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imooth-skinned man.(12 Perhaps my father will feel me and | shall be as a mocker in his eyes;

will thus bring upon myself a curse rather than a blessing, {13 But his mother said to him, “Your
:urse be on me, my son; only heed my voice and go fetch them for me.” 14 So he went, fetched,
and brought to his mother, and his mother made delicacies as his father loved. 15 Rebecca then
took her older son Esau’s clean garments which were with her in the house, and clothed Jacob
her young son. 16 With the skins of the goat-kids she covered his arms and his smooth-skinned
neck. 17 She placed the delicacies and the bread which she had made into the hand of her son
Jacob.

@And he came to his father and said, “Father,” and he said, “Here | am; who are you, my
son?" 19 Jacob said to his father, “It is I, Esau your firstborn; I have done as you told me; rise
up, please, sit and eat of my game that your soul may bless me.”

? Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you were so quick to find, my son?” And he said,
“Because HAsHEM your God arranged it for me. 2! And Isaac said to Jacob, “Come close, if you
please, so I can feel you, my son; are you, indeed, my son Esau or not?”
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To begin, Yaakov Avinu'’s actions in this parshah seem to be P
completely out of character. Yaakov is known as the embodiment of
e truthfulness; his rigid adherence to the truth was a hallmark of his
~ personality.® Yet in this parshah, Yaakov appears to eng&;ge in multiple -
(; acts of deception. First, Yaakov manipulates his brother, convincing {
\ him to sell his birthright.f Then he masquerades as Eisav in order to
" appropriate the blessings intended for him.S Yaakov is well aware of
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the nature of his actions; after all, he tells his mother that Yitzchak g s

will curse him if he discovers his subterfuge.” How, then, can Yaakov
_be considered the epitome of truth?
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concerning God, ‘With the pure You show yourself pure, and with

the crooked, You show Yourself subtle”*

The Zohar's endorsement of akimu, the halachos disallowing it
and the Gemara above combine to leave us with a question. Is this
trickery merely a begrudging accommodation, or is it a desirable
approach?

TRUTH VS. APPEARANCES

To understand these statements, we must examine the attribute of

emes in its most essential form. Telling a lie for personal gainisa .,

" vice and is of course evil. But the real meaning of emes transcends (
this; it has to do with the essential truth of creation versus the ap- 's

parent reality of creation. .
<X Spiritual values and morals are at the core of the world HaShem

created; physical reality seems to contradict or negate those moral

values. For instance, theft is deemed “evil” in terms of morality.

However, in the physical reality of the world, a person who steals
gains material wealth. The image that the physical world projects is

/porate this-worldly reality into the positive gains of Torah, then we

g

© This reason expresses the point that we are making, When there
isa disparity between a person’s real standing vis-3-vis HaShem and
his this-worldly success, the result is an urge to question HaShem’s
justice and to judge the outcome as a display of sheker.

~JppFor emes to prevail, appearances must be brought in line with
truth. We cannot serve HaShem in one world while neglecting or

denying him in the other. We need a this-world, apparent reality
that incorporates the core truth. That is one reason why we are
permitted, even urged, to study Torah for this-world gain:

9 HY 4R, MINN1 17N OTX PIOY° D91YY,27 1R AT 27 KT
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A person should always study Torah even if it is not for its own

sake; for from that, he will come to study it for its own sake.”

This is nominally seen as a concession to human weakness.
People do not start out seeing good for its true value, and therefore,
we are allowed and even encouraged to study Torah with ulterior
motives (i.e. honor and reward) so that we eventually transition to
the appropriate idealistic motive.

- However, there is a deeper meaning as well. If we do not incor-

“cheker,” for it belies the essential truth that stealing is evil.
A In this vein, Rabbeinu Bechayei® writes that it is insufficient to

Jproclaim that the Torah’s laws must be followed. One must be con-

vinced that they are the best and most effective laws in this world:

“Cursed he who will no?upﬁéld the words of this Torah.” This
includes all the commandments in the Torah. The meaning of the
verse is that a person must acknowledge all the commandments of
the Torah as true and emanating from G-d. He may not excludea
single one of them from his acceptance as such by denying that it
is of value to body and soul. He must not view a single command-
ment as superfluous and meaningless. This is the meaning of TOX
2 Omx MUy o K. He must be convinced in his heart that all ~
‘{«, the commandments are worth observing, for all of them are full

/

[ of meaning to people engaged in studying them.

