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1T " he whole earth was of one language and of common purpose. 2 And it came to pass,

when they migrated from the east they found a valley in the land of Shinar and settled there.
3 They said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and burn them in fire.” And the brick

A poksod] Gumash,

they all spoke one language, the Holy Tongue (Rashi), the
language with which the world was created (Mizrachi).

All the ingredients for greatness were there: The nations
were united, they were in a central location, they spoke the
Holy Tongue, and — if they desired guidance in achieving

served them as stone, and the bitumen served them as mortar. 4 And they said, “Come, let us
Ebuild us a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves,

lest we be dispersed across the whole earth.”

5 HASHEM descended to look at the city and tower which the sons of man built, ¢ and HASHEM
¢said, “Behold, they are one people with one language for all, and this they begin to do! And now,
should it not be withheld from them all they propose to do? 7 Come, let us descend and there
confuse their language, that they should not understand one another’s language.”
8 And HASHEM dispersed them from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped
building the city. ® That is why it was called Babel, because it was there that HASHEM confused
the language of the whole earth, and from there HASHEM scattered them over the face of the

whole earth.

holiness — they had Noah, Shem, and Abraham among
them. Instead, as happens so often in human history, they
’( chose to ignore their spiritual advantages and turn to thei;}
/ opportunities for self-aggrandizement and power. It seems-
\ ludicrous that people who still remembered the Flood could
have found grounds to rationalize a way of bypassing God's
control of events, but such is man’s capacity for self-
deception that he can negate reality and build substance
around a vacuum.
~J According to the Sages, Nimrod was the primary force
behind this rebellion. He planned to build a tower ascending -
to Heaven and, from it, wage war against God. But though
the Midrashim perceive sinister and idolatrous motives in
this plan, the verses do not reveal the evil motives of the

E THE INSIDE STORY \\.mk% osber

i ihat was their sin? Their motives for building a city
with a tower “whose top shall reach the heavens’ seem
quite understandable. Mankind was only just reconstruct-
ing itself after the Flood that had wiped out the entire hu-

man race save for Noah and his family. If fledgling human-
ity was to survive, unity and cooperation were of critical
importance. So they set out to build a common city to knit
them into a single community. At its heart, they planned a
tower mghic_:h would be visible for miles, a landmark to
beckon to those who had strayed from the city and a
monument to inspire commitment to their common goal—

survival. All they wanted was to “make for ourselves a
name”—to ensure the continuity of the human race.

~VAnd yet, their project to preserve humanity deteriorated
into a rejection of all that humanity stands for and an open
rebellion against their Creator and purpose. Their quest for

%Himself alone

conspirators. As for the memory of the Flood — which
should have frightened them from confronting God — the
builders of the tower rationalized that such an upheaval oc-
curs only once every 1656 years, so that they had nothing to
fear from Divine intervention for another 1316 years, by
which time they would have waged their “war” against God
and won.
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1. nnx N5y — ONE LANGUAGE.  wpit 1iw’ — The Holy Tongue.!
O D™I0K 0737 — AND OF UNIFIED WORDS. Ny nyya k3 — They came with one plan of action,
11ny) — and they said, w1 b3 85 — “[God] does not have the right 15 212 — to select for
oy Ny — the higher realms.  yp4Y nhyy — We will go up to the firmament
mpnYn iy nipyy) — and wage war with Him,”?

s ey~ Alternatively, 01 D37y means  *a%y bW y1m by — words against the Unique One

of the world.?

. 90K 137 — Alternatively, o my M7, — means 1y — they said, nixy W) nhxY nox
oY W) ownam — “Once in 1,656 years,t  vpinnn y'p77 — the firmament collapses, niyyw nws
byan mma — as it did in the days of the Flood. nismp 1% niyyy) 13 — Come and let us make
supports for it.” 51371 nnwixq3 — This is found in Bereishis Rabbah.5

u(o\ 5. Bereishis Rabbah 38:6. According to this explana-
’ tion, n™nx b7 is interpreted as g w3y, “cutting
words” — words attributing the Flood to nature rather

than to God (Yerios Shlomok ; Sifsei Chachamim). The

S Rarnban - (Arks call)

