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~ one man for his father's household, were they — “ these were all the countings of the Children & = e T

with the rest of the nation around theirs.

of Israel, according to their fathers’ households, from twenty years of age and up, everyone who N

goes out to the legion in Israel: %6 Al their countings were six hundred and three thousand, five

hundred and fifty.

S!

49.xwnxY, ., 1pnn &Y — You shall not count . . . you shall
not take a census. The verse refers to two ways in which the
Levites are distinct. They will not be counted from the age of

e 4 The Levites according to their fathers’ tribe were not counted among them, pveny and upand Hiclstotal will not be added to that of the
*® HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying, *° “But you shall not count the tribe of Levi, and you

rest of the nation (Sforno).
They were counted separately in deference to their higher

d shall not take a census of them among the Children of Israel. ® You shall appoint the Levites ~ Status. l"\“e""a“"e'3;£°d k"l’;“”&lhata" those included in the

i { 4§ ;i 3 general census would die in the Wilderness, but He wanted to

over the Tabernacle of the TesttmO(zy, over fall of its utensils anc{ e.verythzr.'tg thatbelongstoit. They  giclude the Levites from this fate because of their loyalty
shall carry the Tabernacle and all its utensils and they shall minister to it; and they shall encamp

and courage in the incident of the Golden Calf (Rashi). Ibn

around- the Tabernacle. ' When the Tabernacle journeys, the Levites shall take it down, and  Ezra suggests that they were excluded from the regular
when the Tabernacle encamps, the Levites shall erect it, and an alien who approaches shall die, ~ SSnSUs because they were to serve at the Tabernacle, and not

in the army like the other tribes (Ibn Ezra).
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34 Again she conceived, and bore a son and declared, “This time my husband will become M7 Mmw X9 19 Yy 770 07
attached to me for I have borne him three sons"; therefore He called his name Leui, gy aTua ma——
3 She conceived again, and bore a son and declared, “This time let me gratefully praise ; I ! )
HAsHEM"; therefore she called his name Judah; then she stopped giving birth. . MWW 13 RTIR WA 13 W KIp 13 303
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\7l  LOGIC OF THE HEART, LOGIC OF THE MIND

creation of Adam/humankind, we are told in Genesis, God blessed

Adam and instructed: “Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the

earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and

over the fowl of the air and over every living thing that creeps
upon the earth™ (Genesis 1:28). In this blessing ‘is s contained the
gift and the mandate of grasping, of conquering the earth and all
its possessions. Without this gift. ther

 there can be no progress. Obvi-

ously, God the Creator blessed Adam/humankind only with the

gift of justifiable conquest, of might backed by right, of legitimate

\q

onman’s character was molded by God in accordance with
the eschatological goals that God reserved for the world. In the
Messianic Era, every human being will be pursuing the gift of
chazakah, reaching. There will be no pursuit of kibbush, grasping.
Consequently, a woman recites the brachah of “She’asani kirtzono
— Blessed are You Who has made me according to His desire.”
This brachah, far from implying a negative attitude towards the
woman, is actually expressive of the positive status of the woman
in the Torah’s view. Its intent is that a woman’s Divine endow-
ment, her very nature, is in accordance with the Divine attributes |

-of compassion, tolerance and grace. Woman’s endowment, and Y
"therefore her mandate to be true to that endowment, accords with ™
i the spiritual and moral trend of humanity in the Messianic Era,

grasping, not unlimited and unqualified grasping. This gift in it-
self, if properly exercised and not abused, can serve as a basis of
progress and peace.
However, the Creator granted another gift to Adam/human-

kind and that is the capacity to reach unto things and people .
through cultivation, work, dedication and perseverance. This B

blessing was bestowed upon Adam/humankind after the Creator - YN S2THRN IR12
had planted the Gan Eden, the Garden of Eden, and placed in it '
Man, the human creation, whom the Creator had formed. “And '
God took the adam and placed him into the Garden of Eden to
cultivate and keep it” (Genesis 2:15). Herein is mentioned the gift
of reaching unto things through chazakah, through cultivation,
work and dedication, which are to supplement the gift of grasping.
Humankind is capable of attaining great heights of progress through
the gift of kibbush, of grasping, but it cannot succeed in establish-
ing a Paradise on earth unless

, Par: ) the gift of kibbush is coupled with
the gift of chazakah.

