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tuva gsh ot 'gsh tk ut gar ut ehsm vhvh vza gsh vhvha osueu vhvha vn kf gsuh v"cev tkvu rnt, tna
'uhruc kg rcsv gsh tk hrv gar vhvha raptu ehsm vhvha gsha rnt, otu ehsm vhvh tka rapt ht ehsm vhvh

v,t lhrm kct vc ohhuk, ohnr ohrrvu ohkusd ohrehg vnfu oh hbn vcjru vsn .rtn vfurt uz vkta ,cua,a gs
ubnn .uj thva vghsn gsuh ubht v"ceva vru,v hsuxh ,ufkvn hba wpc ubrtc rcf 'rnut hbta vz rcsc ihcvku gshk

uhruc kg vz rcs dhavk vkufh ost ka u,gs ihtu sjt u,gsu una vkg,h tuv tkt 'ohba o,gsu ova ost hbcf
u,gs tumnku dhavk ostc jf iht hju ostv hbtrh tk hf rntba trucv ,,nt tumnku dhavk ostc jf ihta oafu
gsh lthv gshk jf ubc iht tuv ifa iuhfu 'hfrs ofhfrs tku ofh,ucajn h,ucajn tk hf rnt thcbva tuv 'truc ka
,uagk uhkg rzud tku ufaun v"cev ihtu ostv shc ostv vagna epx tkc gsb kct ohagnvu ohturcv kf v"cev

,t ihbsa vtucbc rntb vz hbpnu 'vnfjv hrcsn ,ururc ,uhtrc tkt vz rcs gsub sckc ,sv ,kce hbpn tku 'lf
/uc ihhuk, vtucbv hrcs kfa rehgv tuv vzu gr otu cuy ot uhagn hpf uhagn kg ostviht tuv ifa iuhfu qs"ctrv ,davq 

kjv tuvu unhkavk gsh tku rcsc khj,n ost ihta ohnfjv dvbn rcjnv vz dvb tk t"t /ovhsh vagnu ohturcv kf v"cev gsh lthv gshk jf ubc
tch ,jt vga hkutu epxc o,gs jhbhu ock rrugh tku ohnhn,v ,unhn,c rcsv jhbvk uk vhv cuyu vbuntk urhzjvu thauec rcsv jhbvu ,uhaue ,uktac

ubhhv w,h trucv ,rhzdc ohuk, u,garu ostv ,esm uhv ot 'rnutu vcua, ,me uk lunxk tuv cuy vz kg ,jmb vcua, ihta p"gtu 'vz kg ockc ruvrv
thv kct vrhzd u,ghsh iht unmg ostv shc vrxnu ushn vkannv uz rhxv trucva uhafgu stn vae vktav ubk v,hvu u,rhzd thv u,ghsha ohrnut
kfav uc i,ba tkt ,ukznv jfc trucv urxn kusdu iye ostv vren kfa gush rcsvu vz ka uhfrs uhvh vn rjt jfn ohgsuha ohbhbdymtv ,ghshf

uzu tk ot ushn vzk uthmuvk kfac jf ah ot uhgdru kznv jf gsuh trucvu gr ut cuy u,uhvk ostc iu,bv jfv tuvu kznv ,j,n ,tmk uehzjn u,uhvk
/vua ubbht vz kfu 'vrhzd vbht vghshv

 (2keva 'rnut v"s u rehg hba rntn s"ctrk vnrv vbuntv rpx

/hj tuv ot ut 'kcc lkn ouhv ,n ot :ukanu ',ukfxv smn rapt 'ohbhn hba hraptv hf w,h u,ghshc iurxj vz iht
rcsva ,uhv og 'ubnn eujr tuva vnc ub,ukfxk vzu 'ohuua ubkmt ,umev hba kct 'vz gsb tk srpx habt ubjbt hf

unf - ,uumev sjt uc chhujn vz unfca - gsuh w,h kevu /,uumev sjt jrfvc uhkg esmh kct 'rapt ubht unmgc
tuvu 'ohcfufv ,tuavcu vbuf,c ohkfxv kmt rapt vz hf 'tk ot asjv vzc vhvh ot ,uekv unfu /unmgc tuva
ubbhtu 'vz kev oghsuv rcf vtuavvu vbuf,v hkgcu /chhujnv vmev gsuh w,h kevu ',uumev sjt uc chhujn unmgc

