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Reflections & Introspection
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Additionally, how do the lights of Chanukah inspire grati-
tude? This indeed is what we recite from the words of the
sages as we light them (Sofrim 20:6). “During all eight days
p of Chanukah, these lights are holy and we are not permitted .
> to uses them but to look at them alone $0 as to thank and to ;
(_ exalt Your Great Name i
Xln other words, we are to look at the lights, and this
must bring us to thank and to exalt His Great Name. Some-
how, looking at them kindles within us a sense of thankful-
ness. How does this happen? What do the lights of Char Chanu—
kah provide in the way of inspiring gratltude"’
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THE KOHEN GADOL'S SEAL still intact,"  py1ab x5 12 mmp x5
TN DR — AND IT CONTAINED ONLY enough oil TO KINDLE the
Menorah FOR ONEDAY.  ©j 13 iy — However, A MIRACLE WAS
PERFORMED WITH [THIS OIL], D} fyinwi aphn 157m — AND
THEY KINDLED the lights of the Menorah WITH IT for EIGHT DAYS
— until other ritually pure oil could be obtained.* n7nxs mwh
oaiv ow DINYY Bwap — Recognizing that the miracle had
< eternal implications, IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR [THE HASMONEANS
AND THE SANHEDRIN] ESTABLISHED AND RENDERED [THESE EIGHT
4 DAYS]** permanent FESTIVAL DAYS ny7im) Shis — WITH
> RESPECT TO the recital of HALLEL AND “THANKSGIVING.” ¢!
%e the Al HaNi t in the “thanksgiving” t s
Shemoneh Esrei and Bircas HaMazon (93 nmx o1 and 3% 0, respe:

'-’k" tively). However, the Sages did not enact a pruhlb1t10n on creative lab
(melachah ) on these days (Rashz)
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« INSIDE CHANUKAH £. Shey ko€ WM (1 p) N T e J™271 NI AND MinDY W M
- TR 73R, "5AN2 PINXA TTINY MWW IN12” 0W MK TR
The two mitzvos of Chanukah candles and hallel and hodaah were R Ry o Py L i T —

speciﬁcally established for Chanukah, because the mitzvah of

” candle lighting is fulfilled through the medium of one€’s eyes, and "R XK KT AIKTIA TIO* 050 9K YINiA 7aynn Nmp) K W~
the mitzvah of hallel and hodaiah is fulfilled through the medlumg 2W 1T PAW 9K MTIAY 070N AY2IK 0053 DIdAY o1 YN e
of on€’s mouth. Let us explain. LRI TN N7 991,07 TIr ,Behb DY 1M 0ehd yimm

Following the flood, Noach emerged from the teivah (ark) and  omomn an K
planted a vineyard, making wine from the grapes and becoming : S e
intoxicated from the wine. As a result, he debased himself by 99 5% AT /T R DS NI

uncovering himself within his tent. Noach had three sons, Sheim, - :
Cham, and Yefes. The Torah indicates that N7y 7 W22 > DO N T3 MBI TN 0 AR S TR 50w PO DINA Ty DK

N2 YON-IYY Y van — Cham, the father of Canaan, saw his ¢ W01 I3 XA N2 WITP YW 1P T Y3 990 TP 1 P o1

father’s nakedness, and told his two brothers outside (Bereishis 9:22). ‘ WK TX N KT DY AR - T 9P2 IKTIT 170 Nof L NN D) K

& HaRav Shimshon Refael Hirsch (commenting on the above verse) \,mn T2 WITR YW W’ 070 KT, 51T KITWS - 1113 1790 K-
explains that Cham enjoyed the sight of his father’s shame, and ey 0

p . : joy glg : - 075 YN YN P K1 NI

/" consequently sinned in two ways: (1) 82 — he saw his father’s } :

AT KW ANTIN 2PN IN 1Y N2 T T Yonw DTN TN TWRN @
TIINY DR DWW PR DINX DTN DY TwWw o*oni by bl 'm'b

shame with his eyes and enjoyed it, and (2) T — he told (i.e.,
publicized) it to his brothers with his mouth, increasing his father’s

shame even more.

