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({‘Jimg O mighty Rock of my saluation, to praise You is a delight. Restore my

House of Prayer and there we will bring a thanksgiving offering. When You
will have prepared the slaughter for the blaspheming foe, then I shall complete with
a song of hymn the dedication of the Altar,
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1.1. Why is Chanukah called “Chanukah™?

1. Since the Chashmonaim rested from battling the Yevanim on the
25" of Kislev (the first day of Chanukah), the holiday is called
1900 because this word is made up of 11, meaning “they rested,”
and no, which has the gematria of 25, implying the 25" of Kislev.

(Ran, Shabbos 21b)
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In the fol|owmg passuk from our parsha, Yosef hatzaddik alludes
to the festival of Chanukah (Bereishis 43, 16): NX BNX 7O XM"
19 N3V M2AYI NN DYWINT NN X3 ,1N73 HY TWRY MK PRNa
"IMTIXA BMWANIT 19X M D—Yosef saw Binyamin with them, and
he said to the one in charge of his house, “Bring the men into the
house, and have meat slaughtered and prepared, for with me will
these men dine this afternoon.”

Now, take note of the two words “19m naw”. If we take the last
letter of the first word—the letter “ches”—rearrange the letters of
the second word, and combine them, we obtain 11*5%0. In short,
we can interpret this passuk as Yosef issuing a command to prepare
a festive meal in honor of Chanukah. The source for this allusion
is found In the Shiltei Giborim; it is also introduced by the Eliyahu
Rabbah (O.C. 670, 10) and the Mateh Moshe (Chanukah, 993):
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Regarding thls tunic, we have Iearned in the Gemara (Megillah
16b): INWN AOVY apy! POV [T12] nHn whHD MW Hpwn Hawa”
“mrxnY 11MAax 1T 121 HaYan) 1nk—as a result of this extra gift
Yaakov gave to Yosef and not to the other brothers, the matter evolved
such that our forefathers descended to Mitzrayim. Let us endeavor
to understand the matter of the “kesonet passim”—the striped tunic.
Additionally, why did this garment weigh specifically “two selas"?
The Chasam Sofer explains that the “two selas” of fine wool that
Yosef received in excess of his brothers correspond to the festivals
of Chanukah and Purim._The other brothers did not comprehend the
significance of these two festivals; only Yosef did. Let us present the
amazing words of the Chasam Sofer:
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In fact, these festivals were truly his portion; he drew from them
spiritually. As such, Yaakov gave Yosef two selas of fine woolen cloth
above and beyond what he gave the other brothers. Forthey symbolized

{wo mitzvot from the Torah she’hal peh; the garment alluded to the tunic
wQm by the Rabbis. This provoked the brothers’ jealousy.

Thus, we have learned a tremendous chiddush. When the Torah
states: “and Yisrael loved Yosef more than all of his sons, because
he was a child of his old age; and he made him a striped tunic"—it
is referring to Chanukah and Purim which are revealed to us by our
Torah scholars in Torah she'b’al peh. They are referred to as “kesonet
passim,” because the novel interpretations presented by the scholars

< of the Torah she'b'al peh are termed by the Zohar hakadosh Xpibn”
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two selas of cloth corresponding to Chanukah and Purim.

~

1937 7—rabbinical garments. The gaﬁnent consisted specifically off
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Nevertheless, it is still incumbent upon us to clarify the following
three issues: (a) why did Yaakov Avinu choose to reveal the two
festivals of Chanukah and Purim to Yosef, specifically, rather than
to any of his other sons? (b) With this knowledge, what prompted
Yosef to prepare a festive Chanukah and Purim meal in Mitzrayim? (c)
Why did HKB"H arrange for the two festivals of Chanukah and Purim

_to be revealed specifically in Torah she'b’al peh rather than Torah
she'b’chsav?

Let us begin to shed some light on these issues by introducing
an important principle learned from the teachings of the Kedushat
Levi. He addresses the question of why our blessed sages instituted

f that the berachah of “mrn 1912 DI 2273 1MARY Do) nwyw" b
| recited only on Chanukah and Purim. Why isn't it recited regarding th

" miracles and wonders associated with Pesach?
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He points out that the miracles associated with the exodus
from Mitzrayim differ significantly from the miracles of Chanukah
and Purim. Those miracles were supernatural; the laws of nature
established during creation were altered and defied. During the ten
plagues water turned into blood, the houses became filled with frogs
and lice, the light turned into darkness and all of the firstborn died in
a single night. This supernatural aspect was ever so apparent when
the sea was transformed into dry land during the phenomenal miracle
of the splitting of the Red Sea.

