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6. SOLDIERS CONQUER THE WALL

Mauoshe Amirav, a paratrooper, described the first minutes at the Wall:

"It is with a smile that I remember how we looked for the Wall. We ran there, a group of
panting soldiers, lost on the plaza of the Temple Mount, searching for a giant stone wall,
We did not stop 1o look at the Mosque of Omar even though this was the first time we had
seen it close up, Forward! Forward! Hurriedly, we pushed our way through the Magreb Gate
and suddenly we stopped, thunderstruck. There it was before our eyes! Gray and massive,
silent and restrained. The Western Wall! 1 remember that 1 had such a fecling only once
before in my life; it had been when T was a child when my father brought me near to the Holy
Ark in the synagogue. 1, a little infant, had been afraid that something would come out of the
Ark, something big and terrible from another world. ..

“Slowly, slowly 1 began to approach the Wall in fear and trembling like a pious cantar
going to the lectern 1o lead the prayers. I approached it as the messenger of my father and my
grandfather, of my great-grandfather and of all the gencrations in all the exiles who had never
merited seeing it and so they had senl me to represent them. Somebody recited the festive
blessing: ‘Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe who has kept us alive, and
maintained us and brought us to this time,” but [ could not answer ‘Amen.’ I put my hand on
the stone and the tcars that started to flow were not my tears — they were the tears of all
Israel, tears of hope and prayer, tears of hasidic tunes, tears of Jewish dances, lears which
scorched and burned the heavy gray stone.”

Abraham Duvdevani also described the first encounter with the Wall*
“Narrow alleys, filthy passageways, garbage at the cntrances of shuttered shaps, the stench

of dead legionnaires — but we paid no attention. Our eyes were fixed on the golden dome

which could be seen from a distance. There, more or less, it had to be! We marched faster to
keep up with the beating of our hearts; we were almost running. We met a soldier from one of
the forward units and asked him the way and hurried on. We went through a gate and down
some steps. | looked to the right and stopped dead. There was t.he Wa}l in all 1l§ grandeur and
glory! I had never seen it before but it was an old friend, lm'pDSSIb]c to mistake. Then I
thought that I should not be there because the Wall belongs in .the world of dreams and
legends and I am real. Reality and legend, dream and deed, all unite here. I went down and
approached the Wall and stretched out my hand towards the huge, hewn stones. But.my hand
was afraid to touch and of itsell returned to me. 1 closed my eyes, took a small, hesitant step
forward, and brought my lips to the Wall. The touch of my lips opened .thclgr:}tcs o'i‘ my
emotions and the tears burst forth. A Jewish soldier in the State of Israel is kissing history
i is lips.

WIL‘?P:;i, pr:'csent and future all in one kiss. There will be no more destruction and the Wall
will never again be deserted. [t was laken with young Jewish bloed and thc.worlh of that
blood is eternity. The body is coupled to the rows of stones, the face is pushed into thc. spaces
between them and the hands try to reach its heart. A soldier near me mumbles in disbelief,
‘We are at the Wall, at the Wall...'”
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30. OUT OF THE DEPTHS

Naphtah recalled his last conversation with Father, in which Father
had counted thirty-seven generations of rabbis on both his and my moth
er's sides of the family. He did this in order to demonstrate the great
responsibility of whoever would be saved from the horror to continue the
chain of our heritage. Father read verses from Jerermah: There s Aope
Jor your futwre, the word of God, and your children will return home. He
emphasized that if we escaped this inferno safely, we would krnow how
to find our home, which was not this home or any other on this enemy
fand. “Your home will be in Eretz Israel [the Land of [sracel], even if you
have to acquire it through suffering,” he said, and Naphuli and Father
cried on cach other’s necks. After embracing each other tightly, Napheah

jorb 1 ‘ather’s w «choed in his cars: Father
rerurned to his job in the ghetto, Father's w ords echoed in his cars: Fatl

had believed that |, the youngest son of the Lau family, would ¢scape the
inferno safely and pass along the heritage that the Nazis were attempting

to destroy.




For fifty years, [ carried the responsibility passed on to me by my father
before he went to his death in Treblinka. He placed in my care a weak
child, who was five years old but looked like he was unly three or cven
younger. For three years, 1 served as father and mother, guardian and
protector, to my younger brother Israel Meir, or Lulek, as we called
him. I often felt despair attacking me, flinging me helplessly to my
destruction. | think it was the mission my father gave me, [0 bring my
younger brother to safety and to ensure the cantinuation of vier family's
rabbinic dynasty, that kept me alive and gave me the will to continue
fighting for our lives, rather than succumb to the horrible fate that
befell the rest of our family.
On the first day of the Hebrew month of Adar, February 21,

1993, I stood with my younger brother in front of the Western Wall

in ferusalem, the holiest site in the world for Jews, and we recited

the afternoon prayer tagether. Forty _eight years earlier, when we first
urrived in Jerusalem, we had stood in this same spor. Then, young
[srael Meir had gazed at the stones of the Wall withaut understanding
what he was seeing. This time, he was praying, just two hours before
his anticipated election to the highest rabbinical post in Israel, My
younger brother, who had risen from the piles of ashes in the death

camps, twas chosen that day to serve as the chief rabbi of the State of
Israel. ] looked at him from up close, and felt tears welling up 1 my
eyes. As 1 left the Wall, 1 felt profound relief, as if a heavy burden had
been lifted fiom my shoulders and nty conscience. At last, my almost

impossible mission had been Julfilled.
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