Prvotal Process

o"Wwn N7Y'I NWN9

|, GENEsIS

PARASHAS VAYISHLACH 33/517

® He raised his eyes and saw the women and children, and he asked, “Who are these to you?"

He answered, “The children whom God has graciously given your servant.”

6 Then the handmaids came forward — they and their children — and they bowed down.
? Leah, too, came forward with her children and they bowed down; and afterwards, Joseph and
Rachel came forward and bowed down.

8 And he asked, “What did you intend by that whole camp that | met?"

He answered, “To gain favor in my lord’s eyes.”

® Esau said, ‘I have plenty. My brother, let what you have remain yours.”

19 But Jacob said, “No, | beg of you! If I have now found favor in your eyes, then accept my
tribute from me, inasmuch as I have seen your face, which is like seeing the face of a Divine
being, and you were appeased by me. 1! Please accept my gift which was brought to you,
inasmuch as God has been gracious to me and inasmuch as | have everything.” He urged him,
and he accepted.

"12) nd he said, “Travel on and let us go — I will proceed alongside you.”

(2/But he said to him, “My lord knows that the children are tender, and the nursing flocks and
cattle are upon me; if they will be driven hard for a single day, then all the flocks will die.QfJLet
my lord go ahead of his servant; | will make my way at my slow pace according to the gait of
the drove before me and the gait of the children, until I come to my lord at Seir.”

15 Then Esau said, “Let me assign to you some of the people who are with me.”

And he said, “To what purpose? Let me just have favor in my lord's eyes!”

“y 12-13.In tﬁeir new found brotherly love, Esau insisted on
X, escorting Jacob, and offered to slow down as much as neces-

sary to keep pace with the slow-moving flocks and family
(Rashi). Jacob, however, wanted to end the reunion as

; quickly as possible; whether or not Esau'’s kisses were sin-

cere [see above, v. 5], the momentary friendship could not be
expected to last indefinitely. Obviously, however, Jacob ha.d
to cloak his rejection of Esau's offer in very diplomatic
terms. He protested that he could not allow Esau to inconve-
nience himself to such an extent, because the children are

; tender — the oldest, Reuben, was only a little more than
Stwelve years old at the time (/bn Ezra). Furthermqre, the/
{ flocks will die (Rashi) from fatigue if they are not permitted to

go much more slowly than Esau and his troops would nor-
mally travel.

~{Jacob’s primary concern was for his young children, but

delicacy did not permit him to speak of their possible death, '
because, as the Sages put it, “a covenant is made with the .
lips” (Moed Kattan 18a), meaning that even an unintentional
implication, much less an explicit statement, may allude to -
future unpleasant events. Such unintended prognostica-
tions often become fulfilled as if they were prophecy.

14, nwy — At Seir. Jacob had no intention of going as far
as Seir — indeed, he did not go there — he merely wanted
Esau to think he would, so that, in case Esau planned to at-
tack him later, he would be waiting for an encounter that
would never take place. [It is axiomatic, however, that Jacob,

16 So Esau started back that day on his way toward Seir, 17 But Jacob  journeyed to Succoth

fg I heard from my brother, the Gaon, that there cannot be only

613 mitzvos... Rather, every single statement from Hashem
is-its own mitzvah... Each lesson, each element of behavior,
big and small is directed by Torah... (Maalos Hatorah by the
brother of the Vilna Gaon)

X
he Vilna Gaon is teaching us that every sentence and
instruction in the Torah is a mitzvah - a lesson and something