<> These two blessings represent two different gifts or approaches,

two distinct endowments. It is for this reason that in the wilderness,
God required ‘B’!’f’;_ﬁ'?L‘EL 1o realize two countings or censuses.
s oo eated to all the members of the various tribes between
the ages of twenty and sixty, while the other count related to all
the members of the Tribe of Levi from one month old and over.
The Tribe of Levi could not be included in the one count with the
other tribes. The endeavors

8
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and strivings of the various Jewish

AT
tribes were inspired primarily by the gift of kibbush, grasping, ] 0
iy o we 2Yow sw3 Nysvng
Yehudah, for example, dedicated tself to the task of conque:ring
the Land of Promise and establishing a royal government. Yissa-
char dedicated itself to the task of subduing the earth and its pos- S e B
sessions, and Zevulun dedicated itself to the task of developing AP "33 ,0°90 NTIAY 770 BRI 1 Awaea
industry and commerce. Only those members of the tribes who ROV 71,1393 PIPTY WA T 0331 s v
were twenty years old and were fit to be in service were to be nva% o7 o3 WIS Y32 WRY R KW3 21033 191
considered accountable, capable of the tribal endeav9rs, and 12 79 7Y MW oW jan DmnswnY omax
the're_fore pant e wo‘rking nur{xber poutied m t_he e 139 X2X X2%Y 837 D5 DA PO NIW OWRNR
lraxm_ng required for achle;vemem in ;lhe rea]n_1 of I;zbliush ::anﬂl:e DRTD® "33 DOBI PYY Y I SN ATy
::gvxzx::d only at the age o: twenty, when one is ready to enter the -?mw’ YT T

T o E U i

were fogndpd,pﬁmarjlyﬁupog the gift of chazakan, reaching, watch- N2y xxv"rn_nm Xan 29 213 %3 b
ing and cultivating. The members of Levi were to be counted 2y TRy OA1IR 1733 YT TIMIR 7MY SR
separately because their endeavors and their mef

thods were unique,
The:training required for achievement in the re

alm of chazakah, of
reaching unto things and people, cannot be acquired in adoles-
cence, but must begin at birth,

Wlxen one delves into the Tanach (Bible), and especially when

one delves thoroughly into the Talmud and the Midrash, one can
Tribe of Levi the
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things, cultivating and working,
to all women, According to our
Creator bestowed upon the hu
the male gender and only t
remaining eleven tribes, The

is the task and mandate delegated
Sages, the gift of kibbush which the
man being was bestowed only upon
0 be exercised by the males of the

mandate of kibbush was delegated 1o
the ‘man but not to the wo

man. The mandate of the woman is that
of chazakah, reaching unt,

akal o things and people through compassion,
love, consideration and guidance.




XYp

o

YTV ,0W P01 10 )08Y DR CTAR 92 PIT2 YN YU8E nawnn i
202299 TVIN AR RIND DI AT DY WY TR 12T NVRY 200
02VNN 1NN 1272 2000 RY DR IR NI NVR YV MNT ,0NYa
ZRIY RON 92 RN ,NT YR M0 ,NHR 0 NN NNR IR NP )
_ 99 1M1 APIN DNNHR NN RY 923 1.139NHY 109MY 110Y 253 3

,[12D22 200 1THY MY VAV PI1,31 3N TRVING MNK? NN KDY T2
1725 1% V2V 13 Y7ann Y3 PR NTL,ONYTA ANYY RY NYR NAVNN 19ARY
1Y VIY YV ONPITA NN 732 1T 1V 9T1aN mVm YR Y9 nnm#(

on” Do) 1Y 17apnv T IRTY 995 MPTTHA NhMIM PN nn

191 9w NY7 DNY 1% 71912 11 YRIY? Y93 N2 wap 8D MY

n"apnw axnk Y» PR TN YW MM TIR PN 13 YR »nan
¥ ANV N¥p PHRNM AYYNN DTRD DR P30T M9 Rin” pHY N

N7V 1YY N12) RN AMIN OX” PIVST MW NI MR P2 WY I
MmN %Y 28N Y MY 990 1 07apn Lo n oven 1) 909
B Y19 KD %P NI MW 1Y AYYY R INNDRA NP RV 75,08

