Rabbi Akiva and Moshe Rabbeinu

Rabbi Menachem Penner
Dean, Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary

In memory of Yehuda Frankel, z”1, Moshe Yehuda Ben Meir Eliyahu
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Rabbi Yehudah said in the name of Rav; In the hour Moshe ascended on high he found the Holy One Blessed be He sitting
and affixing [literally ‘typing’] tying crowns to letters. He said before Him, "‘Master of the world, who stays in Your hand?”
He said to him, “There is a man who will in the future” [literally: “There is one man who will be in the future at the end of
many generations”] and Akiva son of Yosef is his name who [in the future] will derive from every ornament and ornament
mounds and mounds of laws.”



He said to Him, “Master of the world show him to me.” He said to him: “Turn around.” He went and sat at the end of eight
rows and did not know what they were saying- he was upset [literally: “his strength was weakened.”] When they reached
one thing his students said to him, “Our master, From where do you know this thing? [literally: whence to you this thing?]
He said to them, It is a law [given] to Moshe from Sinai”- he was calmed [literally: his knowledge was settled”.]

He returned before the Holy One Blessed be He and said before Him, “Master of the World, You have such a man and You
give the Torah through my hand?” He said to him, “Be silent: so came up in thought before Me.”

He said to Him, “Master of the World, You showed me his Torah, show me his reward.” He said to him: “Turn around.”
He turned around and saw that they were weighing his flesh in the marketplace. He said before Him, “Master of the World,
this is Torah and this is its reward?” He said to him, “Be silent: so came up in thought before Me.”
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