for us to aspire to and follow. Let us use the above pasuk as an
example. Eisav tries to convince Yaakov to allow him to tag along,
Rut Yaakov begs off, and they part ways one last time. This should
not be seen as an isolated incident. As the Ramban writes on
the above pasuk, rabbis of previous generations learned from here
to avoid the descendants of Eisav. Even when they would like to
accompany us or partner with us,t is often for their own purposes.
Indeed, the Ramban applies this concept to Rav Yanai's practice of
only traveling to his duties with the government alone - without
a local to accompany him. Once, a Roman accompanied him and
ended up forcing him to sell his horse (Bereishis Rabbah 78:15).
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who was the very epitome of truth, would never utter a bla-
¢ _ tant falsehood. If so, he must have intended to go to Seir at .
- | some point.,] The Sages explain that Jacob was alluding to
the End of Days, when, as Obadiah (Obadiah 1:21) prophe-
sied, Jacob's descendants will come to Mount Seir to render
judgment against Esau's descendants (Rashi).
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If we were to give a title to this week’s parashah, we might call
it, “The Guide fo Galus.” The Ramban (83:15) writes that Chazal
knew, through oral transmission, that Vayishlach is the parashah
Qf galus. Every time R’ Yannai would travel to Rome to petition
the government concerning communal matters, he would first study
this parashah, for the Torah’s description of Yaakov’s interaction
with Eisav gives us numerous guidelines as to how to relate to the
non-Jews. .
> Rashi explains that Yaakov prepared for his encounter with Eisav
in three ways: He attempted to appease Eisav by sending a gener-
ous gift, he prepared for war, and he offered a prayer to Hashem,
as one must do along with any hishtadlus. Throughout the genera-
tions, Klal Yisrael has used monetary appeasement as a means of
warding off harsh decrees and combating the negative intentions of

our enemies.
Yaakov demonstrated even greater subservience when he finally

met Eisav. Eisav ran toward Yaakov and hugged and kissed him. The
Sforno tells us exactly what caused Eisav's change of heart: “His

 feelings changed instantly when he perceived Yaakov’s submission.

Had the rabble-rousers who lived in the times of the Second Beis
HaMikdash acted in a similar fashion, the Beis HaMikdash would
not have been destroyed!”
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BECE S = 1
It is not easy for a person to lower himself before others, but g
there is simply no other way to deal with the nations of the world. é ’\m’ . ana bnx . g
Rebelling against them is not in line with the Torah’s dictates.
As Jews, we have always had to “apologize” to the other nations
for being the “Chosen Nation.” The realization that Hashem chose
. us from among all the nations of the world requires us to appease
those who did not merit this designation. This idea really applies to
a_ll'i_n_t_efrpersonal relationships. If one person from a group of friends
is appointed to a position of prominence, whenever he finds himself
among his friends, he should appease them by demonstrating his
deference to them.

- Notwithstanding his willingness to send presents and display

submission, Yaakov flatly refused Eisav’s offer of assistance. dJust
before Eisav took leave of Yaakov he offered to have some of his
h\ellchmen escort him. Yaakov replied, “Why should I find favor in
the eyes of my master?” The Ramban explains that Yaakov declined
because he had no interest whatsoever in them or their culture.

e Even when the non-Jews extend a
friendly hand, as Eisav did, we must
decline their assistance and goodwill.
Our desire is to live in solitude.

When the Baal HaTanya returned
from a trip to Petersburg, he told
his chassidim that Eisav did not fool
gp himself; this world has many beautiful

cities and attractions. Non-Jews cer-

tainly have what to offer, but Judaism

~ offers so much more. We must appreciate that we are members of 7

) the Creator’s handpicked nation, but we cannot forget to show def- )

. erence to those who have not merited that appellation.

(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Vayishlach 33:4.15)
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regarding Yaakov Avinu; Eisov initially came to kill Yaakov
and then decided to befriend him. The Ben Ish Chai
proposes an explanation based on the commentary of the

Yitav Lev (Shemos). We find, historically, that when the |
) goyim gave the Jews equal rights and cerfain freedoms,
'x\tbis led to assimilation. Many adopted their language, |

manner of dress, and customs, changed their names, and
strayed spiritually.

Q&zHe concludes that this was, indeed, Eisov's plan here,
Eisov's seemingly gracious proposal was not Uttered out of
brotherly love but out of hatred. He calculated that he
stood a better chance of harming Yaakov and undermining
his plans, chas v'shalom, by adopting this new tactic.