JINW avn Haa

V7P "0y N YRpIY MR

2Py XY™ nPX

2wy b rum
IR Y97 RTIWT XD YW W0WD DY
apy’ bw ntawn YT — NP MW
— YN NYITPI WITP NN W3R 173X
LKW DYV ATRR] 17 MWW IR XIP XA
IpYW nYHW3I MR ARY VAR 12071
M2 9HR WK MY DYDR IR M2 WY WZ
P7IM,1% MW DR [PWIR] RIP 19 7 N0,
TIRD 127 TWAR KW RIT NI9) 7D 200
uDn MY MWW XIP NBRI 2pYM BN
RNY WIpnR NT2YY MW 1Y 50V
2N5W M ,0™MD2 Y IR DWID Y
nR Q3 :[2”D nv* 93TM3] NP DwIa
MR, TRV YN 3 1° fun PR
,ToY MY YW 1 1yehna prosn wehwit
1313921 AP PRIDI ¥73RI3 POV .pIT
MPET AR 197 2P PR 20T WINIY QW
S TYY mr Yo

- PEN

X915 5w MW DR XIp pyw ¥
7179R0W X7 L0727 XY HEX MDY AR
nx o xR A¥M NI 1YW WIRUXE
T Dwapa [ Y] 19N 1y ,awn
NX “RIPM” 23 37 W YIXW 9N
25 AYw1 IR IR IR Y mw
X171 9377 OYLY *NINIY A3 “RIPNY
Xonn MOIAW DYIR MM AW (10N
1137 192,977 TWHRI ANDWN3 X7 DIpH
JIW NRTMP T HY 127 MInT DR 28YY X
HW 1977 Pwnna AT 10 Y 110on 197
X”D] 0”217 57WN31 OV NTaya pY
2pyn Hrn [abn 1 amay noban
e MY H7am oo 12 Thh wmaRe
RPW 112 DX XY 13 127072 12WIM WRY

2

o nay N, 1
NP PR 2 IWYA OEA 737783 70 Ny X
X 9w _mar_nmna PRI NPwna Pt
SOR WOR MDY DYDR WD i3 mpeat pwhn
Y ‘PR I0) O N2 o7annn OMwad
bXwr PR nbmaa MY ot XD (2am
S onR Tayb bTathw capm vnR Dy Anrad
Pomy &P 021Y 79771 12723 7207 101 1w
702 WK ‘n 2N on KPR ,1Pma X9Y manon
TP5n IR /RIW O A9 X T2 XM AN R
om A"mya *anay Pon vwanaw vm nbnn
MR B2 1991 A M nTay owTp wp
52,1 °321 TWIA 33 NRp 332 0710 73X
bKa Rwn N7 T2y 1Ty T2y xaxb xan @r
2NRT_OR_WIDN T30V CNR_DNTIAYY M
mw owhw jam 0ranw 793 MmN
Qrap Nmb xawb Ran Yo pyn oTpEM 4
2231 Bana Ay ayb L neeeisn ‘o nmayb
AN A X3AZY U0 nTaye opnn XN oww
penb /i NTay nrmapa nmay maye e v

' .onbna1 aphn ‘m ‘na oopat

, I8

,72%2 % Lawh P R P 2 Ay am
7252 12 baw X9 0w 0”2m0 27 wnnD KOR
T 7273 WK DAY °R2 Pon wRT wUR DD RO
AW "7 vaph Ty P7an% T aram
2 TN Syn pomr SnnR yTe 1w,
[ M177 8RN %32 W3 MWK 0°270 maawnn
PPN e % vaan i oW wIp wIpn

29 MR T Py Loonby nbwy obiwb anba
X DX T 0w 1 paw bw a7iayn na o
DPAB T2V %3P R2 120w ,R3AXY 837 PRas
> %12 03,0701 nay Yhoa ran et Avva
NTAY? 00 0°Y°R /7 272 Na172 930 on
nPA% 0TANMY AR M ARWIY ST 531
APX N2 73N DRNa NTwWR R Ay 1 Smm

ANPRn Pon M b vaws e

™ 1195y

s 9nnb H

"W NI 1YY TN 1P BTNA 190 TN

ND DWRT NI TIPON KD 1Y Avn BN N
(VR .R) "HRIW? 233 9IN3 NYD

« MR 727 2725 10y nvpdy o0 50 15 wn RTY”
139 PN 93 9Y A TNYY nTnpw n"apn nay
VR P SR 0R ;7373 My oYM mv orwy

("97) "2392 190 RYY YW BHY 5 YHoa

727027 (5N DY WIPIW RINA VNYAN 1Y DM%v 1Y 9%n Y"m
IR Yan nman onYym oMY DWwn NRY "0 199 nrn
22292 180N RYY MWN MYy DRy sy 91N NYYN

