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18) Living Nach, Introduction to Hosea, p. 491-2

In later chapters Hosea rebukes the Israelites because there is neither truth, nor kindness, nor knowledge of
God in the land. Falsehood, dishonesty, murder, everywhere" (4:1-2). He accuses the Israelites of placing
their trust in allies instead of in God; he places the responsibility for the Israelites transgressions squarely on
the shoulders of the spiritual leaders, who failed to set a personal example: and he describes the punishment
decreed against the ten tribes. Parenthetically, he also warns the Judeans that a similar fate will befall them
if they continue to adopt the practices of the kingdom of Israel.

Nonetheless, Hosea also consoles the Israelites. He assures them that if they would only repent for their sins,
God would forgive them and love them as in the past. He also foresees that, in the End of Days, the Israelites
will turn once again to God and that they and their land will be blessed.
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