Yet, Yaakov Avinu sensed the danger and responded
appropriately. He informs Eisov that he is aware that
the offer is not sincere and that Eisov's true intention

o isto rule over and dominate Yaakov's offspring. Yaakov

faresees the inherent harm in the union and friendship o
hig descendants with Eisov's descendants. €
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}\  Uponcloser examination, we find that our blessed sages
are revealing a novel interpretation of Eisov's statement.
Eisov, the embodiment of evil, says to Yaakov Avinu, the

embodiment of kedusheh, after Yaakov had successfully
subjugated Eisov's ministering angel and appeased him:
“y1235 11abRY 1aba nyos”--"Travel on and let us go—T
will_proceed alongside you.” In other words, it is true

that my children and I will continue to wage a battle of
extermination against Yaakov, the epitome of kedusheh,

4 and his children Yisroel. Nonetheless, I promise you that)

; this battle will be: "nwa yms"—on equal terms. The force of/

Z evil and impurity will not exceed the force of kedusheh. If )

the force of kedusheh is diminished, the force of evil will
also be diminished. This mirrors the concept of (Shabbat
119b): “vmo bya pax mw 1 wm"—and the bad angel is
forced to answer “"Amen” against his will. Eisov himself,
the root of evil, limited the force of evil—promising that
his power would never exceed the power of kedusheh.

"6-d has made the one
in accordance with the other”

As our sacred sources explain, this is the concept
being expressed by the wisest of all men, when he states
(Koheles 7, 14): “@whxn nwy mr nawh m»-- 6-d
has made the one in accordance with the other. For
example, the Ramak writes in Pardes Rimonim (25, 1):
15, 0N Wy 1 b i Nk oa s nyh ub ke
W 19 ... 2101 WY APIRTY TN W 1Y v nd
TN ATILPIT RTW RN AIRMLI Xw b
S KD 7 DR e 1T DIRA DR ANYIm Powan
It is important to realize that just as there exists a side

¢ of kedusheh, so, too, there exists a side of the klipeh,

negative forces.

J3 This concept is found, similarly, in the writings of our
teacher, the Arizal (Shaar HaGilgulim, Introduction 21). He
employs this concept to explain the Gemoreh's statement
(Succah 52a) “want Hr1a vy vann Sran b—the
greater a person is, the greater is his yetzer hara. As the
level of kedusheh increases, correspondingly the degree

of tumeh increases. Based on what we have learned, Eisov,
the very embodiment of evil, was forced to admit to this

arrangement against his will. This fact is reflected by his y

statement to Yaakov: “Travel on and let us go—T will {

proceed alongside you"—but only on equal terms.

This might lead one to wonder—if the power of
kedusheh and the corresponding power of tumeh are
equal—how is one ever able to overcome the force of

tumeh? The answer, however, is quite simple. Although
these two diametrically opposed forces are indeed equal,
HKB"H endowed -us with the wonderful gift of the holy
 Torah. When a Jew engages in Torah study, he effectively
A weakens and subdues the force of tumeh. This simple
truth is expressed by the Gemoreh as follows (Kiddushin
30b): YT ¥ MNNA M2 YRS oab MmN rapn a7
DNR PR T7IN3 DPOIW DNN DRI ,'["‘7:]'1 10 15 mx
»1a pMomi—so said HKB"H to Yisroel, "My children
I created the yetzer hara and I have created the

" Torah, its antidote; if you occupy yourselves with
Torah-study,. you will not fall under its control.”

