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WHAT IF ... MICHAEL JORDAN HAD STUCK WITH 

BASEBALL? 
by Ted Keith 

For starters: At least one person thinks MJ would have succeeded had he stuck to the 

diamond. "Give him 1,000 at bats [in the minors] and he'd have found his way to the 

majors," says Indians manager Terry Francona, who in 1994 oversaw Jordan on the 

White Sox' Double A affiliate Birmingham Barons. "If you tell him no, he's going to 

find a way to make the answer yes."  

 
We spend an inordinate amount of time playing the what-if game. What if I never got married? 
What if I had gone to Harvard instead of Yale? What if I hadn’t punched my boss in the face?...You 
can’t go back, and you know you can’t go back, but you keep rehashing it anyway. 
 
 -Bill Simmons, The Book of Basketball 
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Bamidbar – Numbers  
Chapter 10 

35 And it came to pass, when the ark set 
forward, that Moses said: 'Rise up, O LORD, 
and let Thine enemies be scattered; and let 
them that hate Thee flee before Thee.' 
 
36 And when it rested, he said: 'Return, O 
LORD, unto the ten thousands of the 

families of Israel.'  

קוּמָה     וַיְהִי בִנְסֹעַ הָאָרֹן, וַיאֹמֶר מֹשֶה:  לה
 .וְיָנסֻוּ מְשַנְאֶיךָ, מִפָנֶיךָ יְהוָה, וְיָפֻצוּ אֹיְבֶיךָ, 

 
שוּבָה יְהוָה, רִבְבוֹת אַלְפֵי    וּבְנחֹֻה, יאֹמַר:  לו

 }}פ  [  }ס{  יִשְרָאֵל.

 

Baal HaTurim, Ibid. 
The Talmud explains that these two verses are like their own 
book of the Torah.  To allude to this idea, the first of the two 
verses shares the same number of letters as the last verse in 
the Torah and the second of these two verses has the same 
amount of letters as the first verse in the Torah. 

בפסוק ויהי בנסוע י"ב תיבות כמו שיש  
בפסוק ולכל היד החזקה שהוא סוף 

התורה. ובפסוק ובנחה יש בו שבעה תיבות 
כמו שיש בפסוק בראשית שהוא תחילת  

 התורה לומר שהוא חשיב ספר תורה בפ"ע  
 

 

Rav Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin, Pri Tzadik 

 
If the number of letters in each verse 
is supposed to correspond to the first 
and last verse in the entire Torah, 
then isn’t it backwards?!  Shouldn’t 
the first verse correspond to the first 
verse in the Torah and the second 
verse correspond to the last verse in 
the Torah?  So, why is it backwards? 
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Tradition 16:1 (Summer 1976) 

 

 

 

 

Tradition 16:2 (Fall 1976) 

Tradition 16:2 (Fall 1976) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tradition 16:3 (Summer 1976) 
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What Ifs of Jewish History: From Abraham 

 (Cambridge University, 2016) to Zionism  

6-Gavriel D. Rosenfeld, Introduction, pp. 5 
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Vision and Leadership, Rabbi Soloveitchik, 164-175 
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