[Ramban now discusses the motives of the “generation of the Dispersion™]
BETI3 DY Aenian MR Sy my%oT wix) — The men of the Dispersion, according to the
tradition of the Sages (Sankedrin 109a), were rebels against their Creator. B™nix LwoY WM
BM3NR MM MMy X9 ooyl iy s - However, those commentators who pursue the plain

unity resulted in the breakup of mankind into clans and

factions and the onset of close to four thousand years of
misunderstanding, xenophobia and bloodletting across the

divisions of race, lariétiggé and culture. Where did they go

wrong?
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Their “achdus,” which was so desired by Hashem, was
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nevertheless disrupted by Him. The primary reason for this
was to facilitate Avraham Avinu’s mission on earth. Avraham

mankind. He would have found a unified front of contrary

§presented_hf>rqsh,‘ innovative ideas about the Creator of

Qpinion to_‘h‘a}yg“l?_een insurmountable. As great as Avraham
was, he could not battle a brick wall. The fragmentation of
mankind into smaller diverse groups made it easier for

1

meaning of the Scriptures? say that their intention was only to be unified, mpy1 NI IR
tjr,m nw ur,p‘_zgj;p X1 ,7y183 15" - for Scripture informs us that thig was their in}éﬁtion’:‘ 'Lest.wé
be dispersed (v. 4), and does not relate anything else about them.* mway wm BT oN J
However, if it were really as these commentators say, [those people] buildi;xé the Tower of Babel
were fools, oW1y 3 Y2% pUwon s Y3 N vy R e 3 — for how could one city and one
tower suffice for all the people of the world? 127y X\ 1 x5 DN My Xw Ix — Did they
perhaps think that they would not be fruitful and multiply, g D" I ~ and that “the

5o

3. Ibn Ezra and/or Radak.
4. According to these commentators, the people of that
,generation, in fact, committed no sin; they merely
intended unification. However, it was God’s will that
they be dispersed.

6 b-

" Ayraham'’s ideas to be accepted. Avraham was thus able to
plant the seed of his ideas into more _pliant, less resistant
rinds. In Bereishis, the Torah narrates the creation of the
heaven and earth, the celestial bodies, the firmament, the
waters, vegetation and the creatures. But once the narration




reaches Adam, the focus remains on Adam, man, and the
Torah no longer returns to the other topics. The reason for
this is to underscore the fact that everything created was only
a prelude to the creation of man. Once the Torah introduces
man, there is no need to discuss the other subjects, because
man is the purpose of Creation.

Similarly, once the Torah introduces Avraham, the focus
remains on Avraham and his progeny. There is no further
menﬁqn of other topics or other nations unless they relate to
Avraham and his progeny, the purpose of Creation.
~yp The “Yad Hashem” guaranteed that the circumstances
sugrounding Avraham would encourage him to flourish. The '
epvironment had to be manipulated so that his ideas could

" take root, and the unified society had to be broken down into
more manageable, more amenabl.ejg_ouémgs. For Avraham
would never have §1_15<_:eeded against an intransigent, united
mankind.

Canaan was large enough to accommodate many inhabitants;
there was certainly room enough for Eisav to live an
independent life. But, the “Yad Hashem” put the idea into
Eigov’s head that he could not live in the same land as his
hrother. Hence, }’aakov was divgsted of close fa;_nily which
ight have presented an obstacle in his path to achieving

excellence.
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n Emunah-illed outlook on life is not only essential for -

&
' understand;

ing history; it also enables us to understand

events that occur in our own lives. Once you realize that the

purpose of the world — and your purpose as a player in it —is
to attain perfection, you begin to notice Hashem’s Hand in your
life. You begin to view troublesome events as challenges that will
help you grow. Youno longer take the good for granted; you realize
that Hashem is giving you tools with which to advance. You cease
to view events in your life as random occurrences. Every event:
"— major or minor — begins to fit into the general purpose of the
world. Emunah becomes part of your life, filling every second of the
day, and then begins to be reflected in your actions.
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offspring of the wicked would perish”?!5

[Ramban now presents his own approach as to what was the sin of the Generation of the

~ Dispersion, based on Kabbalistic ideas and beyond the scope of this elucidation. In the Hebrew
~ Ramban’s words appear in the paragraph beginning 11 %25 and ending 122 atrnm.]
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that héppy futuve&‘le visualises the last assault of the nations against the
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/Truth proclaimed on Zion under a leader who is called “Gog”. It does
not seem far-fetched to recognise in this name MY — writes SR.H. in the
Qcommentary on Numb. XXIX,13, p. 495, (to which refer for the Full expo-
sition L.L.)—the idea of building a roof, from 33 and thereby at once see the
contrast to W, the uns.able weak covering of foliage. And actually the
whole history of mankind can be taken to consist of thi§ contrast. One
erroneous conception leads to another. Just as they are given the power
to use their own strength to fix the boundaries of their own sphere and
make it safe and secure against their earthly contemporaries by nus%, by

strongly built artificial walls, so do they imagine they have to use their

power to make themselves safe and sure against that which comes from
above, against God and the influence of His Power of directing matters.
They think they can betake themselves under the protection of thelr_ own
>Fmight, can take their fate in their own hands, and can crown the building
up of human greatness by gabled roofs, rendering them mde'pcm.lc:EI.t; of
God. It is the battle of 3 against W the fight of the “roof-illusiod” of
‘human greatness which never allows Man to come to repose, against the

