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2°lﬂow you shall command the Children of Israel that they shall take for you pure, pressed

olive oil for illumination, to kindle the lamp continually. 2! In the Tent of Meeting, outside
the Partition that is near the Testimonial-tablets, Aaron and his sons shall arrange it from
evening until morning, before HASHEM, an eternal decree for their generations, from the Children

of Israel.

lBn'ng near to yourself Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the Children
of Israel — Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Elazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron — to minister
to Me. 2 You shall make vestments of sanctity for Aaron your brother, for glory and splendor,
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PURIM AND ITS PRACTICES / 53
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4. Purim is a day dedicated to giving szedakah, charity, and
helping the poor, who may be embarrassed to sk Tor
money. When the poor put on disguises so that they cannot
be recognized, it is easier for them to request and receive

A tzedakah.

—

(Rabbi Shmuel Gelbard, Rite and Reason (Otzar Taamei
HaMinhagim), p. 455)
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- 2. n¥en' asb — For glory and splendor. The vestments
were to honor the Kohanim, for these garments were similar
to the garb of royalty (Ramban). According to Sforno, the
vestments were for the glory of God and to lend splendor to
the Kohen Gadol as the teacher of the nation, so that he
would be revered by the tribes, whose names he bore on his
breast and shoulders (see below).

Glory accrues to a person even because of God-given
abilities, while splendor refers to the regard he has earned
through his own accomplishments. The vestments signified
both: the glory that was due the Kohanim as a result of their
appointment as ministers of the Tabernacle service, and the
spiritual splendor that would result from their own efforts
(Malbim). PN
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5. We dress up in commemoration of the many wardrobes,
disguises, and mistaken identities depicted in the Megillah
that contributed to the manifestation of the Purim miracle,
including, but not limited to:

e Esther not revealing her ancestry.

* Mordechai hiding the fact that he knew seventy
languages from Bigsan and Seresh.

* Mordechai tearing his clothing and putting on
sackcloth.

*  Esther sending Mordechai clothing to change out of the
sackcloth.

e Esther donning her royal robes to enter the throne room.

*  Haman dressing Mordechai in royal robes to be paraded
through the streets.

e Haman’s daughter pouring refuse on her father’s head
when she mistook Haman for Mordechai in the parade,
because Haman was wearing servants’ clothing and
Mordechai was wearing the royal robes.

¢  Eliyahu HaNavi disguising himself as Charvonah and
recommending to Achashveirosh that Haman be hanged
on the gallows prepared for Mordechai.

*  Mordechai being clothed in royal robes when he was
promoted following Haman’s demise.

* The Jews beix;g' clothed in the Shechinah when they

reaccepted the Torah on Purim.

* Hashem “hiding His face” during Purim, cé.using the
mairacle to occur in a hidden manner.

(Rabbi Shmuel Gelbard, Rite and Reason [Otzar Taamei

ﬁ HaMinhagim), pp. 455-456)

- s -

8. We dress up because the fun of doing so adds to the simchah
of the day.’

(Ibid., 4:12)

=
iy Whilesomeholdthattheminhagistodressupasgoyim, manyholdthatitisbetter
to dress in a distinguished manner in commemoration of Mordechai being
dressed in royal robes. Many also recommended that it is best to dress up like

tzaddikim (Rav Zvi Cohen, Purim V’Chodesh Adar, citing Maor VaShemesh,
Eliyabu Rabbah, and the Klausenberger Rebbe).

19
2. When Chazal inqufre (Chullin7139b) as to where there is

a hint to Purim in the Torah, they answer that the passuk,
"5 RN 7 58 — “And I [Hashem] will surely hide My
o face” (Devarim 31:18) refers to Pufim. Purim represents
(the first time that the Jews reognized that Hashem

would “hide His face” by no lotlger performing the overt
supernatural miracles that werd commonplace in the era

prior to the destruction of the First Beis HaMikdash. Since

the destruction, Hashem is constantly involved behind
*,the scenes, manipulating seemingly natural events and
* performing hidden miracles.

¢ In view of the fact that the Purim miracle came about .

through Hashem'’s hidden face, we similarly hide our faces

on Purim by donning disguises.
(Rabbi Shmuel Gelbard, Rite and Reason [Otzar Taamei
HaMinhagim), p. 455)
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Megillah — to recognize »N even at a time of hester ponim,
the name Purim was chosen so as to highlight Hashem’s mas-
tery over the world, even when things look bleak and even
aver “chance” lots!

In the course of the Megillah, the narrative is referred to
as a letter nNyn nNn »a7 (Esther 9:26). Often, a letter reports
on random and humdrum matters but in this case, although
supetficially it also resembles a letter, stringing together casual
events, a closer look at this communication will reveal its true
purpose. The Megillah was written to record the concealed
hand of Hashem manipulating incidéntal links to form the
chain of our survival. )

With this in mind, we can now understand why Megillas
Esther is so-called, with Mordechai’s contribution ignored.
The answer is that Megillas Esther is not referring to the per-

Y

7. The ]éwish people descend from Yaakov, and Haman
descends from Amalek, the grandson of Eisav. Amalek’s
{h@tred of the Jews stems from Yaakov having “stolen” _)

Eisav’s berachah, when he dressed up as Eisav and tricked
their father, Yitzchak, into giving him the berachah (see D)
Bereishis 27:41), As Purim represents a pivotal battle in the
consequential eternal strugele between the descendants of
Yaakov and the descendant of Eisav, we dress up as Yaakov
did to demonstrate that Yaakovs actions in tricking his
father to obtain the berachah were not in fact sinful, but
*appropriate in that instance in order to receive the berachah
that was rightfully his. History has shown that the berachah
truly belongs to the Jews, as they have carried on the moral
torch of Yitzchak, while Amalek has brought only decadence
to the world.
(Rav Zvi Cohen, Purim V'Chodesh Adar 10:6)

