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Judicious Journeys
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PARASHAS BECHUKOSAI

/3) fyou will follow My decrees and observe My commandments and perform them; 4 th?n 1 wz:ll
' provide your rains in their time, and the land will give its produce and the tree of the field 'wlll
give its fruit.  Your threshing will last until the vintage, and the vintage will last until the sowing;
you will eat your bread to satiety and you will dwell securely in your land.

6 ] will provide peace in the land, and you will lie down with none to frighten you; I will cause
wild beasts to withdraw from the land, and a sword will not cross your land. 7 You will pursue
your enemies; and they will fall before you by the sword. ® Five of you will pursue a hundred,
and a hundred of you will pursue ten thousand; and your enemies will fall before you by the
sword. ° [ will turn My attention to you, I will make you fruitful and increase you; and I will
establish My covenant with you.

10 You will eat very old grain and remouve the old to make way for the new. ' | will place

ny
?3. 13%n wnpna=ax — If you will follow My decrees. The verse
_ contains three phrases that seem to be repetitious. Their
combined meaning is as follows: If you will follow My decrees
by engaging in intensive Torah study, with the intention that
such study will lead you to observe My commandments
properly, and, if you actually do perform them, you will merit
the blessings given in the following verses (Rashi; Sifra).

My Sanctuary among you; and 'My Spirit will not reject you. 821 will walk amé;zé :you, Twill be
God unto you and you will be a people unto Me. 13 | am HASHEM, your God, Who took you out

R =N op a9 npna nw1o

184 EINEI YISROEL

Y o e e
71907 WY Inm R minnb B [N
R 1EH MEIPA IRYa M >, &
021 ,0°Pm YR 771nw R wy bw
DRI 12°%3 5w Py 1b miminb xa
1132 ,712°%0 Yw Pwb amina iy e
BINR TN (0,1 nnw) TR 7B
NR D% hYTIM DI NRY B°phn DX
SIWY? VR TWYRT DX 72 199 1190

112 020903 P e arv1 2
) Sip=te — L

ASHI STATES THAT THE ABOVE possuk means, “0'7y vnnw

R N2 - If you toil in the study of Torah,” and should not be ™
ynderstood according to its plain meaning, that “one should fulfill
_the precepts of the Torah.” This must be so, Rashi explains, because
__fulfillment of the precepts is the subject of the subsequent phrase, “If
you guard My precepts” Therefore, “If you walk in My paths,” must be

a reference to the study of Torah.

~ dtis troublesome, however, that this phrase seems not to contain
even the slightest hint to being ameilim BaTorah. Just because we have

negated the possibility that it is referring to kiyum ha’mitzvos, how are

we to know that the phrase is alluding to Torah study without some
clue that this is the intention?

Born to toil
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 99b) says that everyone comes into this

"'p world to toil. 791 PY% OIX - A man was born to toil” (Iyov 5:7). No

person can escape this decree. Human existence necessarily involves
struggle and effort. Even a person with enormous wealth will encoun-

- ter elements of struggle and striving in his life, and will have to work

diligently in order to succeed.
Y P

» The Gemara continues:

[Rebbi Elazar said:] It is not evident to me whether [man] was cre-
ated for verbal toil, or physical toil. Since it is written, “¥2y 7% *3
W18 — For [the need of | his mouth compels him [to struggle]” (Mishlei
16:26), I may conclude that [man] was created for verbal toil. Still it is
inot evident to me whether [man] was created for the toil of Torah or }
for the toil of conversation. Since it is written, “711 77717 100 WY XY
198 - This Torah scroll shall not depart from your mouth” (Yehoshua
1:8), I may conclude that [man] was created for the toil of Torah.

The phrasing of the Gemara suggests that there exists a genuiné doubt
as to the nature of the toil for which man was created. This is mystify-
ing. Surely, Chazal could never have entertained the possibility that

the ultimate purpose of man is anything other than amal HaTorah. It

is clear from all of Tanach, that the highest occupation of mankind
is the diligent study of Torah. If so, how do we understand the doubt
expressed by the Gemara?