\\ e disparity between essential truth and apparent reality be-
gan early in creation. It is described by Rashi with the following

words:

RN RYR D ANWY RY R 2190 O3 YYI oyu RPW -"9 YV
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[HaShem’s intention was] that the tree and the fruit would have
the same flavor. But the tree did not do so, and the flavor of the
tree did not match the flavor of the fruit.S

~X The fruit refers to that essential truth, while the tree is the ap-
parent reality in this world. For example, the charity 2 person gives
is the fruit of his possessions. However, the apparent reality is that
he gains nothing and in fact sustains a loss by giving it. The fruit
and the tree do not have the same flavor.

Because of this disparity, we have difficulty judging who is
deserving of HaShem’s blessings. In line with this concept, we
can understand one of the reasons Rashi gives for the obligation

of “publicizing flatterers (hypocrites).”” It is “so that people should
not complain about HaShem and say that ‘So-and-so is a wonderful
person. Why is HaShem making life so difficult for him?™®

7 T i - g i )
run the risk of living as if there were no interaction between this }’

J

\. world and the world to come. We gain an appreciation for the olam

haba quality of Torah but will still imagine it to be irrelevant to our

(olam hazeh. The process of understanding Torah’s positive effect on

&

Z This alignment is what Yaakov needed to accomplish in his

olam hazeh aligns the two realities.

rdealings with Esav. He needed to prove sheker wrong, not by merely
\:d\hering to truth, but by showing that even in a world of sheker, >
heker itself loses. - .

Had he taken the bechorah as a gift from Esav, the meaning of
th@nsaetion would have been, “Yes, Esav values the bechorah,
and it is rightfully his, but he is magnanimous and has given it to
Yaakov.” By forcing him to sell it for a price that Esav himself set,
Yaakov showed that in Esav’s eyes, the bechorah was worth no more

o than a bowl of hot soup on a cold night. Esav himself showed that

he was undeserving of bechorah, for he did not value it at all. -
Yaakov thereby showed the world that if a person deals with
ligeihrough falsehoods, then he will eventually lose, for falsehood
is a self-defeating way of life. This is the “akimu” which the Zohar
recommends. It is not a shortcut to good, but rather a difficult path
that one must follow in order to restore the picture of truth to the
world.
}K As long as we perceive mitzvos to be a ticket to olam haba but ir-
relevant to this world, we are still living with falsehood. We are liv-
ing with ermes only when we realize that while the wicked person’s

path may seem successful for some time, this is but an illusion. In
the big picture, evil devours itself while the right and good flourish.

; Rabbi Pinches. Friedrﬁavriw and Rop
"U ~_Parshas’ Toldos 5776 e
A Battle to the Death
between Emes and Sheker

Itis well known that the battle in Olam HaZeh between good
and evil is in fact a battle between two opposing systems—the
system of “Emes” versus the system of “sheker” The source
of kedushah is HKB"H, whose seal is "max"; similarly, the hnl-
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Torah, the wisdom of HKB"H, which he bestowed upon Yisrael, ; term "nﬁmn" as referring to Eisav's lies, which he coveted. 2
is referred to as “max nmn'—a designation we employ when we Sometlmes, it is necessary to utilize this device against the )
recite the berachos over the Torah: “nax n1wn 1 1s 1wR”. Hence, \ yetzer hara to deceive it and to defeat it.
:i}t‘::hivx: :::Sge lf::sliist]:en;oznrie}:fs";:::"' hibdbbtl, cilos The wicked Eisav, however, uses “sheker” to rebel against
; Hashem and to satisfy all of his worldly appetites. Therefore,
~/ However, standing in opposition to this system of “Emes,” is when it was time to shatter the “sheker” of Eisav—the “nachash
the system of “sheker;” run by the yetzer hara and his forces— h%kadmoni"——with his own “sheker,” Rivka clothed Yaakov with
“the sitra achra” (literally, the “other side”). Their sole objective Eisav’s “coveted” clothes. She wanted Yaakov to use “sheker”

is to mislead mankind away from the Torah’s path of “Emes”
to the path of “sheker” opposing the laws and precepts of the
Torah. To this end, David HaMelech prays’ (Tehillim 119, 29):

fo‘r the sake of a mitzvah—to prevent Eisav from receiving the
berachos from Yitzchak. This, indeed, is the message conveyed
by the Sefas Emes cited above: “Regarding the matter that
Yaakov took the berachos by means of deception an e

“eyap MATINY AR OR TPY -h-,".__ emove from me_the way Almighty approved: We learn from here that in order to
of “sheker” and graciously endow me with Your Torah. achieve the truth, we are, indeed, allowed to do so by means
For only by adhering to the Torah of “Emes” is it possible to ) of deception...since the desire to arrive at the truth is in no
overcome the deceptions and lies of the yetzer hara. In the § way considered “sheker”; on the contrary, this constitutes S
words of the Gemara (Kiddushin 30b): 2w iy 1K 1a@1 15" ~ the tikun of “sheker.”