“Succah-truth” of cheerful confidence and quietness which putting_ot}e's
trust in God's protection grants. World-history started with the building
cJof a tower towering up to heaven by the self-worship of human power —
and will end with the happy harmonious human life on earth building
booths acknowledging God”. — — 36
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THE CALL OF THE TORAH

o , -

Hence it seems that the initial intention of Nimrod and his
generation was to group the people in one area in order
to concentrate more effectively on discovering the hidden
forces of nature.'Harnessing them would afford protection
against all natural disasters and evil forces. This collectivi-
ty would also serve as a shield against war and social
hardship. Accordingly, they assembled in the valley of
Shin‘ar, which subsequently become Babylonian territory,
and built the “holy city” of Bavel. There, as a rallying
point, as a sign of their might, and as a mark of defiance
to God above, they built a gigantic three-storied tower
which rose up more than 200 meters (650 feet) into the
sky.

: There was nothing wrong with this in itself, although
the exploitation of newly-discovered forces in nature coul
lead to the result that “nothing they are planning to do
will be withheld from them.” What was heretical, though,

as the afterthought they had of turning against God.

These men thought that by knowing the secrets of naturg
they would no longer have to depend on divine Provi-
i‘,;/dence The union of all races and all classes of society
would free them from God’s ommpotence That was their
ultimate goal, their ulterior motive.
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Lt/‘ < CHAPTER 3 — SHAAR HABITACHON (WOJD

Having established that it is Hashem Who runs all of man's affairs, Chovos

.

LH At a time like this, it is extremely important that we not

repeat the error of the builders of Babel. Rebuild we must,

hut the objective must be more than a more enduring

name, a greater city, a taller tower. If we are to survive, we -

HaLevavos criticizes those who anxiously try to make things happen in the

way they want them to happen, even if Hashem does not want it to be:

nYYNY K7ia0 MNNY "1 DpaY Was n1w) — And therefore, any preoccu-
/Pation with trying to hasten what the Creator, exalted be He, has set for a

\ later time,  D1pY 1 89 — or to delay what He has set for an earlier
\time, vy M LYY LYRIY MY NP — or to increase what He

; decreased, or to decrease what He has made plentiful o1y Wnpn —
matters of the world® —  in7in S1p) inTiay Myn Dwp Sy 230 YHan
except where it is something that leads to fulfilling the obligation to serve
n and to abide by the commandments of His Torah®® —  i1™a13 muh'm
7 nnnxa — reflects a weakness in recognizing the truth of [Hashem’s]
J eknowledge of all events  inyman niziv i b3V — and a foolish-
% ss in failing to understand the benefits of His management of the world.*!
hovos Halevavos cites several verses that allude to the fact that every
enomenon in this world is preordained by Hashem:
aNn2 ny v Ox noni mY 1251 — The wise one, Shlomo HaMelech, has
eady alluded to this matter (that everything is preplanned by Hashem) in
 statement (Koheles 3:1):  »nmwiax nin yon 52% nyy yor Yab~ — There
a time for everything, and a season for every matter under the heavens,
:aning that every occurrence has a preordained time and season. 71X
ny f3ingy oMy oo 131 92 — [Shlomo] then mentions twenty-eight of

Translation follows Kafich ed. [Perhaps  (Ne’edar BaKodesh, Tov Hal.evanon, Marpei
- text should read n%ivi 1ayn.] LaNefesh, Pas Lechem). See Insight for an-

That is, unless one’s. preoccupation is other approach.®
wred toward performing mitzvos, in<which A _person may claim to believe that
ie he should exert himself to the greatest ashem knows in advance everything that
ent possible, as Chovos HaLevavos will  will occur, but if he expends too much effort
Jain in the next chapter (beginning at i trying to change matters, it demonstrates
‘e 143). As the well-known saying of the  that his conviction in this area s weak; or
Jes goes (Berachos 33b): Everythingisin  that he does not really believe m@ |
» hands of Heaven except fear of Heaven knows what is best for him.

