
Attending Minyan at the Risk of Death
1) Hidden in Thunder, Esther Farbstein pp. 409 - 16

Several archival documents reflect the insistence of many people on communal prayer, even at the risk of their lives.

Yerachmiel Bierman of the Lódz ghetto preserved a few of them. In a secret account entitled "Where and How People

Pray in the Ghetto” and "On Prayer in the Ghetto," Bierman documented a vibrant world of underground prayer.

Among other things, he copied small posters that had been put up in the rooms in which they gathered for services.

One of them, about “the preservation of health," asks sick people to stay away from communal prayer services so as

to prevent the spread of disease. Between the lines we can see how adamant Jews were about praying with the

community even when they were imprisoned and sick. . .

In Warsaw, the heart of Polish synagogue life, despite the draconian regulations there were more than 600 secret

minyanim in courtyards and some 1500 minyanim altogether, according to Ringelblum's estimate.  They met in

private homes, factories, or rabbis’ homes, with sentries posted constantly to watch for Germans. Minyanim met

regularly in the homes of the Piaseczno Rebbe, the Sochaczew Rebbe (Rabbi David Bornstein), and Rabbi Menachem

Ziemba, as well as in many other places that were kept secret from all but the worshippers.  Services were even held

during forced labor, as Ringelblum wrote:

Scenes from the lives of the Jews of Poland. Especially interesting: a minyan in the field. Jews from a shtetl are

working outside, clearing away snow. An elderly Jew has to say Kaddish. Seeing that the soldier has turned aside,

he turns around, and a minyan of Jews responds Amen' at the end of his Kaddish.

On Pesach 1940, Kaplan wrote: The synagogues are closed, but in every courtyard there is a holiday service, and

cantors sing the prayers and hymns in their sweet voices." . .

Nevertheless, due to the danger of participating in clandestine minyanim, people tended to prefer small ones. Some

tried not to have more than ten men in a minyan, so as to avoid life-endangering traffic of worshippers. Most people

preferred to pray privately, alone in their prayers.

2) GUIDANCE to Shuls and Communities ON REOPENING Presented by the Orthodox Union and the

Rabbinical Council of America May 8, 2020 – 14 Iyar, 5780

9. OUTDOOR MINYANIM

Outdoor Minyanim should also not be allowed until – at the very least – the successful and verified safe completion

of the local government’s first stages of communal reopening.

 (3t"h - wc ohengnn ,"ua

h,cc .nt,vku ,ukvenc wv ,t lrck uyhdv htukf ohsuvhk ruxta umv ,t a"nh hmtbv rrumv rmv thmuv c"a, kukt d"h ouhc vkta
,srn o,uspku rmhnv in oapb .kjk ghauhu ovk ruzgha vbhj, uhbpk khpvku ovk rmc wvk eugzku vkp,ku vru,k ,uarsn h,cu ,uhxbf

,ja

opxt,vc okng ,t ,uabk uhv ohdvub ,frpn vhpf ,sucg ka ouh hrjt apbv hrnu ;udv hmumr jurv htfsbu ckv hruca uyhdv htukf
sushg rxunu vjfu, rcs gunaku ,uhbanu x"a ,urcjc khguvk ohsnkn hpn vru,k oh,g guceku arsnv ,hcu ,xbfv ,hc ygn asenc
vbunt iujycu vue, jur ofu,k ufxbu k"zj hrcs ka ogub hrnt ;umn ohgnuak uehbgvu ovh,urcsn unhgbva ohbarsu ohbcr hpn ojubu

,utrk ufzh ktrah hpkt ,uccru vcr .rt kg hmtbv i,pv atr .ujnku uhrmk oeb chavk oueha uktudu urum ktrah ausec vtrhu
/ / / lupav uhscg os ,neb ovhbhgc

vru,v ,unuenn gcubv sushgvu jufv ruen okgb tk obhgn ause og grz kg ouhv kf gr lt arj rzftv ocka ohrurtv ohgarv vbv
ruxta o,rzd ,t runtf urzd ov ifk vmg isctu auth ka jur ohtukfv ,uckc xhbfvk v,hv o,phtau o,ndn kf rjtnu vkp,vu

u,s ,jt vsuepv kg rcugv kfu sunhku vkp, oak oa ;xt,vku arsnv h,cu ,xbfv h,cc ,ukvenc wv ,t lrck uyhdv htukf ohsuvhk
tuv chujn ot vru, ka vbhsf h,ut ktau s"hv .hcubhpd ka ,xbfv ,hc htcd s"hv churybhhuu hk,pb wr hkt tc tuvv inzc zts ,hnvk