BAR PN STINS DO BAR BR1,1P9EN 1170 15 NKAS1 YA A8 NRNR 1l

wyra prqoma—thus has HKB”H said to Yisrael: “My son, I have \‘ — e .
created the yetzer hara awwjins We learn from hIS sacred comments that Rivka was a gllgul
antidote; if you occupy yourselves with the Torah, you will of Chava, who caused Adam HaRishon to be cursed, because he
not be delivered into its hand.” heeded her advice to eat from the Eitz HaDa'as, as it is written

¢

! It is worth pointing out why the yetzer hara is identified as
the source of “sheker” The first sin in the world, when Adam and
Chava ate from the Eitz HaDa’as Tov VaRa, was perpetrated by
the “nachash hakadmoni” the embodiment of the yetzer hara.y

N Itetrapped and caused the downfall of Adam and Chava with its

(ibid.): 2y Prx aws pe 1 Yoxm ,1awR H1ph nynw o5 anR Ry
“PTIEPa RTRA MR 1 YsRn K9—to Adam Heé said, “Because
you listened to the voice of your wife and ate of the tree
about which I commanded you saying, ‘You shall not eat of

it, accursed is the ground because of you.” Therefore, it was

(_words of deception, as the Torah describes (Bereishis 3, 4): max»" / incumbent upon her to rectify these curses by ensuring that the
Rovaty IMEDIT Tn noYOR BT 05 DEUR P D, Imnn mn N5 TUNRYR W berachos be returned to Yaakov, the magnificence and tikun of
ayay 31t 391 BemoRs pive-- the nachash said to the woman, “You Adam HaRishon. i
will not surely die; for G-d knows that on the day you eat of <
it your eyes will be opened and you will be like G-d, knowing This then is the meaning of her remark to Yaakov: “Your curse
good and bad.” Rashi explains: ,inamix 23 nK R0y 118 Yyt _, will be on me, my son‘." In other words, it is my responsibility to _

. upalsry Mg BYPIRS BAMT ESW IR K11 93K vy m—The nachash i rectify the curses that I brought upon you in the previous gilgul; }
argued: “Every craftsman hates others of his craft; G-d ate I plan do so‘by helping you receive the berachos. Now, to make
from the tree and created the world. So, by eating from the amends for Adam HaRishon’s wrongdoing—heeding his wife’s
tree, you will be like G-d, fashioners of the world.” advice for a negative purpose: “Because you listened to the

: . voice of your wife"—it was Yaakov's responsibility—as a tikun
Now, the Torah attests to the fact that the nachash was wise

h f evil and deception (ibid. 1): wnam’ of Adam HaRishon-- to listen this time in a positive manner. He
i il an . 1): : p
. - L . did so by heeding the advice of Rivka—Chava’s gilgul; thereby

i 7R Yon oy n—now the serpent was more cunning

‘han any beast of the field. Targum Onkelos explains: xnm” rectifying the initial, corrupted act of listening. This is the

'm: mn Yon mon min—and the serpent was more cunning ‘j’\fsigniﬁcance of Rivka’s statement: “Only heed my voice,” where

‘han any creature created. Therefore, it understood that it the diminutive term “only” implies that this time he would listen

‘would pe impossible to per suade Adam and Chava to dlsobeyg‘ for a positive outcome, af_gpposed to his listening in the previous
Y ind rebel against HKB”H—whose emblem is “Emes”—by any N gilgU1, which resulted in a negative outcome.