==

nproving One’s Lot by Turning to Hashem Our explanation of the words o»p b 229231
1in 91ap) inTiay myn follows the majority of commentators. Matnas Chelko, hovyever,
slains this clause to mean: other than through tuming to fulfillment of the obligation to
ve Him and abide by His Torah. That is, although any human effort to change something
it Hashem has decreed is an exercise in futility, it is possible to prevail upon Hashem
nself to change matters, through putting extra effort into Torah and mitzvos, so as to
d favor in His eyes (see Chovos Halevavos below, at note 43). -

4 -hovos Halevavos thus teaches that if one is dealing with a personal crisis and he wishes
effecta change for the better, the way he can help himself is by praying and strengthen-
1his observance of the Torah, so that Hashem will perhaps change things. In this vein,
\azon Ish writes in a letter (Igros, Vol. 3 §6wg_gqm'hst_r§memberwt_bat we are powerless
accomplish anything. Itis only that with our [good] deeds we arouse the Gates of Mercy,

i The heide sy .
But precisely that was their error: they saw Survivql as an
end in itself. “Let us make a name for ourselves,” they said;
let us ensure that there will be future generations who will
read of us in their history books. But why survive? For what
purpose should humanity inhabit the earth? What is the
content ‘of the name and legacy they are laboring to pre-
erve? Of this they said, thought, and did nothing. To them,
life itself was an ideal, survival itself a virtue. :

~ This was the beginning of the end. No physical system
Wi_lll_()p?g}O_Mﬂe: a vacuum, and this is true of spiritual re-

_alities as well: unless a soul or cause is filled with positive
content, corruption will ultimately seep in." A hollow name
and shrine soon becomes a tower of Babel.

" AFTER THE FLOOD
Never has the lesson of the Tower of Babel been more per-
tinent to our people than it is today. We, too, are a genera-
tion struggling to recoup after a holocaust of destruction
that threatened to erase us from the face of the earth. Re-
construction and survival are uppermost in our minds, and
Wgee r, with the Almighty’s help, we are succeeding.

must give import to our survival, reiterate the “why” of our j

existence. We must fill our name with value, our city with

significance, and crown the tower of our resurgence with

the higher purpose for whiqﬁ \yg were created.?

TOWARD ME N 3 F L LdERE 2
60 A A ) ANINGFUL LIFE f’\.TQCoélrﬁ\

hen you awake in the morning, while you are still lying in
bed, think for a moment: What does it mean to be awake
and alive? Begin each day with a prayer; thank G-d for the new day.
Acknowledge your soul and the vibrancy and fortitude it provides.
- Think about what you would like to accomplish that would make

i W =Y

today a meaningful day. Train yourself to do this every morning
and you will begin to see your life in a new, sharper focus.

~ But concentrating on your soul is a daylong activity, not to be
confined to those first waking moments. Create spaces during the

o« day when you can be alone with your soul and with G-d. Study
something meaningful, using your intellect to think about G-d, and
contemplate the purpose of your existence. As your day grows in--
creasingly hectic, look back to that calm moment when you awoke,
when your thoughts and desires were crystallized. Try to recapture
that focus, and apply it to the moment at hand, creating an island
of purpose in a sea of randomness. -
~ You should end your day just as you began it. As you prepare
for sleep, review the day and how you used its opportunities. Rec-
ognize that G-d has put you here for a purpose, and that all your
activities should express that purpose. Go to sleep with the resolve
that no matter how good—or not so good—today was, tomorrow
will be better. If you do so, your sleep will be more peaceful and
your waking more meaningful. )

X By connecting with your soul first thing in the morning and last
thing at night, you instill new meaning into every activity that falls
in between. Instead of being pushed around by the myriad trivial
events in any one day, you begin to control them. Instead of secing
hundreds of isolated fragments, you see one big picture and the
many pieces of which it is composed. )

5‘ You discover sanctity and holiness in everything you do. When

you eat, you are not just satisfying your hunger or fulfilling your
édesires, but giving your body and soul the nourishment to help you

become a better person. When you conduct business, you are not
just working to survive, but using your skills to help refine the world
by teaching others and setting a virtuous example. When you visit
with family and friends, you are not just passing the time, but trying
to inspire one another to take full advantage of their various abilities,
Even sleep takes on a new dimension; instead of seeing it as one
more fragment of your life, a regrettably large portion of the day
that you must surrender, sleep becomes an opportunity to rejuvenate
your soul by sending it back to a place that is detached from your
material worries, returning refreshed for a new meaningful day.
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