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Josephus Flavius, The Jewish War, Book 3, Chapter 8

He put a secret prayer to G-d and said: “Since it pleases you, who have created the Jewish
nation, to depress the same, and since all their good fortune (tyche) is gone over to the
Romans, and since you have choice of this soul of mine to foretell what is to come to pass
hereafter, I willingly give them my hands, and am content to live. And I protest openly
that I do not go over to the Romans as a deserter of the Jews, but as a minister from you.”
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Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, “Sacred and Profane” in Shiurei HaRav

And this was, in effect, the revolutionary message of Rabbi Akiva, who urged his people
to revolt against the Romans. The concept of a slow historical process that was so popular
among the peoples who lived under the influence of Greek philosophy, the endless
morphological evolution from matter into form, from a lower to a higher eidetic stage,
carries weight and significance so far as time is lived through quantitatively. Then the
forces of history move with an extremely slow pace; years, decades, and centuries are
nothing but drops of the sea in eternity. What does a century mean in geological
evolution? A nation, not comprehending the Janus face of time or the alternatives that
time proffers, may be subject to the same laws and regulations of the cosmic process in
nature. Under the aspect of Minyan Hashanim, “quantitative years,” any rebellion is an a
priori doomed to a stillbirth. If man leaves his fate to the principle of blind, mechanical
casualty and circumstantial determination, he can never attain salvation and redemption.
Ketz is nonexistent for him as chaos and confusion are precluded in the realm of nature.

The Jews have inherited from Abraham the alternative to Minyan Hashanim. The
prophecy of the “generations” challenges man not to live in time but to mold it, to give
to the indifferent chronos new aspects and a new interpretation. Time is computed
according to man’s own creativity and self- determination. All laws of immutable and
unalterable casualty fail if man participates in the mysterious unfolding of the chronos.
A qualitative time experience enables a nation to span a distance of hundreds and
thousands of years in but a few moments. To consider time from the aspect of Mispar
Hadoros, of the “generations” which live in it, entails the mystery of Ketz-Ge ula.

If the idea of a Bar Kokhba revolt is not ripe, continued Rabbi Akiva, then we can never
achieve the realization of Ketz. If Ketz is possible, then quantitative measurements of time
are irrelevant and nonexistent. In the seventy years from the destruction of the Temple
until the outbreak of Bar Kokhba upheaval, the Jewish people may have lived through an
endless continuum of time, he concluded. “Vehu HaKetz.” And then will be your
Redemption!