/ [ _neans other than “sheker”—the system diametrically opposed
o0 “Emes.” As we know, the nachash’s ruse succeeded; Adam fell

AR
yrey to its deception. As a consequence, Adam and Chava had ‘ :“:_wn —— NETOR ]\ -
o die along with all of the creatures included in their beings at . : ,
he time of the sin. . »-; 6 : {.T R /}
(£ L ¢ , 7
¥y e e =

'I‘he wicked Elsav however, followed the path of “sheker” T WT:‘?H n1§5ﬂnﬂ 3

espoused by the “nachash hakadmoni’ He intended to
trlck his father into believing that he observed the mitzvos
consc1ent10usly, in order to receive the berachos from him.

IR MYITH M2 23 .PV125Y 3 93 DPIPE AR /N Y INNN2 TN ‘N X)X
NHYY DRPOIYN DIIAN IMAM POIR DTRIY APIBIN NN AWM N 01y
R? KON 225 PYRIN DTRY TI121 NTNDA JNI NAYN 1Y 12 1AM IOPORN PIOR

:;; Had Yaakov, the epitome of “Emes,” stood on the side silently MY T4 pun2ha TVSA PV YOIV /TP NORR PN DY K139 PRYSY POMSH ppra ~
thhout intervening, this would have constltuted the gravest TV 190 RN 1 TIV 01359 ROV,EONIE DOTHD K9 ATORA K91 NILA KD 7NN K
- travesty and “sheker” in all of creation. Therefore, HKB"H D278 W 1Y MDA BHYD TY MY P D a5n S Moy anppm
_ arranged for the man of “Eres,” Yaakov, to come and shatter the ~ 025NN ‘PYNYYH KM NMR DPPIDN DAV DNY mTmanm

\ “sheker” of Eisav by employing a form of “sheker,” in keeping '
{ with the dictum (Tehillim 18, 27): “9nann vy ny"'—and with 3 J
\ the crooked, you act deviously.
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Tue FUNDAMENTALS OF MANIPULATION

Let us return to our first question: Why does the Torah repeat
its description of Rivkal's origins, when we are already aware of her
heroism in transcending her upbringing? In order to answer this
question, the message of this pasuk must be closely examined. We
tend to think that Rivkah's great virtue lies in the fact that she was
able to overcome the influences of her environment, that she grew up
among wicked people and somehow managed to remain untainted

_and pristine. But, in truth, this pasuk can be interpreted to mean\
\somethmg else entirely: that Yitzchak married Rivkah not in spite of
er connection to Lavan and Besuel, but because of it.
A i
Certainly, the other would-be swindlers had no less desire for
money than this one did. What makes a successful swindler, though,
is the unique ability to persuade other people to part with their
money. The average person lacks that power because he deals with
others by seeking to convince them of what he wants. When an
average person attempts to convince others to invest in something, he
remains focused on his own desire to make monéy; consequently, he
Cwill attempt to persuade them to do what is best for him. A brilliant |
yswindler, though, removes himself from his own reality and steps
{ into the minds.of his victims. He recognizes what they want and )
uses their desires against them, The better any swindler is at this the
more successful he is at getting investors to be willing to part with
their hard earned money. In order for this swindler to be so successful
t,in his criminal venture, he needed to figure out exactly what sort of
K:‘eturn to offer his victims in order to satisfy their greed while still
reaping his own ill-gotten profits. In order to do that, he had to relate
*to them through their understanding of reality, rather than through
the prism of his own desires.

i

272, The ability to enter another person’s reality-and operate from
“within it is a tremendous gift, one that most of us do not possess.
Most people tend to see what they wish to see, ignoring any

29

TN NNOY DIYN DY) 1I¥3 AUND NN 92TH VDI NN DA
Y PNaNY 121 NI _LTITD MW TPDLRAIN NP BN N PN ,NON
LN IN DOYVMN MDA DN 9

ANYIL NN 20N ,IMILNIPY NNNY 12T DA DN, TN

SN2 D ,TIMA MY D, Re mava 1
,D22¥IN OTX 2 .I3PY IR NN HY NPDOPMAN 1PN MINN N pu'*'
INNTDY NN TD ,NBND ANY MDD T NYIPI P NOIND 2TV
i : NTW MN T RY

APY N PRGNV N DTN DN OINNNYIOY 1100 .10 1270 PR

DN DN PN YD M0 TN

— PV NONY 101 1 N NN ,mnN rn'r:nv NN APN NN
«IPY NYRY M2 P73 XN N0 5 DX ,NBNI NNSHD NOYTY In

v myr n .3 ,7 N2) apyh NN NN Y WY1 NNNA N

NIPW NOX NN NONM ,NNINRDY NON DTNPH NPIY DPIPY Y11 , 102
SINNYT AR DNY PRY ,0MNNY D100 09I 19N .MINSHT NN

WX RN KD, NTWT NOND P NINLIAND PN ,NANAY DIWN — .

