Unveiling Understanding
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wisdom, insight, and knowledge, and with every craft; 4 to weave designs, to work with gold,
silver, and copper; 5 stone-cutting for setting, and wood-carving — to perform every craft,

»{ ® “And |, behold, I have assigned with him Oholiab son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan, and
I have endowed the heart of «every wise-hearted person with wisdom, and they shall make all
that | have commanded you:" the Tent of Meeting, the Ark of the Testimonial-tablets and the
Coverthatis uponit, and all Tﬁe utensils of the Tent;  the Table and its utensils, the pure Menorah
and all its utensils, and the Incense Altar; ° the Elevation-offering Altar and all its utensils, the
Laver and its base; 1° the knit vestments, the sacred vestments of Aaron the Kohen and the
vestments of his sons, to minister; !! the anointment oil and the incense-spices of the Sanctuary.
Like everything that | have commanded you shall you make."”
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3. nymn npanm paga — With wisdom, insight, and
knowledge. Wisdom consists of the knowledge one acquires
from others; insight is the derivation of new ideas and
deductions from one’s wisdom; and knowledge [in the
context of building the Tabernacle] is Divine inspiration
[wypin r:m!] (Rashi).
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Betzalel already had this greatness before he was appointed to
this monumental position, because Hashem grants‘ wisdom only
to one who already possesses it, as the pasuk (Daniel 2:21) says,
He gives wisdom to the wise.
~J The Midrash relates that a Roman matron once asked R’ Yosi
ben Chalafta about the logic of this pasuk. Why does Hashem give
wisdom to the wise? Wouldn't it make more sense to give it to fools
who need the wisdom? R’ Yosi answered her with a question: “If a
rich man and a pauper would approach you for a loan, to whom
would you lend money?”

“Po tHe rich man, of course,” she replied, “because | am more

assured of getting back my money from him. The pauper may
default on the loan and have nothing with which to repay it.”
3 This is the answer to your question,” R’ Yosi replied to the
matron. “Hashem gives wisdom to the wise because they know
how to use the wisdom. The fools will take the wisdom into unclean
places and thereby sully it.”

Where does the original wisdom of the wise come from? Shlomo
HaMelech addresses this when he says, The beginning of wisdom

/Is to acquire wisdom (Mishlei 4:7). A person must have a desire
to acquire wisdom and demonstrate that it is the most precious\
commodity in life for him. Then, Hashem will grant him this unique / /
gift. Betzalel was such a person. He was someone whose heart
inspired him, to approach the work, to do it (36:2).

A person may have an extremely high IQ, but that does not
make him wise. He must desire to use this special intelligence for
the right purpose. A landmark study done a number of decades
ago showed that some of the most evil people in recent history
had exceptionally high IQs. Yet, this did not prevent them from
committing the worst crimes imaginable and ending up behind
bars,

On the other hand, any veteran mechanech can testify that ha-
tzlachah in Torah is not necessarily dependent on extraordinary
kishronos (intellectual ability). What is needed is the desire to

ucceed, to patiently shteig (grow), and to treasure every bit of
‘Torah knowledge one acquires. That is the key to success!
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Nor should it appear strange that we may find wisdoxp in §uch un-
likely places. For wisdom, whenever and wherever it is acquired, is al?vays
a “find”; it always comes by grace of the Almighty, and not as the achieve-
ment of mechanical effort. . 4
Rabbi Hayyim of Volozhin perceives this idea in a Talmudic _teachi{xg:
“Should a man tell you, ‘I labored but did not find,’ do not believe h}m;
‘I did not labor, yet I found,’ do not believe him; ‘I labored and I found’—
believe him.”** Now, he notes, the verb “to find” seeins out of place about
/ the results of labor. When a person toils and strives, the result of his effort :
is better described as an achievement, as the fruit of his Iabor.  When
something i3 found, however, it comes through no special effort; it is a/
fortuitous discovery, a happy “find.” )
But this, says Reb Hayyim, is precisely the point of the Ta%mudxc
statement: No matter how much you labor and study, the gain of szdom,
the thomént of insight, the flash of illumination comes as a free gift f.rom
\)(thq Almighty. As we say three times a day in sh’moneh esroh, the .s1lent
prayer of Eighteen Benedictions: ny7 @78? jn fnk “Thou dost graciously
estow wisdom upon man.” ]
? Man cannot create wisdom. He must find it. Seek, and the Almighty
ill reward you with His blessing, and you will find.
This, then, is Ben Zoma’s teaching: The person who makes the effort
to learn from everyone will be blessed with wisdom.
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~~ The meaning of these words is as follows:

0ny7 means nwil ny1, the knowledge about HaKadosh Baruch Hu that
comes down to us through the Torah, as in ‘11 NK YT YNIT X7 %, For the
earth will be filled with knowledge of Hashem (Yeshayahu 11:9). i

9712 means 237 7iAn 137 1121, in this case, the understanding of Torah that
results from oy ny.

T~ In Tanach, there are }rlah§ e;érﬁpl‘es in which ng;é: comes before 7, as
well as f1y1 before 73, and, basically, the order really makes no difference.
Eiither it means that through the i of Torah one recognizes HalCadosh
Baruch.l'_lu, which is called ny; or, the reverse is also true: As a res%xll: f’f the iy 5‘1 N ey n”:p.‘]w AMYM AR s A o
recognition of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, i1y7, one proceeds to learn His Torah, s i b aniiin tel

! which is called nya. g

92t means practical, applied wisdom. If one has wisdom in theory only
but does not apply it to his practical life, behavior, and character, this
wisdom is not called Sawi. {f one knows all the halachos of a particular
subject, but does not apply them in practice, he would not be possessed of
72w We find 9'5wn 1ynb, so that you will be successful (Yehoshua 1:7),
which means, in accordance with the context there, that by the practical
application of the mitzvos HaTorah, you will be successful in your endeav-
org. To be sure, 72tyn 1y1%, from 53ty also refers simply to the use of one's -
intellect. When one is referred to as an ish maskil, it describes a person who 55 awwd wmws Py Pn Moty b b Amwmps WD e 195
is intelligent and also successful. g . M ATmPs wepen wowhy wwsr mebwnd un poen n7apme msbmn M

There is a very telling use of the word 93n in the pasuk, D oYK N B 90 I - MPDNN 3D ADSD MWPaN DN NoN N3 oMpY n:u)
20 YY1 K3 v 0 193 oK N W Yot Wi nixgh o w2 %y i ( 0 opd Swm o obm w wim MY Nwen opba
K 03 X (Tehillim 53:3-4). Paraphrased, this means that HaKadosh Baruch
Hu looks down, probingly, from heaven at the human race to see if there is
anyone who is a doreish es Elokim, one who seeks Hashem, who is also a mas-
Akil, but He finds only that all of humanity has turned sour and become rotten.
SWhat this means is that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is seeking within mankind
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19 :
bawm nya YT AR Mg — Endow us graciously from Yourself with

the combination of mwbx nx wa Yaiyn, people to whom the search for God
means the intelligent and practical application of the will of HaKadosh
Baruch Hu to any situation that may arise in their lives. There may be people
who are doreish es Elokim in that they daven fervently, learn Torah in depth,
and may even be the source of chidushei Torah; and yet; they could still lack

the_element of maskil. If such people are confronted with some test to do
; S S R T |

e
»_x.‘,mwllunq meonsisienl \m}.h then nﬂ."u’zg{. NE WL ey may very well fail,
because the elemnent of maskil was not combined with thei Db nk g,
Allof their leaming will not fielp thens; it wiil all blow away in the wind,
because they are not maskil: they did not have, as the primary goal of their

doreish es Elokim, the practical application of that which HaKadosh Baruch
* Hu wants of them.

¥ Therefore, in this tefillah we ask HaKadosh Baruch Hu to grant us not only

i1y7 and 137, but also '7;{ua,'the intelligence to successfully apply these
levels of wisdom to our daily lives.

intellect, insight and wisdom.

We ask God to endow us with Divine wisdom gradually, step by step.
It is dangerous and futile to attempt to jump to advanced levels of
wisdom without painstakingly mastering the preliminaries. The process
is as follows: 1) ny7, intellect, gives us the capacity to learn basic facts.
2) vy, insight, is the ability to carefully dissect and examine the-facts in
order to understand their inner workings and composition. 3) Y3w,
wisdom, is the ability to glean information and lessons from past
research and experience and apply them to new situations and problems.