"'ﬁﬂn" 1"TOMNA 17971 7NN AX2T 17 92 NRTI D'I"7 N’
Upon hearing Chams disturbing report, Sheim and Yefes . g Nb: cLiiiey
reacted completely differently. In an act of respect for their father, Tl"nm T 9V DK - 79900 ARTIA A3 DAY MW ww K¥m
the Torah says, 172,002y DYDY MW NIPYD™NY NY) DY NP2 DT L DMYW W - MY NI 21000 1OV T TWEKL. I Y

I NY DAY MY YN DIPIN DAY IY TN 1020 Iy —
8 AN MYy ) AN OF; Y 3 41T PIWW - DTN ARTN YW I'ID’!DD.

And Sheim and Yefes took a garment and placed 1t upon both of their 2.
shoulders, and they walked backward [toward Noach], and covered = =

their father’s nakedness; [the entire time] their faces were turned DW2 {900 PRWT AT 1Y 0% Whhm) mma nb’nn:nﬁx:n
away, and they did not see their father’s nakedness (ibid., 23). TIT OW N 713 MW, PN ANTIAD DTRT AN 750 K91 WK, A

The passuk indicates that Sheim and Yefes corrected the blemish T i y——
caused by Cham with his eyes and mouth in that (1) )y m 3022 '_m 3 - K21 DMK K 1) Kt D”?N X T 0w o
oman — they covered him, so that Noach’s disgrace would not be 3 K NINED M9 1731 9W - W 1913 73 KW 191 DTN WK J

sifurther publicized (the opposite of 1), telling about it), and (2) W2 IN X PXD KON UK PR UMK K9 N6 L9 noTip 707 Mon ) K9~
AN NY DN M) — they made sure not to see his nakedness (the ST AINTIAR T MWWA K29 DTX SW WmAwoNa
opposite of N, seeing it). P
< . In response to their respective actions in this episode, Noach
"~ “cursed Canaan (Cham's descendant) and blessed both Sheim and
[ Yefes. Both Sheim and Yefes retained a visage of kedushah, out of — bw s 77;’1, et
[ which emerged the Jewish nation from Sheim, and the nation of \ 1 o e ijW '73 '73 173"7,‘” “"35'"7
Yavan from Yefes. It was this spark of kedushah that gave Yavan its / <12 19 IR A T SN DIONA NI X KX T3

strength, and this is why Chazal at one point sanctioned that Greek n
MANNT IMPW 19 9199 X2 an Dwma ; ~
is the only language other than Hebrew in which a kosher Torah ; - T K3 TIAN° DWTR EOWR 50N K 2D

can be written (see Megillah 9b).5 19 D2 PRWD ,NMMMIDIW MmID 1T KYN STAR YN PR, 5K

During the times of Chanukah, the Yevanim were slowly losing |, A YW B5IN TIN2 DKWD  WNIK MDA Y51 DpRmm 1K 1
that spark of kedushah gained through the eyes and mouth of their 2T XK 9T e Y19 Xom
ancestor Yefes. In fact, the Yevanim now enjoyed playing sports '
publicly in the nude, and encouraged others to join in (see appendix

oy 2 A, year 3586/175 BCE). As a result, when the Chashmonaim (who

STINGY SRS 9T AN bibe

JNXY P2 VIPW  PRTYIRN WYY MWp L Yinan Xxm oI WK o
AIRTIA 2™MNT2 P2AY DTN 7191 MWK 19 1% YW a¥na K PX

fought for the Torah, which represents modesty both with the eyes K1 M2 WITRI AR KOX 15 PR IXIX,TY 1TinY 15vn) owm 1mKo 19
—j7and the mouth) overpowered the Yevanim, they absorbed whatever I AN KGN, T NXAY D057 X R T 1190 DXV 19
was left of Yavan's spark of kedushah. Not long after, the Yevanim DTNA DX AW T2 1000 I nwatn N TRa wrTpny i

faded into history and were replaced by the mighty Roman Empire.
~k Therefore, Chazal specifically instituted the mitzvah of lighting

(and seeing) the Chanukah candles, which is fulfilled with WNI "B YN Y AN 1T BY” 00 an muwy) IN0H MND T

one’s eyes, and the mitzvah of reciting hallel and hodah, which NI XOW A1 IX W 712 ¥9X - *H K41 ey Y5w 11009 DX ::v?n(

is fulfilled with one’s mouth, because on Chanukah the Jews 593 NMYY MANIW X1 NS PN D AT PR W
captured whatever was left of Yavan’s spark of kedushah that they [ 5 . i i ’nb_‘_m
-[1DO "M7AN WK bt XYMm 5 Nit onee oy YXwe

had acquired through the eyes and mouth of their ancestor Yefes.