TP NN NPINA 37D ANV 3TH NN NIOND ININDN INND

AIINN NP T DNY
IONND NRWY MWD NPXONN YW NYapHnn NN XN NN Mwy

«-TIMOV 1Y N Y9N MmNV T

MAND APY T ,NINT TINY BN NN NN LTI ION DD iNnn
1PV NN INN'Y DWN L, ThMNN

=2
s - . )u
MONAN AN NONIND APY PPIN YT ,MN NN MTI D N
NN NN PRXY WIAN 2UN ITH DYTY DN PN AN TIT2 NPNT ,PNSm
Y1 PND AT NN DYNDH DX ,DWTY VPN IWYY NPNT M3

7 N NIOKMYT

NAND_NYIPY ,APYT YND MM MDIAN 2D NPAY YN IR i
MI»n MIIIN O ,NNN_NYT NPT NYIAPYNM .ANPN> NPTN Nvava

12792 PAD DIV I8N KD NPT MNHNN DdNNN 95 1 Sy apwh yanb
SININ TITINT DIDN 9D ,aAPY HY

20100 W 11D JaN  NTIWT NO YV N0 NHN NNT PN DN O) )0«

facts that do not fit into their preconceived notions. In addition
/"to perceiving the world the way they wish, most people attempt,
/to influence others by prevailing on them to accept their own'
\ agenda. It is a rare person who can achieve even an objective view’
. { of reality; the ability to view the world through another person’s
JF':ves is a yet greater talent. But this talent is the key to the power
of manipulation: A skillful manipulator is one who is capable of
detaching himself from his own view of the world and seeing it from
the perspective of another person. He then presents a tailor-made
reality suited to the desires of his victims — this is what makes him

so devastating.
/1‘ L,‘}

WATER roRrR THE CAMELS

Lavan the Aramean was the guintessential manipulator, In fact,
Chazal note'® that the letters of the word “mx” (the Hebrew for
“Aramean”) can be rearranged to spell “m,” the term for a charlatan,
Lavan and his fellow Arameans possessed that crucial skill that
enabled them to manipulate others: the ability to detach themselves
from their own perspective and to view the world through the eyes of
others. Rivkah, too, possessed this gift, but she used it in an entirely
different way: Instead of controlling other people, she used it solely

to help them.
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This was the wonderful trait that Rivkah displayed when she
passed Eliezer’s test. When Eliezer asked Rivkah for a little water,"”
she responded by bringing him enough water not only for his own
consumption, but for his camels as well.!® A person rarely responds
to a request for help by giving more than he is asked to give. Just ask
any fundraiser how often he receives more money than he asked for.
In fact, the Torah describes'® Eliezer’s reaction with the words “wxim
nNNWn — the man was bewildered,” for he was astounded by Rivkah's

behavior.



&

What was the reason for her extraordinary display of kindness?
* Rivkah showed that she was capable of seeing past Eliezer’s words
) and perceiving what was on his mind. She recognized that although |
\ he had asked for only a little water, his needs (including those ofx L

lentils; he was merely cooking them in his father’s home, All he was

providing was the service of having cooked them. What led Yaakov
to think that Eisav would give up the birthright in exchange for that?

“his men and camels) were actually greater and that he was simply ~ In truth, Yaakov's actions reveal his penetrating understanding
uncomfortable asking for more. Thus, with her unique ability . of Eisav’s mindset. Yaakov understood that Eisav had no inherent
tgt get into the mind of another person, Rivkah was able to help Sinterest in retaining the birthright; it was solely due to envy that he
Eliezer much more than the average person could have. She thereby \Vgas unwilling to surrender it to Yaakov. Eisav saw the birthright as
ciemonstrated that she used the gift of the Arameans to help people inherently worthless, as the Torah itself states that he denigrated the
rather than to take advantage of them; that incredible gift made her birthright.” Thus, when Yaakov persuaded Eisav to relinquish it, he
worthy of being Yitzchalds wife. was merely entering Eisav's view of reality to manipulate his brother
2 into fulfilling his own desires. That is the epitome of truth,
Tue HercuT oF TRUTH ' ”ﬂ_ il . - _— e e T
T Borshes \Glilos, both, Yadkor and Rivkih made Bse of this This is exactly the dynamic that characterizes an ideal Jewish