smn tuv rat raptv in ihn vz hf 'rapt kev kmt vhvha ifa kf 'rapt iunvv kmt tuva unf rapt okmt
rcs u,ut trcu 'rapt una w,h keva hbpn rapt tuv rat 'hbav raptv obnt /w,hu w,h kev kg rcug ubbht ,ukfxv

otu /hrapt uvgsha w,h kevn ehjrvk iht vz unf vbv 'inszva lht 'vz otu vz ot 'ohhfpvv ohrt, hban kcux
rhzjvk ubumr 'vz rnutvu /,ukfx vz iht ubrnt 'ubhbg ,hrjt vhvh vn w,h kev kfxh otv rnthu 'aeg,n aeg,h

rt,v rapt vhvh rcs trc tk kevau 'ohbp kf kg ohgbnb otu ohchujn ,t onhahac ',uhuekv unf okf ohrt,v
'ohbhbcv vbchu aurjh tuak ostv hf /tcv okugc ohhjvu 'okugv vzc cuahv sxpvu okugv icrj vzc vhvh 'ufpvu

vhvh tuak ifu /ubnn vhvha vn rzdb rcfu 'ojkvk ohjkav rjchu ohjnrv lhrthu ',unvcv ghbfhu ,ughybv gyhu
ohhrapt ohhraptv trc kev hfu /vz lpv ,ntv hf rtucn rcsvu /vfpv ut vjkmvv uhkg rzdb rcfu 'kev scug

vbufc w,h ubnn ova 'vn ovn lt 'vbuatr vbuufc ubnn obht okuf ,ucxv hf 'vzu /,uhuekf ohhraptv o,ut gsuhu
kt ,usepun ova 'vn ovnu /gbnba vn ovk gbnbu chhujna vn ovk chhujn 'okuf ovhrt, u,ghshc vzu 'vbuatr

rzd rcfu /hutra vnn r,hc ut ',ujpc o,ut vagha hnk ehzhu 'hutrv hpf o,ut vagha hnk khguhu 'kev iumrc gcyv
aeg lrsc ohjp ohbm :rntba 'ohjp ohbhmn .uj ohna hshc kfv k"zr urnth vzcu 'iputv vz kg ,ucx o,uhv kev

',uhren ovh,ucxa vn ovnu /oh,hnnv ohnxvu ',ubuznv in rnavk chhuj iputv vzcu /ovn ejrh uapb rnua
o,ut urt,hu 'ovn rnavk ,urhvzn ,u,sv tmnb vzk 'f"d ostv kt ruxn obhbgu /ovn rnavk hutr f"d vktu

:w,h urntc ifu 'varpv v,utc rfzba vn rtau [j f ohrcs] wufu cckv lrvu trhv ahtv hn :urntc ,uhrapt ovac
u,ut h,rfz rcfu - w,h kev kmt ,uraptv lrs kg ohbhbgv ,me ,uhvc shgna vnu /vegn ,hagu asj ,hc vbc, hf
rzju ?hburdxhv hrucgc rhgv ,jak vkhge ,srk kuta aecn hf lscg gna guna :v"g sus rntn - osuev rntnc

kev ,cua,c itfc urhdxh ihbg hf 'urhdxh wv rnthu ?kuta shc habt ,tu h,ut vkhge hkgc urhdxhv :rntu vktav
vkhgen utmhu ,utn aaf uhabtu tuv sus oehu :cu,fv shgva unf ',uzhrzv uk khguv vzku 'uagha rapt tuva 'tuv

tk 'rapt w,hu w,h kev kmt u,uhv tkuku /,tmk ksjhu vkhgen sus jrc hf sduv kutaku 'ufkv,h ratc ufkv,hu
/ubnn yknb
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Saadia presents a more conventional resolution to this problem. Saadia accepts both the principle of

divine omniscience and the reality of human freedom, and denies any incompatibility between these

doctrines. For Saadia divine knowledge is not causative in nature. This can best be understood in

light of the proposition that God transcends time. To God, past, present and future are one and the

same. God knows the future not in the present, which would entail the conclusion that future

volition cannot contradict present knowledge, but in a manner contemporaneous with the future.