(HaRav Avraham of Sochatchov, cited by DN ed £ S5a ot o nyap
Sefer Iturei Torah, vol. 7, p. 124; A.P.S.)
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To gain some insight into these difficulties, it is neces-

sary to understand the concept of lights, the 1deolqu of the
Greeks, and the underlying meaning of gratitude. i

» Heretical Beliefs

First, it is imperative to know that the Greeks directly con-
j/tradlct gratitude. When they dommdte, or if Heaven fOI‘bld
one’s mind is dominated by them, it is impossible to offer
thanks. This is clear and simple.
~ The great defilement and ternble_‘ x_deology that they in-
ated bu;iltvslmply is; ;t is an ggg_s_t_mg entlty. ‘More preusel},
their claim is that the very concept of creation is impossible.
Their philosophy is absolute heresy. This is obvious,
since they were the world’s worst heretics. But to understand
the point of our triumph over them, we must know their
claim. Indeed, the Rambam cites their philosophy, and dis-
putes it. Clearly, it is permissible to mention. It is not desir-
able, but necessary.
Their heretical thinking begins from the root of all roots.
The very first word of the Torah, “In the beginning,” is the
, focus of their denial. In their minds, there is no such thing as 9
7a beginning. Chanlre from nonexxsjggge to ex1stence is im-
possible. If a thing exists, it always existed; if it does not ex-
ist, it never existed.

Certainly, they concede change. This is truly correct,
and obvious. But they claim that all things of change always
existed in some form. Everythmg sheds one form and as-
sumes another form, even repeatedly, throughout its perpet-

® ual existence. Change, in their minds, applies only to appear-
ances, but the entities always existed.

)
) Reah} of Time

The underlying perception of the Greeks is that the realm of
(time cannot have a starting point. Time by definition in-

cludes s past,Present, and future, and time without past'is im-
p0531b1e Of its essence, time is continuation, and conse-
quently, endless; it can have no beginning and therefore ab-
solute nothingness is impossible.

For this reason, they denied creatlon, existence always
vga§ The Rambam and Ramban both state that thej smgm
meaning of this assertion is that just as creation is 1mposs1b1e

S0 __Va.léo miracles are impossiblé. According to the Greeks,
there never were any miracles.

This is the worst denial of all, the refutation of the whole
Torah in its entirety. Miracles are iixlgossible, prophecy is im-

ible.‘ bﬂi)?'fcbhaﬁﬁatfoxl is possi-

o Existence

The Greeks only recognized one layer, one manner, of exis-
tence. According to them, if things do not exist—what we call
crega;ged thlngs-nothmg exists. It would be like saymg exis-

tence does not exist, which is paradoxxcal and therefore im-
possible.
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We, however, know that existence is not the things that
we see, not the things that we sense, not the things that we
comprehend. Existence itself is far beyond our conception.
Existence always was and will alwa);s ‘be. Existence is the
Creato His exrstence 1sex1stence itself (Rambam Hilchos Ye-
sodei HaTorah 1: l) Everythmg else was created by His Will;

everything else was innovated.

> Development and Being

~_Time is one of the creations. As it exists today, it consists of

past, present and future. We cannot envision time without
_these three dimensions. But we can never conclude the devel-

, opment of a thing from its existence. The way a thing comes ;

(_ into being is another realm entirely; its being is by no means
(_ indicative of its manner of creation. 4
Examples abound from all areas of creation. Most
prominent is the way man comes into being. Every aspect of
his development contradicts his existence. If a living man
were returned to the same conditions that were present dur-

ing his development, hé would. die immediately. None of
those conditions is remotely similar to the conditions of his
existence. If the birth process were described to someone
who was unfamiliar with it, he would certainly deny its valid-
ity.