JINANN 73219 NBW NAwR Y'er prowsny SRPIY 935 ¥R on
nNY” (.2 mnv) YIPn VN2 SRIY? MY DI9N PR TN 709N Mn
/220 RONIW RIR 290Y 89Y 09" (0 27m8 nan 12703) Y DR oy
) .DROIND T2 11 RYY DIWH P10 SR 9931 39 2990 77 Dnwr
Lw:nnw NN N1 W In 8Y ORY I XYY Ann nyann Yav min
P10 RN D3 )08 RONN 89N NRT 7190 RmND DNYONA VYN Na9
NYYWI” (x .35 mnw) Y7 RANY 109 YRR Y72 1101 7190 9 ,nYp v
MYIVI WPIIN DY R¥NI RO DY DYIIX NOY DNY N N5 non
MRINIIPY NHORY TWIN MNT AN DYR PN 22991 JVVA K3 .1IPNA VY
mnT PR’ w1 ow Ty, ey Xmaay 8 2% .1on N W My
LDV PIPT PINT MR DRVNY OVN DAY ANTA nwn




Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Barhidbar 5774
3,5 Translation by Dr. Ron Samet

However, this itself needs an explanation. Why'did Bnei
Kehas merit to carry the Aron? Wouldn’t Bnei Gershon, the
kechor, deserve that honor?

The Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh answers that Moshe Rabbeinu,
the son of Amram son of Kehas, brought down the Torah to us.
Based on that merit, the entire Kehas family merited to carry
the primacy of the holy vessels, the Aron housing the Torah.
Thus, we understand why Bnei Kehas took first mention before
Bnei -Gershon in their Avodah - as Bnei Kehas were elevated
in their tasks due to Moshe Rabbeinu's lineage and his role in?

2 Matan Toraseinu.

To gain a better understanding of why Bnei Kehas takes first
place in the Avodas HaMishkan and why Shevet Levi in general
merited to carry the holy Mishkan, we will journey through
several holy seforim and present a beautiful chiddush,
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" The first letters of mw'n pam'y np w5 spell pony

We begin with an incredible insight mentioned by the Chasam

Sofer (Parshas Balak 24:20) but attributed originally to the Vilna

" Gaon (Likutei HaGRA pg 56b). For every positive force in this world,
there is its counter, The national enemy of the Jewish people already

at the time of Moshe Rabbeinu was the nation of Amalek. Amalek

is considered the supreme power among the nations of the world

as it says (Bamidbar 24:20): “pbny o muwne, Shortly after Bnei
Yisrael left Mitzrayim, they fought Yisrael in “gv1287* (Shemos 17:8).

/ Chazal tellus (Sandhed;n_166a) that “@vrnw refers to Klal Yisrael's 2

. ; WIS 10 ar Histae s
‘t ‘weakness in Torah study. Clearly then, Amalek’s power is strong

when Klal Yisrael falters in Torah study.

Within the Jewish nation itself, we also have a supreme Shevet

- the chosen Shevet of Levi. Levi, via his specific descendants,

Kehas, then Amram and Moshe Rabbeinu epitomized greatness

Jn Torah study among the Jewish people at the time. Levi, as the

Ramban (Hilchos Avodas Kochavim 1:3) writes, was designated

» by Yaakov to sit in Yeshiva, learn, and ensure the continuation of
the Mitzvos given to Avraham Avinu. In his words:

bl NN WM, WRT 1Y Y Brramy, nbs s b 1eaN apyey”
ANR A2 Y 238K 1YY RYW 1913 AR ML, BANER e nw own i
S nown RYW 018 mamn

M Kehas, hadhisdescendants, worthyofcarrymgtheAronhousmgthe

.. Torah suggesting a powerful connection to Torah. Amram was labeled

£the Gadol HaDor - the greatest of his generation (Sotah 12a).*And-of

course, who is greater that Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest Navi and

Rebbi who brought down the Torah HaKedosha from heaven. Says

‘the Vilna Gaon : gy ow rwn: Amalek draws his counter force from

/‘J the letters of his name #ny - each letter the beginning of the names in
the great lineage of Levi: nn'p "% nw'n pan'y.

’):\ ®Hence, we can appreciate that when the Jewish people are
strong in Torah learning, we are protected by the Kedusha of
Levi, Kehas, Amram and Moshe. But when we fall weak, Amalek
triumphs. Ultimately, however Amalek will suffer a fatal blow
when they fight with the Yidden, as is hinted in the last letters
of these four names, n'np ™% m'wn v my which spells anm - a
reference to the end of the Pasuk (in Bamidbar 24:20) an»nxy
=38 1y, and Amalek'’s fate will be everlasting destruction.

