid was frozen — what was the Chofetz Chaim
ordeals is to use our opportunities correctly. We dare not miss tell s
the moment. But we cannot be “dochek es hasha’a — force the SIS )

Continued the Chofetz Chaim “And you are not. Do you
know what that means? I shall tell you. When the mashiach
arrives and the Beis Hamikdash (Temple) is rebuilt, we shall all
be running towards it. When you reach the gates, they will say
to you ‘You cannot enter, you are not a Kohen.” But I shall be
allowed to enter. Do you know why? Because thousands of
7—}9\ T years ago, in the Sinai desert, a great sin was committed and
Hashem’s honor had tobe avenged. Moshe stood and called ‘Mi
la’ Shem eilai — Who is for Hashem: to me!” The people of Levi,
my ancestors, responded immediately and ran to his side. Yours
did not. And therefore I am descended from Kohanim and you
are not; that is the result and that is the difference between us.”

hour” either; too soon is as invalid as too late. The people of
Ephraim left Egypt ahead of the rest of the Jewish people
convinced that the redemption-time had a.rrivec_i.__'mey were
wrong, a_n:_d: weze_tvieeig}gte‘(}_ as a result. Timing is the secret.

How does one know which is the moment? How does one
become sensitive to one’s opportunities? We understand that
Hashem never gives us difficulties too profound for us to
utilize; if we are meant to use an opportunity we will be given

;isulflﬁude:‘tlgl:t, Zaﬁea;cizd;nag tz:ussu%l;lftire‘:t;zg\fx:sh: And after a pause, his final words to his speechless talmid:
SUETY P Y - /" “Sometime, somewhere, in your life out there in the world,

jyEEnsman plewing hi fachers flels on 4 particuiat day,;( 2you will hear a call "Mi Ia’Shem eilai — Who is for Hashem: to

liyahu (Elijah) the great prophet and leader of the generation . p
‘isysed dosé by him.g;xs hep paI:sed, he cast his cloak o%/er Elisha. el Viten you hicar that call — run!
That was enough. Elishabade his parents farewelland fo]lowed/’

e man who had just become his master; and went on to
become a prophet and one of the greatest men who ever lived.
Aderes Eliyahu, the cloak of Elijah — that was enough; the hint,
the gesture of a great man must be taken seriously, Elisha knew.
Such things have meaning. I cannot ignore the call.

A talmid of the Chofetz Chaim relates the story of his parting
from his Rebbe. Asayoung man, whenheleft the yeshiva in Radun,
he went in to the Chofetz Chaim to say farewell and to request a
bracha (blessing). As he entered the Chofetz Chaim’s presence,
before he could say anything, the Chofetz Chaim said to him:




