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and she gave als
opened and they realized that they were naked; and they sewed togl

themselves aprons. -

8 They heard the sound of HAsHEM God manifesting ltself in _
and his wife hid from HASHEM God among the trees of the garden, ® HASHEM God called

the man

out to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” .

10 He said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and

[ hid.”

11 And He said, “Who told you that you are naked? Have you eaten of the tree from which |

commanded you not to eat?”

o to her husband with her and he ate. ” Then the eyes of both of them were
ether a fig leaf and made

the garden toward evening; and

| was afraid because | am naked, so

of course. The question was merely a means of initiating a
calm dialogue with him so he would not be too terrified to
{ repent [or: to reply], as he would be if God were to punish

_him suddenly. But Adam did not confess. Instead, as verse \
12 shows, he hurled against God the very kindness of the gift
of Eve, by implying that God was at fault for giving him his
wife (Midrash Aggadah).

VA further meaning of. God's question is not that He in-
quired after Adam’s physical whereabouts; rather, the signif-
icance of the question was, “Consider well how you have
fallen from the heights; where is your exalted status?”
(Aderes Eliyahut).

12 The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me — she gave me of the tree, and
1 ate. O ‘N""!{}_‘\\;,:{g— R {z_‘l‘/ :3
} This question. which Hashgm asks fhan is an T = R 5
expression of the distance which has come between: man . i %
and his Creator as a result of man’s sin. When Adam sins, he ’ Galy 7
hides in the Garden. Hashem appears and asks: “Where are " RN
you?”; and then: “Did you eat...?” What is the meaning of
these questions? Surely the Creator knows where Adam is TR TTORTY DN
and whether he has eaten without having 1o ask him? The _
answer is that He certainly knows, but man is behaving as if e XYW 0373 my 0I9R% WIDY “APR 12 RN (@ %)
- Hashem does not see him, and Hashem relates to man only TRR YA R ‘7 PWRIA PRI 191 ,0IRND MW bR 2whb Ynm
as man relates to Him. WDW DY) 01373 Dnmy_bidn? [N DUWIRG n Qyvan o)
¥ Adam has become so blind to reality, so confused, that DK1Y DR 7wy 73N T DR (2wnY Yhan ki x0w A nna

he tells himself that he can hide from the One Who sees all.
Only moments before he was in direct and open

communication with his Creator; has he forgotten with
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Whom he is dealing? No, he knows Hashem, and that is 4 Wb THY piveb XY Runw 09onY X325 BRY BRYT PIuIRY

precisely why he is hiding! But he has «*nl(‘rggi:g_;_gf'_wb}lrd‘ of
illusion, and in his guilt and shame before_the Master of the
World, he somehow thinks he can hide from Him.

SA Adam has lost his clarity; in moving away from the
Creator he has lost his vision and he has lost contact with the
Source_of reality. But the consequence is much more bitter:
Hashem conducts Himself in the same way! Now that Adam
is hiding, pathetic and ridiculous as that may be, Hashem
plays by those rules that Adam has set up — “Where are
you?” As if to say that the Master of the Universe cannot see
him. “Did you eat...?” as if the Master of the Universe does
not know.

Doubt has entered the world. Perhaps it is possible to
hide. Perhaps He does not see, perhaps He does not know
thgg man has sinned. A gap has opened between Hashem
and His Creation; the gap, the chasm, of doubt. And the

name of that gap, the name of that doubt, is Amalek. In fact, —
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In order to understand what was going on at Mount Smax, vp
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we-have to go back to the beginning, to Maaseh Bereishis,
the creation of the world. When the Almighty created Adam
Harishon, there was a certain Divine intent, there was a plan.
What were the dimensions of this human being intended to be?
What sort of person was he supposed to be?

The Chachamim tell us all kinds of strange things about
the first human being at the point of his creation. They tell
us (Kobeles Zuta 6:7) that when the malachei hashareis first saw
Adam, they made a mistake and wanted to say Shirah. A mal-
ach doesn’t have echirah, free will. You know why? Because a

(" malach sees everything with perfect clarity. He sees the Divine )
clearly and therefore cannot choose to do something that goes

N
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‘against the Divine will; it is impossible.

And yet ...

fantastic creature called a human being for the first time, they

made a major error. They thought they were in the presence of

the Divine, and they wanted to say Shirah. What does this tell

~J us about the stature and aura of Adam Harishon® What does
this tell us of his sublime nature that bordered on the Divine?

In another place, the Midrash tells us that part of Adam’s

¢ _body shone like the sun. I don’t know what this means or what

message it intends to convey, but it tells you something about
Adosee Lo uniolonen Ta cnriat hava haan an inaeadikla hoinae A

and yet, when these same malachim saw this
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%’ Rl Egypt to the Giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. It was a pro-
cess of reconstruction and rebirth that came to its culmination
at Mount Sinai and will reach its full realization in the times
of Mashiach.

