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Make No Bones About It:
A Story of Yosef and Moshe
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(50) Before the years of famine came, Joseph became the father of two sons, whom Asenath
daughter of Poti-phera, priest of On, bore to him. (51) Joseph named the first-born Manasseh,
meaning, “God has made me forget completely my hardship and my parental home.” (52) And
the second he named Ephraim, meaning, “God has made me fertile in the land of my affliction.”

(53) The seven years of abundance that the land of Egypt enjoyed came to an end,
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(8) Noticing Joseph’s sons, Israel asked, “Who are these?” (9) And Joseph said to his father,
“They are my sons, whom God has given me here.” “Bring them up to me,” he said, “that [ may
bless them.” (10) Now Israel’s eyes were dim with age; he could not see. So [Joseph] brought
them close to him, and he kissed them and embraced them. (11) And Israel said to Joseph, “I
never expected to see you again, and here God has let me see your children as well.” (12) Joseph
then removed them from his knees, and bowed low with his face to the ground. (13) Joseph took
the two of them, Ephraim with his right hand—to Israel’s left—and Manasseh with his left
hand—to Israel’s right—and brought them close to him. (14) But Israel stretched out his right
hand and laid it on Ephraim’s head, though he was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s
head—thus crossing his hands—although Manasseh was the first-born. (15) And he blessed
Joseph, saying, “The God in whose ways my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, The God who
has been my shepherd from my birth to this day— (16) The Angel who has redeemed me from
all harm— Bless the lads. In them may my name be recalled, And the names of my fathers
Abraham and Isaac, And may they be teeming multitudes upon the earth.”
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(22) So Joseph and his father’s household remained in Egypt. Joseph lived one hundred and ten
years. (23) Joseph lived to see children of the third generation of Ephraim; the children of
Machir son of Manasseh were likewise born upon Joseph’s knees. (24) At length, Joseph said to
his brothers, “I am about to die. God will surely take notice of you and bring you up from this
land to the land that He promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” (25) So Joseph
made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “When God has taken notice of you, you shall carry up my
bones from here.” (26) Joseph died at the age of one hundred and ten years; and he was
embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.
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(1) The daughters of Zelophehad, of Manassite family—son of Hepher son of Gilead son of
Machir son of Manasseh son of Joseph—came forward. The names of the daughters were
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.
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1) nov 12 nwan nnswn? OF THE FAMILIES OF MANASSEH THE SON OF JOSEPH — Why is
this stated? It is to suggest the following idea to you: Just as Joseph held the Promised Land dear,
as it 1s said, (Genesis 50:25) “And ye shall bring my bones up (to Palestine) from hence”, so, too,
his daughters held the Land dear, as it is said, (v. 4) “Give us an inheritance”; and further to
teach you that they were righteous all of them (everyone here mentioned in the pedigree), for in
every case where a person’s doings and his ancestors’ doings are nowhere plainly described and
Scripture somewhere enters into the details of the pedigree in respect to one of them, tracing his
genealogy back to someone worthy of praise, it is evident that the person in question is himself a
righteous man and a son of a righteous father....
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(11) Some time after that, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his kinsfolk and witnessed
their labors. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsmen. (12) He turned this way
and that and, seeing no one about, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. (13)
When he went out the next day, he found two Hebrews fighting; so he said to the offender, “Why
do you strike your fellow?” (14) He retorted, “Who made you chief and ruler over us? Do you
mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?”” Moses was frightened, and thought: Then the matter
is known!
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(18) When they returned to their father Reuel, he said, “How is it that you have come back so
soon today?” (19) They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds; he even drew
water for us and watered the flock.”
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(21) Moses consented to stay with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter Zipporah as wife.
(22) She bore a son whom he named Gershom, for he said, “I have been a stranger in a foreign
land.”
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(1) Moses went up from the steppes of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the summit of Pisgah, opposite
Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan; (2) all Naphtali; the
land of Ephraim and Manasseh; the whole land of Judah as far as the Western Sea; (3) the
Negeb; and the Plain—the Valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. (4) And the
LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, ‘I will
assign it to your offspring.’ I have let you see it with your own eyes, but you shall not cross
there.” (5) So Moses the servant of the LORD died there, in the land of Moab, at the command of
the LORD. (6) He buried him in the valley in the land of Moab, near Beth-peor; and no one
knows his burial place to this day. (7) Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died;
his eyes were undimmed and his vigor unabated.
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19) And Moses took with him the bones of Joseph, who had exacted an oath from the children of
Israel, saying, “God will be sure to take notice of you: then you shall carry up my bones from
here with you.”

Rav Avraham Gordimer: YUTorah.org/ParshatBeshalach: "The Bones of Yosef’

"Moshe’s taking Yosef’s bones forth from Mitzrayim fortified the emunah (faith) and sense of
security of B’nei Yisroel, enabling the fragile nation to depart Mitzrayim and enter the Desert
with a cognizance of the Bris Avos. By commanding that his remains accompany B’nei Yisroel
upon their departure from Mitzrayim, Yosef continued to protect and inspire his people for
countless years after his passing, connecting them always to Hashem’s unbroken promises to the
Avos."
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Kol Dodi Dofek (page 88)

"Our historic obligation today is to raise ourselves from a people to a holy nation, from the
Covenant of Egypt to the Covenant of Sinai; from a compelled existence to an original way of
life, permeated with morality and religious principals, that transcends history. We must go from
being an Encampment to being a Nation. The task of religious Zionism is to fuse the two
covenants, the Covenant of Egypt and the Covenant of Sinai; the covenants of fate and destiny,
of isolation and loneliness. This task entails self-perfection by suffering; the out-pouring of
loving kindness brought about by combining all the elements of nation and uniting them in one
community. "A nation unique in the land" (11 Samuel 7:23), and the readiness to pray for one's
friend and to feel his joy and his grief. The goal of this self-repair is the purposeful consecration
of self and ascent to the "Mountain of G-d" (Psalms 15:1) One great goal unites us all. A single
exalted vision captures our hearts. One Torah (Written and Oral) directs us all to a unified end-
the fulfillment of the vision of aloneness and the vision of the sanctity of an Encampment/People
that ascends to the level of a Community/Nation and ties its lot to the destiny that was
proclaimed to the world in the words of our ancient father Abraham: And | and the lad shall go
unto the place and shall worship God and return to you" (Genesis 22:5)."
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