(" The initials_of bai_ra nyv7 spell wad, honey, implying that no

| experience can match the sweet delight of intellectual achievement. ;
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Now, just how do we learn from others about us, from everyone we

encounter? DR 7°51%3 122% "M30 mIngY vy bun
First, we must acknowledge and accept that it can be done, that we TR 22P? NYW 751 Ipun NThne 1wl
can learn from every person. Aad this will require a certain humility, a P1 TR0 Ty L2091 7991 79 ’:5?
quality we do not ordinarily expect in the wise. But Iesist as we W{l], we ©) Y97 oW m9om 9 Ty Yapb yom b
must stoop to learn. Let us remember that the Sages in their insightful K" g
imagery compared the Torah to water.® When you are thirsty, you will not . 141 AR PONED AN
be particular about the person who may give it to you. You will surely b ey we e
ot insist that you can accept water only from someone in your own station 1ATI0I TIDY? 2R WR 7T NN
in life. Water is water, and when you need it, you will take it from anyone WHI AR NWYY 1102 W IR,
‘\I?\;ho offers ll(i-ﬁ Eh.e same attitulde ]:h;)uld apply to TOl'ahdﬂlr)ld to WiSCiiom. NPRY D L, nxwwnb MRY 5‘7:
# 7t you would find it, you must look for it in everyone and be prepared to
agcept it wherever you perceive it. - Xnman "3 2 P>l ow TR D°RM
S e R°272 NIoTY 751 (owmi c1a XDweIp
- - oM v 072 arown nxwnb
9 v Crem fho Yol < ’
ki Share Esre K ax 3% NX oowoni ‘ab non Yy mamenb
" Graciously bestow upon us from You wisdom, 0% 197 19X 070 Tom D TR Yaph
insight, and discernment. Blessed are You, Hashem, onw o7 Yyw %bn ooprien oowikn
who bestows wisdom mxT% YR 12 DN oWINRNa Arow
he request for wisdom begins, “Graciously bestow upon us Y Py nweown nIvanma
from You all the levels of knowledge: deiah binah vhaskel” The 3*
*key here is “mei'itcha — from You,” which intimates that the
knowleiii;—e is still part of G-d. Thus, on seeing a Torah scholar we say T
( “asher chalak meichoch lirei'av — that G-d apportions out His wis- A9 nyv NV D nYIS 3939
dom to those who fear Him.” However, on seeing a secular scholar, we
“recite “asher nasan meichochmaso Ubasar vadam — that G-d gives His
wisdom to flesh and blood.” Torah wisdom is not “given.” It is “ap- N”apPN DX RNNN PRN NHINNY ,NYNNA DON WYY XN TN Y'Y NIRDYY
portioned out.” G-d comes with wisdom, and He gives it only to those 1MYNN3 NON 19 1M K9

< fear Him. Only a person who is a real yerei Shamayim can truly v
% :;ltl;ni:d appreciatZ it. l;ccular knowledge, on the other hand, is given YONY PHYY NIMIX NNT ,2H BON BIN DYYI ADNNNY , 7D NN IR

to anyone made of flesh and blood. Hence, we ask that the wisdom that DN PY3 ,MdNN TID? N ,MoN YapY woMm NPNY 1151 250 NN
we are given on any level be wisdom that comes from You, Hashem, 93»m1 ,n%10 n9nn Y5 mx oyna 1% pmbnw (3 ') i X3 wsny
and remains with You. DT LNNONM NN WHIN IPNRYHN RON ,NININ NNON DY OIN PN NNNAY
QINTD P NN 0PN NN 1252 AWN DNONN P DN YWY Y uabuy
7NONY P M NPNY 1Y TNV PYINY ,AY DON NN _BIN NIPI N ¢
33X - AUH) PRYN NYan '»nmv’v/