- b,

7 son of Queen Esther, but it means anpnn »9 — a book that ) 7
DRI T e,

? reveals hidden things. Its narrative brings to light the extent of)
( Hashems influence in a world knows as ovwn, from the root
-0, meaning “out of sight”. No, He is not concealed, He I
only seems to be and it is our duty to recognise His presence

in every event in our life. ' E
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So we see that Haman, Amalek and what Purim means
all begin in the Garden at the very beginning of the human
experience. It is man’s own action which brings Amalek into
existence, and it is to be our actions which must vanquish
him ultimately. On Purim we read the Megillah of Esther,
*that scroll which represents the hiddenness of Hashem's
management of the world. The very word “Esther” means
“hidden”; when the gemara asks “Where is Esther's name
found in the Torah?” it answers: “From the verse ‘Va'anochi
hastir astir panai...- And I shall surely hide My face...”
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/-and must exert oursglves to reveal the Divine hand. When %
the Jews at the time of Purim were faced with events whicl; | RN DR o YW 18 9 JN BY M Kop TR M DK
cou!d easily have been perceived as mere coincidence and / w .
yet chose to see that Hand within those events, that was a ) - T
deep and real acceptance of Torah. At Sinai, Torah was 7 TN Y, 9 ‘Q‘?
obvious, no effort was needed to perceive the Divine, and in il
a sense the human role was secondary. At Purim the Divine BN D 703 YU 1o R0V I8 JR0R K Mo 1 1 Mo ek (
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acceptance of Hashem's rule then was, in the same sense, A 52 230 e e b2 TP U 50 3 1

more meaningful.

* Amalek’s defeat at the time of Moshe and Yehoshua
was great, but Haman’s defeat at the time of Esther was
greater. To see the light when it is overpowering is not
difficult; to cause the light to shine when darkness seems
overpowering is heroic. Purim is the time of masks; Hashem

. has_gone into hiding in Jewish history, He has donned a
mask. But He is not distant; if one is distant he does not need
"~ a mask to avoid being identified, the distance achieves that.
NO, 5 mask ia necﬁfﬂ[‘y‘ﬂh,(‘ n one = very close ;ln(‘i';’("lﬂ PR = I =T B3t R g 22 ai=h] 05U oo W B 158 07 BMD waan A
s e Y ——.15 Very cose and yet /TN WD DY v TP NIan YR DNaN D pony

@ The world is His mask; nature hides s Presence, Bul o S rmon o e own PN By DWIN = DY1MIR IWIPY M P M

thjs same world, this same nature, needs only to be I!?(‘léd- 1ons Sw vy 19N N TN BN TN WND Y noa pd P S 4

ba.ck !n reveal its Source. The ordeal is doubt: all may appear NN DT DR N5 Anos b WY pan WA a0
coincidental, and the Amalek tdeolagy may be found in the ,

culture of today - nothing has absolute meaning or value, all
is accident. The mask is heavy and c'mwinciling‘w%u’(: that
should not deler us from_our_function, the function of
revealing the Reality behind the mask. D
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19. Why is there a custom to dress up on Purim?

A%

1. Chazal explain that the threat on Purim was not really a

threat at all. It was only the appearance of a threat, for

; in the end, the Jews were not exterminated. Many years
before the time of Purim, Nevuchadnetzar, the Babylonian
ruler who destroyed the First Beis HaMikdash, forced the

Jews to bow to his idol (Daniel 3:3). The Jews did so, but
only because they were coerced, and only for appearance’s

sake. In their hearts, they were loyal to Hashem.
~J As punishment for this sin, middah Fneged middab, as

a justified punishment, Hashem made only an appearance

of a threat at Purim (Megillah 12a). Just as the hearts of the

Jews at Nevuchadnetzar’s idol were with Hashem, so too

the heart of Hashem was with the Jews on Purim, and no

calamity resulted. We dress up on Purim, often in the garb

of goyim, to show that even though we sometimes sin and
act like the.goyim, it is only an outward appearance. In

truth, our hearts are always with Hashem.

(Bnei Yissaschar, Maamarei Chodesh Adar 9; see also
Sefer HaTodaah 2:16, p. 82)
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3. When Esther entered the king’s throne room to request
clemency for the Jews, the Megillah says, wmoy wigbmy
m>% — “And Esther put on her royal robes” (Esther
5:1). In addition, when Mordechai was promoted by
Achashveirosh after Haman's downfall, the Megillah says,
1105 visba Pown whn Ny 277 — “And Mordechai went
out from before the king in royal robes” (ibid. 8:15). The

~ Bnei Yissaschar explains that these “royal robes” actually
refer to the Shechinah, Hashem's Divine Presence, which
descended upon Mordechai and Esther at those times to
serve as their source of strength. We dress up on Purim in
commemoration of the miracle of Mordechai and Esther
having been strengthened by being “clothed” in the royal
* robés of the Shechinah.
~/ Similarly, when the Torah was given at Sinai, the
Shechinah descended on each Jew in the form of enveloping
royal robes. Just as the Jews were “dressed” in the royal
robes of the Shechinah during the acceptance of the Torah
at Sinai, we dress up to commemorate the reacceptance

3

of the Torah by the Jews that took place on Purim (see
Shabbos 88a).
(Bnei Yissaschar, Ma'amarei Chodesh Adar 9)
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