Fire: Fusion, Forgiveness, and

Fruition
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9/10-24 23. y77X) Y Xan — Moses and Aaron came. Why did they

enter the Tent of Meeting? Rashi, quoting Sifra, offers two

2 A . ) = — E— . AR B
Aaron raised his hands toward the people and blessed them; then he descended from atsriatives: (a)Moses wes tgatiing Agrg,the procedyrs of

having performed the sin-offering, the elevation-offering, and the peace-offering. 2 Moses and

.burning the nyvp, incense, on the Inner Altar. (b) When
Aaron saw that the Shechinah had not rested upon the

Aaron came to the Tent of Meeting, and they went out and they blessed the people — and the Tabernacle despite the long inauguration service, he was

glory of HASHEM appeared to the entire people!

24A fire went forth from before HASHEM and consumed upon the Altar the elevation-offering

and the fats; the people saw and sang glad song and fell upon their faces.

3 THE CALL OF THETORAH  f. ilyus

24. 1 9% wx XYM — A fire went forth from before HASHEM. A fire came
down miraculously from Heaven, to add to the ordinary fire lit by the

Kohanim on the Altar. (See the commentary to 1:7.) Rashbam suggests that this

Heavenly fire emanated from the Holy of Holies. However, King Solomon in

the context of the Temple service seems to make clear that it came directly from
Heaven: and the fire descended from Heaven (II Chronicles 7:1). Most
commentators hold that the w11 5w WX, ordinary fire, had been kindled on
the Altar on the eighth day as it had during the seven days of consecration.
Then the Heavenly fire appeared and served to consume the offering in an
instant, instead of letting it burn for hours.

?}According to the Talmud, the Heavenly fire brought with it five miracles
(Yoma 12b}; it seemed crouched over the Altar majestically like a lion, it was as
dazzling as the sun, it was of a solid substance, it consumed both dry and wet

materials, and it was without smoke. Maharsha observes that it had the nature
of m1iv! wx, elemental fire, one of the four babic elements of creation

(discussed by Ramban at the start of Genesis). This miraculous fire no longer
appeared in the Second Temple.

0779 Sy 1581 — And fell upon their faces. The goal which God set for Israel
in the words, Let them build Me a Sanctuary, that | may dwell among them,
was achieved at last. The appearance of the Divine Majesty within the
Sanctuary ind the descent of Heavenly fire were the culmination of the

dazzling fashion, these miraculous events signified that intimacy had once

\again been established between the nation of Israel and its God. The sup-
reme dignity of Israel as the chosen people was here being confirmed by God
Himself.

To express their intense happiness, the entire people gave a shout of joy and
threw themselves upon the ground when they saw the fire. The significance of
this gesture becomes clearer when it is repeated at the consecration of King
Solomon’s Temple: “All the people of Israel looked on when the fire came down
and the glory of God was on the House; they kneeled with their faces down to
the ground, bowed down to the pavement, and gave thanks to Hashem: for He
is_good, for His mercy endures forever” T1pm D25 "> 23w "3 12 niTim
(Chronicles 11 7:3).

The revelation of the Shechinah stimulated the religious fervor of the Jewish

people. The Midrash to Psalm 69 tells us they became o'p™7¥, righteous people,
as it is said, ‘2 ORIy 197, those who joyfully acclaim Hashem are righteous.
The atmosphere of holiness so created during these glorious days is recalled by
Malachi’s wish when he said: Hashem will take pleasure in the offerings of
Judah and Jerusalem as in the days of old and in former years (Malachi 3:4).
Explains Sifra, 02y "3, in the days of old— that is at the consecration in
Moses’ time; N1 DWW, and in former years— at the consecration in King
Solomon’s time.
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/ distraught and blamed himself, saying, “l know that God is
) angry with me [because of the sin of the Golden Calf], and it
is because of me that the Shechinah has not rested upon
Israel.” He turned to Moses and said, “Moses, my brother,
what -have you done to me that you had me embark upon
the Divine Service and be humiliated!” Immediately Moses
~J entered [the Tent of Meeting] with him and they prayed for
mercy — and the Shechinah rested upon Israel.

24, 11 2% Wy Nym — A fire went forth from before
HasHEM. The fire came down like a pillar from heaven to
earth (Sifra). It went into the Holy of Holies and from there it
went out to the Golden Altar and then to the Outer Altar,
causing the incense and the sacrificial parts to go up in

smoke (Rashbam).
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[260]
his was the day that the Mishkan was set up permanently and
inaugurated. The Torah uses vayehi here as an introductory

word. As we shall see, this little word hints at levels of depth
regarding the purpose of the Mishkan. .
% The Maharal writes that the Mishkan was a creation in and-o
itself:
Just as the world was created in seven days, the Mishkan
was a further stage in Creation. It was the eighth day of