[Ramban discusses what is meant by circumeising the heart:] E
iy pllsv E'2n317 13 1 — And this concept, that I am about to expound, is apparent from p—— A1
Scripture: YWY IR pI¥ 221873 Mivy? 01 ma nwn o 1¥M211 11 3 — that from the end of o) >C
creation, the option is in man’s hand to do either righteousness or evil, according to his Q’\ 7 e >
will,  ¥73 Bnivya Wiy atv3 pppmas naY oY M M1 53 g 121531~ and for the entire era 33
olf1 the T(;r:ll;“‘ it iz 11;0 be so;f in order that [people] should earn credit for reward through their S il
choice of the good® or suffer punishment when they willfull opt for the bad. L=
a3 oY atva nPRaT MmN mwng - But in the Messia’r’lic era, i)t’ wli)ll be [mankind’s] 2;}::;::::—:\ TP DA e, GHpipt =70 Wi T VD o S [ DT
choose the good, 53 12 1¥ory XY) 1Ky KW Y 297 M X5 — the heart will not erave that | DVT VIR 7IRYD 0 ,07173 T Dluph MK W Beisy, piban i [2
which is not appropriate and will not have any desire for it at all.  yx3 M2y nbmy XN~ | /Mnadh ND3 WK DX ¥ RLAT DR 2 930 NHRYH WA I S DR
And this is the “circumcision” that is mentioned here,  xw7 2% bimy ,Aaba by n;:,m.'j} Gl R 2 g

; 11 nbanI - XLAWSY %D A3 AT 9°9Tn 0131 9O nX 1a?
mam x5y mm x5y — for lust and craving are lik foreski 17 ”I?:W”‘
— : e ety i gloce i nRoRTa BYWR IR LMY monom nawnn v i R oIR xinw

circumeision of the heart is that [the heart] shall not lust and shall not desire. oNT 2w
vy TR 21 S iRviy ©9p g Wb X3n3 1oy2 — Man shall return at that time to the spiritual state =S e
N that he was in before the sin of the first man,  fi¥3 my x5 niwyh NRYY M IR0 Ay may

125 937 - when he would do by nature that which is proper to do, and he did not have in his NX Q72 1'5» X1 D - WYY TR BRI N2 NNDM RYY IR Ry 7ab

will the simultaneous pull of one thing and its opposite,'®  MWxXI2 192 MYIEY 13 — as I have
: . " PR PERE TRRT NN R NN N2 Y0 9%° NOAO DY IR LDINR AR R 3771193 7990 1an XMan
explained in the Torah portion of Bereishis (on Genesis 2:9). 'y v 1 o il man 7 2

[Ramban finds support in the words of the prophets for this concept:] RR3N WOD ARpPIDD WO N N I NOKIN DR 59 o1 mims
¥IAT3 337 WY M ) ~ And this is what Scripture is saying in Jeremiah: oy mgy TV 4221 201 NpYRw MR PR 12 REPIM 2Y madh 1 Anpbiw wika]_Labh
nuv]'!u nma m o nyy '7‘“-1".” m3 nx m DY DD - Behold days are coming._' the word Of W YRR LRI LN TR Iwhmw RN Pnn IR ,1'7“ o™Ma7a P R 'be
Hasuent — when I will seal a new covenant with the House of Israel and the House of  D¥WY 0v35m D ,0MRY B2 %3 %M N APYIR NoMYA Har 707 p1 RN
Judah. iy Dniay nK MY WK N33 &Y — Not like the covenant that I sealed with their %50 0373 191 ,8Y A Y pRY PO ,0ven NNk
forefathers, efe.  DIP3 MR Ny NNy ... DT oA YN Y¥77 3 nR B3N WX NMEE NN .
"n3anax 03% Yy) - For this is the covenant that I shall seal with the House of Israel after BT B3 DRI 7PN PR3 *5 MWIN 78 VAKX *0.0XY ,20W7 DX n7ne
those days ... I will place My Torah within them and I will write it onto their heart nNYM L1N2 TRYRY YoWi Wi X? 2% NNON 13 ANvRY 1At YD IR 109
(Jgre_mzah 31:30-32).. g nyn ivava a%a nivy ym b Jm - This pla_tcmg of the Torah'  qyyea ;nR mab 717 »° Youb1 ,75ow” Sy DRnwIn INTIaYY 1R 55 M
within them and writing it onto their hearts refers to the abolition of the evil inclination and