The Rambam devotes an entire chapter to explain this
point (Guide for the Perplexed 2:17). He provides a parable of a
child who grew up on some far away island and who never
saw how people are born. In all other areas, he was extremely
astute—he contemplated all that he experienced. This, how-
ever, was not one of his experiences. When he was told of
this, he laughed, considering it some foolish belief. In his
mind, it was impossible. This demonstrates how the realm of

development could never derive from the realm of being.
P

s Cause and Effect

Within the prevalent conceptual realm, there is no room—

meaning no possibility—of creation, of thlngs coming into be-~
ing not by natural causes, not by the preexisting course of

cause. and effect “There must have been earlier causes that/

brought this thing into bemg, and this_thing will likewise
cause the next thing to come into being. Everything thus
rushes along the current of cause and effect, transitioning
from cause to effect.

‘Such hlstory is me'mmgless Everythmg is automatm
smce everythmg is establxshed Causes invariably bring other
causes, which invariably brmg about certain effects, which

also_ 1nvar1ab1y bring about other effects, and everything

emerges necessarily. In such a world, there is tru othmg to
do, and there is no reason to live. What point is there in be-
coming another skull that floats on the surface of the waters?

There is no benefit; it is simply worthless.

-~

X2
. Thankless World

~This explains why one who lives with the worldview of the
Greeks cannot offer thanks To whom “should he show grati-
tude? Should he thank the surging flow of the waters? The
entire realm is preexisting : y and predetermmed it never began

and it never ends.

21

!tabhshed streaming along the 1nev1tab1e course of causality,

)

ol
-

»

Consequently, he has no one to thank. Everything is es-

merely continuing what was already programmed Things
may surprise him, because he simply does not know all the

causes. If he would know them, nothing would be unex-
pegted he would know the enAtx;eiqutkrlre today

This is not life. To live hke thxs is pomtless and mindless;
nothxng has any meanrng There is certamly none to thank.
Who innovated anything? Who did anything? The surging

flow merely caused someone to bring about a certain effect

5

)

that was beneficial to ‘him. To thank him would be akin to_

thankmg the wind or the like—and there are many who do so.

Point of Triumph

JTo offer thanks, then, is to triumph over the Greeks; this up-

roots them completely. They attempted to uproot the begin-

ning, and gratitude uproots them.
Of this, the Ramban writes (Shemos 13:16), “The intent

“of all the commandments is to believe in God and gratefully

R
£y

a&'n’&?ﬁé&éé"iﬁz‘{{ Jﬂe"(‘:reated us. This is also the intent of
creation—for we have no other reason in the original crea-
tion, nor\does the Lord Most High have any desire in the
7 Jower realms, except that man may know and thank Him for
creating him.”

5
S

The Rambam (Guide 2:22) discusses the win;gof;fl_)g_but‘ i

the principle is the same. The slightest hair in the remotest
location cannot move out of place without disrupting world
order. Nothing can happen unless it is predetermined—
certainly not miracles that bring about colossal changes, such
as the stopping of the sun and Splitting of the Sea.

But the scale of the change is irrelevant; if the world has
ng beginning, nothing can alter the rigid laws upon‘ whg:h_rt
stands. This is existence and there is no other. Existence is

not a game; it is established absolutely and miracles are im-

possrble

Only another definition of existence allows for miracles—

when we correctly define existence as the Will of God, and

not | nature as we see it. Then certamly; “Everythlng that God
wxlls, He makes in the heavens and upon the earth in the

seas and m all depths” (Tehllhm 135:6).

.-\/ Th e is thus no Blace, no Possxblhty, to connect the
worldv1ew of the Greeks with the Torah. The way that they
perceive existence uproots the entire Torah. Conversely, the
entrre Torah comes to uproot their perception. Indeed, the
very ry first words of the "Torah are, “In the beginning, the Lord
created the heavens and the earth.”