In contrast, the miracles of Purim and Chanukah were obscured

within the realm of nature. On Purim, Haman's decree was annulled as
aresult of Achashvelrosh’s love for Esther HaMalkah, On Chanukah,
the Chashmonaim defeated the Greeks with military weapons.
Despite the veil of nature, it was obvious to all—both on Purim and on

Chanukah—that HKB”H performed these miracles to save Yisrael,

Therefore, our blessed sages instituted the recitation on Chanukah
and Purim of the berachah: ara onan o%aa 1N1ARY o'oY TWYw”
“mn—Wwho performed miracles on behalf of our forefathers, in those
days, at this season. In other words, the miracles performed by
HK6”H on Yisrael's behalf were concealed “nri para"—within the
* realm of nature and the constraints of time; whereas the miracles
associated with the exodus were beyond the realm of nature and
beyond the constraints of time.

Miracles Conducted within the Realm of Nature
Are Facilitated by Torah She’b’al Peh

Let us take the high road and explore another incredible source
from one of the great luminaries, the Maharal of Prague. In his sefer
Be'er HaGolah (Be'er Rishon), he explains why HKB”H gave us the
Torah in two distinct forms—Torah she’b’chsav and Torah she’b’al

peh. These two aspects of the Torah correspond to the two methods
by which HKB"H manages His universe—by means of miracles
and by means of nature. When conducting the world by means of
miracles, HKB”H does not utilize intermediaries. His presence is

|

not obscured by constellations or heavenly stars that seemingly

control nature. When conducting the world according to the laws of
nature, on the other hand, the world is still operating under HKB”H's
> miraculous supervision; however, he utilizes the forces of nature as
JAntermediaries to accomplish His will.

. £ po—

The Midrash (B R.1, 1) teaches us that HKB”H utilized the Torah as
a blueprlnt with which to create the world, It is apparent, therefore,
thE‘LtDE_ Torah_is the source for both methods of conducting the
world—the supernatural and the natural. So, the Maharal explains

.-:hhat Torah she'b’chsav—which was given by HKB"H Himself

directly without Torah scholars as intermediaries—is the source for
the management of the world by means of miracles—which also

functions without natural intermediaries. Torah she'b'al peh, on the A

other hand, includes all the aspects of the Torah that were revealed

as a result of HKB"H bestowing His wisdom upon Torah scholars
so_that they could clarify and refine Torah knowledge in each and
every generation. It is the source for the management of the world
according to the laws of nature—whereby HKB"H utilizes the forces
of nature as intermediaries to run the universe. This is the gist of the
Maharal's explanation.

*Thus we can appreciate why HKB”H arranged that the two
festivals of Chanukah and Purim be revealed specifically by the
s¢holars of Torah she'b’al peh. Seeing as the miracles associated
with these festivals manifested themselves within the guise of
nature, it was imperative that they be revealed specifically via Torah
she'b’al peh—the source of HKB"H's management of Yisrael within
the guise of nature.

| The Pﬁrpbse of the Visible Miracles
A Is Recognition of the Concealed Miracles

Continuing along this path, let us proceed to explain why Yaakov
revealed these two festivals—Chanukah and Purim—specifically to
Yosef. Additionally, we will explain why Yosef hatzaddik prepared a
meal for his brothers in Mitzrayim celebrating Chanukah and Purim.
We will base our explanation on a fundamental idea which the
Ramban teaches us toward the end of parshas Bo {Shemos 13, 16).

r~3The purpose of all the supernatural miracles which HKB8”H performed

onour behalf during the exodus from Egypt is to allow us to recognize
the tremendous miracles performed on our behalf on a daily basis
within the realm of nature.

The concealed miracles are the foundation of the entire Torah.
Whether the miracle is performed for the general public or for an
individual, everything is determined from above; our daily events and
miracles are not determined by natural law. A Jew who does not
believe in this principle does not have a part in the Torah.

At last, let us rejoice and connect all of the loose ends. Yaakov
Avinu realized by means of his ruach hakodesh that Yosef was
sold to the Egyptians so as to pave the way for all of Yisrael to
sanctify themselves in Mitzrayim. As a result, they would merit the
supernatural phenomena and miracles that HKB”H would performdy
during the exodus. Nevertheless, the purpose of such miracles is to
instill in a person the belief that even nature is cbntrolled by HKB”H.
Yisrael's belief that the natural order of things is determined by HK8”H
was revealed by means of Chanukah and Purim.