God sees all events in an eternal now. Human knowledge of contemporary events is certainly not

causative. Since God is outside time, present and future are one and the same. The Catholic

philosopher Thomas Aquinas, in formulating a similar explanation, offers the illustration of men

passing single file through a deep gorge or ravine. A person standing at the side of the gorge can see

only individual men passing through, but a person standing on a cliff overlooking the file of people

sees them all at once. Man perceives only a single quantum of time as the now,” but God perceives

all of eternity as the transcendental present.

 (4hghcr erp - hahka rntn - d"ckrk oav ,unjkn rpx

rat smv hf rtucn tuv 'if ihbgv ,uhvcu /rjt smn ohhraptu smn ohrsuxnu ohkcdun ov ohhraptv ohbhbgv ukt
kup,a rapt smv vzn hf 'rtc,va vn hpk 'kgupv kfac ihbgv unf 'ohkcdunu ohrsuxn ov rat smv tuv uc ogsh

ht smv vzn hf 'ohhrapt uc ov rat smv tuvu 'ohrsuxn h,kc uc ov smv tuv ogsh tk rat smvu /vghshv ovc
oav ostc o,ut oa rat vrhjcv smn ughdh tka ohhrapt ova ihbgv vzn gsh okutu /ovc vghsh kup,a rapt
hban vzht gsh tku 'osuev rntnc rtc,va unf 'ohhnhnav ohnrdv ,tpn vrhnav in rxja vn ohkavk lrc,h
lrc,h u,ghsh rsgv ihtu /kkf hrapt itfc vhv tk 'if ihbgv vhv ota 'ohhrapt ova smc 'ghdh tuv raptv hekj

vn hpk rcsv gsuhaf thv rcsc vnkav vghshv hf 'uejk iurxj rapt tuva vnc ghdh raptv hekj hban vzht
r,uhv iputc gsuh tuv vbv 'if ihbgv ,uhvcu /vghsh tk ,ugy vz vbv 'uhkg tuva vn ,kuz kg dauv ratfu 'uhkg tuva

uc ova vn vz og gshu 'vkcdvu rurhc lrsc ohrsuxn ova smn ogsh tuv hf vzu 'okf ohrcsv ukt rapta oka
ov rat ohabtc uhthcb sh kg lrc,h oav vumh vzku ',uraptvn uhkg ova vn hpk vrhjcv smn ,uraptv in

gsha vna vruha vnn vzu /kcc lkn og ohkavk vhesm unf 'ukmbha lrsc ovhfrs uchyhha gr ovhkg tck ohbufb
og /rsuxn uc tuv rat smvn uvgsh okutu /ghdha chujn h,kc tuva uk gush rcs tuv ,ush,gvn lrc,h oav

:rapt uc tuv rat smvn ghdh tka rapt tuva u,ghsh

 (5d erp - v kkf c rntn - wv rut rpx

thva vtrh 'lrc,h uejc kuug ovhkg abugvu kundv vhv 'uhagnc jrfun ostv vhv ota 'abugvu kundvn vjuekv
ohchhj,n abugvu kundv uhv ota 'vzu /vaeha vnn vr,v iht 'vc ibuc,baf obntu /cuhj kf kyck vezj vbgy

atv kt crev kug ubbhta unf /kug o,uhv ovc rnth tk vbv ',ucxv in ohccuxnv chj,vf ,urcgvu ,usucgvn
/ / /iumr ,kuzc uhkt u,cre vhv otu ';raha

vhv vzku /onmg ,bhjcc ohrcsv cuhj chhjha vn vru,v smnu iuhgv smn ovv ,ubgyv kfc ihta rtucn tuv vzku
tkt /o,ucx ,bhjcc tk 'onmg ,bhjcc ohrcsc tmnb raptv gcya 'iuhgvu vru,v uvchj,a vn hpf 'rundv ,ntv