- (IWRID vana AR RWW 100 jR RY 90w Yy onn bIx .ab nnonb,

the heart’s doing by its nature what is proper for it to do. ==
MR LNPRT RS DIYDING JIN PR 970 a%ow IR LRTIA0 R hsvana)
1Y, MWK B200Y Yanw 1Y 1% hnTipn 120 231080 nbwhnwna
,D1WNMY NPRY NI T YY IS NPImNBwsY LXMAT DR OB RN
1Y 779000 Y¥ennY ,0MI8 2w L, Y Rnm ,a%n DR D3 71900 IR
' ' AW ¥ 1N DR MY XY




35

STIND P21 PUBYD DIPWY YT 2N YW 2303 713 DOROR AT "
TT0M DX 7 MY XY 50w 5y K91 2% noon Yy XY oY PR 0 Y0 b

34

T2 R Turbs PR W I ,RUAT IR YW 77,7000 717 108 m
IR TRNIND YR DOV Y nawnn YR Hawnn ,avT OR AT wphps
2% nRonr naTTy oEpnmt 3 nwyb 2 mbyeni -

it

N9 1o DONN 300 i DIRY DeTAbn LARIAIM AMnn DR nb A uEn T /PR DR P nhIved Xin baamm Tuebn 1won ,Yowi %) Wion 0PN

axY” ANTIVRY Yan XA - TR TN L oI o ,pany TR
AW Wan ,70™Na NINDY MIAM oPAn AYYpn ARY 9730 nR Pis? ohnd
PoR Yy TPRYRY” KPR Y K9, PRIW7 9957 *10Y oPIWYRIIAN YR 07T

yvovepa pmay — (Y7In) “Roh

PR 2% neon .91 DIWYY LLYRD LRI RI0W LIMN 23 DR hnR (IS

Low B 9Y L2 TMA NTHY WOR w°n A1 XY amwn nrnb ma owm
257 303 203ni% NIV MDY JDIX DWW NN IPRW DIR Y OXY +1329
abEY TR L2903 FRR YW 03T Y91 ,n1onn 2o vean vh Y 0K -
RITW 77V 1PAR DAIAR P ST TR IWK OTX "3 YO0 IR J08Y T30 0°p o

18Y”_APRD MW X OR IR ,13P° N2 TPOW T2 N1IDY NWYUA BIRY
Lown Yy Y99 ek PR D ,hwna X737 2n5W Y 980 MR - 7PWRY
SR M 5Y Ry ey s rpwyn By B - ROR WNRD
D Y amnab Y [ARWwa W PR ,Awym nwen Y93 YanonY ,misnmag”

- 7am W TRER T 20 A0 0TR 2 Tan7w RN 0D nbRi
CPRY ok PR - Yow By unxe AR - 2% neon b oY wtn RY
OPR amnnk TR W 00 uY Tan 0P RNAIW awIIpR 10 KPR WY .
) 793 PWRIA DIRWD 0N MPRYNWR K1 KT nTY nm 21pY nwvn ’\
‘K’m‘y Yo proon R Yow 03 °D 1y Yown 13 #bana ,7ab naon” nat )
JTOR DOPIAD IR 1IN 070G DR 0PI KNA7 103 ,77Na0 nhym havt

o TN L Amna DR Yowa vy WM L3 7 WY 7T ana

nnon YWtk 2w 0IRD DR Xan® amoa (Pan ranin jEma 1)

7 366
1 7w pnR npaT ey wr
,INIRLN " ORTAD 19K MynT 19 1w’
mrik 0o Yvw ardw v m
AN P21 %20 At Pa ovyy nann
’ .P"mna 127N

ey
Ry X
S — — 2
B, A aet @ <9 FEINE TN IS - MOTTR 7D TR

N RTY = 9M%-R 927 RN ,NNRY MINHN MR S8 DAY 139 Pwnn
M 9NN NNHY MR — A MPYYIA NPW” NPIWIA NINM — "RNYTIR
P71 UR 70TRY N 92 VW DM 2RIN I IR MITH LN NN 99 PR
MYV WINR DNPP .DMYY MNNY NN NMY MM NN Y0 WYY
Db Y YN MaYw 07 DWIR DIVIY DIV PIINT DYVR YaR ,NNxN
DOV DN IR VYN NR DANY DOYTY DA DR M¥ND N»YYa ny
1NNXY MENN NRT RY IR