#

Levi gave his 3 sons names based
on the suffering in Galus Mitzrayim

As a humble servant before his master, I would like to add
a beautiful addition to the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh's holy
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zgxplanation above and with it we will understand why Bnei ™
Kehas, among them Moshe Rabbeinu who gave us the Torah,

« Wwere privileged to carry the Aron on their shoulders. We will
begin with the words of the Holy Shelah in Parshas VaEira
(6:14). He points out an incredible insight. Although Shevet
Levi was not subject to the hard labor in Mitzrayim (as Rashi

. in Shmos 5:4 explains), Levi felt it important to name his three
¢ children, Gershon, Kehas, and Merari specifically to empathize
with the pain of his fellow Yidden in galus Mitzrayim, Here are

a few of his words:

"These are the heads of the households of Reuven, the sons
of Reuven... and the sons of Shimon... and these are the names of
~sons of Levi. Why only by Levi does it say “the names” which -
we don'’t find by Reuven or Shimon. Levi was not subject to
Galus Mitzrayim, but nonetheless wanted to empathize with
“the suffering of the Jewish people. What did he do? He called
‘% his sons names that reflected the Jewish suffering. Gershon
for the Jews were strangers in this land. Kehas alluding to
the breaking and weakening of their teeth, and Merari for the
bitterness they endured. So the Torah explicitly says, these are
the “names” of the sons of Levi.

N From here we learn to always take part in the suffering
of the tzibui even when the suffering would not affect you
personally. In fact, when Hashem spoke to Moshe, He referred
“to himself as _n-'nx 7wK n-"nx- [ will be that I will be - I will
be with them during this galus and will be with them in future
exiles, suggesting that He Himself is always enduring our
suffering with us.”
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What is remarkable about Levi’s decision to name his sons

in accordance with the suffering of the Jewish people is that at amban, commenting on the apparently repetitive_ mention of
the time he named them, the hard labor had not yet started. |t Moshe's growing up, explains that the first phrase refers to
¥ was only after Levi passed that the maywstarted (see Rashi Mashe’s attainment of physical maturity. The second phrase refers to

Moshe's growth in intellectual and spiritual maturity, to his
becoming “a man of understanding."

The Torah proceeds to specify the sign of Moshe’s spiritual
maturity: the fact that he went out to his brothers and saw their
labors. Rashi comments on this phrase that Moshe contemplated their

Rebbi Eliezer Ashkenazi, in his sefer Maasei Hashem (Parshas plight and “applied his eyes and heart to suffer with them.”

VaEira) actually posits that Levi’s zechus of being the progenitor

of Moshe, the redeemer of the Jewish people from Mitzrayim, o
7 was a direct result of his innate empathy. Echoing the word > T e
( of the Shelah HaKadosh, he explains, that Levi saw via Ruac

HaKodesh that his brethren would suffer and felt it necessary
to name his children after the trials and tribulations. His
‘attention to the suffering of the tzibur, when his descendants
would be protected from this agony, merited him the zechus of
being Moshe's forefather.

Shmos 6:16). Hence, Levi's empathy was true and sincere in
(~/ anticipation of the suffering of his fellow Jews.

The mark of a gadol, a person who possesses_greatness anid
maturity, is defined by the Torah in terms of his ability (o |«
concerned with others. The Ribbono Shel Olam is called HaGadol 1l

_ @reat, and Chazal explain this appellation to refer to Hashem's trait
of goodness and kindness. Therein lies His gadlus. The concern that
envelops and permeates all existence is the mark of His unlimited
greatness. Hence He is' HaGadol.

We are exhorted to walk in Hashem’s ways and emulate His ‘

D‘q Moshe Rabbeinu himself was chosen
to be the Redeemer due to his own empathy

With the insight of the Maasei Hashem, I think we can attributes: “As He is called merciful, so, too, should you be merciful”
understand beautifully the Midrash (Shmos Rabba 1:27) that Thus, if Hashem is called HaGadol, we too must strive to emulate
states that Moshe Rabbeinu himself merited to be the redeemer this gadlus. Just as He is concerned with all Creation, so must we
specifically due to his active attention and assistance to those) strive to emulate that all-encompassing concern.

{suffering Yidden. On the Pasuk (Shmos 2:11), onn mma a.-m") ~J Rabbi Shimon Shkop, ztl, in_his preface to Shaarei Yoshor,
‘“"nnﬁng; XM IR 9% K¥M AwR S1an - "And it was in those days, addresses the following paradox. On the one hand, man was created
and Moshe grew up, and he went out to his brethren and saw in with a natural concern for himself and his own personal needs. “Love
their hard work," the Midrash writes: thy neighbor as thyself” is predicated on self-love and self-concern.