lanvf ,urcgvn lanb abugva uahdrh tku `vgrv haugk ,ukmb,v uvucajha vnk 'iunvk ehzn vzc ouxrpva
,uezj ,ucxu ohghbn ohhgmnt - ,urvztku ,uumnk k"r - onuak ',hektv vnfjvn vhv vzku 'vchxv in ccuxnv
ratf hf" 'urntc znrbv hektv rauhv tuvu /yuapv usxju ucuyk obnt vzu /,haubtv vjkmvv kt ostv rhahvk

tkt 'rauhv ,hag ,hkf,k tku /vnebv ,bufk ubc ,t rxhh tk ctva 'gush tuva /"lrxhn lhekt wv ubc ,t aht rxhh
tkt hutr ubbhta 'hbhsnv rauhv ,hkf,k tku 'ubnn vnebv vbufv iht 'ostv ,t oav rxhhaf ifu /icv ,kgu,k

od hutr vhvh vzku /uc iufnv tuvu 'vnutv kkfk cuyv 'vbufv kct 'xbtu jrfv oua tkc rund hbumr ostv ,uhvc
:ostk cuyv uvza 'u,cx ,bhjcc chujn u,uhvc
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:vbu,b ,uarvu hupm kfv
ou,ju ou,x ihbg rhgn tuvu /tcheg wr tuv urnta hnk hutra vbanv aurhpc n"rv c,f vzv eungv rntnv kg

ohtmnbv ,ukgpn kfcu sh,gc trucv gsuha iuhf 'ohfpv hba vnv hf ,umhrjvu vrhzdvu vrhjcvu vghshv ihbg thvu
uvzu ,ntv trucv gsh tk if ot 'trucv gsha vnn lphv rujck hrapt ot hf 'vrhjcv vkyc if ot 'uagh rat

ca if otu 'trucv ,ghshc tuva vn hpf ostv rujch if kg vbvu 'hrndk vghshv rsgvc rntha vnn r,uh vrhpf
:oheungu ohrmev uh,uknc tcheg wr hektv rrug,v vz kg jrfunk hrhjcn ostv

ahjfh tuv hf tuvu 'hbru, ubht rat ;uxkpv rnta kcv hrcs kuyhcc vn vkhj, rcsb ',tzv vrhejv ihcvku
ahjfvk vkhkj trcx oua iht vru,v hp kg vbvu / / / khvcn ,urz vzu 'jrfun ostv ,ntc hf rnthu vrhjcv

s"ctrvu / / / huum lhha tk jrfvcu vrvztu vumn itf ihtu abugu rfa iht if ot hf ',menv in ,menc vrhjcv
hf ,utrvk vzc lhrtv t"f erp wc ekj oav vagn rpxc ihumnv ofjv sujhcu 'vghshv ihyevk ohrntnc lhrtv

'sh,gk gsuh ,gf rat ,ubfv hpk curev m"g er sh,gk ostv vagnc kf,an ubhta vn trucv ehjc iurxj iht
'kznv ,ubak vmur ubht tuv lurc ausev hf a"shc vz ihtu a"shc kfv v"s c"g z"y ;s vsbc ,upxu, hrcsc kkfb vzu]

vrmub tka sg t"ju 'o"cnrvf vzu rmub tka sg t"js 'uck rmh kfu euxpc ktuna arsc ohtrunt hdhkp vzcu
cuchxc vjdavvk ihbgu eukhj ihta ohnfjv unhfxva vn hpf tuv vz tkc okut [e"usu curhev m"g vzu vcajnv

