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~ 16. nhi "9x — God of the spirits . OF all the ways Moses
could have addressed God, he chose this one. Instead of

12 HASHEM said to Moses, “Go up to this mountain of Abarim and see the Land that | have
given to the Children of Israel. 3 You shall see it and you shall be gathered unto your people,
; 14 d inst My word in
you, t'oo, as Aaron. yo'ur brother was’gath'ered in; t?ecause you rebellz agaxr;l My w ml refesiiniy fo Llo@s omripolsacd o Wik, & Epcke: of
the Wilderness of Zin, in the assembly’s strife, to sanctify Me at the water before their eyes. They God's knowledge of the Intricaciés of the human mind and..
were the waters of strife at Kadesh, in the Wilderness of Zin." ‘ personality, of God’s knowledge that every person has. his<
A_'15 Moses spoke to HASHEM, saying, 16 “May HasHEeM, God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a | owcr; vlrtue; E}l]nd foigles; and thfai;lthe be;{: w::ti;?ulse;:;lsiéz )
i 2 it t eds of every follower. Mos
man over the assembly, '” who shall go out before them and come in befc?re them, who shall ;‘}:‘atetr;:'s‘o h :’f';:a e w?;“e iragie il P il oo
take thern out and bring them in; and let the assembly of HASHEM not be like sheep that have who, as much as humanly possible, embodied these Divine
no shepherd.” characterisiics so as to accommodate the individuals who
'8 HASHEM said to Moses, “Take to yourself Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom there is spirit, comprise thie natlon (Reshl).
and lean your hand upon him.,*® You shall stand him before Elazar the Kohen and before the
entire assembly, and command him before their eyes. 20 You shall place some of your majesty
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Midrash Rabbah tells of the qualities that deemed Yehoshua
worthy of his awesome role:
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The Holy One said to Moshe: “Yehoshua has served

Jyou exceedingly and honored you exceedingly; he
would arise early and remain late in vour study hall; he D
would arrange the benches and spread out the mats.
Since he served you with all his ability, it is fitfing that
he serve Israel, for he should not forfeit the reward due

him. Designate Yehoshua the son_of Nun [as your
successor], to_fulfill that which _is_ wri’tte}nﬁ (Mishlei

7:18), "He who guards the fig tree shall eat its fruit’
(Bamidbar Rabbah 21:14). SR

5 : B
1Te Midrash delves further into the words mm8 x> maxn 2y,
“He who guards the fig tree shall eat its fruit” In the case of
» other species in Eretz Yisrael, all the fruits on an individual
, tree become ready for picking at roughly the same time;_._a_,_fa_x:mérg

( can harvest the crop of that tree and put it out of mind until the
~next year. Figs, however, ripen at different intervals even on the

“same_tree. Each fig must be examined and _picked separately.
The study of Torah, too, requires careful attention to each aspect
of the Halachah, and it requires the patience to ponder and delve
into each point. A_proper understanding of the laws and their
nyances and corollaries will not come all at once; as one’s perception
ripens, his comprehension deepens, and even what he once thought
he knew takes on new dimensions and reveals new meanings
and applications.

Yehoshua attached himself to his teacher, Moshe Rabbeinu,
unremittingly for forty years, never leaving his side, never letting a
word of the teacher escape the ear of the disciple. Yehoshua
understood that the fruits of Torah ripen at different times, so he was

oalways ready to pluck them lest he miss even one fruitful teaching

through inattentiveness or absence. He who guards the fig tree shall

eat its fruit.
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In the Midrash Tam huma, Pinchas 11, Chazal c‘(pound on the significance
of the fig trec and its apparent relationship with Yehoshua as Moshe’s successor. The
fruits of other trees — such as olive, grape and date — are usually harv ested all at once.
The entire tree ripens at an equal pace. The fig tree is different. Its fruit ripens
individually over time, so that it might take weeks until an entire fig tree is harvested.
Torah study and achievement are very much like the ripening/harvesting process ol
the fig tree. One does not become a talmid chacham, Torah scholar, in one sitting. It
takes diligence, toil and patience to accumulate the multi-faceted knowledge related
to Torah. Slowly, the yédios, pieces of knowledge, germinate and grow in one’s mind.
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another; appoint a leader who can tolerate each and every one of

them with their individual attitudes.”
~J A leader is not someone who decides on a specific approach to

serving Hashem and then forces that approach upon all his constitu-
ents. Rather, a leader is someone who is broadminded, someone

who uses his talenﬁs and strengths "
to assist each person in his indi- A leader is someone

vidual path of avodas Hashem, in who is broadminded,

accord with the Torah. .
Rav Chaim Soloveitchik was the ~ Someone who uses his

embodiment of this type of spiritual
leader. He had many disciples who
themselves became great leaders
— Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, Rav
Shimon Shkop, Rav Baruch Ber
Leibowitz, and the Brisker Rav, to
name a few — but each one had his own inimitable way of doing
things. He polished their individual qualities, and turned each one
into a brilliant — and unique — diamond.
Mastering the trait of tolerance is a prerequisite for becoming
a truly great leader. It is not only leaders who require this quality,
" however. Each one of us must make an effort to acquire the trait of
tolerance, to ensuré that we do not look down on another person’s
manner of avodas Hashem. Instead of thinking, Why does he have

talents and strengths
to assist each person in
his individual path of
avodas Hashem.”

