Attending Minyan at the Risk of Death

1) Hidden in Thunder, Esther Farbstein pp. 409 - 16

Several archival documents reflect the insistence of many people on communal prayer, even at the risk of their lives.
Yerachmiel Bierman of the Lodz ghetto preserved a few of them. In a secret account entitled "Where and How People
Pray in the Ghetto” and "On Prayer in the Ghetto," Bierman documented a vibrant world of underground prayer.
Among other things, he copied small posters that had been put up in the rooms in which they gathered for services.
One of them, about “the preservation of health," asks sick people to stay away from communal prayer services so as
to prevent the spread of disease. Between the lines we can see how adamant Jews were about praying with the
community even when they were imprisoned and sick. . .

In Warsaw, the heart of Polish synagogue life, despite the draconian regulations there were more than 600 secret
minyanim in courtyards and some 1500 minyanim altogether, according to Ringelblum's estimate. They met in
private homes, factories, or rabbis’ homes, with sentries posted constantly to watch for Germans. Minyanim met
regularly in the homes of the Piaseczno Rebbe, the Sochaczew Rebbe (Rabbi David Bornstein), and Rabbi Menachem
Ziemba, as well as in many other places that were kept secret from all but the worshippers. Services were even held
during forced labor, as Ringelblum wrote:

Scenes from the lives of the Jews of Poland. Especially interesting: a minyan in the field. Jews from a shtetl are
working outside, clearing away snow. An elderly Jew has to say Kaddish. Seeing that the soldier has turned aside,
he turns around, and a minyan of Jews responds Amen' at the end of his Kaddish.

On Pesach 1940, Kaplan wrote: The synagogues are closed, but in every courtyard there is a holiday service, and
cantors sing the prayers and hymns in their sweet voices." . .

Nevertheless, due to the danger of participating in clandestine minyanim, people tended to prefer small ones. Some
tried not to have more than ten men in a minyan, so as to avoid life-endangering traffic of worshippers. Most people
preferred to pray privately, alone in their prayers.

2) GUIDANCE to Shuls and Communities ON REOPENING Presented by the Orthodox Union and the
Rabbinical Council of America May 8, 2020 — 14 Iyar, 5780

9. OUTDOOR MINYANIM
Outdoor Minyanim should also not be allowed until — at the very least — the successful and verified safe completion
of the local government’s first stages of communal reopening.
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16) The Echo of the Nazi Holocaust in Rabbinic Literature, Rabbi Dr H. J. Zimmels, p. 244

One of the differences between the Nazi persecution and all other persecutions is seen by some Rabbis in the lack of
any religious motive. The Nazis did not want the Jews to give up their religion. Punishment was even meted out to
those newly converted to Christianity. Hence the Nazi laws against the Jews in Germany (and Austria) did not bear
any specific anti-religious character. Indeed when one studies the work of Blau on the Nazi legislation one cannot
find a single law which was directly anti-religious. It is worth repeating that the prohibition of shehitah without prior
stunning was not expressed to be part of a public anti-religious campaign but was issued, so they claimed, for
humanitarian reasons to avoid cruelty to animals.

The burning of synagogues in Germany and Austria on 10 November 1938 and later in Poland during the war never
bore a religious character. The synagogues were not turned into churches, but were destroyed or left bare for the time
being. The burning of Hebrew books was by no means similar in nature to the burning of the Talmud in Paris in 1242
and in Rome in 1556. They were burned solely to offend the Jews. In fact the burning of Hebrew books was usually
the work of the mob or soldiery as in some places the high value of the books was appreciated and they were
confiscated and sent to Rosenberg's institute in Frankfurt am Main.