:u,nfj ksud hpf ,ujm ,umhknc lhrtvu crgnk ut jrznk ccuxh ot cuczv

,ukpak er 'vkhkj ,kufh rsgv ,chxn tk curhev m"g er yrpc sh,gc gsuh ubht trucva rnt, vn vtrb / / /
vbg ot juum trenu gsuh oav 'uvgr eag ut xnj kank ostv vagaf if ot 'hsh,gv yrpc jhdan ubht tmnbv

lf rjtu xunjh ut euagh icutra trucv gsuh vhv tk osue if ot 'u,egm gnat guna wuf egm hf u,ut vbg,
tuv if otu 'gsuhk gsuh ubhtan huba uc tmnba lrc,h trucc vkhkj hubha ah if ot 'xnj ut eaga gsuh vagaf
trenu vkhkj trucc hubha oua iht hf vzc usuvu vz kg udhav rat ohpuxkpv kf rat ubhase ,s hrehgk sdb,n

kgpta vnu 'hubha hkc hfbt shn,a rjt ouenc h,rtc ratf vhvt oa ,,hnt vruh vzu h,hba tk ws hbt juum
tk if otu 'rcgcu vuvc vuuv hbt sh,gc vhvt hbta vnu 'shn, hkmt if tuv er 'rucd h,hagba uns, tk ,unjkn

vagha vnu vaga vnu iumr huba oua ihtu uhkg ,asj,n u,gs ihta iuhf iufb kg thauev ,utprk vzc ,me khguv
gsh tk osuea rnuk if,h lhtu 'sjt u,gsu ubumru tuvu lrc,h u,unsec ousev ubumrc vkga vn hpf tuv kfv

:thv vdda hf uk jkxh wsu ck kg ,ukgvku if rcsk vkhkj gsh uvagn ostv vaghaf uhafgu
/ vnsevc oav ,urucd urpxc ohmrnb ohrcs vzc c,fa vn dtrpn tuhk r"rvun oxrupnv ubhcr hrcs vzc eh,gtu

,thmh er uc huba vz iht ukmt ,asj,n vghshv hf rntb ot hf ehngvk lhrtva 'ubhbhg vtrnk ohvun, uhrcsu / /
gsh trucva rntb ot vff 'uc huba vz iht ohrufc vfv vkhkv ,umjcu ohv gre trucva rntba unfu u,tn vkugp

uhrcs h,utrc hatr hhju 'ohfurtv uhrcs ;ru, vz 'vkhkj uc huba vz iht ubga vgac ktrah hbc ,t ubg ohrmnva
kscunv trucva vkhkj rnt, ot / / / ornutk ruxt h,gsk rat uhrcsc kusdv hauev vtrb f"jnc hf h,nnu,ab

hf gs, ihtn hf vbht ,tzv vnsev z"kcu u,nfjk kucd oha,u u,ghshc trucv rhsd, f"t vkhkj oad dhah tk oadn
ost hbc ,ucajn ;t ohgsuhu oadv udhah ohkfav ohkuktv htsuc 'oad dhah tk vabn kscunv

.e sg ostv vagha vn kf uhafg ,ntcs / / / ssujn .urh, ubhankt n"rv oac thcv cuy ouh ,upxu,v okut
,uaevk iht vz lt 'ostv hagnc vhvha vn kfk rpxk kfuh oavu lrc,h u,unsec oav gsh rcf ohtrcbv ,sngv

ukmta smn tuv 'sh,gc trucv gsuha vns iufb .urh,v vz kg ohehsmk rfavu ohgavvk abugv ghdn gusn if ot
kf ccux ,unuenv ;hen usucfc tuvu okug ka unuen tuva unfu vnv sjtf sh,g vuv rcg inzv hekj wd lrc,h

huum lhha tk vrutfk vz hpk lt / / / (vzc ohnhgb ohrcs van ubhcr ka ubc ovrct wr shxjv ,rdt ihhg) ihnkg
hp kg ;t vrnha ahu u,suepk gnaha ah ostv ,t vuumh ratfa ,hatrn vpm oava vz kg chavk ahu 'vrvztu

kyc tuv kfv uhju ktrah hbc ucuau ucuaha ityj ,gc ktrahk oase ,urcsu ohthcbv ,urnt kf vz hpku 'uvuumha
cuyv urjch tk thcb jkah ratfa osue vtr lrc,h oav er ucuah tka oav gsha iuhf uhafg cuak ukfh tk hf

veungv vktav kg .urh, lk iht rcs ;ux  /rzu vun, vzu 'ukuec gunak sug uchah tku