And yet, man is exhorted to be concerned with others. Reb Shimon
explains that the key to resolving these seemingly conflicting
concerns lies in the definition of self.

Everyone possesses their “ani” — the essence of their being, As the
Mishnah clearly states in Pirkei Avos (1:14), “If I am not for myself,
who will be for me?” However, the definition of this selfhood can be
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What did Moshe Rabbeinu-see? He saw in their hard labor, SH*Many people feel that their spouses are part and parcel of

and cried, and said, “I pity you. Can I die for you? for there is no themselves — “His wife is like his own body,” say Chazal, Hence

harder work than cement work, and he would place loads on his OQE'S concern for a spousLis 7ig§llltl(‘(l in the natural concern for self.

ﬂ" shoulders to assist others... He would see a heavy load on a small Others extend their self to include their families, still others their

person, and a small load on a larger person, the load fit for a man neighbors. The more one perfects himself, the more his concept of self

on a woman and vice versa, the load of a strong lad on an elderly encompasses. The truly great person feels all Klal Yisrael, indeed the
person... and he would drop everything and assist them.” entire world, as part of his self.

And so, the Mishnah in Avos continues, “7x g myyY "xw —

) when my ani is limited to my individual self alone, what is the value
‘burning bush,sthe Midrash there tells us, Hashem said you of this ani?”

zdropped yourroutine activities and involved yourself with theiry A‘ baby enters this world yvith a clenched fist. After 120 years, part

Hashem took notice and when He spoke to Moshe at the

/" back-breaking work, I too will drop my routine business and( ofv th;;;‘ébar;mtign_?ofgi;i;lr includes the opening of the deceased’s

- - —— hands. A person comes into this world concerned only with his own
ina thorny bush and not a11ntner beeet ipsihi [Rhpiosstiad HOWES - needs and desires. His fist is clenched tight. He is closed unto himself.
SuERed IR Bosl I RRIE) g el e Hafhem As he matures, he slowly opens that fist to reach out to extend his self
to_others, to embrace an entire world in his concern. He must exit this
world with an open hand.

speak to you from the thorny bush. But why did Hashem appear7

-

is with you when you are in difficult straits. By appearing in
a thorny creation, Hashem intimated to Moshe that when Klal
Jisrael was in pain, distraught, and in agony, Hashem also

} suffers with them. Moshe had indeed followed this behavior as 33
well, experiencing and taking part in another’s pain, and thus '
Jmerited to be the redeemer of the Jewish people.

,This outreach of the self is not mere sympathy, but rather a deep \
empathy and total identification. Hence, it requires applying one'gs}

30 To put it all together: Levi's desire to feel and empathize eyes and heart. It necessitates observing, assessing and understandin
with the suffering of other Jews led him to name his children the circums:ances and needs of others. ,
names that identify with Galus Mitzrayim. For this foresight, he But tha: is not sufficient, for once one has assessed his neigh-

merited to be the progenitor of Moshe Rabbeinu, who followed bor’s = h his eyes, he must open his heart to what he
. in his great grandfather’s illustrious example and also took sees — rually experience emotionally the hurt and pain, the
part in the burden of his brethren. These actions directly led fears an2 apprehensions, the joys and satisfaction of one’s extended

Hashem, who is always a part of the Jewish people when they sefr
are afflicted, to appoint Moshe, as his Shliach, to redeem the
Jewish people from their suffering.




3 Shevet Levi merited to sing in the Mikdash

36 |

- Likewise, we know Rabbi Akiva's notorious statement
since they cried on behalf of the Yidden (Toras Kohanim on Vayikrah 19:18), 113 %95 n1v 7ms 197% nanxy
in Galus Mitzrayim “r1ns - loving one’s fellow Jew is one of the greatest principles

X in all of the Torah. Similarly, Hillel HaTzadi
So far we have focused on Bnei Kehas and Moshe 31a) distilled the entire To{ah into “1":10:1;&((::-:?:3!::?:? S
Rabbeinu. However, the Sefas Emes (Likutim Parshas what you don’t want done to you, you should not do to your
Bamidbar) references a Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah. 3:20) - friend. Based on these sources, we can fully understand why -

y y = -
S!ihat gives nearly all of Shevet Levi this empathetic gene. The Xacquisition of Torah, Toras chesed is partially based on Biw:awﬁa"g

Midrash brings down the Pasuk (Tehillim 68:7): p*1'ox N*sm” “ryan oy, The Torah is Chesed at its core and thus demands that

