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Below you will find two options for study with your chavrusa:
Limud A is a collection of sources relating to anti-Semitism with discussion questions.
Limud B contains sections of Rav Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin’s essay on anti-Semitism called
“She’er Yisrael.” We have also included a few key excerpts with translations.

Limud A: A Source Based Discussion

Source 1a: Haggadah Shel Pesach
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Blessed be the One who keeps His promise to Israel, blessed be He; since the Holy One, blessed
be He, calculated the end [of the exile,] to do as He said to Avraham, our father, in the Covenant
between the Pieces, as it is stated (Genesis 15:13-14), "And He said to Avram, 'you should surely
know that your seed will be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and they will enslave them and
afflict them four hundred years. And also that nation for which they shall toil will | judge, and
afterwards they will go out with much property.""

And it is this that has stood for our ancestors and for us; since it is not [only] one [person or
nation] that has stood [against] us to destroy us, but rather in each generation, they stand
[against] us to destroy us, but the Holy One, blessed be He, rescues us from their hand.

Go out and learn what Lavan the Aramean sought to do to Ya'akov, our father; since Pharaoh
only decreed [the death sentence] on the males but Lavan sought to uproot the whole [people].
As it is stated (Deuteronomy 26:5), "An Aramean was destroying my father and he went down to
Egypt, and he resided there with a small number and he became there a nation, great, powerful
and numerous."

"And he went down to Egypt" - helpless on account of the word [in which God told Avraham
that his descendants would have to go into exile]. "And he resided there" - [this] teaches that
Ya'akov, our father, didn't go down to settle in Egypt, but rather [only] to reside there, as it is
stated (Genesis 47:4), "And they said to Pharaoh, 'To reside in the land have we come, since
there is not enough pasture for your servant's flocks, since the famine is heavy in the land of
Canaan, and now please grant that your servants should dwell in the Land of Goshen"'.

Questions for Discussion:

1) How do the four paragraphs relate to one another? What does “X'n1” (And it is this) refer to
in the second paragraph?

2) Why was Lavan singled out as the person who most represents those who try to destroy us?
Didn’t we encounter enemies over the course of Jewish history who were more evil than
Lavan?




Source 1b: Maharal, Gevuros HaShem no. 54
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We must examine, why did the Haggadah omit what Esav wanted to do Yaakov, but rather began
with Lavan? What Esav wanted to do to Yaakov is explicit in the Torah, and what Lavan wanted to
do is not explicit in the text ... Furthermore, why does the Haggadah say that Pharoah only
decreed against the males when the verse (Shemos 15:9) explicitly states, “The enemy said, ‘1 will
pursue, | will overtake, | will divide the spoil,”” he wanted to destroy everyone, not just the males?
Know that this statement [of the Haggadah] teaches us a lot — that the Jewish people have
enemies that are different than ordinary enemies whose opposition is the based of some reason.
The Jewish people have enemies and haters who have no reason to hate us ... Who opposed the
Jews without reason more than Lavan and Pharaoh because [at the beginning of Shemos] they did
nothing to Pharaoh and he decreed against the [Jewish] males. This is opposition without cause ...
However, when Pharaoh said [after the Jewish people left] “I will bear my sword,” that was with
reason — he thought that the Jewish people were escaping and he wanted to bring them back.

Question for Discussion: What type of hatred do we encounter nowadays?

Source 2a: Shabbos 89a
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Rav Chisda and Rabbah son of Rav Huna said together: What is Har Sinai? The mountain where
hatred (sinah) from the nations of the world descended upon it.

Questions for Discussion:

1) Why do you think Rav Chisda and Rabbah son of Rav Huna consider Har Sinai or the
acceptance of the Torah as the source of hatred from the other nations?

2) What practical message can be gleaned from this statement?

Source 2b: Shemos 19:5-6 and Seforno
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“Now then, if you will obey Me faithfully and keep My covenant, you shall be My treasured
possession among all the peoples. Indeed, all the earth is Mine, but you shall be to Me a kingdom
of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the children of Israel.
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Seforno: You shall be to Me a kingdom of priests — And by doing so, you will be a treasured
possession above everyone else, when you serve as a kingdom of priests to understand and
teach all of mankind to call out in the name of G-d.

Question for Discussion: According to Seforno, is being the “treasured nation” a duty or a
privilege? How does this statement, which was said at Sinai, explain the relationship between
Sinai and anti-Semitism?




Source 3a: Yevamos 47a
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Our rabbis taught: if a convert comes to convert nowadays, we say to him, Why do you want to
convert? Don’t you know that nowadays, the Jewish people are despised, scorned,
downtrodden, and abused, and suffering comes upon them?” If he says, “l know and | am not
worthy,” we accept him immediately...
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Rashi: And | am not worthy — | am not worthy of sharing in their suffering. If only | can merit
doing so.

Questions for Discussion:

1) The conversation with the convert presumes that he should already know about anti-
Semitism. Why is it so important that this is the first matter that we discuss with him?

2) Why is the response so important? What if the convert responds that he is not concerned
about anti-Semitism because he doesn’t think that it will personally affect him?