/ / /ruchmc kkp,vk lkhk apbu ;ud ,bfnc if,xvk



 (4t sung sg ;s ihrsvbx ,fxn hkcc sunk,

- drv, ktu rucg ostk ihrnut ot vru,ca ,urhcg kf :sukc vz,b ,hc ,hkgc urndu ubnhb :esmuvh ic iugna hcr ouan ibjuh hcr rnt
/ohns ,ufhpau ,uhrg hukhdu vrz vsucgn .uj 'drvh ktu rucgh

 (5t vfkv v erp vru,v hsuxh ,ufkv o"cnr

'hase oa ,t ukkj, tku rntba ukkjk tka ihrvzunu 'ktrah hbc lu,c h,asebu rntba vzv kusdv oav ause kg ihuumn ktrah ,hc kf
rat ,umnc rntba drvh ktu rucgh ubdrvh ut vru,c ,uruntv ,umn kfn ,jt kg rucgk ktrah ,t xubthu ohcfuf scug sunghaf smhf

/uapbc chhj,n vz hrv rcg tku ,n otu 'ovc ,unha tku ovc hju 'ovc hju ostv o,ut vagh

 (6t sung d ;s vrz vsucg ,fxn ,upxu,

okmk uuj,av tkahcd yebs tjhb hfvcu lknv sucfk huag hyrsbt tkt tuv ohcfuf ,sucg utk rmbsfucbs okms ,"r rnut - 
(:dk ;s ,ucu,f) ,urgb ukt erpc ibhrnts tv hnb tjhbu okmk uuj,av tka vhrzgu ktahn vhbbjcu ohcfuf ,sucg scg tka ovrct

ohuj,an uhv tk okugca ihruxh oua ,dtsn hf oukau xj ann ohcfuf ,sucg vhv ukhtu tnkmk ujkp vhrzgu ktahn vhbbjk usdb hknkt
/ / / okmk

 (7tqjh ;s ihrsvbx ;"hrv kg ;xuh heunb

hkg h,hrc h,ruf hshxj hk upxt rnut cu,fv uhkg [c"g he ;s ihrsvbx] uh,umnu una ,ause kg v,hnk unmg rxunu oav ,t asenvu
kusd ost tuv ot kct uapbc chhj,n vz hrv rxn otu oav ,ause kg v,hnk unmg ruxnk uk iht drvh ktu rucgh whrnts tfhv kfu jcz

oav ,t vtrhk usnkhu ogv utrha hsf vke vumn kg ukhpt unmg ruxnku oav asek htar lfc .urp rusva vturu ohna trh shxju
okmk uuj,av tku aurhp atv iacfk inmg ,t ukhpva vhrzgu ktahn vhbbj utr vn [c"g db ;s ohjxp] ibhrnts ubhhvu ock kfc ucvtk
utaga vnc oav ause vhv z"g v,hva ohrucxu ihguy icur uhva lu,n tkt tnkgc sucfk ohfkn ka hyrsbt tkt v,hv z"g utk hrva
oav ,ause kg inmg ihrxun uhva gnans ckukv ,t h,kyba ckmhk tmuh lk vn hbc ,t h,kna kexhk tmuh lk vn arsnc hnb ibhrntu

v,hva hbpn ihdrvb uhv v"pts tkt okycku rhcgvk oshca iuhf vrhzdv ,gac ukhpt lfc ihchhujn uhv tk htsus ihsv ,ruan ohbpk
:lfk vfhrm vgav

 (8cu t sung sg ;s ihrsvbx ,fxn hkcc sunk,

rnt ihcr t,t hf /rucgh ktu drvh vke vumn ukhpt - snav ,gac kct 'snav ,gac tka tkt uba tk :ibjuh hcr rnt hnhs cr t,t hf
rnt - ?vke vumn htn - /rucgh ktu drvh vke vumn ukhpt - thxvrpc kct 'tgbhmc tkt urnt tk 'snav ,gac tka ukhpt :ibjuh hcr