“myawisa - Hashem releases prisoners from their bondage. The p : :
R cont::\ction T T vi s those who learn it excel in the midah of chesed and empathize
¢ Laliedl nERy with others who are suffering.

crying and singing. The Midrash itself claims that the crying
alludes to the crying of Moshe when he was a baby in the basket

® and the crying of the Jewish people as they cried out to heaven;
the singing relates to the ="w? 1y nw at the sea,

With this insight, let's reanalyze the mysterious conversation
between Hashem and Moshe. Moshe asked, Who am I to redeem
the Jewish people? Hashem answers, Because | (Hashem'’s name
11-*-n-K), who is always with the Jewish people in their suffering,

"be taken out of Galus Mitzrayim due to crying and davening ini ) will be with you, you Moshe, who also has always empathized
Gallizs a0 bhe inping Haatwould haphen after 6 Galus, He </ with your brethren. And the sign that I have specifically sent )
ds that it is likely that all the free-from-bondage Leviim took ) -you (and no one else), is that you will bring them the Torah on))
j&z thalaadrolo in crying and davening for the salvation of the entire \Ithis mountain. You have excelled in “rv*an 5y b= New", hence
n

ation. Despite not enduring any suffering themselves, wYou are worthy of acquiring the Torah, and thus you are worthy
Jof redeeming them from Mitzrayim.

24

Sp- 3 Where is the prime description of Shirah - song in the
Torah? Some have learned it from the Pasuk (Bamidbar 7:6),

The Sefas Emes explains that the Jewish people merited to

® Shevet Levi empathized and did all they could to pray on Kial
Yisrael’s behalf. For this, the Sefas Emes suggests, they were
chosen to sing Shirah in the Beis HaMikdash. In his words:

AW B RAATAY ,WIPRn 19a3 2ars 1mwY onbi 19932 15T 1y aRen”

REOW 7Y 1237 e, HRIW? 223 My hanm 17013 1R, Bens ey aee
Suan by smbY J1Pes Annwn Y AR YR R (R0-3 nw) 201 SYon m
ynabhog e os1,mTw moa pRa peEnn, BN PR PR s R DD

And to Bnei Kehas it was not given, for the holy work was
upon them, upon their shoulders they carried (the Mishkan's
vessels). From the fact that it says they shouldered the load,

{ , do we not know that it means they carried it? What does the
b word wweteach us? Rather it means they sang Shira, as we find )
in other places that the word ixwsconnotes singing. Chananya

he nephew of Rebbi Yehoshua said from the Pasuk (Shmos

19:19) Moshe spoke and Hashem answered him with %p-

voice. Hashem commanded Moshe to sing, for he was a Levi.

35 When one considers the Shelah's chiddush about Levi's
empathy, the insight of the Maasei Hashem about Moshe's
sensitivity and caring, and the Sefas Emes' pshat on all of Shevet
( Levi, it becomes apparent that Levi and all his descendants had
,(.a unique ability to mimic Hashem's attribute of nmxs »2:8 wmyp.

:%/ From this Gemara we can suggest that because the Leviim

» shouldered - “ynsa" the burdened of their fellow Yidden and
yere “rvvan vy Yiys Rww”, they merited to sing “ww*” in the Beis
HaMikdash. '

Moshe Rabbeinu merited to bring down the Torah
because of his midah to be “vvan oy Yiya xwn”

We started off the Maamar: referencing an Ohr HaChaim
‘Hakadosh that gave special merit to the Bnei Kehas in carrying
the Aron, the ark of the Torah. Is there any connection between

, the empathetic midah of chesed we described and the right to
be the supporters of the Aron?

With everything we have brought down, it is now easy to
understand why Shevet Levi were chosen to “shoulder the
burden” of the Mishkan and specifically the Aron that housed the
Torah Starting from Levi's empathy when he named his three sons,

g the care and concern by the entire tribe during their heartfelt tefillos
on behalf of Klal Yisrael, and Moshe Rabbeinu'’s direct emulation of
Hashem in the midah of “ran ny Yys Rww, this Shevet excelled in
Toras Chesed and thus were zoche to carry the Arom.