We can suggest the following analogy. Two enemies
of equal strength and courage stand opposite each other
W on the field of battle, ready to battle to the death. If
one of them is able to extract a concegled sword, and his
annnnent does not have such a concealed weapon, he will

\3
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surely overwhelm “his opponent with this sword. This, in

fact, is the case in the battle of kedusheh versus tumeh.
Albeit, the two opposing forces are of equal strength; yet,
when we engage in Torah-study, it is as if we are pulling out
a.concealed weapon—as it is written (Tehillim 48, 4): "an”
“17 by J3n—strap your sword onto your thigh. Rashi
comments: “rIn Sw nanbn onbnb”—to wage battle
on behalf of the Torah. For, we now have a sword which
the side of Tumeh lacks, and those forces of evil can now
be vanquished with this powerful weapon in hand.

fﬂ Now, let us offer a small tidbit regarding this cohcept
based on what:we have learned in the Gemoreh (Succah
52b): JaN BN YA nab wawn a1 Snm 3 vab ox”
~mp¥ibnn KT Sra ox M Rin—if this repulsive one
engages you, drag him into the Beis HaMidrash: if he
is like a stone, he will dissolve; if he is like iron, he will

o shatter. The repulsive character referred 1o here is the -

yetzer hara. Say you perceive that he is of equal strength
to your yetzer hatov, and you question how you will be
able 1o resist its negative influence. We find an allusion to

/ this situation in the word “on1a”, repulsive one. M is an -

>abbrev«atlon for 1103% r1abxY 'r:'::‘\ Yoa--"Travel on .
and let us go—I will proceed alongside you."” Recall that /

. this statement reflects the fact that the power of evil -
- parallels the power of good. If you encounter this situation,
_the following course of action is advised: nva% wown”

)

“wTni—drag him into the Beis HaMidrash, where you _

will engage in Torah-study. This is your concealed weapon

to subdue and eliminate the yetzer hara; RX¥1 JaR bX”
“y¥IBRn@ RWT 9™ DX ,Mnv—no matter what tricks he
has up his sleeve, you will successfully overcome him.

s A
Therefore, I suggest “rray 1bb NN N '!:w”’—we
should not travel together: rather, you should gp ahead

of us, so that my young, precious flock can keep an eye on
2you and learn how to remain on constant watch against
the danger you pose. TANPN Ha95 1WKS AN NRY )
vv1ou Saby b5 wR—T will proceed slowly, at my
own pace; for, I still have much work to do, educating the
j children how to protect themselves from the ambush you
have planned for them.

“STYYW IR DR RN WK W —until I meet up with
my lord in Seir. Rashi explains that this refers to the times
of-the Mashiach. We can suggest that Yaakov is informing
Eisov that at the time of the ultimate redemption--when
the yetzer hara will be eliminated from the world—they
will no longer fear travelling with his descendants. The
15

{

In other words, in truth, I myself am not afraid to »

travel with you: for, I have -already defeated your

=¥ ministering angel, and T am quite capable of standing on

constant guard. My young, precious children, however,
are not yet capable of being on constant watch against
the danger you would pose if we all travelled together.
I fear that if they were to travel with you: o» Dipbm ”

(' “InR—you are liable to attack them suddenly and smash -
[ their skulls spiritudlly with the temptations of the yetzer; {
“INNTT DD WY’ —as a result, they would all be overcome /.

}\

by. the yetzer that attempts to kill us on a daily basis.
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desperately for a plausible excuse to turn down Esav’s offer. Yet Esav
persisted, suggesting that he leave a detachment of his troops to guard
Yaakov's camp. Once again Yaakov diplomatically refused. Since God
chose to include this exchange in the Torah, we understand that it was
a most significant episode.

The commentators explain that Esav was expressing his desire to
fulfill the idyllic partnership with Yaakov, which their father, Yitzchak,
had envisioned. Yitzchak had hoped that Yaakov and Esav would work
as a holy team, to disseminate the word of God throughout the world
(see above, p. 158). Although Esav had spurneﬁ this task years before,
he now experienced a momentary change of heart and offered to join
forcesy_g_t&!aakov

¥ Yaakov flatly refused Esav’s offer. “My lord, you know that the chil-
dren are weak,” he said. What he really meant was “No benefit can re-
sult from a partnership between us at this point. I'm not willing to take
the chance of your having a negative effect on my family and on my fu-
ture descendants. It is not yet time for us to form such an alliance. For
this projected state of perfection, we must wait until the Messianic era.”
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