Rebbi Akiva and Pappus ben Yehudah

The Gemara (Brachos 61b) mentions a conversation between Rebbi
Akiva and Pappus ben Yehudah, who were both captured by the Ro-
mans and sentenced to death. Pappus had previously criticized Rebbi
Akiva for endangering his life by defying the Roman decree against
the public study of Torah. Now that both men shared the same plight,
Pappus recognized Rebbi Akiva’s greatness. “I was arrested for the
most foolish, worthless offence, yet you have been arrested for teach-
ing Torah to Klal Yisroel. Praiseworthy are you, Rebbi Akiva, for you
were caught teaching Torah.” Although they were both about to suf-

*})fer, Rebbi Akiva’s suffering would have an element of great sublimity

and purpose. The pain would point to the greatness of his life, but for
Pappus, it would signify nothing of value.

€ It is this recognition of the value of toil which Rebbi Elazar is
discussing. Every individual chooses for himself the path in which



()

he will toil.«The outcome of his dec1sxon depends upon his personal
resolve to work towards the higher purpose.
* Every person who comes into this world has to contend with the
reality of having to make an effort in order to advance in life. It is
up to each individual to take that struggle and focus it upon what is
important to him and to decide in which direction he will direct his
efforts. One person will settle for the toil of physical labor, and another
will be drawn to the toil of the mind.
~~ Even the value of mental toil is dependent on various factors. The
eternal value of one’s toil is dependent upon its being used for Torah.
Ifa person labors in this world using his great intelligence for empty,
vain pursuits, then his efforts are of little value.

® Most people are acquainted with the type of person who is witty
and intelligent and who possesses great potential. Yet unfortunately,
he uses his talents to provoke laughter with his sharp retorts and keen
observations, even pokmg fun at the most important people. Such a
person may be popular or influential, but this is only because of the
gift of intelligence that HaKadosh Baruch Hu has bestowed upon him.
Tragically, he has chosen to squander his considerable gifts.

In contrast, one who has decided that the only worthwhile pursuit
is to invest in the unseen, yet eternal elements of life, may reach the
point where he sets aside worldly vanities, and uses his intelligence

for the pursuit of Torah. Then he begins to fulfill the purpose for
. which mankind was created, and his toil is imbued with great mean-\
Jng. Thus, when Chazal said, “It is not evident to me;” as in the above
\_ quote, they were speaking of the individual man who comes to this >
world undecided as to which path to pursue. The true interpretation
of the possukim was never in doubt.

This is the challenge of “12%n *mjpma oX - If you walk in My statutes”
The very act of choosing a particular path, is to make the decision as
to where he intends to apply his efforts and his toil. If one chooses to
walk in the path of Torah, then the direction of onés toil will be dili-
gence in Torah study. His ameilus, his effort, will be directed towards
Torah, the purpose of all Creation.
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Exercising Zeal in the performance of a mitzvah
is_an indication of our attitude. If we throw ourselves
into it forthwith, without a moment to lose, it showE
that we are truly eager to serve Hashem. But if our
serformance is sluggish and lackadaisical, crammed
into a stray spare moment, it does not express _great
love for Hashem and His commandments. What it
does show, though, was that we did not consider the
mitzvah to be top priority.
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Yet we did do it — eventually. Does it really matter
all that much if we did not do it posthaste?

STt does. When it comes to a nitzvah, everything
matters. The finished article is the direct product of
what we put in to it. How it will look — shoddy or
elégant — depends on the sum total of our perfor-
mance. If we are Zealous, we will give our mitzvot an
important extra edge by bringing them forward. "
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nd this relates to the fulfillment of all com-
mandments. When he learns Torah it should Ine with
ireat desire, with enormous energy and enthugiasm, )
a

We can learn from the inspiring words of the
Arizal in Shaar HaMitzvot (p. 1-2) about how to
perform Hashem’s commandments with love and

- s if he is standing before a king and serving him with
eal.

reat enthusiasm, in order to find favor in his eyes and

He writes that when we fulfill a mitzoah, it is not receive from him increased great advantages.”
enough to simply do it and be done with it; there
should be something more involved. As our Sages
teach us, the reward for mitzvot is immense, .includ-

. ing many blessings and long life. And yet, we often
 see that while people do fulfill various, command-*
ments, they do not seem to be reaping the reward our

Sages promised, not even in this world.

Why is this so?