2@ "Moshe saysto Hashem, "Who am I to go to Paroh and take the
- Jewish people out of Mitzrayim? Hashem responds, "Because [
will be with you. And this.is will be the sign that I have sentyou,
when you take the nation out of Mitzrayim, you will serve Me on
o this mountain." Rashi explains, When you asked, by what merit NEY ‘ S 33

. the Jewish people should be redeemed? They will receive the ’ = ———

* Torah on this mountain within months of leaving Mitzrayim." TwyTRtw Y
' NIOKT DLW RIWH SINA AP AT R TON0 N20Ra NNK NONR
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To understand this enigmatic conversation, let us reference
the Mishne in Pirkei Avos (6:6). Among the 48 different
imethods to acquire Torah is the midah of “vvan By Hiya xem” -

‘taking partin another’s squermg The Meforshim wonder what
enduring another’s pain 'has to do with acquiring Torah?
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The Gemara (Sotah 14a) tells us that the beginning of the
Torah relates Hashem'’s chesed (Hashem provided Adam and
Chava with clothing) and the end of the Torah records Hashem's
chesed (Hashem buried Moshe 'Rabbeinu). The Maharal
(Tiferes Yisrael Perek 20) elaborates and claims that the entire

%l‘orah itself is an embodiment of chesed. We are familiar with
the pesukim in Mishlei (31:26) where the Torah is referred to
as 7enm mnand its content mya »»71 mavtsweet and pleasant
(Mlshlel 3:17 ). One must always be aware that the entire
purpose of the Torah is to establish goodness in the world.
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[14] INTERVIEWER One of the forty-eight tools for
acquiring Torah is to master the ability to share the burden of
others. What can I do to acquire this virtue?

RABBI SIMCHA ZISSEL ZIV: “In"order to experience
the suffering of others you need to make mental images. When
someone experiences suffering and pain, make a picture i
vour mind as if that were happening to you. Whatever you
would want other people to do for you in such situations, yo
should do for others. This is how to internalize the trait of -
sharing the burden of others.”

) {Comments Right now take a moment to apply this
exercise. Think of someone you know who is suffering in some
way. Now feel his pain as if it were yours. What would you
want others to do for you? Now do this for that person.]
o

RABBI SIMCHA ZISSEL ZIV: “When someone is ill and
then his health improves, it is customary for people to feel
happy for his improvement and they no longer empathize with
his pain. But this is not the proper attitude. Rather, as long as a
person who was ill or injured has not returned to his original
-strength, one should feel his pain with him. Just as the person2

——

« who is ill still feels slight pain until he is totally recovered, so too
\should we expenence that slight pain. The reason many people
fall to do so is because most people only share someone’s pain
when it is very intense. Therefore, for example, when they hear
that someone’s health is improving, they feel that the person is
‘no longer suffering so terrlbly and cease to thlnk of his pain. It

—_—
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From here we learn that Moshe Rabbeinu used the midah of
“yav3n By 513 Rww'when he led the fight against Amalek. As we
learned before, Amalek attacked because Klal Yisrael became
weak in Torah study. So Moshe Rabbeinu had to strengthen

. is a virtue to make a concerted effort to experience even the
>}\5m1nor suffering of others. When you make this effort, you will
master this trait and experience the pain of others, no matter
how slight.”
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The ultimate method to beat Amalek

Let us end with a Gemara that will reveal the wonder of
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the Jewish people by calling their attention to reacquiring
Torah. What better wav to acauire Torah' then by honmg N

o

“in.on one of those 48 methods, namely being oy Yiya X'
“vpan. When Klal Yisrael saw Moshe Rabbeinu’s action, and
strengthened themselves in the traits of wn o1y ;anp MY, they
were able to defeat pbny. May we be zoche to acquire all the
‘113 nup) iinaw n” and thereby be ready for the holy Yom
Tov of Shavuous, 1wn=in yn yar.
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Hashem'’s Torah. The Gemara in Taanis (11a) discusses the
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importance of taking part in the suffering of others:

%The Rabbis learned when Klal Yisrael is suffering and one
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separates from them, two angels come and put their hands
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on his head and say, this person who separated from the Klal
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will not see in the comfort of the Klal. Another Braissa learns,
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when the Klal is suffering, one should not leave and say, I will go

Emy'! MM oW KT JTIW wpnn ponm .nara mab owan

home, eat, and drink and (ignore the plight of the others), for if
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\ he does so, Hashem will not forgive him,

~ Rather a person should experience the suffering of the
Klal as we see from Moshe Rabbeinu, whom the Torah tells
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us (Shmos 17:12), And Moshe's hands were very heavy, and
they took hard rocks and placed them under him and he sat
on them. Did Moshe not have a soft pillow or blanket to sit
on? Rather Moshe said, Since the Jewish people are suffering, I
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too will be with them in their suffering. And, thus, anyone who
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joins in the suffering of the Klal, will merit and experience their
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redemption and comfort.”
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