Therefore, Yaakov Avinu wisely revealed the mystery of
these two festivals—Chanukah and Purim—specifically to Yosef
hatzaddik, Comprehending his father's true intent, he acted
accordingly. He paved the way for all of Yisrael in Mitzrayim with
his sanctity. He became the second in command to the ruler of
Mitzrayim. Then he commanded his brothers, the tribes of Yisrael,
to bring Binyamin along with them so that all twelve heavenly tribes
would be present at his gala event. Once all the pieces were in
place, he prepared for them in Mitzrayim a festive meal in honor of
Chanukah and Purim. This event prepared the way for the events to
follow. The supernatural miracles witnessed in Mitzrayim inculcated
in Yisrael the unwavering belief that even mundane daily events are.
miracles wrought by Hashem within the guise of nature.

How nicely this ties in with a wonderful association we find
between Yosef and Torah she’b’al peh. When Yosef was appointed

as second in command in Mitzrayim, the Torah states (Bereishis
44, 42); wabm qoY T Sy MK NN e Syn nyav nx awan o
19 TWR MWNRT 135703 INIK 257 ... .WW *TA3 MiX—and Pharaoh
removed his ring from upon his hand and put it on Yosef’s hand; he

then had him dressed in garments of linen . . . and he had him ride in
his second chariot.

The great Rabbi of Apta, zy"a, finds the following allusions in this
passuk (ibid.):

QO NN WA RUApnw I mnw b 1T, ww T Ims wabn”
N353 MK 35771,595 RYIDT KMMWPNX KT MWITHRn N 1K1
Samnp Yyaw anna mvhs Mo mwn MTo MW Y X, mwnh

¥ “Bigdei sheish” (“sheish” means linen but also means six) alludes
to_the six midot of kedushah with which HKB”H adorned Yosef;
the word “mishneh” alludes to the six orders of the Mishnah—the
cornerstone of Torah she'b’al peh.




3
It seems that this is also alluded to in the passuk (ibid. 41, 45): 19095 P18 / 10
“MIYD MIDY O BW AYID XIp""—Pharaoch named Yosef Tzaphnas PRELPREPRSY
Pahneiach. Rashi provides the following clarification: ,ryd mpx”
“X1pna RT mybY PRI NdXN wabn—decipherer of the cryptic;
there is no word resembling MY in Scriptures. As the chariot for

*Tovah she'b'al peh, his function is to decipher that which is cryptic. NI PN '[:w?:n fal)bint
For, the Torah she'b'al peh deciphers and reveals all of the mysteries
of Torah she'b’chsav. We might suggest that this is also alluded to by T ORI 593 NN TP NN 15wnl Neun
Rashi's comment that there is no word resembling F3yD in Scriptures.
Rashi is alluding to the fact that Torah she’b’al peh explains all of the B350 LIP3 KT 1,7 MK IOKON 55 05w Xpos) N1 KNPDDI 103
things for which we cannot find an explanation or similarity elsewhere TV 90PN W 19WN NORN 1105 19022 Iwnm oMwya” (1op 1
in Torah she'b’chsav. ) N 12 ORI 7AW YD TODA SNV 191 1INOW 10D 1972 ThNX
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9\5 44 o INSIDE CHANUKAH R.

When the Chashmonaim entered the Beis HaMikdash on the 25%
of Kislev;, they had to dismantle the Mizbeiach (Altar), because
the Yevanim had defiled it. Once it was taken apart, they hid its
stones in the northeast chamber of the Beis HaMikdash (see Yoma
16a; Avodah Zarah 52b), rebuilt the Mizbef'ach in purity with new
stones, and resumed bringing offerings upon it. The word Chanukah
literally means dedication, and the holiday was given this name
as a reference to the dedication of the new Mizbeiach in the Beis
HaMikdash, which took place on that day by the Chashmonaim.