PITPTY 1N2AD "INR DRI DN n:v"'r’n DRy o<

msna
TONA RN AVYI 92,000 NPIN NRTY T NYPTI DTRD DHNVIY ‘mj{.
YN DR Y PR LPIAN IR DTRYIYV DIVH MENI PIPTO N 0
MYYY XYY MYINY %1HY N1an 72 DIR Pan IR N R ,NNIYY
M 927,20 = AT 9T SPY R ~ DT AT, PY — AT 93T DY cDMY
SN0 300 R a0 —

1951 ,39INRA AL Prw MY TN 7190 o
" peIine oaT?

DAND VR LNMITR D179 MEN2 MNP MY PY NN Y3 oy mm
17390 .70 NI0M 12230 MY NMXNI ANTR 779 MY on»nny v
M7 IR2Y Y9N I :amv @ » maw) 90 1a"n MaT RN VRN
07190 IR TYIN NPR I (0y mvan) 213 1 (,0) NPIN W1 (7a7) VTN
NRAP? NRAPY MIP NR 71 RY RINN 0P DM (¢ oy 1N ,01VR
RN 17N ,2"MPI DNAR NYHY DITNY MY DIN DIDIINN BMAT N
2aR L0700 57 DT RY TITI MY MOYIN (0 mywy) NIT RONT
25M HRIVH MM MPMWA Y APRYR AN INY XY TNYY
INRNN HRIVA PN IRMIVA ND IPANN MXNM N1INN Y2 mara e
BYYN YN ARMOLA PN 191 DINNYV DM DIHY MNPIN 0Y Yxptw) N
079 921 ,PIRN 10 PAPR ARMOA M NRY @ Amon NN TR HYI
92 YN RN I MPNN 1N MY TIAPY 10 MPAN 1N NTIYN AYIRIN

INNRRD M N2 YINT DPIND MDD 2079 113 DNANIN ANIRIN 070 s~

S8 YW DTID 102N DTPINA SR IMIRAN (0 102 IR MM ~

TP nYMY DAY 1R a8 Yoo ab

= »)
() @7RR W3 36

WIpNnY OIRA 1 TWUIT Bmn
_Ivns) N nown NMWYI ,Inwa

vpan IR’ ®'mn mw om0 o
A'™iny 01 2aYn nanwvy y»ont L 11psn

NNV YY RP 119 NWID NRIP PP
_Nan 7377 PR muamya 1 2150
(:g"vr Toathn on PrIX a1 PUan
TN D (¢ MR 7o nwap) 'PrIX Mna
CIRIPY PIY OMINA NUBN2 ORIP
[ nwAD NAvaw a7vLNAa 1K1 ,mm:f(
)99 N NRMILVA NNV 17971 K9 7D
?(\nw:vn mnvn D P e
Mpr” (o-nd 19 YRpr) OV 2IN33
99n onAnvl DY n oYYy
,0DNR VR 0279193 9o 0 MIRNY y
DX WTN_N11_WTN 3% 03 nnn

J

s &

JAXD 2% DR Mom 052793
Xon1 ,"wa aY BoY NNl L0oIwan
NPpIN XN TR 07D NN0 WYY
NRVAD "N NPT MInYn In T (™
01 X2nw i 5P nMdN Nn RRo Yy
59 Y TWURIN OTRY ARMvn DR
1 wnin Yw o nyTn o yy Kon oT
NR 1pnY WK 1T Nawal ,0vyh nnn

= oRUNN Y2 WY

-
w71 25 M) 910 onnn AR 9 )
Rp 7179A NINVY T 11T 90 (e

Rk 1991 Nnyn RN RN 9y ~Ne-

I ,1N700Y 1157 1R MY N
NIWD N21wnNa N YR OIRA 210w
TP DY D DRI DYI Ny YAy
NN nvowl npmdn inn n:uwnr_ll
' 792 qo1ua X1 .n7nvY 191 13wl aba

W«