‘This is how it has to be. It was the Almighty’s will to create
a being that had zzuras ha'adam in its ideal form, a being created
in the image of the Lord, a being with a commanding stature
and dazzling appearance to whom the entire world would be
subordinated, a being who would be the keeper of the created
world. If it were not possible to recapture this level of zzuras
~Jhaadam, if it was definitely irretrievable, then there would be

" no point to the continued existence of the world.

Of course, everything changed later when Adam ate from
the forbidden fruit of the eitz hada'as. The condition in which
Adam was created, the sublime condition that dazzled the mal-
achei hashareis, was a fragile thing, and it could not survive the

fall from favor. After Adam sinned, he became diminished and ~
S’ distorted. His form lost its high stature. It became something
*_ closer to what we know today as the human form.

But that was not the original intent. The ¢zuras haadam,
te human form that the Almighty intended when He created
the world, was not the present human form. It was something
much higher and more exalted. It was the human being in its
_ideal and perfected form.

After the cheit, after Adam sinned, he lost his pristine 7zuras
ba'adam, but the intent of the Almighty did not cease to exist
nor did it change. The Almighty still wanted and intended for

he human beings that inhabited the world to recapture that
original #zuras ha'adam, but this was no longer a simple mat-
ter. The people that the Almighty had created with a sublime
tzuras ha'adam had ruined it, and it was now their responsibility
to recapture and reconstruct that which they had squandered
away. It was now time for a different approach, a subterranean
process of reconstruction effected by people under the guidance
of the Almighty.

And if you look carefully in the Torah, you see this process

1Q
O

The commentators say that the Zaryag Mizzvos, the six hun- |
dred and thirteen cardinal mizzvos of the Torah, are dividéd
into two groups, the two hundred and forty-eight positive
commandments and the three hundred and sixty-five prohibi-
tions, corresponding to the two hundred and forty-eight limbs
and organs and the three hundred and sixty-five blood vessels.

/What does this teach us? That the whole point of Matan Torah
( was to bring us back and elevate us to the point of pristine per-
) fection of the human being, the pure”zzuras ha'adam without \

.any distortions. 4
What fools these mortal be, a poet once said. We thmk

N

begin to develop right after Adam’s fall. It goes forward in fits

®and spurts, sometimes falling two steps back for every step for-
ward, but always, always, in the direction of forward toward
the reconstruction of the zzuras ha'adam that the Almighty had
intended for humankind from the beginning.

that what we see ... that this is it. The human being as we
know him is the fzuras ha'adam. A little more fzaddik, a little

L
less fzaddik, a little more ideal, a little less ideal, but it’s all -

basically the same thing, the same product. This is the world
and this is the human race.
>0 That’s a major error. This is not man. This is not what
_man was meant to be. These are ants. We live in a society

of ants. Not even ants. Ants, at least, can live in peace with
each other.




I . :
The Midrash tells us (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer), “Rabbi
Elazar ben Arach said: When the Holy Blessed One
descended onto Mount Sinai to give the Torah to the Jewish
people, six-hundred thousand angels came down with Him,
corresponding to the six-hundred thousand heroic Jewish
people ... and they crowned all the Jewish people with the
crown of the ineffable Name. During all those days before

/ they committed that [sinful] act, they were as pleasing to)
the Holy Blessed One as were the ministering angels; the\
\ Angel of Death had no power over them, and they did not/

defecate as human beings do. But once they committed the
(act of the calf, the Holy Blessed One was angry with them,
and He said, ‘T had thought you would be like the minister-
ing angels, as it is written (Zehillim 82:6-7), I saz'd tbat you are
lords ... [now,] however, you will die like people ...

A-b Listen to the words of the Midrash. There it is, black on
white. The Torah in its totality elevated us to the level of mal-

_ achei hashareis. Before-we get into the differentiation of the

Torah into its elements — matzah, sukkah, tefillin, mezuzah,
kashrus — and their individual meaning and purpose, the Torah
in its totality was the groundwork for the reconstruction of the
tzuras ha'adam that was lost at the time of creation.

aThe Aln?gﬁy Descended

So now we get back to the original question of the Almighty
going down and Moshe going up. What does this mean? You
can’t learn Chumash like a little child. The Almighty has no
corporeal body, nor does He have any kind of finite, circum-

scribed presence that can be said to descend and ascend. So

what does the Torah mean when it speaks of His descent?

~J I believe it means that He sent a shaft of Divine light down

into the material world, a revelation of light that illuminated
 the dark material world before the stunned eyes of the Jewish

people who stood at the foot of the mountain. And then Moshe
pwent up, he ascended, he rose up toward that suddenly revealed

shaft of Divine light. This tells us that a person who lives inside

a material body, who is restricted and earthbound, whose nesh-

amah is trapped and imprisoned within the boundaries of the

Aive senses, can still bring himself upward and correlate himself -

{@h the shaft of Divine light. And when he does it, he achieves
tzuras haadam. '
Later, when Moshe came down from the mountain, the
Torah tells us (Shemos 34:29) that his face was shining. That
ine was the same as the shine that emanated from Adam
Harishon, because at that point Moshe had achieved the fzuras
haadam of Adam Harishon before the fall.