(Maharsha, Shabbos 21b)

Because the Yevanim defiled, stole, or destroyed all of the klei shareis
(the ministering vessels of the Beis HaMikdash), the Chashmonaim
A-had to fashion all the vessels anew, and therefore, the name Chanukah,
“dedication,” refers to the dedication of all the new klei shareis.
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S Feshoalle § LR~ R.Lf ‘
KLAL YISRAEL’S FLAW 33 30
he Bach comments in the beginning of Hilchos Chanukah that W mwp mvnnn 931 max jn
the Jewish people’s flaw, the fault that made them vulnerable to J\Q‘Jnnnn RPITY_ Ny1Y  OIRn Yy
the.decrees of Antiochus; was a deficiency in the area of 2vodah — in 01 95 X113 YR INRN 1Y nluuun
their sacrifices and the prayer service in the Temple. This weakness MnR_ MmN Y1 P'aan R ara
left them vulnerable to the cessation and desecration of this service 5501 nYpna n’ml'mw o Y™t :mn

by th
y the Gl:eek de‘cre.es. . DN ora Y1 o nTaya
What is the significance of this aspect of Torah life? The prophet ad- RPT Npaw (a1 xar mwna mpn)
. <« 2, I
monished the people because the Torah was observed “tzav [1zav... —a . MR’ Napn BT NR o A"non

¥ command here, a command there, a line here, a line there, a little

7/ here, a little there” (Yeshayahu 28:10). G-d does not want from us
613 disjunctive and independent acts, but rather “achas diber Elokim
— G-d spoke one” (Zehillim 62:12); G-d gave us one unified word.
He gave us one unified lifestyle of holiness and purity. We must be-)
come, individually and collectively, G-d’s Mikdash, where His pres-
ence will be presented to the entire world, by a nation of holy Ko-J
hanim. However, “shenayim zu shamasi — 1 heard two” (ibid.). We
human beings living in a world consisting of many manifold objects

NNR_,0°NW1 NNR DNN1 NNN LONR
nnR ,wam nnR Y98y nnx v
AN DTN AR Yavt nnx wwv
VP K91 21W1 210 "NNRT NN 9y
MRTN Paw Y9 N MY I3p 1093
NAT2 WY TIw RYR AT PR ORY M
mopnan N OINA WYY NRT
TW_NPNIND N pRanm AnwRI,

cannot relate directly to the unified will of G-d without breaking it ? M R TR T
down into smaller components. nwn_n"wn YR 1M 1910 MR
ZZ)L/IK - . ) iy NPNY_ONWRIN_NRTON_TNA_n2am
Jew’s life and lifestyle from different perspectives. One who views NI YoM PN 1901w noph
the mitzvos as separate disjunctive commands, even though he is ™5 AWK MMM Y ' oph Ao

“shomeia | kol Hashem” (Shemos 15:26) — even though he hears the
external commands of Hashem and obeys them — nonetheless he
remains an eved, a slave, who relates to commands alone. On the

"7 ,0MDn orY imne uvipdYa Kan)
(1 Xn nwma

other hand, one who is “shomeia bkol Hashem” (Devarim 30:8) — 4
one who hears “into” those commands, what their implications are, e S BN
,‘%- how they shed light on the all-encompassing will of Hashem for his 'Ib 1“’5‘[3 naan 99
entire life, personality, lifestyle, goals, and values, he is like a son by )
who anticipates and concerns himself with the will of his parents
and the lifestyle and personality that the parents wish to engender in o o M1 DOMBE T 398539
him through the directives they give him. J0 DEND DG IOVD_MEDN ,DIETODD
In this respect, “Ner mitzvah v'Torah obr — A commandment S5uD 35D MM 373 2 ,p"oiE3 HphTd
is a candle and the Torah is light” (Mishlei 6:23). The mitzvos are D3E) YIVHE DI NEID 920 DIWNILD DIW
a receptacle for the oil that forms the light disseminated by the To- OB 197 D7D ©%3 1 P NI NNV (12 3
\’iraé, which generates a Torah personality and lifestyle. The avodah of “ 1 537 9bOPE D SOND % DPRT9s MED
prayer and sacrifice, and the environment of the Mikdash, put the DOND M IBY D BN LRI MM PIED
various mitzvos into the perspective of a relationship with Hashem %5b SEv) PNE NG ,PND Dh o3 ho
apd encompassed all of life and its components. HYH3 APEY DOIE MO 01y DEh M
SE3P YD Db OPHY YoM (3 bd by 4/

. During the period preceding Chanukah, Jews were weak in this

" OB DEWE ,DYN3 S00 0PI, DTN
avodah. Torah observance became mere external compliance to the ] -

