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AND IT WOULD I HAVE KEPT ALIVE — but now because it spake and
rebuked thee and thou couldst not stand against its rebuke, — just as it is written,
“and he said, Na}yr!" — I have killed it3) in order that people should not
bo able to say: This is the animal that silencedt) Balaam by its rebuke,
so that he could not reply. For God has regard for human dignity. Similar is
(Lev. XX. .lfe)d:),"‘Anddthqu glhallt sla thfgvom:xx and the animjn(with which sin
was commi , and similarly (ib. : “And the animal shalt thou slay”
(Tanch.). (84) ny> »5 »» FOR { éNEW %‘JOT ~— This statement, too, (cf. v. 23),

You may thus infer that he was not an old man, since the
ass was older than he? Was I RVER WONT TO DO S0
UNTO THEE? (5.). As soon as she finished speaking
she died,? so that people should not say: ‘ This is the animal
that spoke, and so make her an object of reverence.’
Another exposition of the expression, Was I EVER
WONT TO DO s0 UNTO THEE.* The Holy One,
blessed be He, [killed her]® out of consideration for the

Pltr\ ,'\

- dignity of that villain; so that it might not be said that
this was the animal that had degraded Balaam. Now,
if the Holy One, blessed be He, has consideration for the
dignity of the wicked, needless to say that He has considera-

tion for the dignity of the righteous. In the same strain
it says, And if a woman approach unto any beast, and lie
down thereto, thou shalt kill the woman, and the beast (Lev.
xx, 16). The object was that people might not say: ' This
is the beast on whose account such-and-such a woman was
killed.’ ‘This serves to inform you that the Holy One,
blessed be He, has consideration for the dignity of mankind

9. R. Simeon b, Lakish said: Moses gave us in writing
in the Torah two sections whose meaning we can infer from
the gection concerning the wicked Pharach. One verse says,
And thou shalt be above only (Deut. xxvin, 13). This might
be taken to imply that you will be like Me, and so Scripture
purposely states ‘only’, a limiting term, signifying: My
greatness is higher than yours. We can infer this from
the wicked Pharaoh. It says, Thou [Joseph] shalt be over my
house (Gen. xL1, 40). This might be taken to imply: you
shall be like me; and so Scripture plainly states, Only in the
throne will I be greater than thou (sb.), as much as to say, My
rank shall be greater than yours. The present passage too,
YE SHALL BE HOLY, might be taken to imply that
your holiness is to be equal to Mine; and so Scripture
plainly states, For I TR LorD YOoUR GOD AM HOLY
(b.); that is to say, My holiness is superior to yours. And
this also we can learn from the wicked Pharaoh; for it says,
And Pharaoh said unto Joseph : 1 am Pharaok (Gen. xL1, 44):
Lest you should think that you will be like me, Secripture
plainly states, ‘I am Pharaok,’ as much as to say, My rank
shall be higher than yours. R. Joshua observed in the name
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