vlﬁ\‘: el
OPF R_aa0 ;9w o, e AY
DANY Panyy By NN 05 P8 PR
N212°71 19307 - 79I nenanyt niobnb nUnaon noow naon
J7apn BRw D ,0yn ap Ink Yo Sw nvamvb nuvwb owpnb
- xWr a3 DR oD YRAwe nr obnaman b nna Ny awab
Am F7 1R L(YWNR LT Mmw) “EMmN $iR nnaa oemnb
W3 D3 D L(2,R7 270D wY) ESAN BEIERY BSnN BRI
MM RIR ‘1 MPE™ (10,15 127132) AYapRR PR M0 WA AW
123,071 5w a1 vap% wmRe vwapt LR By wer wa oY
DIPYY I LTI AT PRt QeRY IR IR B Yw syt v v
SARYT BT IMNY AN TR Y2l NP MR

2R 55 *78% Awaam maan 1aba Yonb 2vn Toen m arne Y
DIPNZRYH DR X9MY PHRA® 13 TIMY LB1D3 TR T Y31 ,555a
TN2_ PO mir (v %0 avp oeabn Ym) BranIn anow o
2091 2% Yap_ Y5 ab xm 1abw L.avbar ora bxawr oz
1031 %P1 2% PIE KIT DR .7OYR IWWH DT M0 29007 IpaT
Y7 912921 e W% v RYW 19 ,1%301 pinm AN niTen

A9 wow woian hmis nTna gobn Tonn bW rnibyn nmbw s
722 _DRNO2 LWPIR NMIM 0N /OUmD D’ INNOD ANAw AR
Smy aper - novhmn pbn vmn nbun

P ')n? oA QR

tq dress, behave, or daven that way?, we should think, Isn't it
amazing that everyone acts differently, but we are all striving to
serve Hakaddsh Baruch Hu?

¢ T@_ere is no better time than the Three Weeks to work on acquir-
ing this trait, which does wonders for one’s bein adam lachaveiro,
and will definitely hasten the end of the galus.

“(Shiurei Chumashy Parashas Pinchas 27:16)
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So let me tell you an()ther, less discussed attribute of the N0 NN ]Pnb’ Ty nmbwa YR bbs nmay PR prama ROy
Almighty that we have to emulate. We say, “ Ve’atah mechayeh es AnvT% WX 3 DN NRIWM WRDR 0% M
kulom. And You givc life to them all.” The Almighty sustains the ’P1-19'7 STIRY (::‘; »73) 133 RIW 0N nRIw Sw e NPy xHA1
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This then is the most fundamental attribute of the Almighty in (Linraeina Y30 198 DUWYR TINBY KT IRNW MR (301118 IR G010,

His relationship with the cosmos: the giving and sustaining of life “.1an *5%D INRW X

itself. It follows that we, as Jews, must also seek to be life-givers.
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Jews Closer to Home

THIS OBLIGATION TO see the good in our fellow Jews also NTR_RN NTRY_REW VDR XN 70w AT 0170 3MR Mn7 MRY
gpplies to observant Yidden within our own community as ,MB? OMD 130 NR_NITAR 1IN TR DKW IROD OvIRN7 RIX LI
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well as to family, neighbors, and friends. People tend to think
that those who grew up in the same or similar surroundings

as them and who live a similar lifestyle to theirs could and
should achieve whatever they have achieved. When they see
people with flaws, whether in behavior or modesty of dress,
they often blame them for these flaws. The mishnah in Pirkei
Avos tells us: “Do not judge your friend until you reach his
place” (2:5). Hashem puts every Jew in a different place and

e

gives him different strengths and trials, éxpecting from each”

and every Jew a different avodah and revelation of kevod

hamayim. The mishnah warns us not to scrutinize and judge
our friend because we don’t know and definitely don’t under-
stand the place that he is in. We must be aware that every
Jew has a pure and holy soul that seeks to do only good, but
that each person has different trials and hardships in life and

we don't know which avodah Hashem expects of him in his
circumstances. A Yid is such an awesomely holy and profound
being that we can’t begin to understard the deep upheavals

his neshamah endures! (Likutei Moharan 2, 1:14).

e —

. 3 The Power of Positive Thinking

VIEWING OTHERS IN a positive light is not merely the right and
appropriate thing to do; it has the power to actually change

reality. Our thoughts are a factual existence in creation that
" has great power. The way we perceive things affects them in
g significant way. If we relate to the external, faulty part of
our fellow Jews, that part will become stronger and more

perceptible, while if we focus on the pure soul inside them,
our thoughts will actually work to reveal the neshamah. To
whom do they reveal it? To ourselves, to the person that we
._perceived in a positive way, and to all other Yidden around us.
If we think negatively about our fellow Jew, considering him a
lowly, base person, chas veshalom, his negative, external part
will be strengthened and he will feel that he is bad and distant
from Hakadosh Baruch Hu, R”. But if we focus on his pure
nJewish soul and see him as someone whom Hashem loves,

+ and whose neshamah yearns to be close to Hashem, our at-,
itude will affect him and he will start to become aware of his’
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e,
: Once your eye is attuned to seeing beaﬁty

where you once saw nothing but the ordi-
nary, you can move further than you ever believed possible. There are
three laws that govern our relationships with our fellow Jews, We
must give them respect, speak well of them, and concern ourselves

( with their material needs. The opposite sort of relationship, one that )

far too many opt for, is benign neglect, distancing oneself from others’
who soglehow don’t measure up to what we would like them to be,
and saying we are not our brother’s keepers. When we open our hearts

_ to see them as unique facets of God’s infinity, then we realize that

neshamah and feel his intrinsic goodness. (See Sources and Sedistancing ourselves is a great loss, not just for them, but most of all

Additions, on p. 372.)

for us.