Wondrous Flame

A lamp is a truly magnificent artifact. A vessel is taken, it is

>dfxlled with oil, a wick is _Elaced in the oil, and fire takes hold

of the wick because of its flammability and the existing fire

draws oil to itself through the wick. Thus, the fire essentially

sustains 1tself as long as oil remains in the vessel. Through its
own power, it draws the oil and continues to burn.

o To one who gazes with the eyes of a child, the fire seems
‘to exist the whole time, especially if proper wicks and oils are
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used as on the Sabbath which some opinions consider nec-
essary for Chanukah as well (cf. Shabbos 21b). The oil flows
(/smoothly through the wick and the flame burns  strong, giv-
) ing the appearance of an existing en Qtf

@ Without intellect, one does not ‘comprehend the impos-
sibility ¢ of thrs 1mpressxon Frre cannot exist. Fire burns. What
is seen at thrs moment is not what was seen at the previous
moment At the previous moment, the fire was_consuming

,' at_ it was consuming then. At this moment, it con-
sumes the oil that it had not yet consumed What burned ear-
lier no longer ex1sts—that fire is gone.
~¢ Thus, fire is always endmg, it does not sustain itself, it
consumes itself. Anyone who sees in it an existing entity is
seeing nonsense. A _continuing flame is_i

ossible—fire
£ & e
burns and no longer exists. It continues only because it
_burns more fuel, but it is not truly continuing; it burns anew
“at 1t every moment. We look at it as an existing entity, but with
fthe shghtest contemplation, we understand that we are not

seemg a single fire.
Q

25
The Flaming Tower

This is the deeper meaning of the sages’ comparison of Avra-
ham Avinu in his discovery of faith to a man who saw a flam-
ing tower (Bereshis Rabbah 39:1). In other words, he saw
creation as essentially departing from itself and consuming
itself, yet giving the appearance as though it continues to ex-
ist while in reality it burns until it ends. '

The flame is the great teacher of the true face of exis-
tence; to discover its true reality one need only contemplate
the burning lamp. Things appear to exist continually, but the
flame teaches us.otherwise. With fire, it is obvious even to
our minds that continual existence is impossible. The burn-
ing flame is necessarily different existences at each moment,
since fire has no past and no future only present. The past of
fire was another fire and the future of fire is another fire. All
hat there is at any given moment is the fire of the present.

i
Belief and Thanks

The Talmud states that in the Ultimate Future, all the offer-
ings will be canceled—as1de from the Offering of Thanks. On
the verse (Iehrlhm 56:13), “Upon me are Your vows, Lord; I
will pay You my Offerings « of Thanks, the sages add that in

( the Ultimate Futare, all prayers will be “cancelled except for )
/ the prayer of thanks (cf. Vayikra Rabbah 9: 7). Al that wrll re >

\mam then are prayers of thanks and offermgs of thanks

N Earher, we cited the Ramban who states that the Lord
Most High has no desire in the lower realms except that we
believe in Him and that we thank Him for creating us. To be-
heve in Him means to beheve in His existence 1tself to o trust
that He is the true existence.

Addxtlonally, it is necessary to thank Him for creating
us—to_ declare that everything is in Hrs hands When we

y hank him, we declare that we do not hve in a natural system
'!)f cause and effect; we live in the rea.lm of His lel His Will
is what grants us_ ex1stence as well as everythxg&else, and we

ry_thmg

" ANbvw

’.’3’]

The fmal wctory over_ the Greeks is the perception of
thanks as the depth of true ex1stence When we inculcate this
lesson well and percelve true existence as the offering of
thanks to the Lord for creating us, we truly prevail. Our tz task )
2 during this festival is to study the miracle and learn from it
how we have nothmg by way of nature and how we deserve
nothmg, and 'to £ ; “ compelled to offer
thanks—not as some esteemed quahty but as the upshot of at-
taining true awareness of exxsztgl_c'e_

~JTo herghten our sense of gratitude, it is necessary to con-
template the lights of the menorah. In the Ultimate Future,
there will be no more prayer for there will be nothing more
to add nothmg to rectify. The only prayer tl that will remain is
the prayer of thanks—for_ the ‘deeper we understand the
deeper our gratitude.
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