\3

Before we can delve into the depths of the Torah and all its
infinite and fascinating details, we have to gain an inkling of
what the totality of the Torah is all about. We have to have at

least a glimpse of the apex, the high point of what the Torah is

_ all about. The whole point is to recover zzuras ha'ndam. Every
K mitzvah brings us closer to it, and every aveirah distances us

from it.
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And that also explains the incessant repetition of Yerzias
Mitzrayim, the exodus from Egypt; that’s the essence of
Pesach and is recalled all through the year. All right, there
was a liberation. We got our freedom. But lots of people have
been liberated. The freedom we celebrate on Pesach is the lib-

eration of the inner person. A person who is chained to his

.instincts and desires is not a liberated person. The freedonm

s and liberation we're talking about here, it’s all about the tzuras)

\ ha'adam, the removal of the obstacles to the process of recon=

struction and rebirth.

'3

‘There’s an amazing thing that I think everyone knows, but few
people stop to consider. The Torah tells us (Shermos 19:2) that
the Jewish people encamped at Mount Sinai. The word used for .
encamped is vayichan, which is the singular form of the verb.
Rashi immediately points this out and concludes that it means

ke'ish echad b’lev echad, as one man with one heart.

Why was this necessary? Why was this.a prerequlsue
for the Giving of the Torah? And which “one man” are we
talking about here? It means that the entire nation was like

\tixone man, like man in his ideal state, the way the Almighty

intended him to be, like Adam Harishon when he was first
created.
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There is an old dedlsh saying which declares that a
abv comes _into this world with its hands clenched into
»ttle fists. Every. baby comes into this world wanting it all.
Sfe is interested only in himself. He wakes up at night and
(' ries out to be fed, with no regard for the comfort of his par-
“nts. That's a baby: self-consumed; wanting to grab it all in
is little fists.

So what berachah do we give this little baby at the bris?
\kleh hakatan gadol yihyeh. Let this little one become big.”
et this baby, whose smallness is expressed in his selfish-

ass, become a gadol. Let him become great, not only in

orah, not only in yiras Shamayim. That may not always be

tasible for some of us. But everyone can aspire to becom-

g a gadol in the sense that he cares “about others, that he
*+ an get beyond his own selfish narrow world.

N

So how do we become like that? So many of us are mar-
ried and have children and are still selfish. We still care about
and worry about ourselves and not about other people. The
answer, as always, is to begin with the small things, to make
small changes and take small steps until we effect a major

/ turnaround. What we do influences what we are, so that if we b,

/ consciously choose to act a certain way it will eventually)
-become our nature. We form a new mindset.

“In fact, it is ir Wlmportant that we start only with small things.

'If we suddenly decide to become instantly selfless by having
25 people for Shabbos and staying up until 3 o’clock in the
morning to wash the dishes, it might last for one week —
certainly not longer. And then everything goes back to the
way it was, and selflessness is forgotten. It has to happen in

¢ small steps so that it becomes natural and comfortable, so
that it becomes what you are rather than what you do.

;3 Try complimenting people. That’s not such a difficult
thing to do. It’s a doable small step. How much does it cost
to compliment somebody? Someone davens nicely for the

amud, tell him you enjoyed it. A woman who meets some-

one she knows can tell her she looks beautlful She can com-

, Pliment her sheitel. What does it cost you? What does it cost
you to say a nice word? -
/~J What does it cost every once in a while to call up your
child’s teacher or rebbi and tell him how happy your child is?
What does it cost to call up the principal and comphment
him on his work? We'’re always there to complain when
things go wrong. Why can’t we be there to give compliments
when they go well?

¥ Start giving compliments. If you can’t be generous with
your money or your time or your energies, at least be gener-
ous with your words. We all know how to do that.

Sometimes when I come to my shiur room, there are not
enough chairs for all the bachurim, and they have to go to
other classrooms to bring more chairs. 1 always tell them
what Rav_Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz would say in a similar
- situation if a bachur came back.with a single chair, “You~
bring one chair, you’re a shlepper. You bring two chalrs
you're a baal chessed.”

2¢
“selfless? It is because they’re afraid. They're afraid that if
iy ‘they become selfless and giving, the worst thing will happen.
i They won’t be happy. They’ll be so busy giving to others and
worrying about them that they won't be able to enjoy.
Ironically, however, the exact opposite is true. The more
-‘V you' give, the less self-absorbed you are, the less things
' bother you, and the happier you become. The self-centered

Tso-why don’t people make the effort to become more
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‘person beheves that the world owes him, that everything has

#2'to go his way, and therefore, he is constantly unhappy, con-

stantly upset that things aren’t going his way. But the selfless
person is not concerned about himself, and he is at peace
with the world. Nothing bothers him, and he is supremely
happy v. That's the irony.

The Mishnah says in Avos, “Omdin tzefufin umish-
tachavim lirevachah. [In the Beis Hamikdash,] people stood
crowded together, but when they bowed down there was

ample space for all.” | once heard an interpretation of these
words When you stand up for your rights, you always feel )
crowded but when you bow down, when you're willing tog
bend and to qlve, you fmd you have ample space.
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