* Unfortunately, our grasp of the value of money
may be greater than our grasp of the value of mitzuot.
The Arizal tells us to adjust our attitude, and rejoice at
the gain of every mitzvah as we would at the gain of

~every million. When we have to go pick up a check,
we vyould never sigh and try to stall. There is a smile
«on our face and a bounce in our step,-and we cannot
wait to get there. The same should be true of our

approach to every mitzvah we are lucky enough to
perform. i

A& The Arizal explains: “However, the root on which
all rests is that while doing a mitzvah one should not
think that it is a great burden for him, and hurry to
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discharge it. Instead, one should think with his intel-
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lect that it is as if when he fulfills that mitzvah, hg.
earns a million gold dinars, and he rejoices when he
does that mitzvah with an unbounded joy, heart and
soul, and with great desire, as if he is literally being’
given a million gold dinars when he does that mitz-
vah. And this is the meaning of the verse ‘Because’
you did not serve Hashem your God with joy and good
heart, etc.” One day Rav Bruna said the blessing Ga’al
Yisrael immediately before Shemoneh Esre, and he
’\éiid not stop ‘smiling the entire day. And this shows

that the faith of his trust in the Creator, blessed be He
4vas to the fullest extent, greater than if the reward had
actually been ready before him. And in keeping with
the sincere greatness of his Joy and his internal good
heart, so will he merit to receive Heavenly Light. And
if he is consistent in this, there is no doubt that the
Divine Spirit will rest upon him. '
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The Torah uses the word walking (holeich) for toiling in Toral

study. Why? The Ohr Hachaim explains that there is :
qualitative difference between a human being and an angel. An
“angel is holy but can never grow. An angel is called an omeia,
- “one who stands still.” Human beings, in contrast, have the
capacity and ability to grow and become bigger and better. They

are holchim, they move. This is most expressed in toiling in Torah.

When people want to upgrade their physical health, they'work

out in the gym. It looks like they are expending lots of effort and
wearing themselves out. But ultimately this action engenders
renewed energy and fitness for the body to perform its other
tasks. Toiling in Torah is somewhat similar. Yes, much mental
and emotional energy is harnessed, utilized, and invested, but
it provides strength and the wherewithal to perform the other
mitzvos. Toiling in the study of Torah is referred to as “walki\ng”

because it enables us to reach new levels and it facilitates many
more mitzvah actions.

\11 You MUST TOIL IN TORAH. (Rashi, ibid.)

How did Chazal make the connection between the instruction to “walk in
My statutes” and toiling in Torah?

“Walking” refers to the mobile state that characterizes human beings. An-

gels are referred to as “standing,” since, lacking any free choice and the possi-
bility of overcoming trials, they are constantly in a static situation. They serve
the Creator today the same way that they served Him yesterday.

i. Human beings, on the other hand, “walk” — they are in a constant state of

motion. By using free choice to overcome their natural tendencies, they be-
come spiritually elevated, reaching ever-higher levels of avodas Hashem. Every
day, we either come closer to Hashem or become further removed from Him.

¥ Only if we actively toil in Torah and avodas hamiddos can we prevent a down-
ward spiral in our spiritual state,

The main difference between ‘the person who toils in Torah and he who
does not is that the former overcomes trials. Both learn Torah, but the one who
toils does so by overcoming difficulties, and not by merely learning when it is
convenient and easy. He exetts tremendous effort to acquire the Torah.

If someone studies Torah without toiling in it, then just like yesterday he
limited himself to what came easily to him based on his nature, so will he do
the same today. If he encounters difficulties, he will abandon his studies. Only
someone who toils in Torah is considered to be “walking,” because only he is

-’;{ﬁnstanﬂy overcoming trials and difficulties, thereby elevating his neshamah
and coming closer to the Creator.
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“l should be called Adam,” he replied very wi;ély,
“because. | was taken from the earth [which is called
adamah].”

Where exactly did the Midrash see Adam’s great wisdom
in this response? How does the connection between Adam
and adamabh reflect on the essence of the human being?

4 The Alter of Slobodka explains.that_an Adam, a human
being, is indeed essentially like the adamah,; the ground. You
Put things in the ground and they grow. You work, hoe, till,
fertilize, prune, harvest and plant again. That's the nature of

the ground. A human being is the same, His whole life is a

ontinuous cycle of effort and growth, a constant battle that
never ends. . \ : :
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A Unified Perspective .
But for the person who is completely committed to the study of"forah,

there is only one world, a unified laboratory for the fulfillment and-.