Creation and as such was the higher level which completed
the creation of the world. This is why the Midrash teaches
(Bamidbar Rabbah 12) that the Mishkan is equal to the
creation of the world; both the [description of the] creation of
the world and the Mishkan use the word vayehi. This is what
the Gemara means when it says “the hooks of the Mishkan

appear like the stars in the sky” - the Mishkan itself was like
the creation of the heavens and earth. (Maharal, Chiddushei
Aggados on Shabbos 99a)
The Maharal is telling us that the world was created in seven
days but completed only on the eighth day. That “eighth day” took:,

| several generations to arrive, but it did when the Mishkan was )

‘wcompleted. (As we shall see, it was only fully complete when the”
Jewish People made the transition from the temporaryMishkan
to the permanent Mikdash.) “

We might wonder why it was necessary to add a further level of
completion to the seven days of Creation. Didn’t the day of Shabbos
mark the world’s completion?

The Yalkut Shimoni throws light on this question.! It explains
that in the era of the Mashiach, the Minchah offering will be as
pleasing and sweet to Hashem as in the time of Noach after the
Flood and in the time of Hevel prior to the advent of idolatry. For
ihe generation of the Flood had corrupted the world; their sins had
a real effect on the world in a spiritual sense. This meant that a
Jkorban was not pleasing to Hashem in such an era because it came
from an impure world. The Flood purified the world and gave it

| anew beginning. When Noach offered a korban after the Flood,

it was sweet and pure. In the future, the world will again attain
purity, and the korbanos will thus be sweet and pure again.

The Mishkan had a similar effect. The walls of the Mishkan

blocked any influence of impurity. They were a sanctuary and safe
haven of purity, This allowed korbanos to be offered again in full
purity. The Mikdash had the same feature, but on a permanent
basis. On the pasuk describing the conclusion of Shlomo’s building
of the first Mikdash — All the work was complete (Melachim I 7:51)
- Chazal note that the word All actually alludes to the seven days

of Creation. The Mikdash completed the Creation. Similarly, the
use of the word lausos in the account of Creation (Bereishis 2:3)
hints at this. When the Torah says Hashem blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it; for on it He rested from all the work Hashem
had created to perform (la’asos), this means that even after the
world’s creation, there was work that remained to be done: the
building of the Mikdash. In fact, Chazal go on to say that the very
name “Shlomo” connotes completion, referring to the completion
of the days of Creation (Psikta Rabasi, 6). Again, this is because
- the Mikdash is a place free of any spiritual contamination or
corruption; a safe haven of purity fitting for offering korbanos.
Today we have no Mikdash, no place of safe haven, but we do
have our four amos of Halachah, which the Gemara says is a kind
of substitute. In our beis midrash, we can find our haven of purity.
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Parashas Shemini describes the eighth and final day of the :

inauguration of the Mishkan. On that day, Aharon made his first

appearance as the kohen gadol. Although hesitant at first, at

Moshe’s prodding he agreed to assume his new role. He brought

the appropriate korbanos, performed the related avodah, and

wrye) K127 TNYY MRIY 00010 TP IRID AR A0 DYy
ANV T NNNwa [ "D0YWTTa YTIpn A 'A% innwm” @ o

blessed Bnei Yisrael. Nevertheless, he did not succeed in bringing
the Shechinah down to the abode that had been created for this
purpose.

Rashi (9:23) tells us that Aharon was sure that it was his involve-
ment in the making of the golden calf that was preventing the
.Shechinah from descending on the Mishkan. He expressed his
disappointment to Moshe, whereupon he and Moshe entered the
Mishkan and davened, causing the Shechinah to descend.

This incident carries a lesson that applies to each of us on a
daily basis. Bnei Yisrael spent many days and months building the
Mishkan and crafting its vessels, and after the construction was
complete, the kohanim spent eight consecutive days inaugurating
it. Yet they were not successful in these lofty endeavors until their
actions were accompanied by tefillah. Likewise, even when we toil -
\sl greatly and invest much effort in our spiritual growth, our avodah
must be accompanied by tefillah.

In_this vein, the Chazon Ish said that
on certain days he toiled more in his tefil-
{ah than he did in his study of-Torah!

Rabbi Yehonason Eibeshutz, who was
known as a genius, wrote that he found
that on days when he davened with
kavanah he succeeded in his learning, while the opposite was
true when his tefillos lacked kavanah. He continues, “Therefore,
do not say that one person is greater than another because of his
intelligence or awesome wisdom and understanding. This is not the

ingredient for

success in Torah
study is tefillah.”

learn, but the main

case! It is a'falsehood! Rather, it is a gift from Hashem, when one "
" anticipates His abundant goodness and compassion by means of /

 abundant prayer and pleading. There is nothing that grants a person

\proper understanding and helps decipher difficulties like a tearful/
tefillah that He have compassion, for Hashem listens to all those
who call out to Him truthfully” (Ya’aros Devash). (See also Alei
Shur, Vol. 1I, pp. 124-127.)
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