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(2) Collected Writings of Rav S.R. Hirsch (vol. 1, p. 390-391)
Perhaps the most radical cure in a time of confusion and the loss of all values would be the — provisional — closing of all

Synagogues! Let such an idea not frighten the reader. The closing of all Synagogues would not affect or alter the precepts
of the Divine Law one iota. But even a hypothetical announcement of the removal of the prohibition against eating the gid
ha-nasheh, the sinew of weakness, for example, would shatter the very foundation of God’s Law! The closing of all
Synagogues through Jewish hands would constitute the loudest protest against the denial of the Divine Law in life and

home; it would give the most drastic emphasis to the truth that Divine Judaism embraces and dominates the totality of

Jewish life and does not find its fulfilment in the halls of prayer and worship. God’s Temple and His Law must rule and

shape our daily lives — this would effect the lasting cure for all our ailments. Then perhaps, we would again be worthy to

regain our Synagogues and ultimately even the ‘bloody’ rite of sacrifices at Zion.
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(11) R. Yehuda Amital, A World Built, Destroyed and Rebuilt (p139)

There is one thing that | must emphasize. | never said the blessing, “Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of the Universe,
who did not make me a gentile,” with such fervor, as a | used to say it during those dark days — despite everything, | was
proud to be counted among the murdered and not the murderers.

(12) R. Amital (pp. 141-142)

Indeed, our mourning for the destruction of God’s House stands at the center of the fast day of Tishah be-Av. Yet there is
a tragedy worse than the destruction of the Temple ... A short time ago, someone said to me “l have gone through a great
deal of Holocaust literature, and | now find it difficult to recite the Kinot of Tishah be-Av or to read Lamentations.
Everything described there pales in comparison to the Shoah!” | replied to him: “Is this a problem? On the contrary, this is
exactly how Tishah be’Av should be. If one does not feel that Lamentations and the Kinot pale in comparison to the
Shoah, the only explanation is that he is suppressing the memory of the Shoah.