SN0 ,DISIORM DIETARD W31, D) 75

commands. The implication of the lifestyle to be created by those 75 19N 33955 51 J53) 99%0 N9 V5 OO
commands, the creation of a nation of holy Kohanim who would 3n P 55 I53 pIED » I Wt
become the actual Mikdash of G-d’s presence, was ignored. Shab- E3 ShD” HIPI3 B0 ETHD MM
bos was observed but did not impart a lifestyle that strove for the JPES3 DD H3pd pibY owovss ’"15)-,/:1
spiritual world represented by Shabbos. Rather, those shomrei Shab- 59 VB JDE3 PIDOL DOND 2 MmN Hos
bos spent their six workdays expanding their materialistic goals, and 1 P AIT VIBE DA U5 ID3Y N IJND
that’s what formed their life’s ambition and influenced all their deci- TPMES DNISD3_DBEIDD PP v H3 ¢
sions and conduct, not the Torah, not Shabbos. They observed the r‘m
letter of the law but failed to be imbued with the holiness and purity WS Db SMANE 9999 ,3 HY 937 HD Pr¥n
%@@hat those laws imply. The Yiddishkeit was dark and external, and the DIETHDDS a9 HIDE DN WL ,TMD £IDRDY
preciousness of the chosen nation was diminished. HIDE 1,93 BN D DD ON3I " M
’_gé This very shallow appreciation of a true Torah lifestyle induced HIDE PISH3 PIAM POYD PILTOPII M

9371 /9 DTI3D3 DVEINDY PVEDI TN HIn

some to be totally influenced by the Greek way of life. If one views T e ErEDD bos 0 B

the Torah oﬁﬁ&te}}};iiy, it can’t match the beauty and grandeur o TIBM 57PN P33 DNILI3 "IL PEAPaD ¥
the externals of Greece. Therefore they accepted it as an alternative »H39E N30 W31 071300 Ph LN OED
PHD3 HME WH DI HOD NN W)

to the drab Jewish existence that left them feeling disillusioned and

unimpressed due to its lack of real content. .t -
‘ FoI: this reason, this period is referred to as galus Yavan, the Greek D"’sﬁa Sm‘:f: ";5“;5 ::ﬂ;l:"b‘”::? ?;g;)
exile — even though we were in Eretz Yisrael with a Mikdash, still 395D ) A% 6;3 U
we were in exile. We may have been connected to the externals of ay o

/™. the Tand and the Temple, but we were millions of miles away from

7 their inner spiritual essence. Since the Jews had this weakness, they

e valnerable to the decrees of Yavan. G-d did not thwart these

decrees so that Klal Yisrael should wake up to their faults and repent

and strengthen themselves.




“TO DEFILE AND TO DESECRATE” 3@

lt is a sad fact, says the Chafetz Chaim, that sometimes one does
not appreciate what one has until it is taken from him or he is
threatened that it will be taken from him. The decrees the Greeks
made against us are mentioned in the A/ HzNissim prayer that we say
on Chanukah. First, “Lbashkicham Torasecha — to make them forget
Hashem’s Torah.” Their main purpose was to make them forget Your
Tarah. This refers specifically to Torah Sheba’al Peh, the Oral Torah,
‘éﬁwhich could be forgotten if the chain of transmission was inter-
rupted. The Greeks did not mind if we retained the Written Torah as
a body of Jewish folklore, as long as our lifestyle reflected the values

Torah is like a body without a soul. Hence the letters of Mishnah,

éand morals of Greek culture. The Written Torah without the Oral}

the Oral Torah, also spell neshamah, “soul.” Without G-d’s explana-
tion of the Written Torah, it can be distorted, mistepresented, and
reduced to a lifeless compendium of history and folklore. Then it is
no longer “Your Torah,” but something very different. It is a shell
without content.

The second decree against us was “/hazviram mechukei reszone-
¢ha — to transfer them from the laws of Your will.” Here, too, the
Greeks were perfectly willing to let the Jews observe mitzvos as folk
culture, as long as the essence of their lifestyle was in line with the
basics of Greek philosophy.

. The Greeks did not seek to destroy the Jewish people or even our
Mikdash. They sought to defile and to desecrate — to “metamei”
and “mechallel” Mechallel means literally “hollow out,” to remove

inner spiritual meaning, leaving but an outer shell. 7umah is the
vacuum left when holiness and spirituality leave an entity as when a
soul leaves a body.

2

for eight da;ré. The bondvthrough Torah and mitzvos is symbolized

by the Menorah, which represents the light of Torah that emanates

. from the receptacle of the mitzvos when they are pure and untaint-
ed. Recognition of our unique relationship with Hashem generated

an increased awareness of G-d’s special relationship with us and re-
sulted in eight days of hallel and hodaah to Hashem, of intensifying

closeness to Him through prayer and praise.
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