Source 3b: Rav Yitzchak Hutner, Reshimos Lev, Chol HaMoed Pesach 5733
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From the language [of Rambam] it seems there is a novel halachic implication — that just as one
who does not share in the suffering of the Jewish people is considered an “abandoner of the
community,” so too, if one wants to convert and accepts all mitzvos except the mitzvah of
sharing in the suffering of the Jewish people, we cannot accept him because he does not want
to be a part of the Jewish people. The deeper understanding of Rashi’s comments “l am not
worthy — | am not worthy of sharing in their suffering etc.” is that one who comes to convert
wants to be part of the Jewish people.

Question for Discussion: Why do you think sharing in the suffering of the Jewish people is so
integral to being a Jew?
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Limud B: She’er Yisrael
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Limud B: Excerpts from She’er Yisrael
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Sections 1-2: The main focus of the teaching [in the Haggadah] is about a time when Jews are in exile, like
Yaakov was in Aram, and there is room to think that when we see a time period where a particular
generation is living peacefully, that they love and want us to live amongst them, to eat and be satisfied
from the good of their land, and we don’t need Divine Providence to watch over us ... to this, we are
taught about Lavan to show us that this thinking is wrong. Rather, in each generation, there are people
who hate Jews who are prepared to destroy us and get rid of Judaism within their midst. And the only way
to escape that is when The Holy One Blessed be He saves us from them in His Mercy and abundant
kindness ... Since this is the case, one should not try to investigate the causes and motivations that they
find to destroy us because the hatred is always there, just that it doesn’t express itself in each generation.
Therefore, we can see clearly that everything is contingent on G-d’s Divine providence over us and it is we
who cause these actions before G-d Who decides whether to look upon us favorably or G-d forbid harshly
... Our rabbi explained to us in Yoma 9a, that the destruction of the First Temple was because of idolatry,
incest and murder. The Second Temple was destroyed because of baseless hatred. It was not because the
ruling king of that time wanted to destroy it, but rather because we deserved to become victims through
the natural order.
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Section 3: When we look further into the aforementioned statement of the Haggadah, we can see this
idea. After we recite the verses “And He said to Abram, ‘Know well that your offspring shall be strangers
in a land not theirs, and they shall be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years; but | will execute
judgment on the nation they shall serve, and in the end they shall go free with great wealth,”” we recite
Vehi She’Amda, and it is this that stood for our forefathers and for us. According to the popular
interpretation — that “and it is this that stood for our forefathers and for us” refers back to the end of the
statement, that the Holy One Blessed be He saves us from them — there is a great difficulty because that
guarantee was only for the exodus from Egypt, just like the end of the guarantee that they will leave with
great wealth. Rather, the proper interpretation is that “and it is this that stood for our forefathers and for
us” refers to “because it is not just one who stood over us to destroy us,” and to this [the Haggadah],
brought a proof from Lavan and the words of G-d to Avraham Avinu “that your offspring shall be
strangers,” which implies that this wasn’t simply a prophecy for the moment, but that in the future, this
will be so. This also includes a warning for future generations that your offspring shall be a stranger
among the nations without a desire to mix or become similar to them in their way of life. For this reason,
it is said about Yaakov Avinu “And he sojourned there,” which is interpreted [in the Haggadah] that he
didn’t go down to settle there permanently.
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Section 4: There was a [Divine] desire that all of the nations know G-d and serve Him, and that the idols
disappear. The Holy One Blessed be He began commanding Avraham Avinu on this matter to be the
father of many nations, even if they won’t convert. Avraham also began fulfilling this mitzvah and he left
Chevron to go to Be’er Sheva where the population was much bigger and called out in the name of G-d ...
Behold, immediately following G-d’s command to be the father of many nations, He commanded him to
perform bris milah in order to separate him from the other descendants of Noach, so that he wouldn’t say
that since he is commanded to interact with them and teach them about faith in G-d, he should also be
similar to them in their way of life and their culture. Therefore, he was commanded to have a circumcision
as mark of distinction ... Since the natural Jewish disposition is to be alone and separated from the
nations, when the Jewish people try to break their solitude and imitate the ways of the nations, what
does The Holy One Blessed be He do to restore the natural disposition? He incites hatred from among the
nations causing them to separate from the Jews in their matters until the Jews have no choice but to
return to their natural disposition.
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Section 6: The verse compares the Jewish people and the nations to fire and water. The nations are like
water ... and the Jews are like fire. It is proper that fire and water should embrace each other, and the
water especially should embrace fire because it can be used to heat up the water and the water can fulfill
its purpose. Nevertheless, we see that there is extreme hatred between them and a gush of water can
destroy the fire ... But this is only true when the fire and water touch each other directly ... However,
when there is an object separating the two (such as a pot), there is no hatred or competition between the
fire and the water. Rather, the water boils and reaches its potential from the fire without breaching its
own space [and extinguishing the fire] ... This same model is how The Holy One Blessed be He designed
the [relationship between the] nations and the Jewish people when they interact with one another ...
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Section 8: One should also know that although we have shown based on verses and statements of our
Rabbis the reason why anti-Semitism appears, nevertheless, one should not question this theory if one
sees a certain generation or place that faces this problem [of assimilation] and yet does not receive the
punishment [of anti-Semitism] because on a similar matter it states in Parashas Nitzvaim ... “That which is
concealed are the concern of the Lord our G-d; but that which is overt, it is for us and our children ever to
apply all the provisions of this Teaching” ... there are numerous concealed factors that relate to what G-d
intends.