home. It is the wife and mothes who empowers her children,
understanding the depths of their personalities and building them
' into the people they can truly become. It is she who is in control;
everything about the home and the family is hers. In a healthy home,

incredible ability in order to see to it that the brachos were bestowed
on Yaakov. While they manipulated Yitzchak into doing as they
_}‘,/wished their goal was not to take advantage of him. Rather, their

intent was to induce Yitzchak to do exactly what he himself would i - S ? Q
P S T e x\though a woman will use this unique ability not for her own self- '
R Lo aggrancIlzement, but for the purpose of building up her husband and *

: . chlldren
have wanted to do, had he simply been aware of the truth about his et
e Lavan's words at the end of Parshas Vayeitzei show us the mindset

of a manipulator. After Lavan caught up to Yaakov and his family,
Yaakov responded to Lavan with a htany of complaints, detailing
precisely how his father-in-law had cheated and exploited him for
years. When it was Lavan’s turn to speak, he exclaimed,” “The
daughters are my daughters and the sons are my sons; the sheep
are my sheep, and everything that you see is mine.” This was no
dramatic hyperbole; the Torah would not merely quote the ravings
of a madman. Rather, it was a statement of Lavan’s true feelings, an
indication of what he hoped to achieve through his ability to place ~
\others under his power. Likewise, it was Lavans wish for Rivkah to
( be in complete control of her household, dominating her husband_§
’j'A Of course, Rivkah and Yaakov could have simply told Yltzchak ~and children with her own powerful influence.
“about Eisav’s true nature. Even the laws of lashon hara would have
, permitted such a disclosure, They did not wish to do so, though,
/ because they wanted to spare Yitzchak the terrible pain of learning

When Eisav discovered Yaakov's deception, the Torah relates® that
he cried out that Yaakov had deceived him twice. As soon as Yitzchak
realized that Yaakov had received the birthright, he exclaimed,? “na
2 — He will also be blessed,” confirming that he approved of
Yaakov's receiving the blessings. Obviously, then, Yitzchak himself
would have chosen to give the blessings to Yaakov if he had knov(n.l
that Eisav had sold the birthright, and certainly if he had recognized
Eisav's true wickedness. Rivkah understood that this would have
g been her husband’s desire, and she therefore worked to engmeet the
transfer of the brachos to Yaakov.

* OQur blessing to our daughters is for them to wield this power in
a positive way — not to take over their homes for their own sake,
but to exercise control for the sake of building their families. Today,
many women have fallen prey to the outside world’s attitude that they

ot reveal Bisavs wickedness to fitzchak. 1n must struggle to assert themselves as individuals so that they do not A

passed away five years before his time so that he would not witness become dominated by their husbands. The true solution, though,
. 5 s 22 : . : s . .
Eisav's descent into sin,? and it stands to reason that Yitzchak, as is for a woman to use her unique strengths 6 bulld the majesty of

Eisav's father, would have been even more pained than Avraham if he
had known about it. In order to avoid hurting Yitzchak, Rivkah and
Yaakov were willing to jeopardize everything; Rivkah was willing to’
risk being cursed by Yitzchak; Yaakov was prepared to risk his life

about his son’s misdeeds. This is, undoubtedly why Hashem I—Iimself \

by antagonizing Eisav. Ha

X Yaakov Avinu’s actions, then, were not at all inconsistent with his i P

dedication to truth. By definition, emes is the ability to perceive reality anial z’” -['77-3 12 S D) } & a1

as it is; both Yaakov and Rivkah were fully aware of the obleétlve ,’/\_\’_

reality of their situation. In fact, Rivkah used her perception to allow — :
Yitzchak to do precisely what he would have truly desired; she simply P2 AMNw_DyoR D 32 R
worked to spare him from experiencing anguish asa result, even at ' b NR PP vwyb b
the rlsk of being subject to a curse. — A 1790 Monw own 1wn rmom 4
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Yaakov's act of procuring the birthright from Eisav can be YWY NIRRT XOR NONR — 2wy S vwsz”_*‘nx o
understood in the same way. The very fact that Yaakov offered Eisav preges > mvas ¥ s ity v

tils for his birthright is surprising. No sane persor} i T
to
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a mere pot of len
would part with such a precious commodity for a paltry po
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