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Camus, Albert (1913- 1960) — On the Absurd (R.Wilkinson)

Absurdity is a feeling which arises from the confrontation of the world, which is irrational, with

the hopeless but profound human desire to make sense of our condition. ...
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R. Soloveitchik, Fate & Destiny, p.11
It is true you will never understand the secret of “why,” you will never comprehend the cause or
telos of suffering. But there is one thing you are obliged to know: the principle of mending one’s
afflictions.
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Nathan ILopes Cardozo, “Could coronavirus be a blessing?”

We tell ourselves that we’re fine, that we have almost everything under control, and that we’re
close to becoming the masters of the universe. One more step, a bit more patience, and we’ll be
there: absolute certainty; absolute security; absolute health.

Now, to our utmost dread, we have fallen into the hands of one tiny virus that forces us to our
knees, causing us not only to be aware that we’ve lost our certainty, but to realize that we never
had it to begin with! ... ...

We suddenly become aware that life is a gift that is unearned and it may be a little dangerous to
feel too much at home in this world. We are offered the chance to make a distinction between
the vital and the futile; the trivial and the important; ...
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Rabbi Sacks on the Coronavirus Pandemic
We’re all part of circles. There’s a narrow circle of family, then community, then society, then
nation, then the larger family of nations. There are ranges of circles but, right now, I don’t know
when we’ve been more embraced, every one of us in a vital and personal way with this huge circle
of humanity. I don’t know when all the countries of the world have simultaneously faced the
same danger. Just three or four weeks ago we could say this is happening to someone else
somewhere else, a half a world away. All of a sudden, it’s now affecting every one of us. So, I
think that that physical isolation is nonetheless going to go hand-in-hand with emotional and
even moral sense of solidarity. ...

And we are going to come through this with young people, and every single individual who lives
through it feeling a much stronger sense of identification with others, a much stronger
commitment to helping others who need help. This, in a tragic way, is probably the lesson we
needed as a nation, and as a world. ...

Our present situation leads us to] a revelation of the inescapably interlinked nature of our
humanity, the covenant of human solidarity, the thing that makes each of us not only an I, but

part of the greater human we.
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Larry Brilliant, WIRED, Mar. 19, 2020
Is there in anv wav to see a brighter side to this?

Well, I'm a scientist, but I'm also a person of faith. And I can't ever look at something
without asking the question of isn't there a higher power that in some way will help us to

be the best version of ourselves that we could be? I thought we would see the equivalent
of empty streets in the civic arena, but the amount of civic engagement is greater than
I've ever seen. But I'm seeing young kids, millennials, who are volunteering to go take
groceries to people who are homebound, elderly. I'm secing an incredible influx of
nurses, heroic nurses, who are coming and working many more hours than they worked
before, doctors who featlessly go into the hospital to work. I've never seen the kind of
volunteerism I'm seeing.

What we learn in times of pestilence:
that there are more things to admire in men than to despise.
—Camus (The Plague)

I don't want to pretend that this is an exercise worth going through in order to get to that
state. This is a really unprecedented and difficult time that will test us. When we do get
through it, maybe like the Second World War, it will cause us to reexamine what has
caused the fractional division we have in this country. The virus is an equal opportunity
infector. And it’s probably the way we would be better if we saw ourselves that way,

which is much more alike than different.
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“Levinas’s Path to the Ethical Relation,” Mois Navon

The path to the ethical relation is one that begins with the realization that I am not alone, that
there is an “other.” This realization brings me, naturally, to try to understand the other; and in so
doing, I am able to empathize with him. This approach, however, is not only limited in value, but
leads to a slippery slope wherein I start by making “other” in to “same” — i.e., he is the same as
me — and I end by considering him an object in my world, my totality. This approach then leads
to precisely the opposite of the ethical relation, for there is a fine line between totality and
totalitarian. That is, once I have understood the other according to my conceptualizations, I have
“grasped him,” I have turned him into an object and, as a result, there is little stopping me from
moving to control him as my possession.

Having reached the limits of the empathy approach, I am now in a position to appreciate
Levinas’s path to the ethical relation — a path that has at its foundations the realization that not
only am I not alone, but my very existence has meaning only because there exists an “other.”

The Levinas approach, in contradistinction to the empathy approach, demands that I cease trying
to understand the other as a being the “same” as me, and rather strive to understand the other as
a being infinitely “othet” than me.

... I'strive not to understand him as part of my totality but rather, just the opposite, I strive to
transcend myself and relate to him in his infinite alterity.

“To recognize the Other is to recognize a hunger. To recognize the Other is to give.” This
“recognition” does not simply consist of my noticing the Other’s hunger, but of “recognizing” —
in the imperative sense — that I must feed him. For Levinas, I must transcend myself — my own
egocentric needs and desires — and fulfill those of the Other.

It is only thus, in this transcendent relation, that I will have achieved the ethical relation with the
other. Appropriately, Levinas calls this relationship: “religious.”
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Viktor Frankl, Man’s Search for Meaning, “Logotherapy in a Nutshell,” p. 135
We must never forget that we may also find meaning in life even when faced with a

hopeless situation ... When we are no longer able to change a situation ... we are

challenged to change ourselves.
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