/tbtxns t,erg hhubak ukhpt :cr rnt ejmh rc tcr

 (9d vfkv v erp vru,v hsuxh ,ufkv o"cnr

ut o,s kyck ktrah kg vrzd ruzdhu uhrhcju rmbsfucbf gar lkn sungha tuvu vrzdv ,gac kct vrzdv ,gac tka uktv ohrcsv kfu
ohcfuf hscug ihck ubhc xbtb ihc vrag lu,c xbtb ihc ,umn rtan ,jt kg ukhpt rucgh ktu drvh ',umnv in vumn

 (10t ;hgx zbe inhx ohcfuf ,sucg ,ufkv vgs vruh lurg ijkua

rucgh vgbmc tuv ot 'drvh ut ovhkg rucgha ostk uk ohrnut ot 'ohns ,ufhpau ,uhrg hukdu ohcfuf ,sucgn .uj 'vru,ca ,urhcgv kf
'uk rat kfc unmg khmvk kfuh otu :vdv /,s kg urhcgvk  ihufn ohcfuf scugv ot 'htar 'drvhku unmg kg rhnjvk vmrh otu /drvh ktu
vrag hbpc ubhhvs 'thxvrpc tuv otu / / /(z"pa inhx a"chru s"ctru t"caru kuzdv ckuk erp i"r) /vag, tk rucgh tku kfv i,hk lhrm

tkt ihufn ubht ot kct /(h"c) (tbtxns t,erg kg ukhpt ,s kg urhcgvk ihufn ohcfuf scugv ot rucgh tku drvhk chhj 'ktrahn
ktu drvh (kgbnv ,gumr aurhp) tbtxns t,ergt ukhpt '(h"b oac h"c) '(osck ktrah kg vrhzdv ,ga tuv otu /drvh tku rucgh 'u,tbvk

vnc erp i"r) drvhau unhhek lhrm iht 'vag ,umn ohhek tka vrzd urzd ot kct 'vag, tk ,umnc urhcgvk ohmur ot teusu :vdv /rucgh
/(i"rv oac qz"keq j"p arua e"hrvn) ushc ,uarv 'unhheku drvhk vmuru 'lfk vfhrm vgav ot uvhn /(vrunu rrux erp h"bu ihbnuy

 (11tne inhx crgnu jrzn hbutd - ohbutdv ,ucua,

t,kn kg vhapb kthbs rxn hfhv ,uar ,hcrg ,kp, rnts itn kg thaue htsuu tvu vumn htv ouan tkyek vhapb rhxn te kthbs
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,hkgc urndu ubnbs ,umn ,k, lbv kg vhapb rxnnk abht chhjn vcuj ,hcrg ,kp, rnts itnk thaue ihr,s teurhpu t,hk vcuj whpts

ktu drvh snav ,gac kct snav ,gac tka tkt a"k ibjuh r"t ihcr h,t hfs tsna ouan vhapb kthbs rxns tvu sukc vz,b ,hc
whpt t,khn tsvu henux tv acknk hj ocut acknk ktrah hkhdrs tbxns t,erg whpt cr rnt ejmh cr rc vcr rnt whrntu rucgh

vhapb kthbs rxn hfv oupks rnhnk ,hts iuhfu vhapb rxnhnk chhjhn tdvbn kg ;ts hubak

 (12(dxe ;kt) cm inhx s ekj z"csr ,"ua

ohbpku vkp,v ,kgn ksud ktrah kf ugsha hsf rsd rusdk vmru .urp rusv vtra hpk rnuk ahu vkp,v kg uapb rxn lht kthbs ,"tu
,sns hshn thae tk ihsv in ubhta h"pgt uapb ruxnk tuv ,ushxj ,sna vkgnk h,c,fa ohburjtv ,ya hpku /scg ihsv ,ruan

/vag ,ushxj

 (13(th) u erp kthbs o"hckn

hbpk vsuvu kkp,vu uhfrc kg grf ouhc ohngp akau 'okaurh sdb u,hhkgc uk ohju,p ,ubukju u,hck xbfb 'c,fv oarba gsha ;t kthbsu
,hcc kkp,vk tcj,v tku ouhc ohngp wd uh,ukp, kyc tk ',tz vrhzdn gsh kthbsa ;ta rtc ',tz hbpk vaug vhva ,nug kf uhekt

