The Message and Meaning of Pesach Today

Rabbi Ari Berman
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L. Seder Night After the Hurban

What makes this night different from all [other] nights?

On all nights we need not dip even once, on this night we
do so twice!

On all nights we eat chametz or matzah, and on this night
only matzah.

On all nights we eat any kind of vegetables, and on this
night maror!

On all nights we eat sitting upright or reclining, and on
this night we all recline!

We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and the L-rd, our G-
d, took us out from there with a strong hand and with an
outstretched arm. If the Holy One, blessed be He, had not taken
our fathers out of Egypt, then we, our children and our children's
children would have remained enslaved to Pharaoh in Egypt. Even
if all of us were wise, all of us understanding, all of us knowing
the Torah, we would still be obligated to discuss the exodus from
Egypt; and everyone who discusses the exodus from Egypt at
length is praiseworthy.

It happened that Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi

Elazar ben Azaryah,Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Tarphon were
reclining [at a seder] in B'nei Berak. They were discussing the

exodus from Egypt all that night, until their students came and told

them: "Our Masters! The time has come for reciting the morning
Shema!"

Rabbi Eleazar ben Azaryah said: "I am like a man of
seventy years old, yet I did not succeed in proving that the exodus
from Egypt must be mentioned at night-until Ben Zoma explained
it: "It is said, "That you may remember the day you left Egypt all
the days of your life;' now “the days of your life' refers to the days,
[and the additional word] *all' indicates the inclusion of the
nights!"
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Every man is obligated to study the laws of Pesach all night
whether he is sitting with his son, alone by himself or with his
students.

It happened that Rabban Gamliel and the elders were reclining
in the House of Baitus ben Zonin in Lod and they studied the
laws of Pesach all night until the morning arrived (the rooster
crowed). They removed (their table) from before them and
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went to the bet midrash.

I1. Mah Nishtanah: Variants and Revisions

They pour a second cup [of wine] for him. And here the son questions his
father. And if the son has insufficient understanding [to question], his
father teaches him [to ask]:

Why is this night different from all [other] nights?

On all [other] nights, we eat leavened and unleavened bread,
[but] on this night, [we eat] only unleavened bread.

On all [other] nights, we eat all kinds of vegetables,

[but] on this night, [we eat only] bitter herbs.

On all [other] nights, we eat meat roasted, stewed or boiled,
[but] on this night, [we eat] only roasted [meat].

On all [other] nights, we dip [vegetables] once,

[but] on this night, we dip [vegetables] twice.

And according to the son's intelligence, his father instructs him. He
beings [answering the questions] with [the account of Israel’s] shame and
concludes with [Israel’s] glory, and expounds from “My father was a
wandering Aramean” until he completes the whole passage.

Rabban Gamliel (used to say) said: Whoever does not mentioned these
three things on Passover does not discharge his duty, and these are they:
the Passover-offering, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs. [The]
Passover-offering [is offered] because the Omnipresent One passed over
the houses of our ancestors in Egypt. Unleavened bread [is eaten] because
our ancestors were redeemed from Egypt. [The] bitter herb is [eaten]
because the Egyptians embittered the lives of our ancestors in Egypt.

In every generation a person must regard himself as though he personally
had gone out of Egypt, as it is said:“And you shall tell your son in that
day, saying: ‘It is because of what the Lord did for me when I came forth
out of Egypt.””Therefore it is our duty to thank, praise, laud, glorify,
exalt, honor, bless, extol, and adore Him Who performed all these
miracles for our ancestors and us; He brought us forth from bondage into
freedom, from sorrow into joy, from mourning into festivity, from
darkness into great light, and from servitude into redemption. Therefore
let us say before Him, Hallelujah!
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III. Karbon Pesah after the Hurban
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IV.  The Shifting Notion of Freedom

11) Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Preface to Theodicy: Essays on the Goodness of God, the Freedom of Man and the
Origin of Evil, Trans. by E.M. Huggard

There are two famous labyrinths where our reason very often goes astray: one concerns the great question of the Free and the
Necessary, above all in the production and the origin of Evil; the other consists in the discussion of continuity and of the
indivisibles which appear to be the elements thereof, and where the consideration of the infinite must enter in. The first perplexes
almost all the human race, the other exercises philosophers only. I shall have perchance at another time an opportunity to declare
myself on the second, and to point out that, for lack of a true conception of the nature of substance and matter, people have taken
up false positions leading to insurmountable difficulties, difficulties which should properly be applied to the overthrow of these
very positions. But if the knowledge of continuity is important for speculative enquiry, that of necessity is none the less so for
practical application; and it, together with the questions therewith connected, to wit, the freedom of man and the justice of God,
forms the object of this treatise.
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