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These [martyrs] | will remember and pour out my
soul within me. For wicked people have
swallowed us, like a cake, unturned, [not fully
baked] for during the days of Caeser there was
no remedy [reprieve] for the ten martyrs,
doomed to death by the [Roman] government.
Having learned the Written law from those who
are compared to heaps of grain [Torah Scholars],
who understand how to examine the Written
Law; He began to study “These are the

Laws,” and with malicious intent, read the verse:
“If one kidnaps a person and sells him, if he is
found in his hands, he shall be put to death.”
The head of the idolator swelled with malice and
commanded to fill his palace with shoes. He
summoned ten great scholars who understood
the Law and all of its intricacies.

[He ordered]: “decide this case objectively and
don't distort it with intentional trickery, but
rather bring it out to its true light: If a man was
found to have kidnapped one of his brothers,
from among the Children of Yisrael; treating him
as a slave and selling him.”

They answered him: “The kidnapper should be
put to death.” He then exclaimed “Where are
your fathers, who sold their brother and dealt
him to a caravan of Ishmaelites for pairs of
shoes.”

You, therefore, must accept the law of God upon
yourselves, for from the time of your fathers
there has been none like yourselves. For if they
were still living, | would judge them before you,
but now, you must bear the guilt of the sin of
your fathers.
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The difficult legacy of Mechiras Yosef
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There was never mechila
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There was mechila...but ONLY from Yosef
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