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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF TWELVE PROPHETS

With the exception of Obadiah's prophecies, the Book of Twelve Prophets spans a period of approximately 300 years
from the reign of Uzziah King of Judah and of Jeroboam II King of Israel (circa 3115) until the building of the
Second Temple (circa 3408). Obadiah lived 100 years earlier, during King Ahab's reign (Sanhedrin 39b). The
majority of the verses in the Book of Twelve Prophets are enigmatic and metaphorical, alluding to past and future
crucial events that drive home the most elemental themes of the Torah: that Hashem is the only true God, and the
Israelites are His chosen people, if they continue to sin He will punish them severely, but if they repent and do His
Will they will merit every blessing. With the exception of the Book of Jonah, the Book of Twelve Prophets contains
almost no narrative.
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The entire Book of Obadiah describes the Edomite nation's severe punishment for the treachery they committed
against Israel. History corroborates the extent of Edom's animosity towards the Israelites. Even in earlier times, during
the period of the Judges, the Amalekites (descendants of Esau) and Edomites were Israel's foremost enemies (see
Judges 6:3, 10:2; I Samuel 14:47). Obadiah's prophecy foresees that Edom will also be the last of Israel's enemies to
fall, as in the verse, "The saviors will ascend Mount Zion to rule Mount Esau. Then, the kingdom will be God's!"
(1:21).

)2 P9 NIWN NVID YN Y'Y (14

DONNONIL TY PR DY 0 MUY INYT OX N DD TY XON NI NYT 7PN NOW ,TITN D NN - NPYYOITN DX NIN IWUN TY
N NYIAD W NTIN OWITI WY TN DX DIFYD 1N N DN DY (XD N 7PTIIY) TINIY ,MHOYUNN M9, T2 ONIINR) TON XD NI
019

NY P99 NYIIN 2297 2999 (15

9OWY . PNN 2PY NN NIN ONX TON [1,10 DW] IMNIY 10 TUN DI NINY PYI NN WY NPDYIYI0 NINDOTINN NIND T2 IWYD APy 0N
2007 Y, 0PY PON INOTIN NON [HN DW] IMNIY ,INTID TV DPYWHN MPTH NND D 1N NN APY 3w 1O 9D NN MY