'ohkaurh smk tuva ours smk ohju,p vh,ubukj uhva vhkgv kt vkgu u,hck xbfb er 'gbmun ouenc u,hcc ut 'tuv ifhv ugsh tka rjt
vhv tk tkvu 'if vag vnk okut 'kkp,nu uhfrc kg gruf tuva ohju,pv ,ubukjv lrs ,utrk ukfh ohbfav kfa ihbgc 'vghrfc kkp,vu

'uz vbfxc unmg ,t xhbfv vnku ',s kg rhcgvk ihuf,b tk lknvu 'ibcrs vkp,a i"cnrv ,gsk yrpc 'g"n rucgc uapb ruxnk chhujn
'wv ,tn uhkg vuumnv u,cuj ,uagn ost oua gubnku ',s kg rhcgvk vhv tk lknv ,sa k"r 'vbs ,nse in shcg vuv hs kce kf arpn
kct 'ostu ohektn aeck m"tu 'u,aec vagh tuvu lknv in vbaech ,hyrp vasj vaec aeck vmrha hna er vhv tk vrzdv ogyu

'vnusfu iug ,jhkx kgu ohhjv kg unf 'kkfv hbhbg kkp,nu jcanu wvk vsun er vasj vaec aecn ubhta ,hshn,v vkp,v vz kkfc iht
'ktua kf ,aec ,utknk ifun lknva shdvk ubhbg vhva vzv ,sv i,hba ,hkf,v hpk ,sv kkfc vhv tk vz 'kkf lknv kt ihbg vz ihta
kkf vzk iuhf tka lknv in rvzun ubht vz kgu 'u,s smn shn, ohngp vaka ouh kfc ,tzf vkp, kkp,n kthbsa kfk gsuba rjt a"zu

kusd kscvu 'vsunu tkmn cu,f kthbscu 'vaec aeck tka ubhhvs 'ugc tgch tk hs cu,f vrzdvcu uhekt ,umnn aht rhcgvku vumn kyck
kkf ubht vzu 'sck oavk uapb lpuaa ouen ouac ostk ostn tmnb tku 'ohektk er vhv, tk vkp,va 'aecn ihcu kkp,n ihc ah

:trh,v tku kthbs jyc vz kgu 'vsuepv kkfc

 (14t"h - wc ohengnn ,"ua

rapt hta htsuc vkp,u vru, kg apbv ,t ruxnk ov ohchhja vagnk vfkv ohrjtk ,uruvk

 (15(f) sf inhx t rzgv ict ejmh kfhv ,"ua

'vtny ,htrp vtba lu,n 'vbdv hkuyb 'ubhct ovrct ka ugrzn shnavk vbuufc ohbhhuzn o"ufg ohjmur ka vrenca vhk tbchvh uvhnu
vnuhtv vtuav ka ,uchxnc uyhkjva vn uaga vezj 'o,ufkn um h"pgu tshrd vsnav oak tkt vsnj oak tku iunn oak tk

/a"nh ohmtbv ka auchfv ,umrtc s"hv ubhjt kg vrcga

The Echo of the Nazi Holocaust in Rabbinic Literature, Rabbi Dr H. J. Zimmels, p. 244

One of the differences between the Nazi persecution and all other persecutions is seen by some Rabbis in the lack of

any religious motive.  The Nazis did not want the Jews to give up their religion. Punishment was even meted out to

those newly converted to Christianity. Hence the Nazi laws against the Jews in Germany (and Austria) did not bear

any specific anti-religious character. Indeed when one studies the work of Blau on the Nazi legislation one cannot

find a single law which was directly anti-religious. It is worth repeating that the prohibition of shehitah without prior

stunning was not expressed to be part of a public anti-religious campaign but was issued, so they claimed, for

humanitarian reasons to avoid cruelty to animals.

The burning of synagogues in Germany and Austria on 10 November 1938 and later in Poland during the war never

bore a religious character.  The synagogues were not turned into churches, but were destroyed or left bare for the time

being. The burning of Hebrew books was by no means similar in nature to the burning of the Talmud in Paris in 1242

and in Rome in 1556. They were burned solely to offend the Jews. In fact the burning of Hebrew books was usually

the work of the mob or soldiery as in some places the high value of the books was appreciated and they were

confiscated and sent to Rosenberg's institute in Frankfurt am Main.

16)