Rractice of the principles of the Torah. All aspects of 1ifé find their

place within the greater structure of Torah. S e
"~/ The business world is transformed into a living expression of the
Talmudic tractates Bava Basra and Bava Metzia and their commentar-
ies, Every possible scenario is subject to analysis, and the appropriate
action to be taken in each case depends on the logic of the various
sages and halachic authorities. Indeed, the slightest difference of
opinion amongst thé great commentaries generally leads to some

practical difference as to how the situation should be treated. A mind
filled with Torah will therefore view the world through the lens of
these opinions, and see the logic of these facets of Torah come to life
before his very eyes.
*Consider a large marketplace: “‘0*n7 MXIN2 71 %107 170K - I shall
walk before Hashem in the lands of the living’ (Tehillim 116:9), these
are the marketplaces” (Yorma 71a). People at all times and in all places
make continuous transactions; buying and selling food, clothing,
services, and generally being concerned with the many aspects of
ay t ife. es. however. is not merely

theimundane workings of commercial transactions, but rather an

conduct. Theé purchase of food becomes a study in the laws of bless-
ings, terumah, and tithes. Its preparation and consumption involves
the application of the principles of kashrus and the character-building

» qualities of self-control. Even the purchase of clothing finds its righ'tr-

ful place in the world of Torah. A concern for modesty and respect,
along with avoiding blends of wool and linen, shaatnez, accompany
any purchase.

©Time must also be uséd and organized in a certain way. The Torah
gives us clear guidelines as to how to apportion our time in order to’
fulfill our various responsibilities. Our spouses and children require
a cextain portion of our day, as do our commitments to employers,
empl(;}ees:'study partners, and the whole range of mitzvos bein adam
laMakom, the commandments that man must perform for God.
~/ Every aspect of our lives is governed by the guidelines of Torah.
Even one’s eyes must conform to the requirements of modesty, and
one’s thoughts to a proper Torah outlo i ing in the
world that does not find its place in Torah.

o

As we have mentioned, Parshas Vayeitzei is an uninterrupted
parshah, since it is a story of a continual process of transformation;
not just the transformation of Yaakov as an individual, but indeed,
his transformation into the nation of Israel, and with it, the transfor-
mation of the entire world. Yaakov’s world, and the community he
brought into it, reached a level of spirituality higher than that of the
angels. Indeed, when he experienced the vision of the ladder extend- )
ing to Heaven, the Torah states “The angels of God were ascending <
and descending on it,” and they saw at the top of the ladder the image,/
of Yaakov engraved on the Throne of Glory.” This does not mean

~ that there were two Yaakov Avinus, one Above and one below. What

this means is that Yaakov and the Throne of Glory exist in the same
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place. ‘V\Lherever Yaakov Avinu went, he took the Throne of Qlory,

* the ultimate level of spirituality with him, which was reflected in the

way he approached every aspect of the world. Every Jew, according
to his personal level, should agpire to this type of elevated existence.
The circumstances of each person’s life must be utilized to this end.
Whether one has the opportunity to dedicate his days and nights
wholly to the study of the holy Torah, or is involved in the wider beis

“'}‘midrash of the world, the goal is never to lose oné’s focus on the pre-

cepts of the Torah, its maxims, and its guidance. The outside world
is full of all the many manifestations of Lavan and Eisav, and it takes
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T IIRg Py X "'li;!'p[:l:;l ox" — This is what [our verse] means to say here: "yipna oy, i.e,, if you

engage in Torah study,
be not for the sake of reward in this world,

iy oty mbank & ny poya nanya min — let your motive in this endeavor
m3 mYrnt na Xim — which is the lot of the class of
people who “grasp [Torah] with their left hand.”

1390 K% — Rather, 130, you shall walk, that

istosay:  1hbyn nbivh wbnwa tbynb nanms min — Let your motive in studying Torah be for the

reward you will receive when you go (“walk”) to the Upper World,

oI N2 NuT) — which is S

the lot of the class of people who “grasp Torah with their right hand.” Put your full effort into Torah”

study to ensure that you remain among that group.
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51. Like a person who uses his “right” hand — mean-
ing, his stronger hand — to perform a task (Rashi,
Shabbos 63a prmmb i1 88b Dwnwnb 1+ see also
Cheifetz Hashem, Shabbos 88b).
52, Since life on this world is temporary, true “length of
days” does not exist here. The reward in Olam Haba,
though, lasts for eternity, and thus its days are truly

long (see Kiddushin 39b).
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